Bau Yxkao 3Ha, 4TO B criope ¢ Bait MUHOM He BRIUTPAET, II0O3TOMY IIPOCTO 3aMoidal. Bay MuH Toxe
He CTaJl IPOJoJIXKaTh Pa3roBOp, IUIIb AepKaJl 30HT Haf 6paToM, MoJjida COIIPOBOXKas ero B
OXUAHUU.

[Tox moxkmeM u BETPOM OpaThsi CTOSIIM M CTOSITIA Ha KOJIeHsX, 00a 6€3MOIBCTBOBAJIH.
[Tocne 4eTBEPTOM CTPaXXK¥ NTMBEHbL Havall TOCTEIIeHHO ocna0eBaTh, a K PaCCBETY MOYTH ITPEKPATHUIICS.
Bait Uxkao 3Han, uto y Bait MuHa gHeM OB roCcymapCTBEHHBIE [efla, ¥ TI0COBETOBAIT:

— Crapmmit 6pat, J0XKIb MIPOIIET, TOCIIEIHN IIePeOIeThCs, He 3afiepKuBaics ¢ genaMu. Eciu 4To-To
IIOM[IeT He TakK, U OTell HaKaxeT TeOs, s He CTaHy 3aCTymaThCs.

Ba#i MUH He XOTeN YXOOUTh, KONebsach:

— Ecnu s yiiny, uto Oynet ¢ To60#?

Bait UKao, MpOCTOSIBIINY Ha KOJIEHSX BCIO HOYb IIOJ] JIUBHEM, BHITJISIAEN He JIy4YIIUM 00pa3oM.
Baii Yxao ycMexHyCs:

— ¢, KOHeYHO, IPOAOJIKY. YKe BhIepkaJll I0 3TOr0 MOMEHTa, CTapuIui OpaT, TH Be[b He XOUellb,
yTOOHI g cHaicsa? 3To OBUI0 OBl HEBLITOOHO.

Bait MuH nopyMan U COTJIaCHUIICS, YBULEB, YTO BpEMS [eHCTBUTENBHO HogxKuMaeT. OH GBICTPO Han
Bay Ykao HeCKOJIbKO HaCTaBJIeHUY U [IOCHeLInTI BEepHYThCA B BOCTOYHEIN IBOpell.

YTpo mocne noxpas 66110 0COOEHHO CBEXKUM, B BO3[IyXe BUTA apOMAaT BIIaXKHOM 3eMJIH.
Boaii Uxkao, cniblllla nerkue 3ByKu u3 3ana CroaHbIIX, IPOAOIIXKA CTOSITh Ha KOJIEHSX, He IBUTASCh.

Boait Cy, MpOCHYBIIKCH PaHO YTPOM ¥ Y3HaB, 4To Bait Ukao Bce ellle CTOUT Ha KOJIEHSIX CHAPYXKH, TO
JIY U3 XKaJI0CTH, TO JIU TI0 APYTo¥ IIpUYKHe, BEI3BaN €ro K cebe.

Bau Yxao, cienys 3a eBHyX0M, Boluelnl B 3a1 CI0aHBIIM U IIOYTUTENIBHO OIIYCTUIICS Ha KOJIEHU [lepen
Boaii Cy, KOCHYBIIKCE 160M TTOJa:

— CBIH IPUBETCTBYET OTIa. 2Kemaio OTIy [OITHX JIeT ¥ BeUHOU PaOCTH.

Bau Cy cmotpen Ha Bait Uxkao, [onro He rosops Hu cioBa. Bau Yxkao, CTOsA Ha KOJIEHAX, HE CMeIl
IIOOHATHCS, COXPaHss 03y IOKJIOHA.

Haxkorern, Baut Cy ¢ cusou ygapuil 10 CTOJLY U THEBHO BOCKJIUKHYII:

— Te1, HeGmaromapHeid ChiH! BepHYIICs, Tak BEPHYJICS, 3a4eM IIPUTAIIUII ¢ co60M 3T0 oTpoabe? TH He
IIOHUMaellb, YTO OH He TOJIbKO TBOW I030P, HO U MO30p Bcel Benukou AHb!

Bait UYKao OAHSAT TOJIOBY, IS HAa pa3rHeBaHHOe JINII0 UMIIepaTopa, HO He OCMEJIUICS BO3paxkarTh,
JIUIITh TBEPOO CKa3a:

— Oren, A-iHb — Mot ChIH. [laxke 3Beph HE €CT CBOUX JleTeHbImeH. Kak s Mor OHI...

