Aup 2KOYK9HB C TPYOOM ITOOHSAJICA, IIOCTAaBXUB CBOM HOTHM Ha XOJ'IOJIHHfI ITOJI.

— Xopo11o, s cerdac xe yMpy! — 3akpudain OH, IpoxKa, ONUpasiCh Ha Kpau KpoBaTu. Ero Teno
II0OKa4YMBaJIOCh, ¥ OH C CUJION Opocui ce0s Ha CTOM: BEPXHSS 4acTh Tejla ylaja Ha IIOBEPXHOCTh, a
HOTH OCTAJIUCh IIOJIyCOTHYTHIMU Ha 110J1y. OH CXBaTUJI YalllKy U C CUJIOX YAAPHUII €10 O CTOJI, a 3aTeM,
CXBaTUB OCKOJIKH, IIOTILITAJICS Ilepepe3aTh cebe TopIio.

Anp L[3bILKH, YBUAEB 9TO, UCIIYTaJICS U, JEUCTBYSI MOJIHUEHOCHO, BEIXBATUJI OCKOJIKU U3 PYK OTIIA.
A 2KOuK9Hb 30 BCEX CHJI IBITAJICSI 0TOOPATh X, HO He CMOT. SHb LI3BIIKMH C CHIION BEIPBAJI
OCKOJIKH, ¥ fIHb 2KO4K5Hb yIlaja Ha I0JI, CIE3bI CTEKa/IH II0 ero JIHILY.

— Jlaxe ecnu TH yMpelns! TuHBe He BEPHETCS! — ¢ THEBOM 3akpuyasn fAHb L[3bIuH.
I'onoc Adub 2KouxkaHA OB CIIaOBIM:
— Tl ceiH JInH! Kak TH MOXKellb MeHSI HeHAaBUOETh!

Aup LI3BIMH, B OTYaSTHUY, Hadasl XOOUTh [0 KOMHATE, KPEIIKO CXKUMas ToJIoBy pykamu. Emy
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO I'0JI0Ba BOT-BOT B30PBETCA. [Touemy? [ToueMy OH [OXKEH KUTb B UMIIEPATOPCKOM
ceMbe! [Touemy ero oten — youtinia My Tunbe! [Touemy!

OH mHYT CTYJ, ¥ TOT C TPOXOTOM YIIaj Ha IMOJL.

— Bamre BenmuyectBo! Bam HU4Yero HeT? — OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCU eBHYX LIsHb y mBepu. MMmepaTop
IpHrKa3al, YTOObl HUKTO He BXOXUI 6e3 pa3pelieHus.

— Bon! Tlowu BoH! — 3akpuyan AHb L[3EILIUH B CTOPOHY OBEPU.

BHesanHo f1Hb 2KOUYK9HE Hadas TSKeJI0 OHIIIATh, €T0 Tla3a 3aKaTUJIUCh, @ U130 PTa IIOTEKIIa CIII0HA.
OH OTKPBIT POT, U3TaBast JIUIIIb XPUILIEE 3BYKH, ¥ KPEIIKO C3KaJl TPYMb, CJIOBHO PEIOa, BHIOPOIIeHHAS
Ha CYIIy.

Aup LI3BILWH 3aKPHII I'J1a3a, CXKaB KyJlaku.

«TuHBE, TPOCTH, TPOCTH, ST HUKOTHA HE CMOTY OTOMCTHUTE 3a Te0s1. Ecnu s momaay B 3arpoOHBIN MUD,
IIYCTh 5 TIONaAy B BOCEMHAALATHIN af».

OH omycTHICS Ha TOJI, B35 Teso AHb 2KOUK9HS Ha PYKH U IpuxKan K cede:
— Oret, oTell, 3TO 5 ObLT HETIPAB, OTKPO I'la3a, IOCMOTPH Ha MEHS.

Aup 2KOUK9HB BCE eIllé He MPUXOAUI B cebs.

Anp 1I3BIIMH cKa3al:

— I[TocMoOTpH, 3TO ITOKOM MATYIIKHU, 30ECh HAXOOUTCS KEHIIMHA, KOTOPYIO ThI JTIOOUIIb OOJIbIIIE BCEX.
ThI X04elb, YTOOLI OHA yBUAesa Tebs B TAKOM COCTOSTHUN?

