— TloTaliHasi mBepb BHYTPH 3aKphITa. ECK OHA 3aKPHITa, OTKPHITH €8 MOXKHO TOJIbKO U3HYTPH, —
Croans 113u 3a0pan K04 U THXO CKa3asl. — [10x0xKe, OH 3aKpPhUI ee U3HYTPH.

— YTto menath? — Cy 2KoMy IPOTSHYJ PYKY ¥ CJIeTKa MOCTy4aJs 110 KaMeHHOM [IBepH, HO,
€CTeCTBEHHO, He YCIIBIIIAa OTBETA.

BayTtpu rpobnauIe Croans Ot cMoTpen Ha rpob, CTOSIIN B IIEHTPe, TAe TOKOUIach ero MaTh,
eOUHCTBEHHAs, KTO KOTrfa-1u00 fapuil eMy TEIo B 3TOM MUPE.

OH nopoIiesn ¥ MedJIeHHO MPOBEN PYKOM 0 UCKYCHO PaCIMCAHHOM KPHIIIKE Ipoba, MOJTHBIN
HOCTaJIbT UM.

— Mawma, Te6e 3mech xopoiro? CeiH, 5aoap, mpuien HaBeCTUTh TeOs.

Kprimka rpo6a Oria 3aKperneHa, I03TOMY OH He MOT ee OTKPHITE. [IyMasi 0 TOM, YTO BHYTPH JIEXKUT
caMasi noOpasi ¥ HeXKHas MaTh B MUPe€, eTr0 CePJille HaloIHUIOCh TemnoM. Ecnu O6bl 0Ha Oblyla XKUBa,
eMy ObI He IIPUIIIOCH OBITH TAKUM JKaJIKUM.

— Be3 Tebs, MaMa, MHe Tak Tsxkeso! Th ObIIa MpaBa, UMIIEPATOPCKUH IBOPEIl — 3TO MECTO, KOTOPOe
IIOXXUpaeT J0gel.

CeB Ha II0JI, IPUCJIOHUBINKUCH CIIMHOM K IPo0y, OH CMOTPE Ha IPeKpacHbe POCIKUCH Ha MOoToKe. Ha
OIHOM M3 HUX OH yBUOEN peOeHKa, CMOTPSIIEro Ha opJa, mapsuero B Hebe.

9T0 OBLT OH CaM, BCeryia CMOTPSLIMIA B He060, MeuTasi 0 CBoOOfe.

— MamMa, 3Haelb U TH, YTO IIOCJIE TBOEM CMEPTH MHE ObIJIO0 TakK TSkKeso. Teneps s HAKOHEIT TOHSJI,
TI0YeMy OTell He JII0OUIT MeHs, T0YeMy HUKOTa He Opal MeHs Ha LlepeMoHuu. OKa3kIBaeTCs, 1 He
pebeHOK ITpefbIayILIero UMIepaTopa, y MeHs HeT HUKaKOM KpOBHOU cBa3u ¢ CioaHb L[3u u Ipyrumu.
Bce 3T0 GBIIO TYCTHIM.

OH nOKU3HYU CTPOUJI IIJIaHBl, HO B UTOTE IIOJIyYUII TAKOU pe3ynbTaT. Kakas upoHus.
[MTpumypusiuch, Croans KO MITKO IIPOBesI PyKoH 1o rpody.

— Ecnu 6b1 TH GbIsTa 3€Ch, MaMa, MHe OBl He MPUIIIOCh TaK CTPadaTh. Temeps s 3Hal0, YTO BCS MOS
JKU3HL OBLIA IOTaYKOH.

OH xuJ Kak nofayka. C geTcTBa Bce 3aBUOBAJIU €0 CTATyCy IMIPUHIIA, HO KTO MOT IIOHSThL ero 601b U
cine3rl? B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BCe 0Ka3aJloCh MIyCTHIM.

Korpa Cy Komy u Croass L13u mpomuiu 4epe3 oTaHou X0, oHY yBUnenu Croans s, cugdinero Ha
KPHILIKe Tpo0a, X0JIOMHO CMOTPSIIETr0 Ha HUX.

— BrI ipumu.

Croanb Ot 3Ha/I, 4YTO OHHM IPHUAYT. B 9THX rpoOHUIIAX, KPOME TJIaBHOTO BXOfa, ORI ellle U MOTAWHON
XO0[I C JTIOByIIKaMu. Eciu He 3HATh, Tle OHU HAaXOMSTCSI, MOXKHO JIETKO MTOTUOHYTh.