Ero cnoBa Oblin IpepBaHbl Pa3bsipeHHBIM UMIIEPATOPOM:



— A-YUxao, He TogMeHs# OoHATU! f HUKOTOA He TOBOPUII, YTOOBI TH YOUJT CBOETO ChIHA!
OH 1poCTO He XOTeJ BUAETh 3TOro pedeHKa, COBCEM He XOTell.
Baii UKao omycTui royiosy, 0osblle He TAS Ha uMnepaTopa. Bait Cy mpogoskuil KpudaTh:

— Ecnu oH chiH X37gHs, pa3Be He nyuiie 066110 O 0CTaBUTD ero B Oyioi? 3aueM TH IIPUBE3 €T0
cioma?

Boit Yxkao, riasgos npsiMo B IIOJ, TUXO OTBETHUIT:
— Xonaub Yxko He mo6uT A-Uus. Ecnu g He 6yny psAmoM, OH He BEIKKBET BO iBople Dyioi.
Baii Cy OBIn Tak pa303JieH, YTO Ha MIHOBEHUE TIOTEPST Jap Peyy, 3aTeM CKa3all:

— Twt mpocTo X0Yerb, YTOOL pebeHOK BeKMI? 1 obelato Tebe, 4TO OH OyIeT XKUTh B OCTATKe, U
HUKTO HUKOTITIa He IPUYMHUT eMy Bpefa. 3aueM Tebe HYKHO OBITIO TPUBO3UTDH €T0 BO ABOPEI]?

HezameTHo ans ce6st Ba#t Cy cMmsiryun ToH, Ho Bait YxKao He IPUHSI 9TO, IIPOROIXKasi HaCTauBaTh:
— A-WHb elfe Mas, OH He MOMHUT MHOroro. Ecnu oter 3abepeT ero, 6ygeT U OH IOMHUTb MEHS?

— He Oyper, Tak He OyneT, 3aueM Tebe 3T0 BaxkHO? — Baii Cy BHe3allHO BCTaJl, pa3fpaxKeHHO CKa3as.
— JT0 BCcero nuilb CHH! A-4YXao, g cpa3y xke ycTpoio Tebe cBambly, CKaxu, Kakas AeBylIKa Tebe
HpaBUTCS, U y TeOs1 OyIeT CTONIBKO CHIHOBEH, CKOJIBKO 3aX04ellh!

Bait Yzkao ropbKO YCMEXHYJICS, TOHUMas, 4TO Teprnenue Bait Cy Ha ucxoge. Ecnu oH MPOmOIIKUT
HaCTauBaTh, TO MOXKET Pa303/IUTh €0, HO BCe XKe Me[JIeHHO CKa3al:

— Oren, A-Wub ocobenHbIN. [Jaxke ecnu y MeHs OymeT O0JIblle JeTel, OH OCTaHEeTCS He3aMEHUMBIM.
Korga A-HHb pomuiics, s He mo0uit ero. 1o Tpex JeT s gaxe He Opajl ero Ha PyKd U He TOBOPHUII C
HuM. Ho A-MHb HUKOTIa He oOpalian Ha 3TO BHUMaHus. OH yIIOpHO MpubIuKaics Ko MHe, opajcs 3a
MeHS ¢ OpaThbSIMU CTapille Hero, OB U30UT [0 IMOTYCMEPTH, YyTh He morub. Ha oOpaTHOM IyTH U3
®y1o1i Mbl ¢ A-MHeM Oblnu mpyT y Apyra. Ecmu Ovl He OH, 51, BO3MOXKHO, HE BEPHYJICS OBl JKUBBIM.
Orel, s He MOTY OTKa3aThCs OT A-UHs. OH — nyu4llee UCKYIJIEHWE, DAaHHOE MHE HeOOM.

Baii Cy 3amosyar, He BEICKa3biBas CBOero MHEHHUS 0 cyabbe M Mus. Bait Yxkao, CTOS Ha KOJIEHSX,
YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro TeJ0 X0JIOfIeeT, IIeper rila3aMu MeIbKally YepHble MsTHa. OH CTUCHYI 3Y0H,
130 BCEX CHJI CTapasiCh He IMOKa3aTh CBOKO citabocTs Baii Cy.

