B ropne Xumeps! KJI0KOTaI0 THEBHOE, XPUILJIOE phidyaHue. MepliuH CMOTPEeN Ha Hero CBLICOKA, BO
B3IJISIIe OXOTHUKA He OBIJIO ¥ TEHU BOJTHEHUS — 3BePHUHBIE YIPO3bl Ha HETO COBEPILIEHHO He
IenCTBOBAJIN.

9to Pa303JIUIIO BOJIKA-3BEPOJII0Oa €llle CUJIbHEee.

Ero 3MeuHEBIN XBOCT ME[IJIEHHO U30THYJICS OyTOM, CJIOBHO 3Mesi, U3TOTOBUBIIASCS K OPOCKY. Viiu
CTOSITA TOPYKOM, IIJIOTHO ITPUKAThIe APYT K APYTY U HallpaBJIeHHBIE BIlepen — IPU3HAK KpaWHen
HACTOPOXKEHHOCTH. BiaxkHast IIepCTh Ha BCEM TeJle B3OBIOUIIAch, KJIBIKM 00HAXKUIIUCH, @ KOPITYC
IIOMIaJICS BIIEPe[: IBHOE IIPeIBEeCTHE aTaKH, UCIIOTHEHHOe SPOCTH U BPaxkmeOHOCTH.

OmHako miss MepiuHa 3TH YIPO3El OT CYIIECTBa, KOTOPOE ellle CeKYHIy Ha3ajl B MaHWKe yIuPajo OT
HEeTo, Ka3aJIuCh JIMIIb IT0Ka3yxoH. [lake eCIu Ha 3TOT pa3 XuMepa HaCTPOUJICS CEPhE3HO, B Tla3ax
OXOTHHKA OH TIO-TTPeKHEeMY He CTOUJ U BEIEIEHHOT0 SHIIa.

JInumo MepnuHa oCTaBajoCh XOJIOAHLIM U CYPOBHIM. HaMoOKIIIasi, MpUIUIIIIAs K TeTy ofexXaa
OTYETINBO OOPUCOBLIBAA Peibed PA3BUTHIX MHIIIII.

—H IIyCTh 3TOT 3B€Pb HE CTOUT BHUMAHUS, HO Pa3 YK OH OCKAJIXII KJIBIKW 1 IIPOSABUII Bpa}KHe6HOCTb,
OIIaCHOCTL ClienyeT YCTPAHUTh KdaK MO2XKHO CKOpee.

JIUIIb TOT CTaphId OXOTHUK, YTO HE TepsieT OMUTEIbHOCTH, BLIXOOUT Mo0eauTesieM U3 o00# CXBAaTKH.
...BUMs1, 4TO BOT-BOT BCIIBIXHET BTOpas OMTBa, L[3u ['yaH mocmelun ocCTaHOBUTh XUMepY.

YepHOBOJIOCHH I0HOIIA HEOKUTAHHO 00XBaTHII 06€MMK PyKaMy MOPAY BOJIKa-3Beposona. XuMepa
TaK OIELIHNJI, YTO er0 KJILIKM MTHOBEHHO CIIPSITAIHNCh 00PATHO B IACTh.

«?» — HepgoyMeBasl Xumepa.
OH ckocun cBou cepeOpucThie 3BeprHbIe I'na3a Ha 1[3u ['yaHa.

ToT Uik XaOTUYHO 3a[IBUTa/l pyKaMu: 060rHyB 6apaHby pora Ha JI0y BOJIKa-3BEPOJIIOAa, IOHOIIA
IIPUHAJICSA TJIafUTh €ro II0 ToJIoBe. Markue, yupyrue yiy OT 3TUX [IOrJ1aXKUBaHUU IIPUXKAJIUCh Ha3af,
a 3aTeM 0e33ByYHO OTHPYXKUHUIU 00paTHO. Cnemom 113u ['yaH moxJormnain u moyecas Te MecTa Ha
IeKax U Iee, I7e IICOBLe TaK JI00AT JIacKy.

XO0Ts BOMIHI IOJI3EMHOM PEKH CJIeTKa HaMOYMIH IIePCTh XMMEPHI, IO IIJIOTHEIM ITOKPOBOM OHa
OCTaBaJlaCh CyXOM, a Ha OILIyIlhb HallOMUHAJIa KPOIUYHH IyX — OIIyIIeHus ObIIA IPOCTO
IIPEBOCXO[IHEIE.

