OH He MOT TIOHSTh, KaK TaKOM MUJIEIN U TJIYIIBIA XaCKKU MOT TaK BHe3aIllTHO B3OPHIKHYTh. Beob OH BCero
JIUIUB TTHYJI €0 mapy pas!

KpoMe Toro, 0OH HHKOT{Ia He CIIbIIIAN B CIUIETHSX, YTO y LIuHb ®3ti(haHa €CTh CKIIOHHOCTD K
MyX4YrHaM. [IoueMy ke OH IIOCTOSTHHO IIPecjiefoBall ero, Ha3kiBas cynpyramu? Xors He YsH u He
IIPOTUBUJICS eTo 6JIM30CTH, U IIPOBETI IecsATh JeT Ha Teppace Beccepmeuwnsi, OH He GBITT HACTOJILKO
6e3yMeH, 4TOOB! UCIIBITEHIBATh BIEUEHHE K OYPaKy!

[IBeph BHE3AIHO pacnaxHysach, u Bomesl He UsHbryaH:
— He Ysn!
OH He ycrien 3aKOHYUTH ¢pa3sy, Kak 3aMep, yBumeB He UsHa.

ToT cupen Ha KpOBaTHU C PacCTErHYTOM pyOalkoit, o0Haxas CUHSIKHU Ha MOSICHUIIE, ¥ HEJIOBKO
MIBITAJICA HaHEeCTU JIeKapcTBO Ha cruHy. Korma He Yanbryas Boiesn, He Y3H MHCTUHKTUBHO
00EepHYJICS, U €T0 OIyXIIas I0JIOBMHA JIlla 3acTaBuia He UsHbryaHa 4yTh He IPOTJIOTUTH SI3HIK.

— K10 310 cuenan? — He YsHbryaH MTHOBEHHO ITOICKOYMII K HEMY, TJIa3a ero mokpacHenu. — Kto
TeOs Tak u3bumn?

He YaH, yBueB €ro KpOIUYby I'Ta3a, MaXHyJI PYKOHM, COBPAJ, YTO IIPOCTO yIaJl, U TYT Xe
BOCIIO/TH30BAJICS MOMEHTOM, YTOOH! MONIPOCUTh ¥ He UsHbryaHa IeHer Ha apeH[y ITOBO3KH [I0 TOpPOofa.

OH OBIJT HACTOJILKO JIEHWB, YTO MOT GBI MyCKAThb Iy3HIPH, a pusndeckas GopMa OCTaBIIsIIa XKelaTh
Jy41Iero. Yay4uB MOMEHT, OH PeIluyI BblXKaTh U3 Oorada XOTh YTO-TO, ¥ laXKe apeH[Ia IIOBO3KH
Ka3aJjlaCh €My CIIUIIKOM IeIpOu.

Ha camom mene He UYaH xoTen moexaTh B ropof, 4ToOw! moceTuTh CoOpanue IlounTanus
BeccMepTHBIX, 0 KOTOPOM T'OBOPWIIA X03sHKa. TaM [OIXKHE ObITM cOOPaThCs IPEICTaBUTENH
Pa3NMYHBIX IIKOJI, ¥, BOBMOXKHO, KTO-TO BUJIE/I CTPaHHbIM 00/1aYHbIi y30p, KOTOPHIM OH MCKaJ.

Heoxupganuo He YsHbryaH OBICTPO COTJIACHUIICS, HO C YCJIOBHUEM: OH IToefeT BMecTe ¢ He UsHoMm.

Ox yTtBepxkpan, uto He FOcoaHb niepeq 0ThE30M CTPOT0 Haka3as eMy 3amuinate He YsHa, moatomy
oH OyfeT ciemoBaTh 3a HUM moBciofy. Ho He UsH moHumar, 4to Ha caMmoM felie He YsHbryan
oobire 6ecrnokouiicsa o He FOcioane.

He IOcroaHb yexas Tak MOCIIEIIHO, CIOBHO TPOU30IIIIO YTO-TO Cephe3Hoe, U He 00bsicHuI He
YsHbryaHy, 4TO CIy4dunoch. C ero pa3gBOeHHEIM XapaKTepoM, OCTaBaThCS B IIOKOE Ha Teppace
Beccepmeuns OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO. Teleps OH IIaHUPOBAJI OTIpaBuThCs ¢ He Ysnom Ha CobpaHue
[Mouutanus BeccMepTHEIX, YTOOH! IOMHTATHCS HalTh He FOcoaHs.

