Ha cnepmyromee yTpo, korga LI3sH CyiuK0y OTKPHII TJ1a3a, IePBOe, YTO OH YBHUAET, ObIT HE3HAKOMBIN
TI0JIOT KPOBATH.

OH xoTe ObLIO0 PEIBKOM C€CTh, HO T'OJIOBY IITPOH3HUJIA TaKasd OCTPast 0011, YTO MaJjenIee IOBU2XKEHHNE
BBI3BAJIO IIPUCTYII CUJIBHOT'O T'OJIOBOKPYZKEHU . HaXMypI/IBHII/ICB, OH ellle KaK0e-TO BpeMs JIeXKall
HEeIIOJBU2KHO, II0OKa MUDP IIepeCTall BpalllaTbCs Iepe[ Irjia3aMiu, 1 JIMIIb TOT'Oa MEOJIEHHO
IIPUIIOOHSAIICH.

Bokpyr 651110 yKe coBceM cBeTI0. O6CTaHOBKa Ka3alach U YyXKOM, U B TO Ke BPpeMsi CMyTHO
3HAKOMOH — 3T0 OBlIa KOMHAaTa X0 YII3I0.

«3JTO enle Kak...»?

1351 Cyn4yxkK0y Ha MTHOBeHUE pacTepssics. OMyCTUB I'OJIOBY U CXKMMas BUCKHU JIagOHSIMU, OH [JOJITO
IIBITAJICSI COOPATh BOEOUHO OCKOJIKY ITaMsTH. Buepa BeuepoM OH I 3[0eCh BUHO ¢ X0 YII310, HO
HAMMUTOK OKa3aJICs CIUIIKOM KPeIKUM, a TeJIo IIPUHIa — CIIMIIKOM CJIa0bIM: Ha CepefuHe KyBIINHA
€ro OKOHYaTeIbHO pPa3Be3ro.

Kaxk ObI OH HUM CTapa’sics, OH He MOT BCIIOMHUTH, YTO OBIIO Jasibille. 3HAUUT... OH IIPOBEJT HOYb 37IeCh U,
6oree TOTO, 3aHSI YYKYIO ITOCTENH?

[Toka L3511 Cy#iuykoy mpeObiBal B 3aMelllaTeNIbCTBE, IBEPh BO BHYTPEHHUE ITOKOM OTKpHIJIachk. Boren
Xo V11310 — yKe YMBITHIH, OT HETO BESIIO CBEXKECThIO U XOJIOAHOM BOmOM. OH HECIIEUTHO MOJKATHUI
KpPecyo K KPOBaTH.

— IIpocHyncsA? — CIPOCUTI OH.

[13an CyiuKO0y IOOHSI Ha HEro B3rJsa. X0 YII3i0, XOTh U COXpaHsiyl 0eCCTpacTHOE BhIpaXKeHue JIUIa,
BRITJIsAZIeNI OOZIPHIM U CUEN B Kpeciie YOUBUTEIbHO MIPSIMO. A BOT caM IIPUHII, TIOMSTHIY U OJeqHEBIH,
TI0JTyJIeKaJl Ha ero IOCTeIH, IIPUCIOHUBIIKCH K U3T0JI0BbI0 — 00CTAHOBKA OBINIa, MSITKO [OBOPSI,
OBYCMBICJIEHHOM.

— Buepa nepebpan c BUHOM U [lake He 3aMeTUJI, Kak ocTajcs y Te0sl Ha Houb, — CKa3a L[3sH
Cyiiuxoy, IpuxuMas pyKy K BUCKY.

Xo Yuzio 6pocus Ha HeTO MUMOJIETHBIN B3TJISIA U CYyX0 OOPOHUI:
— Huyero crpaisoro.

3aTeM OH pa3BepHYJ KPECJIO K BEIXOAY U TPOMKO T0o3Bai MaH llsabmans. ToT, IpOXAaBIINT y
IBEpey BCI0 HOUb, MTHOBEHHO BJIeTe/I B KOMHATY U pPacClIOpsAWICS I0OaTh 3apaHee IPUTOTOBIIEHHBIN
OTPEe3BIIAIOLIUN OTBAP.