XuMepa HelMpOXU3BOJIbHO 3aKMYPHUJIICS, Ha BpeMs YCIIOKOUBILIXCE.
[13u I'yaH ¢ o6neryeHreM BHIIOXHYTI 4, TOBLICUB I'OJIOC, TOCMOTPeNI Ha MepnuHa:

— HacraBHUK, 4 ellle He yCIIeJ Kak CJiefiyeT II0T0BOPUTH C XuMepou. OH — KIII0Y K CHATUIO IledaTy!
[TosTomy... HY, MHe, [T0XKany#, BCe XKe CTOUT CHadana...

— He3aueMm ¢ HUM pa3roBapuBaTh. ECIIM He COTTIACUTCS, TPOCTO CBSIXKEM €T0 U OTTAIIMM TYyHa, YTOOH
OTKpPHITH ABePb. Uu... 6yeT M1 TOJIK, eCIi MBI IPUTAIIUM TyAa €ro TPyI?

— ...| — Ha nmuue [3u ['yaHa oTpa3uics HENOgOeIbHbIN yKac.

MepnuH mOCMOTpEN Ha YYeHHUKa, B3OXHYII U TIePeBesI IEOSHOM B3I Ha 3BEPOII0Aa, KOTOPHIH,



Ka3aJIOCh, BEIMaXaJl JO TaKHUX PAa3MEPOB COBEPITEHHO HAIIPACHO:

— B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, C Kakoy ctatu boxbemy V30paHHUKY OOTMHE HOYM OTKA3bIBATHCH OT
YHUUTOXKEHUS feMoHa B JIlyHHOM uctoynuke? Ecny, KoHEYHO, OH ¥ IIpaBaa ee M30paHHUK, — 00pa3
MbICTIEl MepinHa ObII IPOCT U CYPOB: €CIIH 3TOT 3BEPOJII0A-XUMepa AeiCTBUTETIbHO OTMeUYeH
002keCTBOM, TO, Y3HaB O po0OJIEMe, OH HOJIKEH CaM BHI3BAThCS IOMOYb. A €C/IM HET... 3Ha4uT, ero
craryc Mi30paHHUKa — (anbIIiBKa.

— ¥V XuMeps HEMHOT0... 0COOBIN CTy4al, — Cyxo 0To3Bascs LI3u I'yaH.

— Kakoii erre oco0Owiii? Y HEro He Bce qoma?

MepnuH npe3puTenbHo GLHPKHYI. ETo HU3KUIM, POKOYYIIHH T'0JI0C, KaK BCErmga, UCTOoYall si:
— Ecnu oH He IPUTBOPSIETCS, TO NEUCTBUTEILHO HUUEM HE OTIMYAETCS OT JKUBOTHOTO.

Xumepa mouyBCTBOBa cebst TTy00Ko 0CKOpOIeHHBIM. [lepenpa3HuB Mpe3puTenbHOe GEPKaHbe
OXOTHHKA, OH IIPOPHIYajI HU3KUM T'0JIOCOM:

— A 4T0 1710X0T0 B KUBOTHEIX?! C XKMBOTHBIMU NIOJIAAUTH KyAa MIPoIle, 4eM C BaMu!
BEICOKME BOJIK KHIIEN OT HETrOJOBAHMUSI.

«IITU4YKM cagsaTCs MHE Ha pora u 4YUCTAT LIIE€PCTh; JIECHBIE BOJIKH BEIKA3BIBAIOT MHE IIOYTEHHE, a
BOJIYaTa UIr'parT CO MHOU; 0enku u KPOJIMKH OTABIXAIOT Y MEHA Ha CIIMHE».

«A BBI? YTO HU YeJI0BEK, TO JIe3eTe B IpaKy IIPU [1epBOi Xe BcTpeuye. HUKAKOro 3mpaBoro cMeicial»
MepnuH IPOUTHOPUPOBAJI €T0 U oOpaTtuscs K L3u I'yany:

— V Tebst ocTanmuck elle Kakue-TO fiefia B 9TOM nemiepe? Eciu HET, HaM mopa YXOOUTh.

— Ax, na! ITopa yxoguts!

