Bait O meTarics 1o KBapTUpe Kak OILIMapeHHBIM, HEPBHO Aepras OMUHHBIM XBocTOM. OH myMai o
pebsTax. Jlo FOHb roBopu, 4To moemeT B III3HBSIH — HEyKeNIu 9TO KaK-TO IIJI0X0 CKaXKeTCs Ha HUX?
Otkypma 9Ta TpeBora? OH MepPTB yKe COTHHU JIeT, 6JIM3KUX IIOUTH HE 0CTAIOCh, KpOME 3TOM KOMITaHUH.
Heyxenu 4To-TO ciny4yusnock ¢ Xaub Ysnaynom unu Mus K03? Vinu Jlo FOHB, obmascs ¢
[TpoBOgHUKAMU, PEIIUT UX BCEX COATh?

Bait FO roToB 65l TIeTETh K HUM Ha KPBUIbSX, HO OH OBLI 3allepT B KBapTUPE Ha BOCEMHAMIIaTOM
araxe. [IppiraTh B OKHO OH He PUCKHYI Obl, Jaxke UMesl «OeBITh KU3HeW». HyxkHO OBLI0
BOCIIOJTh30BAThCS JOMAIIHUM TenteoHoM. [TyCTh OH He MOXKET TOBOPHUTH, HO €CJIM OH TIO3BOHUT 'y
uny JIyaHio HECKOJIBKO pa3, OHU HOJIXKHEI YTO-TO 3AMONO3PUTh!

TenedoH CTOSITT BLICOKO — Ha YETBEPTOH IIOJIKE YITI0BOT0 KHUIKHOTO CTeJIlaka, IPUMEpPHO Ha BHICOTE
nosiyropa MeTpoB. CTEHKY I'TIafikKe, 3alleIUThCSA He 3a 4T0o. HyKHO coopyauTh «jnecTHULy». [Ioka Jlo
IOH4 HerT, oH pewun gekictBoBaTh. bai IO 3anprIrHyn Ha [UBaH U Hayasl CTaCKUBATh Ha II0JI
IeKOpaTUBHEIE NTONYIIKYU. be3 Maruu 3To OBUIO TSXKKKAM TPYLOM — OH MOT TalIUTh JIWIIb I10 OOHOH, a
y2K TPOMO3[UTh UX APYT Ha Opyra ObIJI0 TeM ellle KBECTOM.

«JIo FOHB cKa3zan "mocne obefa", 3HaYUT, BpeMs eCTb», — NpuKuHyn ba# O, rnsaas Ha 4acH.

Y Hero ObIJI0 0KO0JIO TPeX YacoB. OH MPUTAIIUI IIOAYIIKY K CTEJIIaXy, CII0KUI UX, a CBEPXY, AT
BEPHOCTH U MATKOCTH Ha CJly4yall nafieHus, IPUBOJIOK KOBPUK U3 Ipuxoxkeu. OTOUAS Mofgablle, OH
BUJIBHYJI XBOCTOM, pa30THaJCSa U — NpelkKOK! EcTs! 3anprirayn!

Bait FO BTHCHYICS Ha Y3KYI0 MOJIKY, BcrioMHUI HoMep [y LluHxyasi, mamnoi cOpocun TpyOKy 1 Hadam
HaxXumaTth KHONKH: 189 XXXX 0660.

— V3BuHUTE, aOOHEHT BpEMEHHO HEOCTYIIEH. ..

— Msay! — Tbdy THI, OH 1 3a0bLI, YTO Ha YPOKAX OHU OTKIIIOYAIOT 3BYK! OTU IBoe — 00pa3IoBLIE
yueHUKH, TeleQoH B pyKu He 6epyT o obema. Ho oH He cmaBascs.

Ou Habpan HoMep Jlyanb YsHa — TOT Ke pe3ynbTaT. Torfga oH Havyaja METOOUYHO YepenoBaTh
HOMepa, Habupas To ogHOTo, TO Apyroro. I'y LluHxyail o4eHb BHUMATEJEH, OH 0053aTE/TbHO 3aMEeTUT
3Ty CTPaHHYI0 aKTUBHOCThL C OOHOTO ¥ TOTO K€ TOPOACKOro HoMepa. KTo elle OymeT Tak HaCTHIPHO
3BOHUTH UM 000UM IIPSIMO BO BpeMs 3aHATUML?

Bait O Bepun B ux uHTesneKkT! Bpems elle ocTaBasoch, Tak YTO OH PEIIXJI HaXKaTh Ha KHOIIKY elle
napy pas AJisi BEpHOCTH.

