— CroaHb-3p B opsigke? [laBai, s BO3bMY €ro Ha PYKH.

'y UX9Hb C €CTeCTBEeHHOU I'paliliel NPOTSIHYI PYKHU K X3 CIOUNISHY, HO TOT CHejall War Ha3af,
MOJIHMEHOCHO BHIXBATHUB 13-3a CIIMHE TMOKW Med. JIe3Bue, CBepKalollee B IyHHOM CBETE, 0Tpaxkao
6nennoe nuio 'y UYk3H$, a 0CTpHe Meda OCTaHOBUJIOCH Y €T LIeu.

JIuto Fy YK5HS 3aCTHIIO B HU3yMJIEHNH, OH CTOAJI, CJIOBHO HapaJ’II/I3OBaHHBII;I.

X3 Cronnsan nepenan L[3sgu KOubcloaHs eBHYXY BaHy, ero B3rjan ObLT TeASHBIM, TUIIeHHEIM BCIKOTO
couyBcTBUs. OH ob6paTtuincs K YaH CSHIISHb:

— Mucc CsiunsgHb, OyabTe Tak JOOPH, CKaXkUTe, KTO 9TOT YeJI0BEK?

Yan CsHIISIHB, BCE eIlle HaXO[sICh IOfI BIIeYaTIeHNEM OT CTOsIIero pssgoM CHeXHOIo BOJIKa, He
MOTJIa BEIMOJIBUTH HU CJIOBA. Y CJIHIIIAB MpuKa3 X9 Coi/isgHa, OHA 3aMepiia Ha MIHOBEHHUe, ITpexke
yeM HeyBepeHHO IOJOMTH K JiexkallleMy Ha 3eMJjie YeJIoBeKy B 4epHOM. CoOpBaB C HETO MacKy, OHa
BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— Crapuk Crou?!

9T0 OB MOXKMUIOK MyKUYKWHA C KPOBLIO Ha rybax, yzke MepTBhIi. OH 0OKa3ascs CaflOBHUKOM U3
pe3ufeHINH KaHIyiepa, ctapuk Crou.

Ho Fy Yk9Hb ero He 3Hall. BO3M0OXKHO, BUIeN, HO HUKOrIa He 06pa1uan BHHMAHUSA Ha TaKOTO
YeJIOBEeKa.

X3 CroinsH MeIJIeHHO TIOBEPHYJI I'0JIOBY, €0 XOJIOMHEIHN B3I 3acTaBuil cepmaie 'y UkK9HS CKAThCS
ot ctpaxa. OH IPOU3HEC:

— Kanmyiep, 4To BH MOXKeTe CKa3aTh B CBOE OIIpaBaHue?
I'y YX3Hb C TPyAOM YIBIOHYJICS ¥ Havall:
— THI... 0 yeM THI TOBOPHUIL? CI0aHb-3p Belb OBIIL...

OH xoTen cka3aTh: «He TH 11 3abpa ero?», Ho, 3aMeTuB ['ao Ci0 ¥ OCTAJIbHBEIX, OCTAHOBUIICS. X3
CrolnsH crerka HajaBulI MeYoM, U X0JIOHOEe OCTpHe MPOH3MUI0 KOXY, 007k mpoH3uia cepaue ['y
YxoHA.

«THL... TH BCe ellle X04elllh MeHs yOuTs, ga?»

X5 CI0UIISIH CIIPOCUIT HU3KUM T'OJIOCOM:

— Yro?

'y YK9Hb OTKPBLUI POT, HO TaK ¥ HE CMOT HUYEr'0 CKa3aTk.

B atot momeHT I'ao Cro mogHSICS PSAAOM C TenoM cTapuka Ciod U BOCKJIMKHYII:

— Ani-g1i-111, Ha HeM [IeHCTBUTEIbHO Ofiexka ¢ repbom KaHipiepa. KaHIpiep... 94TO BHL... YTO BB
3agymanu?

['y YK9Hb OLIETIOMIEHHO TIEPEBENT B3TJISAA U YBU[ETI, YTO IIPU CBETE OTHS Ha Ipyau ctapuka Cios OBl
BBHIIIUT CTPAHHBIN Y30P, TOYHO TAKOU Xe, KakK Ha )XapoBHe «CHEXKHBIN BOJIK».



I'y Y2k9Hb TOPHKO YCMEXHYJICS, TISAS Ha XoomHoe nuiio Xo CioinsgHa. B ero cepaiie mapuim
IIOHMMaHMe U IMyCToTa. bonb 0T o6MaHa ¥ MpefaTe/bCTBa 3aCTABUIIA €T0 3aX0TEeTh IPUCECTh U
00HATH cebs1. OH MOT49a HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHUH, 3aTeM IIPUCTAIbHO TOCMOTpPeN Ha X9 CioiisiHa u
CIIPOCHIL:

— Trl yObes MeHs?