113u 'yan MOMeHTaJIbHO IOIIe] Ha IOMATHYIO, KaXaas KaK MOXKHO CKOpee 3aMsATh Ha3peBaloIuii
KOH(JIUKT:

— Co MmHo# yXke Bce B mopsiake! ITpocTo s ycmeimran uctoputo 06 Opaene pritjapei Xapiia ¥ pewm
TIoMCKaTh oTla JIu3el. M3 oTnpaBuBIerocs B moxon OppeHa I0JI0OBUHA PhIlapel BEpHYJach, a Apyras
TI0JIOBUHA IIPOMOJIXKUIIA YIIyOaaThCs B 1ec. Pa3 yx s Bce paBHO coOUpasICs B JieC, TO PEIIXTT 3a0HO
TIOMCKATh, KyMla HallpaBUJIACh Ta, BTOPAs YacTh OTPSMA...

— TrI coBCceM upnoT? — cupocui MepnavH. — PUCKHYI B ODMHOYKY CYHYTBHCS TyHa, Tie CTUHYIa
nmonoBuHa OppoeHa?

— V MeHsI, KOHEYHO Xe, ObIJIM HAa TO CBOM OCHOBAHUS, fla U K TOMY XKe...
«K TOMy Ke co MHOU XUMepa».

Li3u 'yan pe3ko 3aMoiya, IporjIoTUB OKOHYaHUE (pasHl.

«To, 4TO MOHCTPHI He HamnafgaloT Ha XUMEpY... JIy4lle I0Ka CKPHITH».

<<MOHCprI — IIPUCIIEINHUKHN JEMOHOB, U O00BSICHSITH 9TO 6YJ16T CJINIIKOM XJIOIIOTHO>.



LI3u I'yaHny COBEPIIIEHHO HE XOTEJIOCh CHOBA OKA3aThCs B AMUILIEHTPe cKaHfana. OH CIUIIKOM yCTall.
OcTaBasioCh JTUIlh HAAEeSIThCS, YTO 10 IYTH UM GOJIbIIe He BCTPETSITCS MOHCTPEL. A eCJId BCe XKe He
TIOBE3eT HAaTKHYThCSI Ha HUX... IOHOIIA MOT JIMIIb MOJIUTHCS, UYTO OKAXKeTCSI IOCTATOYHO IIPOBOPHEIM,
4yTOOBI Pa3pyOUTh TBapeil 0 TOro, KaK OHU IIPOSBAT CBOe 0Cc000e OTHOIIeHNE K XUMepe.

— ThI paccYUTHIBAEIIb HA 9TOTO 11CA, KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO ¥ YMEET, YTO 3aTOHSTh Ce0s B TYIUKU?

MepmnuH He IPOMYCTUI HeJOCKAa3aHHYI0 (ppa3y YUYeHUKa, HO PELIUJI, YTO TOT BOCIIpUHUMAET XUMepY
Kak 6oeBylo enuHuUIly. Ha nmulle HacTaBHUKA TYT 2Ke 0Tpa3uiach HaCMellKa:

— He 6071bHO-TO Ha HETO MOXKHO MOJIOXKHUTHCS. MaJio TOTo, YTO B APaKe OH HU HA YTO He TOfieH, TakK Y
Hero elle u ¢ o0oHsiHNEM Oefa. M, KcTaTH, OH BeOb YMYIPHUIICS Pa3TyduThCs ¢ TOOOM, BepHO? U3
HEro Jaxe co0akKa HUKY[IBIITHAS — CO CBOUMHU 005S3aHHOCTSIMHU HE CIIPABIISETCS.

— HacTaBHUK, yMOnSI0, XBATHUT.
«IlonpupmepkuTe SA3LIK, COEJIaiTe MUIOCTh>.

L13u I'yaH BRITJISIIEN TaK, CJIOBHO BOT-BOT paciiadeTcs. OH APOKAaIUM T'OJI0COM IPEIIPUHSI BTOPYIO
TIOTIBITKY CMEHUTD TEMY:

— KcraTu roBopsi, HaCTaBHUK, B 3HAETE HOPOTY HAPYXKY?

— Kak Bomesn, Tak ¥ BEIUALY. BepHYTHCA 110 CBOMM XKe CllefjlaM — 4ero yXK Ipolre? — O0TBeTU
MepnuH. — TH 4TO, [OPOTY HE 3aIIOMHUTT?

