— TTomén!

XKutenu cTonmuik rocymapctBa Cui0aHb, YCIHIIIAB NaIEKUN CTYK KOIIEIT, HEBOILHO OTOIIIIH B
CTOPOHY, 0IIAcasiCh CTOJNIKHYTHCS C BCAOHUKOM. TOT, KTO MOT CKaKaTh I'ajIONOM II0 9TOM yIIKIE, SBHO
ObL1 60 6GoravoM, Tu00 3HATHOU TEePCOHOM.

BCKOpe II0 yJIuIie IIpoMyYaliCAd BEJIMKOJIEIIHEIM KOHb, IIOJHUMAS B BO3OYyX CHET C 3EMIJIN. HpOXO}KI/Ie HE
CTaJId MeIllaTh €My, U OH, BSMdXHYB KHYTOM, HAIIPABUJICA K CBO€EM I1eJId, OCTABUB 3a c000¥ JTHIIIb
XOJIOIHBIN Be€TEeP U BAMETHYBIINECA CHE2XKWNHKH. Ilaxe ciaembl KOMBIT Ha 3eMJIe 6HCTpO CKPHBIJIUCH II0[,
HOBEIM CJIOEM IIaJaloIIero CHera.

— Kto0 310 OBLIT?

BcagHuK yKe CKPHUICS U3 BUAY, KOT[Ia KTO-TO OCTOPOKHO TOJNIKHYJI COCEMia, TOCMOTPEB B CTOPOHY,
KyJa yCKakall KOHb. B rojioce 3By4asio ssBHOE HE[JOBOJILCTBO, CIIOBHO YEeJIOBEK KpaiHe OCyXk/aajl Takoe
TIOBE[IEHUE.

— Tcc!

Toro, KOToO CIPOCHIIH, TYT K€ OEPHYI coOOeCEeNHUKA 3a PyKaB, MPU3bIBAsI €T'0 3aMOJTYaTh.
OrIsieBUIKCH IT0 CTOPOHAM U YOeIUBINKCE, YTO HUKTO He CIIyLIaeT, OH TAUHCTBEHHO IIPOLIEIITAl eMy
Ha yXO:

— 9T0 cnyxXKamuii npu umnepatope! XoTs HOMKHOCTb Y HETO HEBBICOKAs, HO OH GJIM30K K CAMOMY
uMIeparopy!

CkasaB 9T0, OH ITOMHSJI OOJBIIOH IIajiell, JaBasd IOHATh, YTO 3TO HedTo OoJIbIee, YeM KaXkeTcs Ha
TIePBHIM B3I,

YcnrimaB 3T0, laXke HEeIOBOIBHBIN YeJIOBEK COEepKal CBOU IMOLUHU U JIUIIL KUBHYJI B 3HAK
6raromapHOCTH, Ipexk/e YeM 3aMor4aTh. CryXkKallui Ipyu KMIIepaTope — He TOT, KOT'0 IIPOCTOMH
CMEPTHHIN MOXKeT cebe I03BOIUThL KPUTUKOBATE.

B 3T0 BpeMs Ha yJHlle CHOBa Hada/llCh Pa3roBOPEI, CMEIINBasCh C KpUKaMU TOPTOBIEB. XOTS
o0cyXkaeHus OBITM HETPOMKUMH, UX BCE 2Ke MOXKHO OBIJIO PaCCIBIIIATh:

— OH HamnpasisiICcsa B Pe3UAEHLNI0 BEJIMKOr0 reHepasa Bantoans!
— IymMaro, ga!
— MoxeT, UMIIepaToOp CHOBA IPUCIIAJl Harpaakl B TeHepalbCKUM JOM?

— ComHeBalochk. He 3a0riBaliTe, UTO MIaAIINi CHIH F'eHepaja — HACTOSIIIUN cOpBaHell. Buepa oH,
TOBOPSAT, M30UJT ChIHA 3aMECTUTEJISI MUHICTPA BOEHHOTO BEJOMCTBa!

— TeI PO 3TOTO MaJIEHBKOT0 AeMOHa? XM, JIy4Ille He TOBOPUTH 00 aToM!
— Jla, 0 HEM Mydllle MONTYaTh...

A TOT caMbI¥ «MaJIeHbKUH OEMOH», 0 KOTOPOM I'OBOPHUJIM TOPOXKAaHe, cevac HOCHUIICS II0 TOMY,
MIBITAACh U30eXKaTh HaKa3aHud.

— Orer, THeB BPEeOuT II€4YEHH, YCHOKOﬁTeCB!



HpOI/ISHOCI/IJ'I 9TO KpaCI/IBbeI IOHOIIIQ, HO €TI0 HOTY HE OCTaHaBJIMBAJIMCh HU Ha CEKYHOY. OH 1O
IIPpSATAJICA 3a KOJIOHHOH, TO IIepeIpeIruBajl C OOHOI'O CTyJIa Ha npyroﬁ, HH Ha MTHOBEHHE HE
OCTaBasCh Ha MecCTe.