— Bynyuu cTapmuM CHIHOM NPeAbIAyINero UMIepaTopa, Thl, KOHEYHO, 3HAEIh BCe JIOBYIIKU B 9TUX
xopax, — Croanb LI3u nmopusn rina3a Ha Cioanb FOsi, 1 B ero B3r/isifie YuTanach rinybokast UPOHUs, HO
3To OBlIa UPOHUS He K HUM, a K caMoMy cebe. — Teleps 51 HAKOHeIl [TOHSJI, I0YeMy MaMa [0BOpHJIia
MHe He 00poTbca. OKa3bIBaeTCsl, HUUero He IPUHAMJIEXKUT MHeE.



Bups neuass Ha ero nune, Cy 2KoMy MOHSII, 4TO OH CKOPOUT O CBOe# cymb0e.

— Kusa3w Csanb, 3aueM? Ecnu 0651 y TeOs He ObII0 Henmomo6aromux aMOuLnii, Tl ObI BCIO KU3Hb
HacIaXOascsl POCKOIIbI0 1 60raTCTBOM, AyMasi, YTO He MOXKeIllb UMETh fleTei u3-3a 601e3HeN B
OeTCTBe.

Teneps, Korma BCce pacKpLLUIOCH, CTpafaeT TOIbKO OH caM, APYTUe Xe He [I0CTpajalid HU Ha UOTY.
— Xm! Hacnepuuk Cy TOBOpUT Tak J€rKo. A Tl OBl cMOT'?
[Toguss rna3a Ha Hero, CoaHb FOU ¢ mpe3peHreM U HaCMEIIKO! ITOCMOTPEN Ha HeTo.

— THI, IPOCTOY YeIOBEK, BePHYBILUCEH B CTOJIUILY, 3HAEIIh, KaK IIOOHUMATLCSA BBEPX, a KaK e IIPUHI?
[Touemy?

— A gT0 THI ce#tuac monyuun? [lymMal, 4TO THl BEICOKOIIOCTABIEHHEIN IIPUHII, @ 0Ka3aJICs Ha Kpalo
MMIIePaTOPCKOM ceMbH, faxke He IpuHIl. Ecnu Obl 1 GBI Ha TBOEM MeCTe, TP MyIpOM UMIIepaTope U
IIPOI[BETAIOIEH CTPaHe, s1 OBl CIIOKOMHO KUJT KaK CBOOOIHLINA KHS3b. Bemb B IpolBeTaIoIeM
TOCyJapCTBe HUKTO HUKOTHA He BHIMUTPEIBAJI O0PHOY 3a TPOH y cTapiiero OpaTa, KOHEYHO, €CIIH Y
OpaTa HeT HacemgHUKOB. C caMoro Havaja Thl OblT 06pedeH Ha MopaxKeHue, IPOCTO CaM 3TOT0 He
TIOHUMAJI.

YectHO rosops, Cy 2KoMy percTBuTenpHO XKanesl CoaHb 0. B uTore oH oka3asncs He CHIHOM
UMIIEpaTopa, a IoOOMeHEeHHbM peOeHKOM, CTaBIINM CaMOil OOJIBbINION MIYTKON B MUDE.

— HeKOTOpre BeIllX He TBOH, HE CTOUT O HUX MeUTaTh. ITO HaKa3aHUE 3a TBOIO Oep30CTh, — CroaHb
3u ¢ CEPLE3HEIM M XOJIOOHBIM JIMIIOM IIOCMOTPEI Ha HEro.

Croans IOii, ycrnbimaB ero cioBa, cnabo yCMexXHYJICs.

— Xwm! Croans 113y, THI, CTapIIUi ChIH, KaK MOXKEIb IIOHATH MOU YyBCTBA U TO, Yepe3 YTO g IPOIIeT
BCe 3TH Tofbl. [loueMy TOIBKO IIOTOMY, UTO ThI CTAPIIKii CHIH, BCce O1ara Mupa moctaioTcs Tebe? Trl
CUUTaelllb 3TO eCTECTBEHHBIM, HO AyMaJl JIX Thl O YyBCTBax Apyrux? CerogHs g Mpourpas, u MHe
Heuyero cKasarTh.

Ycnpias ero cimoBa, Cy 2KoMy ¢ JIeTKOM yCMEIIKOM IToKadas I'0JIOBOM.