Bait O cHoBa Habpan HoMep I'y LlnHXyas, Kak BAPYT — «IeNK!» — pa3fancs 3BYK OTKPHIBAIOIIENCS
nBepu! Bait FO pe3ko 06epHYIICs, IIepCTh Ha HeM BCTasa ObI00M: B IBepsix cTosin JIo KOHB, KOTOPHIH,
TI0 pacyeTaM, [I0JIKeH ObIJT BEPHYTHCS UL Yepe3 Tpu Yyaca. OH CTOSII Ha IIOPOTe U, HAXMYPUBIIUCE,
CMOTpeN Ha Hero.

Bot! 910! Brin! Korgys! Tak! Korgys!

Bai IO mynei COpHITHYT CO CTeNlaXxa U 3aMep B fecsaTu MeTpax oT Jlo FOus. Tot mocmoTpen Ha
cBoero «Menkoro beca», 3aTeM Ha CHATYI0 TpyOKy TenedoHa U Ha IOAYIIKY, IBHO HAMEPEHHO
CJI0KeHHEIE B CTOIKY Ha IOJy.

Vims «Menkuii Bec» ce0st MOTHOCTHIO OmpaBabiBaio. JIo FOHb MpUIypUiICs, 3aKPhIT ABEPD U
IIOMIOIIETT IPOBEPUTh UCTOPUIO BEI30BOB. [IBa OQMHAKOBLEIX HOMEPA, B CyMMe — He MeHee [IeCATU
BEI30BOB!



Ecnu GBI KOIIIKa MTPOCTO y3HaBasa IuGPLl — B 9TO ellle MOKHO IMOBepPUTh. Hampumep, X0351MH TOBOPUT
«OIWH» — KOIIIKa MSIyKaeT pa3, TOBOPHUT «[IBa» — ABaXKObl. TaKOMY MOXKHO 00yYUTH J1I000€ HETIyII0e
JKUBOTHOE. Ho KOIlIeK, KOTOPBIe IIOCIeN0BaTeIbHO U OCMBICJIEHHO HaOMPaOT IBa KOHKPETHHBIX
HOMEPA, Ia elle coobpaxarT MOACTABUTh MOAYIIKY, YTOOH! HOMPEITHYTH [0 IIOJIKY... TAKUX B MUPE
HEMHOTO.

Jlo FOub He cuuTan cebst BCe3HANWKOM, HO BUOEI OH OIpeeIeHHO 00JIbIlle OOBYHEIX JTofmel. OmHaKO
Takas KOIIKa, KakK 9TOT «bec», BCTpeTuinach eMy BIEPBEIE B XKU3HHU.

Bait 1O, yyBCcTBys ce0s moiMaHHBIM BOPHUIIKOM, IepKasCs Ha PaCCTOSHUH, omnacasich, uTo Jlo KOHb
YTO-TO C HUM cfejiaeT. ['1aBHOe, 4TO ero 3aCTyKaslu IPsIMO Ha MeCTe IIPeCTYIUIEHUsI — Hy 4TO 3a
HeBe3eHHe B IoCIeHee BpeMs!

— Msy-y... — Bau O nerousko BUIBHYJ XBOCTOM U ycTaBuics Ha Jlo FOHS orpoMHEIMY I1a3aMy,
M3MaB CaMblid HEXKHBIM ¥ MUJIBIN 3BYK, Ha KOTOPHIH ObLI CIIOCOGEH.

— MsaykaHbe He oMoxkeT. — JIo FOHb coxpaHU HOMepa U pelins HabpaTh Ux, YTOOH Y3HATh, YbHU
OHHU.

Ho ctoumo emy BBecTd LH(DpHI, KaK Ha 9KpaHe BHICBETUJIOCh UMS «JIyaHb Y3H», a 1IOf BTOPEIM
HOoMepoM — «['y Iluaxyaii». BoT 3T0 coBnmamenue! OH TOIBKO YTO CaM COXPAHUII UX KOHTAKTHI, HO
OTKyZa UX Y3HAJ 3TOT KOTEHOK?!

— Tol 3Haems Jlyans Ysna u I'y Hunaxyaa? — Jlo FOHB OAHSI IOOYIIKY, 3aKUHYJ UX Ha AUBaH, a
3aTeM IIO[IXBaTUJI MEXOBOM KOMOYEK C II0JIa ¥ CeJl C HUM Ha PyKax.