— [MoyKeH GBUT 3aLIOMHUTE... — KpailiHe HeyBepeHHO nmpobopmotan Li3u ['yaH.

Huuero He nmomenaeliib: BOKDPYT CTOSAJIda KPOMEITHAA ThMa, a HaH,'[[I_Ha(I)T KapCTOBOfI Temeprl OBIIT
CIIMIIKOM OJIHOO6pa3HbIM.

— Bynyuu TakuM HeyBepEHHBIM, THI ellle U IIOCMEJI CYHYThCS B Melepy, — MepIIuH BRI ele
Goree pa3gocamoBaHHBIM. Ka3anock, OH He MOT PELINTh, IOXBAIUTD JIX YYEHHKA 3@ BEIIAIOLIYIOCS
CMEJIOCTb, MM e OTPyraTh 3a 6e3pacCymCTBo.

KapcToBhie nemiepbl — Ype3BbIYaiiHO OMacHOe MEeCTO, U TaXKe CaMble OIBITHbIE NCKATeH
IPUK/TIOUEHUY He PUCKHYT OECIIeYHO CITYCKAThCS B HUX.

3anyTaHHas CeTh TYHHeJEeH JIeTKO MOrja COUTh C IyTH, U3-3a CII0XKHOTO penbeda B HEKOTOPHIX 30HAX
He XBaTaJIo0 KMCJIOPOfa, YTO TPO3UJIO0 YAYIIbEM UM OTPaBJIeHNEM CKONUBIIMMUCSA ra3aMu. K ToMy ke
TIOBCIONY OblJTa CKOJIb3Kasi IIOBEPXHOCTH U SIMBl — OJMH HEBEPHBIH IIar, ¥ MOXKHO OBIJIO yIIacTh U
3aCTpPSTh HAaCMepPTh... JItobasi U3 9TUX OMMaCHOCTEN MOTJIa CTOUTH KU3HU TOMY, KTO PEIInJICS 3alTH
BIIyOb TEIIEePHL.

— f Mory BeIBeCTU 4ejsioBeKa! — BMemasicsa XuMepa. — Huuero cTpaiisoro, eciu OH He IIOMHUT
LOpory.

— THI-TO? — IIpe3puTenbHO 6pocusl MepsuH.
Hy Bce, miuar€03 noaTBEPXKAEH.

«CTOUT 9TUM OBOUM TOJIKO 3aTOBOPUTH OPYT C APYTOM, KaK CTOIPOIEHTHO BCIILIXHET CCOpa» — C
TOCKOM nopyMai LI3u I'yaH.



X X x

Y Bce Xe 0o gpaku Oejo He MOIIIO.

XuMepa obnafai CUIbHBIM UHCTUHKTOM caMocoxpaHeHus. [Tonb3ysack 3amuToi 1[3u ['yaHa, OH JUIIH
B OyKBaJIbHOM CMEICTIE, KaK Ilec, YYIOIIi 3a CIIMHOW X0351Ha, OTphI3ajicad Ha MepiuHa, HO HUKOTa
He TIePeXOuI K peasibHbIM JeHCTBUSAM, 60sICh OKOHYATEIbHO PACCOPUTHLCS C OXOTHUKOM.

Tereps oHY IIUIK T'yCbKOM: XuMepa Brepeny, LI3u ['yan nocepenune, a Mep/iuH 3aMBIKall IIECTBUE.

W3nauvanbHo XuMepa nopeiBajicsa B34Th L[3u ['yaHa Ha pyKU U HECTHU ero Tak, oacasich, 4To MepiuH
oTOepeT ero 4ejoBekKa.

OpHako MepnuH He n03BonuI. He n30aBUBIIKCH 10 KOHIIA OT ITOIO3PEHUM, OH SIBHO OIAcasiCs, YTO
Xumepa MOXKET IPUUYUHUTD BPEJ] ET0 YUEHUKY.

B utore 1J3u ['yaHy NpuIiocs B IPpUKa3HOM IOPSAAKE 3aHATH MECTO MeXy HUMMU.

MepnuH yKa3biBaj IOPOTY C3aA¥ — OH COBEPIIEHHO He XKeJlajl MOACTaBISITh CIIUHY TUITY,
TI0J03PEBAEMOMY B CBSI3SX C IeMOHAMHU. XUMepa XKe eI BIIepPeau, MbITasiCh C MOMOIIBI0 000HSTHUS
HAWTH BBIXOJ paHbIlle MepirHa U BeiBecTu LI3u ['yaHa Hapyxy.