— He oxwupgarn, 4T0 Bcerna pacyeTnInBhIM KHA3b CSIHb BEPUT B CIIPABEIJIMBOCTE? ITO CMeIHO! B aTOM
MUPE, KPOME CMEPTH, HET HAUUETO CIIPABEIIUBOTO.

— IIa, — Cioanb HO# mopHs rooBy K rpo0y u cinabo ynbeOHYICs.

YepHas KpPOBb Me[IJIEHHO ITOTEKJIa U3 YTOJIKa ero pra, KalmHyB Ha OeI0CHEXKHYIO OfeXK/y, 3aTeM U3
Hoca. YepHast KPOBb CHeIana ero JuIo OJ1eJHEIM, KaK y IpU3pakKa, myrawlre 61eqHbIM.

Cy KoMy 3HaJ, 4TO OH IIPUHSAJ 41, U TElepb OH Hayall JelCTBOBaTh.

— B cnepnytormedt XK13HY, €CNU OHa AENUCTBUTENILHO €CTh, I HafleloCh, UTO He O6yay UMeTh HUYEero
00111ero ¢ UMIIePaTOPCKOM CeMbeil. 3HaeTe JIX Bhl, YTO S BCEra AyMal: ObITh OOBIYHEIM YEJI0BEKOM —
3TO IEeHCTBUTENHHO XOPOIIO!

MepnneHHO 3aKphIB I'1a3a, Croans Ot ¢ yapIOKOM CMUPEHUST TUXO0 TOKUHYJTT 3TOT MUP.

YBupes, 4To 0H nepectan gelmath, Cy 2Komy mocmoTpen Ha CroaHb LI3u.



— Ymep?

— Ia, — Croaus LI3u KuBHYJ, ero B3r/IAL ynal Ha rpob HanoxHuIs Jiu. B3sgs Cy 2Komy 3a pyKy, OHI
BBILIIY.

Y nBepu rpOOHUITEI OHU OTKPHIUIN IIOTAWHOM X0f], 1 KaMeHHas ABepb MeAJIeHHO OTKphUIack. JIyuu
COJTHIIA OCBETUIIX UX, U B 9TOT MOMeHT npulninu OysiH JISH u Opyrue, YOIUBIEHHO TTISOq Ha HUX.

— Ku43s, kakK Bce npouio? — OysH JISH I0CMOTpeN 3a UX CIUHL, He 3Hasl, YTO IIPOU30III0 BHYTPH.
Yro cnyuusnocs ¢ Croass F0em?

Cy KoMy 1mocMOTpeJ Ha BCEX.
— Croansp I0ii npussn an u ymep 3gech. oute u 3abepute ero Teno.
— [ToXOpOHUTE €T0 Ha 10KHOM CKJIOHE T'OpHl, OTKyHa OyfeT BUgHa rpoOHKIIa HAaJTOKHUIIEL JIu.

Croanb 113u, B3siB Cy 2Komy 3a pyKy, Bhimien. ConmaTel, OXpaHsBIINEe IPOOHUITY, OBICTPO BOIIUIH,
YTOOBI OCMOTPETD CHUTYAIIHIO.

— Baime BricouecTBo, HYKHO 7T COOOIIUTHL BooBcTByoie nuMmnepartpuie? — Yxkao K03, BIrnsiHYB
BHYTPb, TUXO CIIPOCHUJ. BOOBCTByIOIas HMIlepaTpHlla U HajoXKHuUIa JIu ObUIM KaK CECTPHI, 3TO 3HAJU
Bce. B konI1e koH110B, Croaus HOi OBIT HOMUHAJIBHEIM CHIHOM HAJIOKHUIIEL JIH.

Croasb 1131 OKMHYJI BCEX XOJIOMHBIM B3TISOM.

— Her, oH He 4NleH UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbHU, €T0 HENIb3sI XOPOHUTh B UMIIEPATOPCKOM MaB30JIee.
— Cnyuarcs.

Kak TONbKO OH TPOU3HEC 3THU CJIOBA, BCE TIOYTUTEIHLHO OTBETUIIH.

Croanb LI3u mopyuun uM pa3oOpathcs ¢ cutyauued, B3s1 Cy 2KoMy 3a pyKy u IOoIIIeN K TPOOHHUIE
mpepAyIero uMmmnepaTopa. OH He BOIIEJ, a TONbKO MOKIoHUCS ¢ Cy 2KoMy cHapyu, ¥ OHU TOIITA
asblie.