[Tog mpucmoTpoM ciyru 113sH Cyiuyxkoy BEINI CHafoObe. ['0J10Ba HEMHOTO POsicCHUNIach. OH
IIONHSJICSL, CMEHUJI OflesiHUe U YBUMEJN, KakK B KOMHaTy Bounu Jlu YanHuH u Bau Kau.

3aMeTuB IPUHIIA, IONUBAIOIIET0 Yai MpsiMo Ha moctenu Xo Y13io, 00a Ha MrHOBEHHE OCTOJIOEHENTH.
JIu YaHHUH TYT XKe MOCIEIIHO OMyCTUJI TOJIOBY, Aeflas BUJI, YTO HUYETO He BUNUT, U He 3a0bi1
YyBCTBUTEJILHO [NEPHYTH 3a pyKaB Bau Kas, KOTOpPEIN BO BCe I'Jla3a ycTaBuiicsa Ha L[3sgH Cynuyxoy.

— 4 3axomun B riaBHbEIE IOKOHU, HO He Hales Bame BricodecTtBo. M mogymaTh HE MOT, 4UTO BB
[I0YKMBaeTe y TOCIOANHA, — IOKJIOHUJICA JIu YaHHUH.



[3sH Cyn4yK0y KOPOTKO KUBHYII:
— HeBax#no. Ecnu [03UPOBKY JIeKapCTB MEHSTh He HY2KHO, ITyCTh TOTOBAT KaK 0OBIYHO.

JIu YauHuH noareepun npukad. l3guH Cyiuxoy, onupaschk Ha pyKy MaH LIsHblIaHs, BCTal, HO IIPU
IIo’beMe ero CHOBa KayHYJIO0 OT FOJIOBOKpYyXeHusA. OH efjBa He NOTepsiI paBHOBecue. «HyxKHO
BEPHYThCS K ce0e U OTOCMAThCSI», — IMOTyMall OH.

— JlenaniTe CBOE [€JO, I YX0XKY, — MaxHyJl OH PYKOM.

Jlekaps ¥ €ro IOMOIIIHUK IIOCIEIIHO PACCTyIUIIUCh, TPOBOoXKas npuHna. 13sa CyiliyKoy KUBHYJ Ha
mpoianue Xo Y1310 U BhIIIE.

Kak TonbpKO [IBeph 3a MOIIATHBAOIIKUMCS IIPUHIIEM 3aKphIJIach ¥ B KOMHATe CHOBA OCTAJIUCh TOJIBKO
Tpoe cBoux, Bait Kait HaCTOPOKEHHO BHITJISHYII HApyXKy.

Y6enumuch, uTo LI3saH CyiuxKOoy yIIen JOCTaTOYHO [ajiekKo, OH B yKace 00epHYyJICS K TeHepay:
— I'enepan! Yto 3T0 OH...?!

Xo Y1310 X0JI0AHO B3TJISHYJ Ha HETo, Cpa3y IOHSB, KaKue MBICIIM POSTCS B TOJIOBE MTapHS.
HaxMmypusimcs, 0H oTpesant:

— He BBIIyMBIBaY JIUIIHETO.

Boaii Kait 06/merdyeHHO BEIIOXHYT. XOTh OH U ObIT HECBEMAYI] B JelaX aMypPHHIX, IPH BUOE U3HYPEHHOTO
IIPUHIIA B €T0 TOJIOBE 3a3By4Yall TPEBOKHBIN KOIOKOIL. [ToyeMy TOT HO4YeBajl y TeHepasa U BHITTISIAEN
etre 6onee cnabbiM, yeM 00bIYHO? Heyxkenu MeXXay HUMU HOUbIO NENUCTBUTENIBHO YTO-TO...
IIPOU3OIIIIIO?