X3 Croungs, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, CJIETKad 3aTEMHUII B3TJIAMO, COEJIA/l U3AIMHOE IBU2KEHNE MEYOM U BIIOKUJL
€ro B HOZKHEI.

— KaHiyiep, Ipoliy npoIleHus.

On MaXHVII pYKOfI, " IBad KPEIIKUX BOXHA TYT 2K€ CXBATUIIN Fy YK5HS, 3aCTaBUB €r0 BCTATh Ha
KOJIeHH.

I'y YK9Hb HE COIPOTHUBIIAIICS, IIOBEPHYB I'0JIOBY, OH CMOTpen Ha X9 CloijisgHa, BCIIOMUHAS, KaK
HECKOJIbKO [IHe# Ha3aj TOT CUeN B 3ajie, iep3Ka ero 3a pyKas, U TOBOPHIL:

«41 He puuuHIO TeOe Bpema».
Ia, TH He IPUYUHUIIL MHE Bpefa. 3aueM Tebe 9TO HyKHO?
«Ecmu TH X04eIllb MOEH CMePTH, S yMPY».

Ero rmnasa, 30/10Thie, KaK SIHTaph, CUAIONIKE, KakK 3Be3abl. O0bYHO ['y YK9HL HUKOTA HE LIeHUN 3TU
IIPeKpacHHBIe TJ1a3a, HO Telepb, BUAS eT0 X0JI0gHOoe U 0e33KaTl0CTHOE BhIpaXKeHue, OH Havajl CKy4aTh
110 ToMy X3 CIOHJISTHY, KOTOPBIH OBLI XOJIOMHBIM, HO HOOPHIM.

B03M0XKHO, OH HUKOTTIa He BUJEJ eT0 HCTUHHOTO JIUIia.

I'y Ux9Hb Hayas kKajeTh, 4To He nociymasn coBeToB 007 u He IposiBUI 00JIbIIE OCTOPOXKHOCTH, HE
OTHaj TUTPOBYI0 OMpPKy paHblle. OH yxke OBLI OBIOM, TOTOBOM K 3aKi1aHui0. Ho 3aTeM nogymart, 4To
ecnu X3 CIOIISH C caMOro Hadasla XOTeJl er0 CMepTH, TO KaKasl pa3Hulla, OTaajl oH OUPKY UIH HeT?
9TO NUIIb BOIIPOC BPEMEHU.

I'y YK3HB [TOYYBCTBOBAJL, YTO Y HETO GOJble HET CuJl. BCé 6510 6eCCMEICTIEHHO.
T'ao Cio Havasl IPUTBOPHO PHIAATh:

— Kanmiep... KaHIyiep, 3adeM BaM 3T0? Bl y2Ke o0j1afgany Bcel BIacThio, BBl Obi OTI[OM HAIUH.
3ayeM BaM OBIJIO TaK XKaXXOaTh TPOHA U MBITAThCA YOUTh uMmnepaTopa? Ecnu Ob He MMCEMO, KOTOPOE
reHepas X9 Ipucian MHe HEeCKOJIbKO OHe Halaf, Ero BenuyecTBo Mor GBI yKe OBITH MEPTB.
KaHnmyiep... 3aueM BaM 9T0 OBIIIO HYKHO?

['y YK9HB OIyCTHUJI TOJIOBY ¥ MOJIYaJl.
3ateM I'ao Cio 0OpaTuics K MUHUCTPY HaKa3aHUM:

— MuHNCTp, KaHIIep 3aHUMaeT BRICOKHUI 1OCT, a Ero BenuuecTso elre He npuien B cebs. He
ClenyeT U CHayasla 3aKJIl04YUTh ero I0f CTPaxy, a He Cpa3y BEIHOCUTD IIPUTOBOP?

MuHUCTD HaKa3aHUM OTBETHUI:

— Ila, na, BEI IpaBel, rocnonuH ['ao. XoTsa 3aroBop C IieJIbl0 I'OCYAAapCTBEHHOr0 IIEPEBOPOTa KapaeTcs



YHUUYTOXKEHUEM BCETO POMa, HO KaHIUIep — 0co0ast TUYHOCTh, €T0 HYKHO CHavasa AOIPOCHUTE.
l'ao Cro, BEITHpAs Cle3H, CKa3am:

— Xopo1110, XOpOIII0, KaHIYIeEP, He BOIHYUTECH, S IOCTAapaloCh HAUTH J0Ka3aTe/lbCTBa Balllel
HEBUHOBHOCTH.