— Hamneso!
— Brneso.
XuMepa 1 MepnuH IPOU3HECTN 3TO B OMMH I'0OJIOC.

MepnuHy OBLIO COBEPIIEHHO BCE PABHO, @ BOT XMMepa HeIOBOJIILHO OCKAJIUIICS, SIBHO
pa3mocaioBaHHEIM TeM, YTO He YCIIeI BHKPUKHYTh IIePBHIM.

— ... — 6e3monscTBoBan 113u ['yaH.
Ha camom pene 0co60# HYKObl YKa3bIBaTh My Th YKe He OBITIO.

ITo mopore, KOTOPO¥ mpuies MepiuH, eCTeCTBEHHO, TOXe OPOOUIN MOHCTPHL. M OXOTHHUK,
pasymeeTcs, Bcex ux nepebun. Temepb 3TH TPYIIL CIIyKUIKA CBOe0OPa3HEIMU yKa3aTelsIMH,
BEOYIIMMHU K BEIXO[Y.

[To cuacTIMBOM CIyYaHOCTH 3TO U30ABUIIO UX OT BCTPEUHU C XKUBLIMM MOHCTPAMH, KOTOPBIE MOTJIH
OBI BEITATh 0COOEHHOCTh XHUMEPHI.

Bcro mopory Buceslilee Ha BoloCKe cepaue L3u ['yana HeMHOT0 YCIIOKOUJIOC.
Ha xopmy oH ornsiHyiCcS Ha3ap:
— Kcratu, HacTaBHUK, KaK BH 3[€Ch OKa3aJIiCh?

— Cnyuatino, — otBeTs1 MepnuH. — Korma st uckan Te0s1, TO 3aMeTHJT TBOM [IOCIIeX, BUCSILIUHN Ha
mepese.

MeTop nopgBemrBaHus, 1 0COOEHHO CI0CO0 3aBA3BIBAHUS Y3710B, OB TOUb-B-TOUb TaKUM, KaKOMY €r0
yuun MepnuH.



MepuH KPpUBO YCMEXHYJIICS:

— XoTb g ¥ TOBOPUJI Tebe, YTO TaKOM CIIoco0 — BpeMEHHO IIOOBECHUTH BellM 1 3a0paTh WX yKe Ha
o0paTHOM IIyTH — BecbMa yOoOeH, HO B KaKOU-TO Mepe OH TakK ke JIETKO BEIIAaeT TBOE
MeCTOIIOJIOXKeHUe. §1, HallprMep, IPOCTO IPOIIeN 10 TBOUM cJiefaM. PaHEI Ha Tpymax MOHCTPOB Y
BXOfla B Iemiepy ObUIM COBCEM CBEXKMMHU, a XapaKTep IOpe30B — 100 001U 3HAaKOMEIM, 0YeHb IT0X0XKUM
Ha Te, YTO MHI BU€JIX BO BpeMs HAIleCTBUS BOJHEI 3Bepel. f ObLI TOUTH YBEPEH, YTO 3TO paboTa
TBOETo Meyda. Tak 51 Tebs U HallleJl.

BrimaBimnuii ce6s ¢ motpoxamu 113u I'yaH NMUIs HEJTOBKO YITBIOHYIICS:
— ...Xa-xa.

— Korpga TeI mocpenu HOUM IpuTalnuil biaarogats, S cpa3y MOHSAM: TH, CKOpee BCEeTo,
OKOJIQYMBAEIIhCS B JIECY U He TIOIIEeST B YeJIOBeUECKHUH TOpOI-rOCYoapCTBO, 0 KOTOPOM s Tebe
roBopuj, — MepnuH OPOCHUIT Ha YUeHUKa YKOPU3HEHHHIH B3rsan. — Kakoe 6e3paccyncTso. Kak Th
co61z1paembc;[ BBIZKMBATh, KOT'Md HACTYIIUT 3uMa’?

[I3u 'yaH CMyII[eHHO OTBEPHYJICH.

— K tomy ke, TpunuaTh fiBa cTebnsa braromatu 6oruny Bubuu. IlopasutenbHoe KOMUYeCTBO. A maxe
He TIPefiCTaBIIAgI0, KaKylo IleHy Tebe IPUIIIOCh 3aMIaTUTh, YTOOR! OOITh CTOIBKO.