— Masy... Msay? — Bait FO xoTen 61710 KUBHYTb, HO 3aCOMHEBAJICS, Ha Ybel cTopoHe JIo FOHb. A BOpyT
TOT croBopusics ¢ [IpoBogHuKamu, 4ToOs 3a6path ux aymu?! Bens Jlyans Yan u I'y Llunxyait — Te
ellle HapyIIuUTenu HeOGeCHOT0 IopsAIKa.

— He npukupgbiBaiicss nypakoM, s cerogHs Bumen Jlyausa u manoro I'y. Tel ux kot? — Jlo FOHB
3agymaincs. — Hert, ecnu OBl T OBIT UX, THI OBl HE BHITJISIAEN TAaKUM 0071€3/IbIM. — Y MMapHeu qoMa
OBLIO UAeanbHO YUCTO, a U Yepemnaxa Csio Jltogoy xKusa npunesaiouu. — Heyxkenu Te6s1 BLICTaBUIA
3a TO, YTO TH 0OMIKAN Yepemnaxy?

— Msay! — «Bosce HeT! Knsanych He6oM, y Hac ¢ JIIogoy HEeT KOH(IMKTa UHTEPECOB, 3aUeM MHE €€
o0OuxkaTh!»

Cromn! Pa3 Jlo FOHb 3HaeT npo yepenaxy u Ha3wBaeT ['y Lluaxyasa «mansiM ['y», 3HaUUT, OH HE
cobupaetcs ux noButh! 'y u JlyaHb He moka3sBaloT Cs0 JIogoy KoMy monanio.

Batt IO Buenuscs 3ybamu B mrtanuny JIo FOHS u moTaium ero B BaHHYI0. JIo FOHB moimnesn ciegoM u
yBU[EJ, KaK KOTEHOK 3alIPEITHYJI Ha PAKOBUHY, OTKPBII KpaH, HAMOYMUJI JIalIKy ¥ Hadasl M1caTh Ha
CTOJIELIHUIIE... APEBHUMU Heporiudamu!

Bbparern Jlo, MmoxeIrs 0TBe3TH MeHS K HUM? My MO3BOHU UM U CKaxu, 4To bai HO 3mecs.
Hepormudsl OB KOPSIBEIMU, HO 0€3 eQUHOM OIINOKU.
Jlo FOHb mocMoTpen Ha Baii 10 Tak, clI0BHO yBUOET HHOIIaHeTsIHUHA: — Tebs 30ByT baii 10?

Baii YO xuBHyn. JIo FOHb mogxBaTUi ero Ha pykKHu, choTorpadrpoBan HaAlKUCh Ha YEPHOU
cronewHune 1 otnpasui ¢poto Jlyans Ysny u 'y Lluaxyato. baii 1O, He moHUMasi, 4TO MPOUCXOOUT,



JKYTKO 3aHEPBHUYAJ. BOpPyr 9TOT THI He 3aX04eT ero Bo3ppamarh? Kak ke oH Torga OymeT
TYCOBATBCS C APY3bIMU?

— A THI 3Haellb, 3a4YeM 5T BEPHYJCA? — BAPYT C yIbIOKOM cripocunt JIo FOHE.
— Msy? — Baii O ckyoHUNI ronoBy HaOOK.

— 4 xoren oTBe3TU TeOS MIPOBEPHUTD, He 1opa Nk Tebs KacTprupoBaTh. — JIo FOHb JTIETOHBKO IIETKHYT
KoTa 1o 110y. — JIeToM roH, ecnu Tebst He YMKHYTh, XKUThS He OymeT.

— MAY-Y-¥! — Baii IO ot ykaca BuIpeIrHYI U3 pyK JIo FOHA 1 ymM4Yancs B TOCTUHYO!

Kakasi, K yepty, Kactpauus?! IIycTb OH ceiiyac KOT ¥ He coOMpaeTCs: 3aBOAUTh UHTPUKEK C
MECTHHIMH KOIIIKaMH, HO caMa upes Oblja 3a rpaHbio KomMapa! [laxke ¢ HapKo30M 3T0 O0JIBHO, a
IOTOM elile oTxonuTh! Y BooO11le, OH He 3HAET, CKOJIbKO Ipo0ymeT B 9ToM Tefe. OH X0Tes OBITh
MIOJTHOLIEHHBIM KOTOM, a He KOToM-eBHyxoM! Hy u mopcTasa!