Ycneimas 314 c10Ba, AHb 2KOYXK3Hb CJIOBHO NIPUHAJ YYHOAEUCTBEHHOE JIEKAPCTBO U IIOCTEIIEHHO
yCIOKOUJICS. XOTSI OH BCE €Ilé TSIZKeJI0 HBIIIajl, ero B3TJISM CTajl HOopMaabHEIM. AHb LI3BIIMH
0071eTYEHHO B3JOXHYJ ¥ BEITED CIIIOHY C €T0 pTa.

OH ynoxui ero Ha KpoBaTh, U AHb 2KOUKIHb KPEIIKO YCHYIIL.



Aup LI3BILIUH CMOTPEN B OKHO.

«TuHBE, TYCTh 5 MOMAAy B BOCEMHAMAIATHIN af. Mo# OTell yXKe MOJTy4nIT CBOE HaKa3aHUe, MyCTh BCE
rpexu MafyT Ha MEeHS».

O npocupen y OKHa LeNIbii IeHb, T4 Ha [BETYIINe CIUBLL 32 OKHOM. BADPYT OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO
OH — CaMOe CMEIITHOE CYIIECTBO B 3TOM Mupe. My TuHbe orub OT PyKH €ro0 OTIia, a OH HUYETO He
MOKET CHenaTth. [IeCsaThb JIeT OH XKUJI C XKejlaHueM OTOMCTUTH 3a THHDBE, a Telepb BHIHYXKOEeH
O0TKA3aThCs OT 9TOTO0 pafy 370POBbS OTHa. [1o mekam AHb LI3bIIMHA TOTEKIIM CIE3H. [T Ha IIOKOU
MaTepH, OH He MOT He CIIPOCHUTh:

«Martymika, 3a4eM THI IPUBEJIa MEHS B 3TOT MUp? f — BCero nulllb nocMmemuiie. Kak MHe Tenepb
CMOTPETH B I'Jla3a oTLy? Kak MHe CMOTpPeTh B rjia3a TuHBEe B eBATU UCTOUHUKAX?»

— Ero BricouecTBO mpuHIl JInH mpocumen 30ech BCI0 HOYb. A KTO 2Ke 3a60Tuscs 00 ummeparope? —
pa3mancs X0JI0oHBIM T'0IoC.

He o6opauuBasich, Aub LI3BITMH 3HAJ, YTO 3TO I'0JIOC HEIHEIIHEeH uMnepaTpulbl. OH He3aMeTHO
BBITED CJIE3BI U, TIOBEPHYBIIUCH, C JIEASHHIM BEIpaKeHUEM JIUIla MTOKJIOHUIICS:

— IIpuBETCTBYIO MaTyLUIKy-UMIIEPATPHILY.
VmnepaTpulia yooBIE€TBOPUTEIHHO KUBHYIA:

— Hy Bc€, cegpMoii, TH ycTan 3a 9T4 gBa gHA. OcTanbHOE 0CTaBb MHe, CTyal oTHoxHu. — C
yIIEIOKOY OHa MOZOIIyIa K KPOBaTH U Cea.

fAupb 1I3BIIMH X0TeN 0TKA3aThCs, HO ITOTOM ITOAYMaJl, 4To 3TO OymeT ocBoboxoeHueM. Emy He
IPUAETCS CTAJIKUBATLCS C OTLIOM, ¥ OH He OyfeT BCrlOMUHATh 0 My Tun®be.

— Torpa oTIia s BBePSI0 MATYIIKe, CHIH ITOIPOCUIICS 0ToWTH. OTell He MIOOUT, KOTHa BXOAST YyKHUe,
HaJIel0Ch, MATYIIKa UCIIOJTHUT €T0 BOJII0, — CKa3an fAHb L[3bIIKH.