B3rnag MepnuHa notsxenen. B MeprarieM cBeTe pakesna B ero HeBEPOSITHO IPKUX THTapPHBIX
rna3ax riny6oko oTpaxaincs cunyat Li3u ['yaHa:

— ...IloaToMy $1, eCTECTBEHHO, IPOCTO 00513aH OBLIT MMOUTH U pa3bICKaTh TeOS.

113u I'yaH omermm, a 3aTeM ero cepplle HallOJTHUIOCH TEIJIOM II0I0JIaM C YYBCTBOM BUHBHI:
— IIpocTuTe, YTO 3aCTABUI BAaC BOITHOBATLCS. 4 He myMmar...

OH He myMaJl, 4To MepMH HAaCTOJIBKO paclepeXUBaeTCs, YTO OTIIPABUTCS HA €r0 IMOUCKH.

Ha camoMm pene AHATONIUYM TOXKE MOPBIBAJICS MOMTH, HO, KaK OOBIYHO, BIIACTHBIM MPUEMHBIN OTEI]
PEeIInTEIbHO MPECEK ero IMOIbITKH.

U xoTs obuTaTensaM KinagOuila CTajo Topas3ao JjIy4dime, a 3aIllaCOB €kl Ha 3UMY OBLTIO TTOUTHU
JOCTAaTO4YHO, UM BCE PABHO Tpe6OBch5{ 6oerr mist OXPaHBHI.

MepHI/IH, KaK ¥ BCerja, CUuTaja 3TO caMo co0oi Pa3yMenmuMCi: B FHYGI/IHG JieCa TauJioCh CIIMIIKOM
MHOT'0 OIIaCHOCTEM, K TOMY XK€ II0J03PEBAJIOCh ITIPUCYTCTBUE JEMOHOB. Hwu 1o moruke, HU 110 COBECTHU
MeanH He MOTI B3BaJIUTh 3TO Ha IIJI€4YH CBOETO IIPUEMHOI'O ChIHA.

IHaxe HEeCMOTPMA Ha TO, 9YTO TOT YCTPOHUII eEMY FpaHI[HO3HBIfI CKaH[OaJl.

— Llene6Hble TPaBHL... 3TO TOT IIEC BIlepenu oan ux Tebe? — mpomgokuil Mepnun. — MHade 51 He
BUXKY IIPUYHUH, 3aueM Tebe MoHamoOuI0Ch TaiKoM IpoOUpaThCs K HaM U MMOOKUOLIBATL biaromarTs,
n30erast BCTPEYH.

— Ero 3oByT Xumepa. H... ga, 3To Taxk.

L3u FyaH BCIIOMHUJI HEOAaBHHE CJIOBA HACTaBHUKA O TOM, 4YTO IIATEPO YEJIOBEK Ha Knax[61/1me YXe
IMOJTHOCTBIO ITOIIPAaBUIINCE. Pa3 Tak, oHHK HaBE€PHAKa YGGHI/IHI/ICB, 4YTO TPABEI OEeHCTBUTEIBHO OBLIH



BraromaThio, ¥ B HUX HE TAUJIOCh HUKAKOTO MTOMIBOXaA.
[TosToMy 10HOIIA PEIIX KOBATh KeJIe30 [T0Ka Fopsiuo U 3aCTYHIUTHCS 3a XUMEDY:

— B npomnom o cobpan mHOTO Briarogatu 6orvau Bubuu, a motoMm oTaan Bce MHe. 4 o6cyaun ¢
HUM 3TO U CKa3aJl, YTO X04Uy OTHECTU TpaBHl BaM [Jid jieueHuda. M o cormacuncsa! Xumepa, OH...

— YTo TH OTHan B3aMeH? — He CBO[S T'J1a3 ¢ XuMepHl, B 100 crpocun MepnuH, 6ecliepeMOHHO
nepebus 1[3u I'yaHa.

— f Xe cka3saJ, OH caM [Iofgapuil... — IOIBITaJICS Bo3pa3uTs LI3u ['yas.

— To, 4TO mOCTaeTcs HapoM, B UTOTe 00XOOUTCS NOPOXKE BCETO.