OpHako, Korga OHu YXKe CO@I/IpaHI/ICB Y€32XKaTh, X03s1Ka HEeCKOJIBKO pa3 Ha4uHaJla TOBOPUTH, HO
OCTaHaBINBaJlaCh, IIOKa, HAKOHEII, HE PEIINIaCh U TAMHCTBEHHO IIPOIIIEIITalla He qSHy:

— JleMOHUYECKUM 3aPOLBILIL.

— Haoc, BY€Pa 4 He OCMeEJINJIaCh 3aCTYIIUTLECA 3a BaC, HO... €CTh ellle OOHa IIPUYKMHA, — CKa3dJla OHa
C UCIIyTOM. — f ogHaXMOH CHBIIIAaTa OT OOHOTO I'OCTS, YTO €CTh TaKue JII0OY, KOTOPEIE POXKOAKTCA...
AEMOHNYECKHNMHU 3aPOAbIINIaMH.

— FOBOpi{T, 4YTO 3T JEMOHBI 06pa3y10Tc5{ 13 CKOIJIEHHUS 37101 9QHEPIrur Mupa. XOTs OHU HEe UMEIOT



CO3HAHHUS U IMPOCTO OPOMST IO CBETY, JI000H, KTO CTy4alHO COMMPUKOCHETCS C HUMM, MOXKET HaBJiedb
Ha cebs Oeny, maxe cMepTh. OHU OYEHb OmacHbL. U 4TO elrle cTpallHee... eCu JEMOH BIUTAET
CJTUIIIKOM MHOTO 4YeJI0BEYEeCKON 3HEPTUH, OH MOXKET IIPEBPATUTHCS B IEMOHUYECKOTO 3apOIbIiia!

— JleMOHUYECKHUHT 3aPOOBIII HAXOOUT MAaTh U POXKIOAETCHA, KdK OOBIYHBIH YeJIOBEK, HO €CJIk ero He
Y6I/ITB Cpa3y U He CKeYb [0 II€eIljla, TO, KOTrga OH BhIPACTET U CTaHET MOT'yIIIeCTBEHHEIM 3JI0M,
YHUYTOXKHUTE €TI0 GYHGT IIOYTH HEBO3MOZXKHO.

He YsH cnyman 3To ¢ HegoyMeHueM, He TIOHMMas, 3a4eM X03511MKa pacCKa3blBaeT eMy TaKue
CTpaHHLIE BEIlH.

3aTeM OHa NPOHOIXKUIIA:

— ITaoc, meMOHHUYECKHH 3apOIbIIl CYUTAETCS I'JIaBHBIM CPEOU 3/IBIX CYIIEeCTB, II09TOMY... OH He
OouTCsT KOHTaKTa ¢ HUMH. Hao00poT, m00ble 37Ible CUIIBI CTPEMSITCS CONMM3UTLCS C HUM, HAalIPUMED... C
JKWBBIM IAHII3HL...

He Ysn BOpyr 3amep.
Xo03s11Ka IIPOoJoIKuiIa:

— Jlaoc, BH cIac/id MHe XU3Hb, I09TOMY 4 Bepio B Bamy nobpoty. Ho ecnu Bamm cioco6HOCTH
3aMeTST Te, KTO UMeeT 3JIble HaMepeHus, TO, fjaXke eCJIU BEl IIPaBhl, BaM OymeT TPYIHO J0Ka3aTh 9TO.
[TosToMy 51 X04y IIPeAyIPEeNUTh Bac: €C/IU BE CHOBA CTOJIKHETECH C JKMBHIM LIMHIIZEL, JIy4llle He
BCTyTaTh C HUM B OTKPHITHIH OO1...

He YsH BBICTYIIAT €€, ¥, COIIOCTABUB 3TO C COOBITUSIMU ITOCTIEOHUX ABYX OHEM, TOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK
YTO-TO BHYTPH II€BENIbHYIOCh. BYyATO YTO-TO MBITAIOCH BEIPBATHCSA HAPYXKY, HO OH He MOT Pas3rjiieTh
3T0 BO ThME.