Yepes HekoTOpoe BpeMsi Bait Cy yxke cobuparscs 3arOBOPUTh, KaK BOPYT Bait UxKao MouaTHyICS U
MSTKO yTaj Ha II0J1, IOTePsB CO3HaHue.

Bau Cy B yxace 3akpuyant:
— JIromu, OBICTPO TIO30BUTE JIeKaps!
OpHOBpPEMEHHO CIyTU NOAOLUIN U IepeHecnu Bay Ykao B COCEHION TEIIyI0 KOMHATY.

JTio#t Tao, neBelii cynbsi UMmiepaTopcKoy nedyeOHUIIb, OBICTPO IPUOLLI 110 BBI30BY, B3SIJI IIPABYIO PYKY
Baii UKao ¥ Hayasl BHUMAaTENbHO U3y4daTh NyNbc. C TeueHHeM BPpeEMEeHH ero JIUII0 CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE
MpayHee.

— JIrou-1uH, Kak 300poBbe KHA34 Luab? — crpocun Baii Cy, cTapasich Ka3aThCs PaBHOAYIIHEIM, HO



ero ceppte 6v110 HeCcToKoMHO. OH 3Ha, uTo Bait YKao MCI0oIb30Ball TAKTUKY CAMOIIOXKEPTBOBAHUS,
HO OH IIOOJAJICS Ha 9TO, ¥ HUYEro He MOT HOMeaTh.

CHauara, yBuzeB, 4To Bait Ykao moTepsin co3HaHUe, OH He CIUIIKOM Oecrokouncs. ITpocTosiB BCIO
HOYb ITOf MoxkaeM, Bait Yxkao mor 3a60i1eTh, HO TEJIO 3TOT0 pefeHKa Bcerma ObIIO KPEmKUM, U HUYero
Cepre3HOro OHITH He JomkHO. OgHAKO BhIpaxkeHue nuia JIroi Tao Ka3anmoch HEIPaBUIILHEIM.

JIrou Tao, ycnbiaB Boripoc Bat Cy, IOKJIOHUJICS TIepef HUM U MOIIPOCHUIT IPOLIeHNS:

— Bame BenmuuecTBo, IPOCTUTE MO0 HECTIOCOOHOCTh, HO COCTOSIHUE KH34 LIuHb TaXKenoe, U
JIeKapCTBa He IIOMOoryT!

Boaii Cy u3aMeHuICs B Nuile, COMHEBASCh:

— OTO0 BCET0 NUIIb MMPOCTYHOA ¥ TUX0PagKa, KakK MOXKeT OBITh... HACTOJILKO CEPHE3HO...
Ero cBiH, pa3Be OH ObLJI TAKUM C1aOBIM?

JTrott Tao mpomonKai KJIaHIThCS, 3aTeM 00bSICHUIT:

— Barrre Benn4ecTBo, Teo KH35 3a IMOCHIEIHNE TOIbl CUJIBHO ITOCTPaganao, OCHOBHI IIOMOPBAHEL.
Kpowme TOro, OH HejaBHO... HEJIaBHO...

— Yro eme? 'oBopu sicHo! — Bait Cy B stpocTu yoapun JItoit Tao, cOKUB ero ¢ HOT.
JTro#t Tao mopgHsICS 1 OBICTPO CHOBA BCTAJI HA KOJIEHM, 3aUKASICh:

— KH43b... KHSI3b HeJaBHO IIoTepsl pe6eHKa, 1 II0CJIe 3TOI'0 He BOCCTAHOBHUIICA, S9HEPIUH U KPOBHU
HCTOIIEHEBI, I0O3TOMY 3Ta JIMXOPaJKa BbI3BaJla BCE€ CTAPhI€ U HOBEIE 60H63HI/I, " COCTOsIHHE KpaﬁHe
OIlaCHOE, JIeKapCTBa HE IOMOTI'YT.

JTio#t Tao 3aKOHYMII TOBOPUTH, YCTABUBIIUCEH B 110JI. OH HE MOT IIPeCTaBUTh, KAKUM OyHeT
BHIpaXKeHUe JIUIla UMIIeEpaTopa B 9TOT MOMEHT.