BouTtenbHOCTE MepnuHa Bo3pocia eme 6onbine. OH IOMO3PUTEILHO IIPOBOPYATT:
— OW, [ICMHa BIEepeny, 4YTO Thl 3agyMai?

«CyuTaeTCs 1 3a KOBAPHBIY IIJIaH TO, YTO OH XOYEeT 3aBeCTu cebe [IOMaIHeTo YejoBeKa?» —
MBICJIEHHO B310xHy L[3u 'yaH.

XuMepa BO3MYIIEHHO QBIPKHYIT U OCKAJIHIICS:

— He TBOe cobaube meno! f maBasn ux He BaM, a MOEMY YeJIOBEKy. A KOMY OH 3ax0TeJl UX llepefaTh —
3TO yXKe ero 3abora.

JIuto MeanHa CTaJIO JIEOAHBIM, a BO B3TJIA0E YHUTAJIOChH €IIle OosbIree IMogo3peHune.
I3u FyaH YZ&Ke IIOYTH IIPUBLIK K 3TUM DETYIISIPHO BCIIBLIXUBAIOIIUM IIE€DEIIAIKAM.

On B3OO0XHYJI, HaMepPeBasiCh CHOBA BEICTYIIUTE MUPOTBOPIEM, HO X BHUMAHHUE ITPUBJIEK BHE3AITHO
y'JZ[apI/IBH_II/Iﬁ II0 I'JIa3aM CBET HEeBIOAJIEKE.

Bckope nepen HUMM ITOKa3aJiCsA BBIXO[ U3 MEIIEPHI.

A BMecTe C HUM — 3HAKOMEIE TPYIIHI ¥ BXofia 1 6ecurciieHHbBIe 00JIOMKY IIYCTHIX [TOCIIEXOB.
OHu BHIOPAJTHCE.

I'nasa LI3u I'yaHa pagocTHO Gl€CHYIIH.

A B cremymouIyo ceKyHay Xumepa crpeb ero B OXalmkKy.

— XuMepa? — yOUBUIICS IOHOIIA.

— [lerno coenano, YeIOBEK, HaM Iopa AOMOoM, — mpobopmoTaln XuMepa.

MepnuH OpUIyPUIC:

— A By cTodaTh! JlaTyc, 9 OOIKEH 3HaTh, IIe Thl Celyac XUBEeIlb.

CTrapblii OXOTHUK IIPUCTAIbHO YCTABUJICSI Ha HUX U IIPUKA3HBIM TOHOM 3asBui L[3u ['yaHy:

— OTBepu MeHd Tyha.



«...?!» — obommen Xumepa.
[IlepcTh Ha ero 3arpuBKe BCTasla ObI00M.
— Emme gero! Ilomen BOH, He3BaHLIN I'OCTh!

Pasymeetcs, Xumepa Obi1 TPoTHB. KTO 2Ke B 3[IpaBOM yMe BHIIAaCT PacIooKeHKWe CBOETo JIOTOBa
3aKJIITOMY Bpary?

K ToMy ke OHU yKe BEIOpasIMCh U3 IEIIepPH.

Kpenko npuxuMmasd L[3u ['yasa K rpygu, Xumepa B IIaHUKE METHYJICS B jieC. B CBOeU CTUXUHU BOJIK
YyBCTBOBas ce0sl Kak phifa B BOfEe: OH C JIOBKOCTHIO TSI U yOeraJs, IIPOBOPHO Mpsyach 3a
CTBOJIaMU [E€PEBbLEB, CJIOBHO 3aMeTast XBOCTOM CJIe[IH.

BTopoe mpoxoxkaeHue UTPHL B JOTOHSIKY OBITIO MPUHYAUTEILHO 3aIyIIEHO.
...BOT TOJIbKO KakK KaJIb.
[T OXOTHUKA YMEHMEe BHICIIEKHUBATh JIOTOBO HOOBIYM SIBJISIIIOCH OMHUM M3 BaKHEUIITUX HABHIKOB.

Kak mporHaTh CBUPEIBIX XUITHUKOB U3 CBOUX OXOTHUYBUX YTOOUM ¥ TIO3BOIUTE TPABOSIHBIM
CIIOKOMHO PAa3MHOXKAThCA? YHUUTOXKEHHE JIOTOBA XUITHUKA — ONMH U3 CAMEIX HeWCTBEHHBIX
CII0Cc000B.