3a HUM THaICs KPEIIKOT'0 CIIOKEHUA MyXKYKHA C METEJIKOH U3 KYPHUHBIX IIEPEEB B PYKE. Bups, 4to He
MOZKEeT ero OOrHaThb, OH JIUINb KpHU4all:

— Jly flubcH, THI MHE Ceryac Ke OCTaHOBUIILCS!
9T0 OB OTEI] MalIeHbKOT0 IeMOHA, BEJIUKU reHepan Baitoans JIy FOaHs.

I'nsins Ha cBoero MiapIiero ChHa, KOTOPHIYA Hocuiics o oMy, JIy FOaHb eBa coepkuBaj Ir'HeB. OTOT
MaJIbUHMIIKa C CaMOI0 eTCTBa TOJIbKO U Jeslal, YTo co3faBan npobieMsl. Hukakux 0coOBIX TallaHTOB
y Hero He ObIJI0, HO yMeHUe IonafaTh B HEMPUSATHOCTU ObITI0 Ha BeIcoTe. To OH mépran 3a 6opony
Ba’XKHOT'0 YMHOBHUKA, TO U30MBaj Ybero-To BHyKa. KaxX bl pa3 oH OBICTPO IIpU3HABaJ CBOIO BUHY, HO
HUKOI'TIa He UCIPAaBIACS. A eClIU ero MPUKKUMay K CTeHKe, OH HauWHaJl pacCykaaTh Tak, CJIOBHO
OB TIpaB.

U Bot, noka Jly FOanb pa3meimsn, JIy AHbCH 3arOBOPUI:

— Orer, B HenpaBhl. Ecyu s ceiiyac 0CTaHOBIIIOCH, 3TO OyOEeT 03HayaTh, YTO S TOTOB IIPUHSTH
HaKa3aHWe. A 3aueM MHe 3TO [ieJiaTh, €CIM g 3Hal0, 4To Oymy Haka3aH? HyKHO COXpaHSTh
crokoiicTue. ITocMoTpuTe Ha ce6st — BHI IIPSIMO MBIXTUTE OT 37I0CTU. MaMa YBUAUT U CHOBA HAYHET
BAaC YMTAThb HOTALIUH.

T'oBopst 3T0, JIy AHBCH YKPaAKOM B35/ YAIIKY Yasi CO CTOJIA ¥ BHITIHII €€ 3aJITIOM, CJIOBHO €T0 AJTUHHAs
peub OTHSJIa ¥ HETO MHOTO CHIIL.

Jly F0aHb efiBa He yman B 00MOPOK OT TaKuX CJIOB. YTO 3a 4yIIb? ITO OH COBEPIINIT IPOCTYIIOK, a
Teneph el U 00BUHsIeT MeHs! BUHOBHEIN BelE€T ce0s Tak, OYATO OH MpaB, a 5 CTaJl 3JI0[IEEM,
KOTOPHIM BCE HEMIPABUIIPHO TIOHMMAET.

— Orel, 4TO ONATH HATBOPUJI MJTALIINN?

B 3TOT MOMEHT B [IBePSIX MOSIBUJICI MYyXK4MHa C TpyOBIM roocoM, octaHoBuB Jly FOausg. 3To OB
crapmmuii 6pat JIy fAubcu, Jly AHbI33.

YcneimaB rojoc 6pata, JIy SIHbCH 3aropesics T7la3aMy ¥, He pa3oyMbIBas, BEICKOYHIT U3-3a KOJIOHHH,
rom0ekas K HeMy U CIPSITAJICS 3a CIUHOMN. YOeauBIIUCH, YTO OH B 6€30IIaCHOCTH, OH OOJIbIIIe He
HOCHJICS TI0 IOMY, a JIMIIb BRITJISTHYJI U3-3a IJIeda OpaTa, TsAAs Ha OTIa:

— Orel, pa3Be HEeIb3sI 000 BCEM JOTOBOPUTHCS IIO-XOPOLIEMY?
XOTsI ero Cj0Ba 3By4asIH KakK IOMEITKA YMHPOTBOPUTE, €I0 TOH 1 B3TJISAT TOBOPUIX 00 06PAaTHOM.

Jly SIHBLI33, YCIBIIIAB JeP3KU TOH MIaiero Opara, JHUIIbL TOKayvall TOJI0BOM U, 3a/I0KUB PYKH 3a
CTIMHY, TpUepKas cBoero Opara, MeuTamwIero o oecropsinkax B [TogHe6ecHOM. 3aTeM OH
TIOCMOTPEJ Ha OTIIa, KOTOPHIA TPSIC TaNbL[EM B CTOPOHY MJIQAIIETO CHIHA:

— Orer, B XKe 3HaeTe, KaKou OH. Ecniu 0H 4eM-To Bac paccepaunii, s IMOroBOPIO C HUM II032Ke.