I'y Yk3Hb Me[IJIEHHO ITOHSJI I'OJIOBY, TTISiAA Ha OKpYy2KalolIux ero iiofeil. Ero 3apenue crano
Pa3MBITHIM, OH €[IBa MOT Pa3/IMYUTh UX JIUIlA. B TyMaHe OH yCIIbIIIa:

— 3aK/II04YuTh KaHIIepa Mo CTPaxKy B YIIpaBIeHUH 110 AejlaM UMIepaTopcKkoro popa. Cym COCTOUTCS
B OuxKaiiiee BpeMs.

I'y YkaHb nopyman: «Ecnu OBl 1 3HaJ, YTO 9TO MPOU30UTET, s OBl Chesl 60JbIlle 3a YKUHOM. S TOJTBKO
U fenai, 4To Knan eny Li3sH KOHbCI0aH!0».

Ou B3rngHyn Ha LI3sH FOHBCI0AHS, KOTOPOro Aepkaj eBHYyX BaH. Ha ero 6emoM nudnke ObIIO
BhIDaXKeHUe CIIOKOMCTBUSL, HEBUHHOCTU U [IETCKOU IpenecT. ['y YK9Hb OTBEPHYJICH U MPOIIENTAN B
cepauax:

— ManeHnbKuii 3acpaHell.

[Tocne Toro kak ['y UXK93Hs 3aK/II0UUIN 10 CTPaXy B YIIpaBIeHUH 110 JejlaM UMIIepaTOPCKOIo pPofa,
BO3MOJKHO, M3-3a €r0 BEICOKOTO CTaTyCa UM Ybero-T0 0CO00T0 paciopsKeHus, ero He Opocunu B
[I0J3eMeJibe, a IIOMECTUIU B TOCTEBYI0 KOMHATY, I'le er0 XOPOII0 KOPMUJIU U OuU. EqUHCTBEHHBIM
orpaHuYeHueM ObIIO OTCYTCTBHUE CBOOOMBI IIEPEIBUKEHUS, HO B OCTAJIbHOM KU3Hb Obl/Ia BIIOJTHE
KOMMOPTHO.

I'y Yk3HB OBICTPO CHeJl BCIO efly, JIer Ha Pe3HYI0 KPOBaTh, TPOMKO PHITHYIT U, YCIIOKOUB [IbIXaHUeE,
T'POMKO KPUKHYII:

— Xo CroiinsiH, TH YOMIOOOK, s Te0s mpoknHao!!!
007 momyan.

— Ox, OpaTaH, Tl TaKO# Cepbe3HbIH, 3TO MPOTUBHO. Kakue TyT MOTyT OBITh IMaHCH? OH yxKe
IIPUCTABUJ MeY K MOeMy ropiy... ITo cyasba. I'y UXK3Hb [o/IKeH yMepeTh 0T pyku X CioiisiHa. ITO
KOHell. Baiia rinaBHasi CHCTeMa HUKY[a He ronuTcs. KoHell — 3To KOHell, er0 He U3MeHUTh. Eciu Okl
g 3Han, 4yto 'y Yk9Hb yMpeT, g O6bl oTIipaBun aBTOpy «be3yMmHoro [leMoHudeckoro ['eHeparna»
KOpPOOKY OpUTBEHHBIX JI€3BUM.

007, Bompeku cBOeMy OOBIKHOBEHUIO, HE CTaJl CIIOPUTh U He paccka3zay ['y YK3HI0 0 TOM IOoIenye,
KOTOpHIY X9 CIOUJISH NTOfapuil eMy TOM HO4Yb0. Bo3MoxkHO, v X3 CroiinsgHa ObUIM KaKue-TO 4yBCTBa K
I'y UX3H10, HO II0 CPaBHEHUIO C TEM, Uero OH JeNCTBUTENIBHO X0Tell, ['y UK3Hb ObUT CIIUIIKOM
He3Ha4YUTeJIeH UJTU CIIUIIKOM Mellajl. TOT MOLeNyH, BEPOSTHO, ObUI IPOIaHUEM.

[TpocTo 3TO OBITO HEMHOT'O HEIIPUSITHO.
B cnepyromuii MmomeHT ['y YK9Hb BhIIe3 U3-TI0[ Ofesiiia U CKa3a:
— Her, s monxeH noects emle. Eciu yK ymMupaTh, TO C IIOJIHBIM XeJIyaKoM!

OH CIIpHEITHYN C KpOBaTH, of0ekal K CTOJTY, CXBaTUJI MICHOU IIapUK U CYHYJI €T0 B POT, YyTh He
TIOJABUBIINCH. B 3TOT MOMEHT [IBepb KOMHATHI OTKPHIJIACh, X Ha MTOPOTE TIOSIBUIUCH HECKOIIBKO



CTPaXXHUKOB U3 YIIpaBieHud I10 JejlaM UMIIepaTOPCKOro popa:

— Kanusep, rinaBa ynpaBiieHus IIPOCUT Bac.

