— OT1nuuHOe BUHO! — BHHO MOYTH MOTHOCTHIO MMPOIIUTAJIO €70 BEPXHIOW omexkay, Yxkao LIundosH
HeOPeKHO IIBLIPHYII TyCTOM MEOHBIN KYOOK B CTOPOHY, TPOMKO BOCXHIIIASCh apOMAaTOM.

Hunp XyaHb oxkupgan, uto LIuae L[310Hb pa3031UTCS U3-3a TOro, 4To Yxkao [IuHGIH YHU3UN €ro, HO, K
€r0 YOUBJIEHUIO, TOT He TOJIbKO He PacCepPOuIICA, HO U XJIOIHYJI B JIafOLIN, CMesCh:

— Mapkus, TH OeUCTBUTENILHO IpsiMonuHeeH! IMeTh Takoro 0o0IeCTHOTO reHepana, KakK Thl, —
UCTUHHOe OJ1aro g Haiero Benukoro a [Tu!

YuHOBHUKH, OyIy4H JTIOObMY ITPOHUIIATEILHEIME, CPa3y ke moanepkanu ero ciosa. [laxe Luub HOi,
BIIeYAT/IEHHBIN BRICTyIIeHHEeM Yxkao [IuH(IHA, BHITIISAE BOOAYIIEBIEHHBIM.

— Bamre BennuecTBo, MapKu3a ciaenyeT HarpaguTh! — LuHb L[310Hb, 0OUEBHOHO, yKe 3aqyMaJIcs O
TOM, YTO HJaXKe ecjIM 9TOT YeJI0BEeK He MPHUHECEeT MOJIb3k, OH CTAHET XOPOIIUM KOMIAHbOHOM MJIsS
Pa3BIEYEHMH, U TOTOMY CaM MPEII0KUI UMIEPATOPy HAaTPaiuTh €ro.

— Ia, na, HarpaguTh, — Lluae FOU He nepecTaBal KUBaTh, HO TYT K€ 03a[auuJICs:
— Ho 4yem Xke ero HarpaguTs?

Llunb 11310HE y2Ke coOMpasiCcs YTO-TO MPEII0XKUTh, KaK BAPYT Yxkao LIMH(IH MPEKIOHUIT KOJIeH:
TIepes TPOHOM:

— Bam cnyra ocmenuBaeTcs IPOCUTH Harpany caM, Bame BenudecTtso. He 3Hat0, COU3BONUTE 1K
pa3peluTs?

— 0O, Tak PaCCKaxXu, MdaPKuU3, 9E€T0 TEI XO4eIb? — I/IMnepaTop, He BH[s B 3TOM HHUYET O IIJIOX0ro, C
9HTY3Ma3MOM CIIPOCHII.

— Baim ciyra Xo4eT compoBoXKaaTh CBSIIEHHYI0 KOECHUIY 00paTHO B CTOJHUITY!

Kak TOnIbKO 9TH CJI0Ba OBIIM IIPOM3HECEHHI, XO0TA KaHIJIepa X3 YXe He OBII1O, HEKOTOphI€ YNHOBHUKN
BC€ K€ BLICTYIIUJIA ITPDOTUB:

— Mapkus, TH oxpanselnb CeBepo-3ala], CeBepHEIE BapBapHl ellle He YCMUPEHE!, KaK MOXKEIITh
COIIPOBOK/ATh KMIIEPATOpPa B CTOMHUILY!

Yxao LIuHGSH, CIIOBHO 0XKM[Iast 3TOT0, C IPEe3pPEeHreM MaXHYJ PYKOM:

— 3a 9TH TOfHl S TaK WX OTAEJIAall, YTO OHU U HOCY He KaxXyT. K ToMy ke 51 He coOMpaioCch 0CTaBaThCS
B CTO/IMIIe HaBCerga, IPOCTO X0Uy B3T/IAHYTh Ha CTOIMYHOE Belruune. BEpHYCh He I03Ke YeM 4epes
mapy MecsIes.

3aTeM OH C MOYTUTEIBHOCTBIO U JIECTHIO 06paTI/IJ'ICH K Lluns L310H10:

— XOTs T7IaBHBEIE CUITHI MATEXKHUKOB yKe YHHUTOXKEHBI MHOHM, OCTAaTKHU BCE ellle OpOsT CHapyxu. A
He MOTY YyBCTBOBATh Ce0sI CIIOKOHHO, TO3TOMY IIPOIIY Ballle BEICOYECTBO ITO3BOIUTH MHE
COIIPOBOKATh UMITEPATOPA.