Ho pa3 resepan cka3asn «He BEIOYMBIBaTh», 3HAYUT, BCE B opsake. [IoTpsceHue ymernocs, u Bai
Kaii, He yMess BOBpeMS IPUKYCUTH A3BIK, JIAIHY:

— 4 tak u 3Han! Pa3se Mor resepar OyCTUTHCA A0 €r0 YPOBHS!

C sTuMHM CJI0BaMU OH C HafeXX[O0¥ IIOCMOTPEJI Ha CBOEr0 KOMaHA¥pa, HO HaTKHYJICA Ha JIedsSHOH,
KOJIIOYUYM B3TJISAM.

Xo Y1310 ciBuHYJ OPOBHU U ITPOIIEMII:
— Crnenu 3a S3BEIKOM.

Bait Kaii MUTOM 3axJIONHYJ POT ¥ 9acTO 3aKuBasl. ['eHepas 0osblile He CMOTpPeI Ha Hero. Onupasch
Ha IOJJIOKOTHUKY Kpeciia, OH BCTaJl ¥ MeJIEHHO HallpaBUJICS K KpoBaTu. Baut Kail, mposiBisAs peaKyio
IOTafINBOCTh, OTCTYIIUJ B CTOPOHY U MPUHSJICS pa30upaTh JIeKapCTBEHHEIE TPABHI, IPHUHECEHHbIe Ju
YauuuuaoM. OH OTYETIIMBO IIOHUMAJI: TOJILKO YTO OH CKa3all YTO-TO He TO U pa3rHeBas reHeparia.
TonbKO BOT... B 4eM OH omubcsa? YTo Tak pa303/I1iIo KOMaHaupa?

B rnaBHBIX OK0gX AHbUHBTaHa L[3H Cynuxkoy, noggepxuBaeMbii MaH LigHbllIaHeM, HAaKOHEL] JIeT B
CBO10 nocTenb. OH MPUBBIK K MATKOCTH CBOET0 JI07Ka U TOJIBKO Ceidac 0CO3Hall, HACKOJIbKO XKeCTKas
KpoBaTh y X0 YII310 — 3a OJIHYy HOYb y HEr'0 3aHbLIa BCS CIIKHA.



MbsH LigHbIIaHb TOMOT €My HEMHOT'O ITI0€CTh, 3aJE€PHYIJI II0JIOT X OCTAaBMIJI IIPHUHIIA OOCHIIIATh.

OpHako coH He wen. 11358 CyiidK0y J0IT0 BOPOYasiCs, MEITasgCh BOCCTAHOBUTH XPOHOJIOTUIO
COOBITHH.

— CKkaxu, Kak 5 BYepa TaM YCHY/I? — HaKOHeI] CIIPOCHUII OH.

— Ox, Bame BricouecTBO, OTKyAa Ke MHE 3HaTh? — BCIIJIECHYJI PyKaMu ciiyra. — f mexXypui Ha
BepaH[e [0 TpeThell cTpaxu. [TI0TOM BHIIIEN FOCIIOAUH U CKa3aJsl, YTO BEl OCTAETECH ¥ HETO.

[3aH CyinuxK0y HaXMypPHUJICH:

— TI'ocnoguu X0 caM 9TO cka3aj?

— Taxk Touno, Bame BricouecTBo. Byl He moMHUTE?
[Tocne HegONTOro MOJTYaHUS IIPUHIL] HEXOTS IPU3HA:
— Ilepenun, maMsTH COBCEM HET.

<<CTpaHHO>>, — IIOQyMaJI OH. ITo cnoBam MaH LisgHbIIaHSA BEIXOOUIO, YTO OH CaM penini OCTaThCA. Ho
OH COBEPIUIEHHO HE IIOMHUJI TaKOH HpOCB6BI.

HaHPOTI/IB, B I'OJIOB€ BCIIJIBIBAJIX HESICHBIE BUOECHUAD: BCE KPYXKUTCA, 1 YbHU-TO CUJIEHBIE PYKH
IMOOXBATHIBAIOT €TI0 U BJIIACTHO YKJIAQBIBAIOT HaA IIOCTEIEb.