— Tebe He HYKHO YYUThL MeH$, KaK IIOCTyIaTh, — C HEJJOBOJILCTBOM OTBETHIIa UMIIEPaTPHIla, €€
B3TJIAN CTaJl XOJIOMHBIM.

fAup 1I3bIMH TOBEPHYJICA U yIIes. ['0710C MMIIepaTPUIEl HOHECCS C3agu:

— Eme HamoMmHIO Tebe, 30JI0TYIO KJIETKY IIOIIPAYE IIOJIYYIIIe. Jrta KpaCaBHUIla — He HpOCTOfI YEeJI0OBEK.
Ecnm 0 cembMOM TOCIIOTWHE HOfIHYT CJIyXH O €er0 CKJIOHHOCTH K MYyXK4YHHaM, 3TO 6y11eT IIO30POM [Jid
Halllero UMIIeEpaTOpPCKOIro noMa.

Aup LI3BIIKUH CXKaJl KyJIaKu:
— Brnarogapio MaTyIIKy 3a HallOMUHAHUE.

B pe3upeniuu npuHia JInda AdHb LI3bIIUH U3ganeKa YBUOE U3SLUIHYI0 GUTYPY HA CTYIEHSX, Oemnyo,
CJIOBHO CHET, CUASIIYIO B MHBAUIHOM KpECJIe.

OH HECKOJILKUMH OBICTPEIMH IIaTaMH TIOMOIIEN U, IPUCEB Ha KOPTOYKH, B3SIJT XOJIOOHbIe pyKu HO
JIumo B cBOM; cepplle TIePeroIHsiIa HeKHOCTb.

— A-Jlo, 3aueM ThI BEIOpasics Hapyxky? CoJHIIe ellé He B3OIIJIO0, B TaKy0 IOTOAY TBOEMY 3I0POBbBIO
BpenHO. [a ¥ CueTh 3[ech Tak [JOJITO...



Ans L3bIIUH HOJIHéC PYKHu HO Jlumo k ry6aM, COrpeBasd X CBOMM ObIXaHMEM, U HE2KHO PaCTUpPaAJl uX.

— 3n1uH, npoctu, — rojoc KO JIumo OvI1 X0IOTHBEIM, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a MOT'0Ik], HO B HEM
YyBCTBOBAAaCh IIy0OKas mevab.

— A-Jlo, s 3Ha10, BCE 3HAW0, — fAHb LI3bKMH He oOpallan Ha 3TO BHUMaHUs, celyac ero 3a00TUmo
TOJIbKO 3m0poBbe O JIumo, a ocTambHOE OH He X0Tel 00CyXKaaTh.

— Her, THI He 3HaeIs. 51 MO CBOEH BOJIe MOIIEN K IPUHITY LIMH ¥ IOMPOCHUIT ero TOMOYb MHE YBECTH
npuHIeccy JIuumyH ot Tebss, — O JIuo omycTus roioBy, B ero ria3ax 610 coxanenue. Ha camom
ienie, OH MeMCTBUTENBHO coxkaiesn. O6MaHbBaTh LI3bInuHA ObITO ISt HETo 60JIbHEe BCETO.

— A-Jlo, mocnyrrai Mensi. Yto ObI TH HU CHEJIal, g Bcerga OyOoy Ha TBOeH CTOPOHE u MmouMy. f Toxe
He X04y XKeHUThCS Ha JIMHIIYH, I039TOMY THI IIOCTYIIXII BepHO. He roBopu 0oJibIlle, BEPHEMCS TOMOMH,
JafgHo? — fAHb LI3BIMH rOBOPUI MATKO, IIPOAOIKas corpeBats pyku IO Jluro.

— LI3wIuH, TH He B 00uOe Ha MeHs? — mocMoTpen Ha Hero FO JIumo.

— Ha 4to ke MHe cepauThcsi? Ha To, 4TO TH 000 MHE CIUIIKOM 3a0oTuiibcs? Jypadok. — AHb
LI3wiiuH HexkHO motenoBast FO JIumo B 100, B3s/I €ro Ha PYKH U TIOHEC B [IOM.