Y MepnuH OBITT HETIPEB30HIEHHBIM CJIEIOIBITOM.
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XuMepa JOJTo MIyTaa KPyraMy, HaCTOPOXKEHHO OTMISIAbIBasiCh Yepe3 muedo. CuernaB KPIOK IJIMHON B
YeTHIPECTa KMJIOMETPOB, OH HAKOHEII-TO Ha IRIIIOYKAX IMPOUIMEITHY B IPEBECHOE AYILIO.

— ...Kaxertcs, Mbl 3a0bITM MO¥ CTApHIM HOCIIEX, BUCSINUM Ha nepese, — 3aMmeTun L3u ['yaH.
Xumepa BUHOBATO OEPHYTT YXOM:

— IIpocTH, HO 3TO OBIIO CIUITKOM PUCKOBAHHO. 3aBTpa... KOT{Ia 3TOT OXOTHUK YOEPeTCs, ST CXOXKY U
3abepy ero ons Teods.

113u 'yaH co B3[0XOM [TOKa4as roJI0BOu:
— Ha camoMm fene HacTaBHUK TOXKe... OX, BPSJ JIX MHE CTOUT T'OBOPUTH TeOe 00 3TOM.

[I3u 'yan X0Ten CKa3aTh, YTO Mep/uH, B CYLIHOCTH, OYEeHDb Ha[eKHBIM U COBCEM He IIJIOXOU YeJIOBEK.
Ho 270 651710 CIipaBenIMBO JIKIIL II0 OTHOLIEHUIO K caMoMy LI3u I'yaHy u xkKuTenaM Kinaabuira. B
ria3ax X¥Mephl OXOTHUK OBII CYIITUM AbSBOJIOM.

«Majio TOro, 4TO OH X04eT MeHs YOUTh, Tak ellle U MbITaeTCsI OTHATh eQUHCTBEHHOE, YTO V¥ MEHS
ecTh!» — HeropmoBan Xumepa.

CkBepHO!

...X0TsI, KaK 0Ka3aj0Ch, CUTyallusi MOTJIa CTaTh ellle XyXKe.



BepHyBuImch B gymio, XuMepa 0epekHO YCTPOUII YeJIoBeKa BHYTPH, a CaM BCTaJl Ha CTpaXkKe y BXO[a.

Li3u I'yaH, cupasi B YKPHITHY, KaK pa3 MBICJIEHHO MTOAOKpA CJI0Ba, YTOOH Kak cliefyeT 00bICHUTD
XuMepe Bce MPOU3oLIEIIee 3a IeHb, KOrfa CHapyXKu — TaM, TTie 00BIYHO lapuia TUIINHA, —
BHE3AITHO IOCJIBIIANCH TSAXKeJIble, pa3MepeHHbIe IIari.

... .HIypx-11ypx.

XI/IMepa OEPHYII HOCOM, €r0 IIEePCTb MTHOBEHHO B3[IEIONIIACh, CJIOBHO Imepen TuimoM CMepTeJ'IBHOI;I
OIIaCHOCTH.

...Hemopmaneky ot mymia, cXuMasi B pyKe cTaphlit gocnex LI3u ['yaHa, ¢ moIyyas0KOH Ha JTHIe BO3HUK
BBICOKHH CHJIY3T OXOTHHUKA.

— A MeCTeYKO-TO ¥ BIPSIMb HUYET0, — OXOTHUK, SBUBIIMICS C HaMepeHreM KOH(DUCKOBATh XKUJTUIIE,
OKHHYJI B3TJISAOM OYIIJIO ¥ 00paTuics K XuMmepe: — Pa3 yxK KUBeIIb KaK 3BePb, TO JOJIXKEH
IIOAYMHATHCS 3BEPUHBIM 3aKOHAM [XKYHTJIeH, TOe BblKUBaeT CUJIbHEUINY. Tl Beb HaBEePHSIKa
BU[EJI, KaK KUBOTHBIE IEPYTCS 3a THE3[0?

Hamek MepiuHa ObIT Tpeie/IbHO SICEH.
«4 cunpHee Tebs. Tebe MeHST He OMOJIETh, TaK YTO I10-XOPOIIEMY O0CBOOOXKai MecTo. f HaIllen 3To

IVILIO, ¥ TeTeph V¥ Hero OyeT HOBLIM XO3SUH».
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