OnHako OH JUIIb YNIBIOHYJICS U CKa3all:

— Cnacubo, HO, T0OX0XKe, BH ommmbaeTech. 1 HUKOTa He COIIPHUKACaJCs C 3TUMHU 3JILIMU CYIIeCTBaMH,
TeM OoJiee He cOmuKancsa ¢ HUMU. Kak yueHUK BaHbIMHA, S HOJIKEH UMETh CBOU IIPUEMBI, YTOOH
BLIXKUTH B 3TOM MHUDE.

OH HaMepeHHO IOBOPUII YKIIOHYKBO, YTOOR X035IHKa MTOyMalia, YTO ero CII0COOHOCTH ITPOTUB KUBOTO
IIUHII3B — 9TO MIPOCTO TEXHUKHU, KOTOPEIM OH Hay4uics y BoaHbIMHA. 3aTEM OH CIIOKOMHO ITOBEPHYIICS
U yIIe.

OpHako, KakK TOIbKO OH OTBEPHYJICA, €TI0 JIMIIO CTAJI0 CEPBE3HBIM.

OH HHKOTTIa He CJIBIIAN 0 «IeMOHNYECKOM 3apPOAHIIIEe» U CHUTAJI 3TO 6pe110M, HO, €CJIK 3TO IIpaBAaa,
MHOT'0€ MOTJIO OBl 0OBSICHUThHCS. Tenepb eMy OeNCTBUTEIBHO HY2KHO OBITIO OBITH OCTOPO2KHEIM.

Ho, KaK TOBOPUTCS, eClii IpuaeT 6ema, OH BCTPETUT ee JIUIOM K nuily. He YsH TOIBKO YTO IOKWHYIT
Teppacy Beccepmeuns u He co6MpaCs 0CTAHABIUBATLCS Ha MOJIIYTH.

[MTonmyaca cnycts He YaH ¢ ymoOCTBOM YCTPOUIICS B ITOBO3KE, JIUCTASI 9POTUYECKUE KAPTUHKU U
MeZJIeHHO KaTasi BapeHoe SHI0 II0 OMyXIlei mekKe.

OTH KapTUHKU OH OCTaBHUII B CBOEH CTapoil KOMHaTe, Korfga yxoaun ¢ Teppach beccepgeuns. Ox
IoAyMall, 4YTO, IIPOKUB TaM AEeCATH JIeT, JOIKEH OCTaBUTh YTO-TO Ha nmaMsATh He FOcioaH!o.



Hy, Ha CaMOM [eJjie, OHHU OBILTIM CITHUIIKOM TAXKEJIBIMU, YTOORI TAllIUTh UX C co0oii.

[ToaTomy, Korma He UsHbryaH BYepa B SPOCTH IIBEIPHYJI UX eMy B nuilo, He UYsH Obl1 B BOCTOPTE.
Temneps, ¢ TOBO3KOH, OH C JIETKOCTHIO 3a0pas ux ¢ CoO0M.

OH C yBlIeUeHHMEM JTMCTa KAPTUHKY, a TIOTOM YCIIbIIIal, Kak He YsHbryaH CIIpOCHIT:
— Tel... mpaBaa He Oyments ¢ HUM 60sbile 001aThCs?

He YsHbryaH OTKUHYJI 3aHABECKY U BHITJITHYJI HapyXKy. TaM, CIIOTEIKasCh, 6e3Kayl p030BaThIi CUITYIT,
KOTOPBIY yXKe IeIyI0 BeYHOCTD CIIe0BaJl 3a HUMU.

Be3 comHenust, 9To Obu1 Llyab ®3tidaH.

He YsnbryaH He 3HaJ, YTO IPOU3OILIO MEXAY HUMU, HO OH sIBHO He BepuJ, 4To He YsH nomyuun
CBOM TpaBMHI OT nafgeHusd. [Toatomy, Buas, uto He YsH He 0TBedyaeT, OH ONyCTUJI 3aHABECKY 1
0OJIbIlIEe HE CTaJl HaCTauBaTh.