— Henp3d... — HekoTophle cTapliive YUHOBHUKY BCe Ke IBITAJIUCh BO3paxKaTth, HO LluHb 1[310H
npuiypuncs. [Ipocs6a Uxkao Liundana sBHO eMy noHpaBuiack. Kusa3p L3u u kanumep Xa
OTCYTCTBOBAJIY, ¥ Teeph B 3ajie OH OBUI rJIaBHLIM. YTO MOT CHejlaTh 3TOT IJIYIBIN UMIEpaTop?

— CeBepsiHe OelCTBUTEIILHO [TI0KOPEHEI?



ka0 LIuHGSH C TOPOOCTHIO TOMHS PYKY:

— EcTecTBeHHO.

— Mapku3 [elCTBUTENIHHO BEPHETCS Yepes napy MecseB?
OH TBEPIO OTBETHUIT:

— HenpewmenHo!

Lwuub LI310HL CMOTPEII Ha HEeTO HECKOJIEKO MTHOBEHUH, 3aTEM IIOBEPHYIICA K LHuHb HOw u
TITOKJIOHHUJICA:

— Bame BenmuecTBo, Balll MOAaHHEIA CUMTAET, UTO CJIOBAa MapKu3a He0e30CHOBATEeIbHE. 3a
npenenaMu BpeMeHHOT0 OBOpIla pa300MHUKHY ellle He pa3TPOMIIEHEH, JIydlle IyCTh OH OXpaHseT Bac
10 JOPOTe B CTOJIHIIY.

[uup KO# mpuBHIK CTymIaTh KaHIyiepa X3, Koraa ToT OB PSAAoM, U KH34 LI3u, Korpma oH
IPUCYTCTBOBa... Ho cefiyac ux He OBINIO, ¥ OH PEIINI IOCIe0BaTh COBETY Mafliero 6para.
Wraopupys Bo3paxKeHUs CTapIIXX YNHOBHUKOB, OH MOAHSJ OOKasl ¥ MaXHYJ PyKOM:

— Torpga Tak u OBITH!

Yxkao LluabsH, yernbimas 3To, o6pamoBascs. OH cHavasla obiarogapuil UMIIEPaTopa, a 3aTeM CHOBa
1 CHOBa KnaHsics Lluae [13t0H10. TOT TOXKe ObLT IOBOJIEH, ¥ BCKOPE OHU CHOBA Hadalld UTPaTh B
a3apTHhIE UTPHL.

Bo3MoxKHO, 13-3a BUHHOTO T1apa B 3anie, Llunb Xyans, Habmogas 3a TeM, Kak Yxkao [{uadan u LiuHb
113108 pa3BeKaloTCs, IOYYyBCTBOBAJI CHJIbHYIO 00JIb B paHe Ha rpyAu. Bocloab30BaBIINCE TEM, YTO
HUKTO He oOpallaj Ha Hero BHUMaHUs, OH HaKoHel] cOexast u3 3aia CloaHby.

Own mwen B cMsiTeHuH, He uiia [19 [To, a mpocTo 6nyxman 6e3 menu. Korma o mpuinen B ce6st, TO 4yTh
He yIaJ B IPyQ B camy.

BpemenHnsiit gBoper TSHBI3I0HD HaX0OUIICS Hemaieko oT CeBepo-3amajia, ¥ B 9TO BpeMs rofia ¥ BOMIEI
yxe Obl10 mpoxnagHo. LluHb XyaHb, HECMOTPS Ha 00JIb B paHe, TSXKeJO0 O, HO faXKe BIIaXKHBIN
BO3[yX He MPUHOCUT o0nerdyenusi. EMy OBIJIO TakK TSXKeJO0, YTO OH efBa COEPKUBAJI CJIe3H.

B sTom He 6b110 HUYero mioxoro. Ecnu Yxkao Lundan mor c6nu3uthes ¢ Lunb LI310HEM U IpyruMy,
3HAYMT, OH ITOJTHOCTHIO 320l 0 LIuHb XyaHe.

B 3TOM... MEHCTBUTENBHO HEe OBIJI0O HUYETO IJIOXOTO0.

3abwiTh LluHb XyaHa, 60sbllle HE CTPafaTh OT CYpPOBHIX ycaoBui CeBepo-3anaza, BEPHYTLCS B
POCKOIITHYIO CTOJIUITY ¥, XOTS YK€ He I0HOIIA, HAacJlaXKAaThCs JKU3HbIO, TI000BAThCS I[BETAMU U
MBaMHU.