'y YK9Hb € TPy[OM NPOTIOTUI IIAPUK, BEIIPSIMUIICSA U C JOCTOMHCTBOM IIOIIE]T BIIEPE[:
— Torma moigemMTe, MPOBEOUTE MEHS.

— X9 CroiinsiH, TH cTapbii yomomgok!!!

007 ¢ HENPOCTHIMU YyBCTBaMU IIPOU3HEC:

— Mor OBl TH 3aKOHYUTH €CTh, IPEXKAE YEM PYTraThCs?

['y YK3HB IPOCTHO OTOPBAJI KYCOK KyPUHOU HOXKKH, CTJIOTHYJ ¥ ITPOLOJIKIII MBICTIEHHO
pasroBapuBath ¢ 007:

— Her, 3T0, BO3MOXKHO, MOM HOCJIeJIHI/Ifl IIpueM IIUIIn. Kak s MOTY IIO3BOJIUTH cebe ero HpOHy'CTI/ITb?

OH crenan G0BIION TTIOTOK CyTia U3 KPaOOBOTO KeNTKa U AMYHBIX XJIOILEB, 3aTEM OPOCUIT B POT
MSICHOM IIapUK, Pa3KeBhIBAsI €T0 C IIyMOM.

007:

THL... MHE TPYOHO Te0S XKajeThb...
['me TyT XOTb KaIljs AyXa 3aK/II0YeHHOT0?

[TouyBcTBoBaB Momyanue 007, I'y YK9Hb yIOOHO YCTPOHUJIICS, 3aKPHIT T'JIa3a, HAKPHUICS OfesJIoM U
Havas 60nTaTh:

— Ha camowm pene, y MeHst HeT 0COOBIX MBICIIeH. S mosKeH ObIT yMepeTh JaBHO, 9TO BpeMsi OBII0
YKpaJeHo, U Telepb ero Hy>KHO BepHYTh. XOTS €CTh MHOI'0 COXKaJIeHUH, HO 4TO MofesaTh. B aTou
KHUTE TJIaBHBIM repoil — 9T0 He6o. A cnuimkom 3a3Hascs. CaM fypak, KOro BUHUTH? 2Kesarouux
cMeptu 'y YK9HIO XBATUT, YTOOH BEICTPOUTE OUYepenh OT yepTora YsHbaHb 10 OKpyTra 2KyHCI0aHb. I
OBLI CITUIIKOM OecIiedeH, IyMall TOJIbKO O TOM, KaK ITOBBICUTH JIOSITBHOCTh TJIaBHOT'O TEPOST, ¥ OTHA
BCIO BOEHHYIO BIaCTh. Temeps s MpocTo priba Ha pa3menodHol nocke. Eciau oH Xo4eT Moel cMepTH, s

yMpy.

007 Momyan HEKOTOPOE BPEMS, XOTSI OH OBIJT BCET'0 JIUIIb TPOrPAaMMOi, HO B HEM BO3HUKJIO CTPaHHOE
YyBCTBO BUHHI, U OH MEMJIEHHO ITPOU3HEC:

— Ecnu 0w 1 OB CUNIBHEE, s MOT OBl IOMOYL TeOe cOexXaTh...
'y Yxo9Hb paccMmesncs:

— Temepb 3TO yXKe He BaxkHO, OpaTaH. f yX0Xy, TH Haigu cebe XOPOIIEro X03siMHa, He YHUXKau ceds,
napHO? ViHaye 51 Oynmy IepexkuBarth.

007:



Mor O8I TH TaTh MHE HEMHOT'O BDEMEHU [JIs Iedasu?
'y YK9Hb IPOAOIIKUIL:

— Ho 3Haes, rnaBHBIN Tepol IedCTBUTEIbHO KIIACCHBIN aKTep. Ecmu OBl OH KU B MOEM BPEMEHH,
HUKTO U3 9TUX MOJIOJBIX 3Be3[ HE CMOT OBl C HUM CpaBHUTHLCS. OH IIPOCTO MOTPSICAIONIH !

007 cka3an:
— TBost ceMbs Takas ke 6ecyyBCTBeHHas, KakK Th? Ha mmopore cMepTH, a Thl BCE IIyTHUIIh?
['y YK9Hb BCXJIUIIHYJI, B €T0 T'Jla3aX 6JIeCHYNX C1e3bl, U OH YJIBIOHYIICS:

— ¥V MeHs HeT ceMbU. MOXeT, 9TO U K ntyuiemMy. Eciu 1 yMpy, MBI BoccoequHUMCS. 2Kajib TOJIBKO,
YTO HUYETro He OJOCTHUT.

007 cHoBa moMoJjI4as, 3aTeM cKa3all:
— 4 6yny ¢ To6o# mo KoHIa. M... BO3MOXKHO, elrle He BCE MOTEPSHO.

C ceromHsIIHEr0 THS 00HOBIEHUS OYIyT BEIXOOUTH IO YTPO...
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