He YsH mpoposkas MucTaTh KAPTUHKHY, [aXKe C allleTUTOM Pa3JI0MUI SHUI0 U CHETT eT0.

He YsHbryaH CMOTpPEJ Ha 3TOT0 YeJ0BeKa, KOTOPHIM ObLI CTapIlle ero, HO BCceraa Ben cels Kak
pebeHoK. OH Ka3aJicsi TaKMM 3HAKOMEBIM, HO B TO ke BpeMs 4yykuM. He UsH MOT HIyTUTb U CMESATHCS C
KeM yTOMIHO, CO3[laBasi BUOUMOCTE GJIM30CTH, HO, IOBEPHYBIINCE, OH CTAHOBUJICS XOJIOMHLIM U
He[OCTYIHHM. HUKTO He MOT 10-HaCTOSAIIEMY IPOHUKHYTh B €T0 CEPALIE.

Bo3MoxHO, ecnu O0r1 He YsH Halien cBou IIOTePAHHBIE BOCIIOMHMHAHHKSA, OH CTaJl OBl O0JIEe€ KUBHIM.

Korpa He YaHberyaH yxXe HauuHas KjieBaTb HocoM, He YsH BOpYT IOAHSI FOJI0OBY OT KAPTUHOK U
CIIPOCHIIL:

— CKaxXu, KaK [IBoe MyXKYHWH [eaiT 3T0?
— Yro?
He YsnbryaH 4yTh He CJIOMaJl JIUL0, HE BEPSI CBOUM YILaM.

He YsH yka3an Ha nepemieTeHHEE (PUTYPH MYKYWHEL U XKEHITUHEL Ha KaPTUHKE U C [IOJTHEIM
CIIOKOMCTBUEM IIOCMOTpeN Ha He UsHbryaHa.

He YsHbryaH oTBe B3IJIAM, IBITAACh COXPAHUTh XJIaGHOKPOBUE:
— 3aueM Tebe 3TO 3HATH?

— IIpocTto uHTEpECHO, — yxMbUIbHYJICSA He YaH. — [IpusatHO?
He YsnrryaHn He BHIIEpXKA:

— OTKypga MHe 3HaTh?!

TyT XKe OH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO CHapPYyXKu ObUI Kyuep, U, Kak «['ocnogun YucTtoro BeTpa», oH He MOr
KpH4aTh IPUITIOOHO.

[ToaToMy OH He3aMeTHO OTOABHHYICS OT He YsHa, He Kejast MPO0IKaTh Pa3roBOP, U BHITJISIHYII
HapyXy.



— KazxkeTcsi, 0H 0CTaHOBUIICS?

OpHaxko, BHITJISIHYB, OH Oonblile He yBumen Lluap ®aiidona. Bumumo, TOT OKOHYATENEHO BEIOOXCS U
OTCTAaJI OT II0BO3KH.

He YsH onycTun B3rnsf, coXpaHsis CIIOKOKMHOe BeIpaXkeHUe Iulla, gyMasi: «BoT u npaBunbHO. Beero
JIUIIb AypaK, KOTOPOTO OH 3Has ABa AHA. [lopa 3a0BITh».

OpHako He MPOIITIO U YeTBEePTH daca, Kak He UsH BAPYT BCKOYMJI, CKPUBUBIINCE OT OOJIH:

— Ocranosu! TaMm XuBOM IIUHII3EI!

— Yro?

He YsnbryaH ¢ youBIeHUEM IIOCMOTPEN Ha Hero. 2KuBoy NuHL3E? OH HUYEro He YyBCTBOBAI.

YBupes, kak He UsH BRIIPHITHY U3 TOBO3KM U 1T0Oexkan Hadan, He UsHbryaH nogymar, 4To TOT
IEeUCTBUTEILHO YTO-TO 00HapyKujl. He pa3myMbIBasi, OH CXBATUJI MeY U IIOCJIeJ0BaI 3a HUM.

He YaH, TsKem0 Obllla, ©CKAJT YTO-TO, TOKA HAaKOHEIl He 0CTAaHOBUIICS Y 60biIoro mepeBa. He
YUsHbr'yaH, BHITALIMB MeY, YBUEI, 4YTO Ha 3eMile Jiexkan Lluap Osii¢aH.

— YT0 ¢ HUM?..
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