Hy KOaHs, YBHUIEB BhIPaKEHME JIMIIa CTaPHIIETO ChIHA, ITOHAJI, YTO HUYETr0 HEe CMOXKET CHOeJlaTh C
maagmuM. OH 6pOCI/IJ'I MeTéJ'IKy B CTOPOHY U C€Jl Ha I''iaBHOE MECTO B KOMHATe, 06pama${CL K



CTapIIEMY CHIHY yKe 0e3 MpeXHel 3I0CTH:

— Cmpocu ero, 4To oH Buepa HaTBopus! Eciu Obl 51 He TIOIIEN Ha YTPEHHUI IPUEM, 5 OB Jaxe He
y3HaJl, 4YTO OH U30HUJT ChIHA 3aMEeCTUTEISI MUHUCTPA BOEHHOTO BeffoMcTBa! CKaxu MHe, 4YeM Te0s
®anpb An obunen?

®aHb fH OBIT TEM CaMBIM HECYACTHHIM, KOTOPOTo JIy AHbCcu n30um.
— [Touemy THI 136U rocnoguHa Pans?

Jly flHBI1133 TOBEpHYJICA K MyafimeMy OpaTy. XOTs ero cj0Ba 3Byda/Iu Kak YIIPEK, B ero Ijia3ax
YUTaaach SBHAsE CHUCXOOUTEIHHOCTE.

CTOHUT OTMETHTb, 4TO JIy AHBCH CTall KHePUKACA€MBbIM MaJleHbKUM THPAHOM» CTOJIMIEI BO MHOTOM
Graromapsi CBoeMy CTapiueMy Opary.

Ycneimas Bompoc, Jly lHbCH Becesio OmHsA FOJIOBY:
— IIpocTo OH MHE He TTOHPaBUJIICS.

Ero ToH OBl TOI0H 6e3pa3nuyus, a Ha JIMIe YUTAJIOCh SBHOE IIPe3peHue, CJIOBHO OH CUHTAJI 9TOTO
rocnongua ®aHsg HETOCTOMHEIM BHUMAHUS.

Jly FOans, Oyoyuu HemopaneKy u o6agast OTIMYHBIM CITYXOM, YCIIBIIIA CJI0Ba MJIQALIETO CHIHA U, He
COMHEBASICh, IIPEICTAaBUII eT0 BhIpaxkeHue nuiia. OH CHOBa CXBAaTUJI METEJNKY, HO, YBUIEB CTAPIIETO
CBhIHQ, PEINIT He IPOIOJIKaTh.

I[Toxa crapmmit CHH OB PAIOM, OH He MOT TPOHYTH MIIafilero gaxe nanbiem! C STUMU MBICTIIMYU OH
CHOBa OpPOCHUTI METETIKY.

— He wyrTn...

Jly dubp133, yCabIIIaB cjioBa OpaTa, UL IT0Kadas T'0JI0BOM U MOTJIaiUII €T0 II0 TOJI0Be, IIPU3kIBas K
CIIOKOMCTBHIO:

— I'oBopH, B 4éM meno?

OH 3Han cBoero OpaTa. XoTs TOT ¥ OB COPBAHIIOM, HO BCE 3Ke MMeJl YyBCTBO Mephl. OH He cTas Obl
n30uBaTh KOTro-To 0e3 nmpuuuHkbl. HaBepHska ®anb fH coenan 94To-TO, YTO PA303JIUII0 €TO0.

C sTumu MbIcTIsIMU JIy AHBIES CXKajl Kyjlak, pa3MBILIIAs, He CTOUT JIu HauTu 3toro ®ane dHa u
YCTPOHUTDH €My «BCTPEUy» B TEMHOM nepeynke? C TaKUM CTaplIuM OpaToM HEYIUBUTELHO, 4TO JIy
AHbCU KaXXOBIY OeHb ycTparuBai 0eCTIOpSIAKY Ha YIHALAaX CTOJIUIIBL.

— IIpocTo OH MHE He TTOHPAaBUIICs!

Jly dHbCcH OTBEPHYJICS, OTKa3hIBasiCh OTBeUaTh Ha Bompoc. OH He MOT cKa3aTh 6paty, uto ®anp AH
€ro OMOorascs.

Ia, oH OBLI KEeHOMOMOOHEIM, U C IETCTBA €My TOBOPHJIM, YTO OH ITOX0XK Ha JIeBouKy. Ho mocine Toro
KaK OH CTaJl «TUPAHOM CTOJIMIIEI», TAKKeE PA3TOBOPHI MPEKPATUINCh. M BOT BHE3AITHO €TI0 OCKOPOHUI
CHIH 3aMECTHUTEJISI MUHHCTPa BOEHHOTO BefoMcTBa. JIy dHbCHU, He pa3myMbiBasi, HaOpOCUIICS C
monbMu Ha ®aHb fIHA ¥ U30UA ero MpsiMo Ha yIUIle.
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