— MarneHbKUM KHS3b, 4ero onsaTh 3abpen B Takue Mecta? HeyxXenu He XBaTajio MafleHUs C
JIECTHUIIE], PEIINI IPLITHYTh B 03€P0?

Luup XyaHb pE3K0 3aMep, Me[JIEHHO [TI0BePHYBIUXCE. BCe TOT XKe pe3Kuu 3alnax BUHA, BCE TO XKe
3HAKOMOe€ JIUIIO.

— Mapkus, noyemy He Ibelllb B 3ajie, a npullen coga? — Ctapasich COXpPaHATh CIIOKOKWCTBUE, OH



XO0JIOOHO CIIPOCHIL.

— EcTecTBeHHO, mepebpal, BHIIEI HCKATh MECTO, I'ie HUKOTO HEeT, YTOORI IIPOBETPUTHCS, fa He XOTeI
CHOBA BCTPETHUTh MaJIEHbKOT0 KH351. — Ykao LuH(poH He mogxomus 61uxKe, a MPoCTo ceml Ha
0OJIBIIION KaMEHbE.

HuHb XyaHB CTOAJI Ha MECTe. EMy XO0TeJIOCh IIOTOBOPHUTE C HUM €Ille, HO B AYIIe OBIJIO CIIMIITKOM
TsA2K€eJI0, U OH PEelInuJI IIPOMOJIYaTh:

— B TakoMm cny4ae s 3mech MUUIHUA. [TpoLTy MPOIIEHUS.

Cxka3zaB 3TO0, OH ITOBEPHYJICS U IOIIENT B IPOTHUBOIIONIOXKHYI0 CTOPOHY, HO He YCIIEeN CaeNaTh U
HECKOJIBKHX IIIar0B, KaK yCbimian roioc Yxkao [IuHdoHa 32 CIUHOM:

— ManeHbKH# KHSI3b BHITJISOUT Tak, 6y'JITO Ha Oyiie y Hero TOCKJINBO.

Luub XyaHb B3OPOTHY, JIUIIL HEHAOJITO0 OCTAHOBUBILIKCDH, HO TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO TOT
npubnuxKaeTcs.

— B camowm pene, 6yay4yu mpsSMBIM IIOTOMKOM MMIIEPAaTOPCKOTO POfia, IIOBCIOAY BCTPeYaTh X0JI0gHbIE
B3TJISIOBL U IpeHeOpexkeHue... [J0IKHO OBITh, JKUTh TaK HeJlerko. — Yxkao LluHdaH mar 3a marom
npubnuzKacs, ¢ HOTKOM HaCMeIIKU B roJoce:

— He 3Hal0, MaJIeHbKHI KHSI3b, IO AylIe I Tebe Takoe?

— He nmonuMaio HaMeKa, Mapku3. — LluHb XyaHb 4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK CHJIbHO ObETCS ero cepale.
Heyxenu oH He...

— MarneHbKUY KHSI3b, KOHEYHO XK€, He cMupuics. — Yxkao [luudaH, u3MEeHUB TOH, BCTal IepPeN
Huup XyaHeM:

— TBI HE CMOXKEIIb CMUPUTLCS C TEM, YTOOBI BCIO KU3Hb ObITH 3alIePTHIM B CTE€HaX ABOPIIA, HE
CMOZKEIIlb CMUPUTHCS C TeM, YTOOH! OBITh HUXKE IPYTUX, HE CMOXKEIh CMUPUTLCS C TEM, YTOORI
CMOTpETH, KakK rocymapcTso [la Llu pymuTcs: B pyKax 9THUX TJIYIIIOB.

— Becnopsimku B BpeMeHHOM ABOPIIE — BOBCE HE CITy4alHOCTh. — YkKao [IuHGIH MOHU3UI TOJI0C,
packphiBasd yrpo3y, HaBucllyio Hap [la Lu:

— WmMnepaTop cnaboyMmeH u Hecrioco6eH, KHA3b L[3u u X3 YUKMH KOHTPOJIUPYIOT IBOP, B IPOBUHLIUSX
HaKallJIMBaeTCsl HeJJOBOJIbCTBO, @ 'y0epHATOPH! y2Ke UMEIOT CBou apMuu. Ceryac Bce KAYT JIUIIb
TI0BOJja — U CTPaHY OXBATHUT Xaoc.

Ins Hero nagenue [la Llu 6b1JI0 KaK yIrpo30#, TaK ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTHIO.

— MarneHbKUY KHS3b, THl HEUCTBUTEILHO cMUPHUICS? — CHOBa 3afiaBasi 3TOT Bompoc, Yxkao Liuudan
3actaBunl LluHb XyaHs cxKaTh Ky/aku. TOT IMOMHS I'/Ta3a U MOCMOTPENT Ha YejloBeKa mepef co6ow.