Onu WU MoI4a, UX Cephla HaloJIHEHBI TEIJIOM U IoKoeM. ['TII1s1 Ha COJTHEYHBIM CBET Haf I'0JIOBOH,
Croanb 113u crtabo yiaeIOHYICS.

— 2Komy. Kak xopotiro, 4To T ecTh! FiMIepaTopckasi ceMbsI BCerfia X0JI0fiHa, HO C TOOOH s YyYBCTBYIO
cebst YeJI0BEKOM, a He IIPOCTO KHSI3eM, KOTOPHIM BCeraa TOJIbKO padoTaer.

YcnrimaB ero ciosa, Cy 2Komy crma6o yaslOHYIICS, ero rja3a HaloTHUIUCh HeXKHOCTBIO.
— 4 Toxe Tak gymato!

Boccranue kHs35 CsiHL OBITIO 6BICTpO IIOOaBJIEHO HACIIEOHUKOM YOEJIbHOTO KHA351 X9Ha U KHI3eM
,'[[yaHeM. Kus3p CssHb TOKOHYMII C CO60fI, U TaK KakK OH He ObII CBIHOM IIpeaeInymero uMIiiepaTopa,
€ro IOXOPOHHUIIKN Ha JUKOM XOJIME.

[Tocrne aToro BomoBcTByMOLIAs UMIIEpaTPUIla ¥ KMIIEPATOP IIPOBEJIH I'PAHOUO3HYIO IIePEMOHUI0
JKepTBOIpUHOIIeHus1, Onaromaps Hebeca 1 mpenokoB 3a 3amuTy quHAcTuK CIOAHBTSHB.

B Tom xe rogy HaCJIemHUK YOEeJIbHOI O KHA34d X9Ha YHacCenoBaJ TUTYJI CBOEro OTIla, CTaB HOBBEIM



yIeJbHEIM KHSI3eM X9HOM U OHOBPeMeHHO aupekTopoM Akapemuu [lanizus. Ha crnemyromuii rop
KH$3b [lyaHb KEHUJICS, YTO CTAJIO IIEPBHIM CJIyYyaeM B UCTOPUHU AuHACTUM CI0AHbTSIHB, KOTAa KHS3b
JKEeHHUJICS Ha MyXKuuHe. LlepeMoHus Obllla HEBEPOSITHO POCKOIIIHOM, BEI3BIBAS 3aBUCTh ¥ BCEX MYXKUYUH
1 JXKEHIIUH.

B KoHIIe TOTO XKe rofa KHs3b [lyaHb Hadas IOCTEIIeHHO OTKA3bIBATLCS OT BJIACTH, OCTABUB 3a CO0O0i
TOJIPKO He3HAUYUTEeJIbHbIE [iefla M BMEIINBasiCh TOIBKO B BasKHBIE TOCYOapCTBEHHBIE BOIIPOCHL. TaKou
JIETKUU OTKa3 OT BJIacTH OBLI 3alKCaH B UCTOPUIO KaK CaMblil BEJTMKOOYIITHEIN MTOCTYTIOK KHS3S.
VimeHHO Grarogaps 3TOMY OH IIPOKUJI OCTaBIIYIOCS XKU3Hb B II0UETE U ITOKOE, 3aBOEBAB I0BEpUE
TpeX MOKOJIeHNWH MMIIepaTopoB AuHacTu CI0aHbTSIHb, M BMECTE C yAEIbHBIM KHA3eM X3HOM CTall
JIETEHMI0M, 0 KOTOPOU MMOMHST U Yepe3 ThICAYY JeT!

CmycTs CTO JIeT OHU OB ITOXOPOHEHB! BMECTe, U KpOMe YePHOT0 MOMyras, B UX 'PpoOHHUIIe He OBIIO0
HUAKaKUX OPYTUX IPEIMETOB, YTO CAEJIal0 UX MOTHUIY CaMOM IIPOCTOM Cpefy KHAKECKUX
3aX0poHeHuM. Yepe3 THICSIYY JIEeT BCE UMIIEPATOPCKUE IPOOHUIEI AuHACTUY Cl0aHbTSIHb OBIITU
pasrpalbieHsl, HO rpoOHUIA KHI35 [lyaHs ocTajach HETPOHYTOM, CTaB HACTOSIIEN IereHgo!
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