— LlundaH, npuHeCcH Ta3uK C ropsuel Bogou, — cpoyHo cKalasn Aub LI3wimuH. Pyku HO Jlumo 6vuiu
JIeOsTHBIMY, & YTO YK TOBOPUTH O €r0 HOraX, KOTOPhle He MOrJiy XoguTh. OH He MOT laxke
IIPeJCTaBUTh, HACKOIBKO eMy ObIJI0 GOMIBHO.

fAup 1I3bIIMH IIOTHO YKyTal ToHKOoe Teso FO JIuimo omesisioM, IMOMOXKUIT PSIAOM HECKOJIBKO I'PETIOK,
3aTeM CeJl y U3HOXKbSI KPOBATH, IPUITONHSII Kpal ofesiiia ¥ OCTOPOXKHO CHSIJI TOHKKe HOCKu IO JIuo.
Korpma oH KOCHYJICS €ro CTYIHEH, OHU OBITH XOJIOOHEIMHU, Kak 71én. OH XOTeJl 0THaTh BCe CBOU CHJIH,
YTOOBI COT'PETH UX.

— ITH XJIOIKOBbIe HOCKHY He 3allUINaloT TBOU HOTH, 3aBTPa 5 MOIPOIIy CTapUHy fAHS OTIIPaBUTh
miofel Ha ropy TsHbIIaHb 3@ HeOECHBIM MIETKOM, — TOBOPUIT fHB LI3BIIUH, TPOJOIIKAs PAaCTUPATh
Horu 1O JIumo ropsiyuM MOJIOTEHIEM, He ITPOITyCKast HU OOHOTO YroJIKa.

— LI3®IIIKH, TO30BM MO33Ke UMIIEPATOPCKOro Bpaya [150, s, S X04y MOMBITAaTLCS BCTaTh, — CKalas K
JIumno, ¢ HeKOTOPHIM 6EeCIIOKOMCTBOM TJIsiAs Ha AHb 1I3BITTHH.

K ero yousnenuto, Aub LI3BIIUH Cpa3y OTBETUN:

— A-Jlo, g ToXe x04y, 4TOOHI TeOe cTasno nydrie. UTo TH CKaXellb, TO U cHejlaeM, HO BIPenb He
COBepIIai TaKUX INIyIOCTeU. YTPOM XOJIOOHO U CHIPO, TBOE TEJIO HE BHIIEPIKUT, TOHAT?

1O JIuno xKuBHYIIL.

Korpga teno HO JIuno HakoHel corpenoch, AHb LI3bIMH CHSI 00yBb U TSIKENYIO O0eXKAY, JIET Ha
KpOBaTh U 00HSI ero, mog00poaKoM Kacasichk ero jgba. ['onoc Axpb LI3kIIHA ORI ITOJIOH YCTAIOCTH:

— A-Jlo, g TaK cKy4ar 1o Tebe.
FO JIuno npuxasncst K HeMy O1uxe:
— 1I3bI1IMH, I TOXe.

B nokosax cynpyru JIua dup 2Kouka9Hb OTKPELI I'J1a3a U yBUAell He fHb LI3b11MHa, a UMIepaTpuLy.



— Baitrre Benn4ecTBo, BB MPOCHYNIUCH? Ballla cympyra npoBea y IIOCTeNN BCIO HOYb! Bl Tak MeHs
HaIyrajiu, — CIIOKOMHO CKa3aja uMnepaTtpuiia. OHa yxKe faja yKa3aHUS eBHYXY LISgHIO U Apyrum, u
BCe MOATBEPAUIN, 4TO fAHb LI3bIIMH He CMOXKET IIPeTeHA0BaTh Ha 9Ty 3aClyry.

— OTO TH? — HEOBOJILHO HaxMypuics AHb 2KOUXKIHb.
— KoHeuHO s1. A BB fiyMaH, KTO eIé? — IPUTBOPHO KOKETIUBO CKa3ajia UMIlepaTpulia.

— [pukaxu eBHyXy L[9HIO BOUTH U IPUCIYXKUBAaTh MHE, — 6€33MOIMOHAIbHO TPOU3HEC AHB
2KouK3Hb.

— EBHYX LsHb YXKe OTIIPDaBIIEH MHOI T'OTOBUTB JIJISI BaC Tpariesy. Yrto BaM HYXKHO, CKaXHUTE MHE, —
JIbCTHUBO CKa3adJla UMIIePpAaTpPHUIia.
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