Baii O 3abucs non guBaH U HAOTPe3 OTKa3alcs BEIXOAUTh. JIo FOHb 3arnsHyn B TenedoH — OT
TlapHey HU OTBeTa, HU IMpuBeTa. BumuMo, BcE elle Ha ypokax. beuto 10:50. Ecnu 651 «Menkuit bec»
He MpeBpaTUiICcs BHe3amnHo B «bai FO», oHu Ol y2Ke Mogbhe3:Kalu K BEeTKIMHUKE.

[Topa3meicnus, JIo KOHb Hamucan gpyry, 4To cerofHs He npueneT. Pagu 'y u JlyaHs oH He Mor
nycTuTh bait FO o HOX, nHAYe ero mpeayioxkeHue o padoTe moiIo Ob IPaxoM. A OH 04eHb
Cepbe3HO HaflestyICs 3al0JyYuTh 3TUX OBoux B CegpMoe 610po.

— Baii 10, tak? — Jlo FOHB npucen Ha KOpTouku. — Brixomu. f otBe3y Teb6s k 'y u JlyaHwo. Y HUX
ceryac ypOKH, BCTPETHUIILCS C HUMU B 00€ef.

— May... — «[IpaBma? He Bpewb?»
— YecTHOE €10BO. BRIXOOM.

Bbaiu 1O, Beck ApoxkKa OT ogo3peHuid, Bbiie3. CTOUIIO eMy BCIIOMHUTH CJIOBO «KacTpalusa», KaK y HET0
BCE CKUMaJoch!

Jlo FOub, 605Ch, UTO TOT CHOBa CIIPSIYETCS, TIOAXBATHUII €r0 IMof MHIIKY: — He mepratics. Bynerb
OpBIKAThCS — TOENEM He B IIKOJTY, a B OOJIbHUILLY.

Bait FO MrHOBEHHO «CHyJICS» U IMMOKOPHO Ipuxkancs K pyke JIo FOHs. B aToM KoltaybeM Tejie OH ObII
COBCEM KPOIIEYHBIM U B PyKaX MYKUMHBI Ka3aJICsl IPOCTO MyIMUCTHIM ItapoM. JIo FOHb mocapus sToT
«IIap» Ha MaccaXkUpCKoe CUAeHbe U CHOBa NOTHAJI K 1IKoye [[IsHbAH.

IIo camoro mpre3na IapHU TaK ¥ He TOCMOTPen# coobiieHusi. [I03ToMy, KOTrfia OHU CHOBA YBUOENH
Jlo FOHSs1, Ha KOTOPOT0 BEPXOM MPHITHYJIA KaKasi-TO KOIKa, WX JIUIa BEIpaXkalu KpaliHee HeOYMeHHe.

— 970 elle 0TKyfa KoT?! — Jlyanp Y3H MOTUCKaI KOTa 3a yIuu. — TOIui, KaK KphIca.
— Ou rosopur, uto oH bait }O, — JIo FOub 3aKkypun. — Brl KapTuHKY B TenedOHe elle He BULEIn?

I'y Uunxyaii u Jlyaub Y9H CUHXPOHHO AOCTau Teae(OHHl, B3TIHYIX Ha 9KpaH U JIUIIUIKACH Japa
peuu. OKa3bIBaeTCs, «4eJIoBeK», KOTOPOr0 OHU MCKaly, IIpeBpaTuiICcs B «koTa»?! BoT Te Ha... A
00pPaTHO-TO OH CMOXKET IPEeBPATUTHCS?!

— Msay~ May-may~~ — «Y-y-y, Kak MHe roppko!» T T Bail IO MepTBO# XBaTKOU BLENIUIICS B OHEXKIY



Jlyanb YsHa, OTKa3kBasICh Cle3aTh.
BocnomuHaHue 0 efBa He CIIy4YUBIIENCS KaCTPaLKUK IO CUX IIOP BBI3HIBAJIO y HETO TPETeT.

Jlyaunb YsH npupepxusan baii 10 3a 3agHue namnsl, He 3Hasi, CMeSIThCS UMK InakaTb. OH 6eCIIOMOIIHO
rocMmoTtpen Ha 'y Lluaxyas:

— Yro OymeMm fenaThb?
I'y Llunxyaii 6eciepeMoHHO B35/ bait O 3a IKUPKY U OMYCTHIT Ha 3eMJIIO:
— Yrto penath? CyuTaii, y HacC elle OOUH ChIH IOSBUJICS.

Jlyaup YaH: «...»
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