[Totepst pebenka?! Bait Cy Gl TOTHOCTHIO omIesoMmiieH. OH Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aMep, IIpexye 4eM
CBs3aTh 9TH [iBa CJI0Ba ¢ Ba#t UKao. 3aTeM OH B IPOCTH Pa30uII BCe, YTO MOMAIOCh IO PYKY.

Crnrlllla TPOMKUE 3BYKM pa30uBatoierics mocynsl, JIroi Tao xKaxman, 4TOOH B IOy IOSIBUIACh
TPeIrHa, YTOOEl OH MOT IIPOBAIUTHCS.

Boaui Cy He BBI3BaJI APYrUX JIeKapeu, TUIlb Ipuka3ai JIoi Tao IpuUroToBUTh jieKapcTBo. JIou Tao,
TIOJIy4YUB IIPUKa3, yiIes, rI1y0oKo 06eCTIOKOeHHbIH. [I0BEPSET JIU eMy UMIIepaTop, UK yXKe CUUTaeT
€ro HeCyILIeCTBYIOIINM?

Bckope nocne sToro 113u Banb u npuniiecca FOaHbKaH, KOTOpas IpUIIa HABECTUTh €€, Y3HAJH O
6one3nu Bait Yxkao. OHU He Mornu npuiiTy B 3an CroaHbINK, I03TOMY IIOCNIANIX YelloBeKa B
BocTouHHI gBOpEL 3a HaCle[HbM IPUHIEM.

Korma Bait Mun npu6sin Bo gBoper BatisH, 131 Banb u npuniiecca FOaHbKaH peIgany B 00bSITUSIX
opyr apyra. OHu 3Hanu guarHo3 JIrou Tao u He X0Tenu BepuTh, 4To Bant UKao... Kak OH MOT...

Baii Mus, BUOA 3TO, ITIOCIIEIINII YTEUIUTh UX:

— Marymka, cTapiias cecTpa, I0XKalayucTa, yCIOKOUTeCh. MHI ele He Bufenu A-4Yxkao, BO3MOXKHO,



CUTyallusd HE TaK CEPBE3HA, KaK OHU I'OBOPAT.

Cpenu npubnuxeHHbX Bati Cy Mano KTo Ob11 671M30K K UMIlepaTpulle, U HHPopManus Moria ObITh
HEeJOCTOBEPHOMU.

[13u Baus, ycibllaB 9T0, HEMHOTO yCIloKounack. [Ipunnecca F0aHbpkaH, BEITHPas Clle3H, CKa3ana:

— 4 cnpiana ot miopel U3 3ana CioaHBIIM, YTO OTel] Pa30uI BCI0 KOMHATY, a Cyabs JI0M BHIIIET U3
3ajla, IpuUxXpaMbIBas.

Bsit MuH 1o4yBCTBOBAJ TIXKECTh B Cepflle, HO He IOKa3aJsl 3TOro:

— BmecTo Toro 4ToOH ragaTh 37eCh, S MOUAY ¥ II0CMOTPIO.

Ecnu 6v1 cocTosiHre Bait UYxkao He 6b110 mmoxum, Bait Cy He pa3o3nuics Obl ¥ He O6UIT 1eKaps.
L13u Baub cobpasack C OyXoM, YCIIOKOUJIACh ¥ HaCTaBHUJIA:

— Hacnennerii mpuHIl, uay GLICTPO, CO00IIAM, KaK TOIBKO OyIyT HOBOCTH.

Ee Yxkao, OH TOYHO He JOIXKEH YMEPETh.

Ba#i MuH kuBHYN 1 oTnpaBuics B 3an Cioanbim. OH coXkalielsl, 4To IPOLINIoi HOYklo He 3abpasn Bai
Ukao cujoii. Eciiu ObI oH HacTauBas, Bait Yxkao OH He...

Ha camom memne Bait MuH mpeKpacHO TOHUMAJI, YTO JaXKe eciii OBl OH HaCTauBaJjl, 9TO He TOMOTIIO
Ob1. Bait Ykao He ycmeimman O ero. B ux cropax oH Bcerga ycTyman, 6e3 HCKITIYeHH.

[Tpu6siB B 3an CioaHbiny, Batt MuH y3Hai, 4To Baii Cy paboTaeT ¢ moKyMeHTaMu B KabuHeTe, U
CHadaJa IMoIleN B TEMIyI0 KOMHATY, 9YTOOH yBUAeTh Bait Uxkao.
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