HecMmoTps Ha 3amax BUHA, €T0 JIUIO ObIIO CEepPbe3HBIM, U B3TJISI, ITOIHBIN TPEJaHHOCTH, He UcYe3
Maxe I0CJIe IIeCTHAMIATH JIET CYPOBLIX YCIIOBUM Ha I'PaHUIIE.

— IMoyemy? — l'onoc Lunb XyaHs IpoxKaj, U OH He MOT IIOHSTh, OBIJIO I 9TO 3aMeIIaTeNbCTBO,
BOOAYIIEBIIEHNE UJIU CKPHITas PafoCTh:

— Tr1, MapKu3, KOMaHOYyIOIMK BoMicKaMu Ha CeBepo-3amnafe. [laxe eCliy CTpaHa MOTPY3UTCS B Xaoc,



ThI CMOZXKEIIIb CO3AdaTh CBOE I'OCyoapCTBO. Hoquy TBI XOYEIIb IIOAOEPXKAaTh TaKOr'o 0ecron1e3Horo
4YeJI0OBEeKa, KakK {1, Y KOTOPOIro HET HU CBsI3€H, HU HOJIJI[ep}KKI/I?

Yxao LIuHbIH MOoT4a CMOTPEN Ha HETO, ¥ Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPEMS €T0 I'0JIOC CTall XPUILIBIM:
— Tol He 6e3MapPHOCTb.

— THI BHYK IIOKOMHOTO UMIlepaTopa. TBoM oTell, XOTh 1 ObUI €1ab 3MOPOBhEM, TEM HE MEHEE BOJIOYUHII
cBoe 60bHOE TeJo, YTOOH GOPOTHCS 3a CllaBy MaTepU U NMPOKJIaAbBaTh MyTh OpaTy. TBOM pogHOM
nsps... — OH Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aMOJT4all, CJIOBHO IIOTPY3UBIIKUCH B BOCTIOMUHAHMUS:

— IOHBIM ¥ MyOpPHIY, OH, OKA3aBIINCh B TPYOHOM CUTYalluy, CMOT HAaUTU BBIXOA U [0 KOHIIA OCTaJICS
BEpPEH UMIIepaTopy U CTPaHe...

— B Tebe TeueT Ta xke KPOBB, 9YTO U B HUX. A He BEPIO, 9TO THI — 6e3JIapHOCTB.

Lluab XyaHb CTTIOTHYJI, HO He CMOT NIPOU3HeCTH HU cioBa. OH cMoTpen Ha Yxkao LuHdsHa, 604CH,
4YTO Maslelilllee JBUKEHNE TTla3aMy BEI30BeT clie3kl. Yxkao LIuH(pIH Ke 0TBEPHYJICS, He B CUJIaX
CMOTpeTH Ha MU0, HanoMuHaBinee Llune XyaHsl Ha CeMb UM BOCEMb 4acCTeu.

— A ecnu g oTKaxych? — Lluab XyaHb, COOpPABIIKCH C CUJIaMU, CIIPOCHII:
— Ecnu s 0TKaxXycCh, MapKu3, 4YTO THL CHe/laellb?
Yxxao LluHOIH TBEPAO CMOTPEII Ha HETO U 4epe3 HEKOTOPOe BPEMS YBEPEHHO IIPOU3HEC:

— Ecnu MasieHbKUY KHA3b COTJIacUTCA, YXKao, pa3yMeeTcs, IPUJIOKUT BCe CUJIBL AJjid oMoy, Eciu
OTKaXeIIbCs, 3TO TOXKe He CTPAIIHO... { BCce paBHO IIPUJIOKY BCe YCUIHUS, YTOOH mmopmepxkath [a Ly,
6opoThcs ¢ X3 YiimHOM U KHs13eM 1131 10 KOHIIa.

— 3auem Tebe 3T0 HyxkHO! T Befib MOT OBl OCTAThCSI B CTOPOHE, 3a4eM JIe3Thb B 3Ty Ipsa3b! — LluHb
XyaHb HaKOHEI] He BhiiepkKas u 3akpudai. [lodemy... [llecTHaAmaTh 1eT Ha TpaHulle, pa3se Tebe He
XBaTUJIO CTpafjaHuu?!

ABTOp XOYeT CKa3aTh:
Huup XyaHb: Moy ManeHbKUH IIEHOK MeHs He TOMHUT QAQ

Yxao Lundon: Het! 4 HeBuHOBEH!
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