Ho aT0 HaBepHska Ovu1 nuis Open. OT pa3myMuil rojioBa pa3bosenach elle CUIbHEe.
OH mOoTep BUCKU U TUXO B3TOXHYIL:
— JlagHo, 3a0y[p.

Koneuno, 3o ranmmonuaanusi. Horu Xo Yii3io napanu3oBaHtl. [la maxke 6yab OH 3[0POB — C KaKOM
CTaTH eMy HOCUTH IIpHHIIA Ha pyKax?

HecMmoTps Ha yBEPEHHOCTD B TsKeJoi 60ye3Hu 6paTa, uMmnepartop L3sH IIIyHbX9H He Tepsin
OmuTeNnbHOCTH. BpeMsi 0T BpeMeHU OH IIPHChIIa IPUABOPHLIX Bpayeil IPOBEPUTH COCTOsIHUE L[35H
Cyuuxoy.

Cuapobbe I'y YaH1I310HS OeiicTBOBano 0e3ymnpeyHo: ToHavyasy 00jie3Hs HaBalauiaach Kak 00Bas B
ropax, TOBEPTHYB JieKapel B CMSTEHME, a 3aTeM Havajla MeIJIeHHO, IIar 3a I1aroM OTCTYIIaTh,
OCTAaBJIsIsI IPUHITA B COCTOSTHUM XPOHUYECKOH C1ab0CTH U 6JIeIHOCTH — HOCTATOYHOM, YTOOH
TONePKUBATh XKU3Hb, HO He BHYIIAKOIIEM ITON03PEHUM B CUMYJISIUN.

[TpupgBOpHLIE JIeKapu, KAaKUMU OBl UCKYCHBIMU OHUM HU OBUIM, He HaXOOWIK 1mofBoxa. HemaBHO OHU
IOJIOKHUJIY TOCYHaplo: MpUHII LI3UH 1oIeNn Ha onpaBKy, HO ero XKU3HEeHHbIe CUJIBL TOJOpBaHkl. B
TIOMEeCThe JIepKaT KaKux-To 6e3BECTHEIX JTeKapey 13 TJyXOMaHU, KOTOphIe TTHITAIOTCS IIPUBECTH €T0 B
YYBCTBO, HO TI0Ka 6€3 0COOBIX YCIIEXOB.

YcplaB 3T0, UMIEPaTOp MPHUIIEST B BOCTOPT.

— XBaTaeTcs 3a /06y COJTOMUHKY, — JIEHUBO YCMEXHYJICS OH.



— HctrHHO Tak, Baie BenuuyecTBo, — MOAOaKHYI Bpay.

— Pa3 oH yXKe MOXKET CTOSTh Ha HOTAX, [T0pa eMy SBUTHCS KO MHE BO [IBOPEIl, — PEIIUIT UMIEPaTop.
— 4 cam moxKypIo ero. 3a4eM BEPUTH BCSKUM IllapjiaTaHaM, KOT[la B IPUABOPHOMU anTeKe eCTh
Jy4IIre Bpayyu CTPaHHI?

CTOSIBIIKY PSIOM €BHYX I0J000CTPACTHO YTOYHMII, HAa KAKOH [eHb Ha3HAYUTD ayJUEHIINI0, YTOOH
OTIIPABUTH yKa3. B mocnenHee BpeMs HMIEPATOp MpeOkBajl B IyPHOM PACIIOIOKEHUH [yXa U UCKall
pa3BieyeHmit. A 4T0 MOXKeT OHITh 3a0aBHee, Y4eM CMOTPETh Ha yMUpAIoIero OpaTa U rafgaTh, KOToa
JKe 9TOT [OXOOsATa HaKOHEI[ TPOTSHET HOTHU?

Yepes nBa s L3sH Cyiuxkoy mpuOs Bo gBopell. Ilon meiicTBreM cHamoObs OH U TaK BBITJISEN
M3MOXKIEHHHIM, a HeJlaBHEee IoXMeJIbe o0aBuilo ero Uiy He3MOpOBOii cepocTH. Korma oH BoIes, OH
Ka3aJicd ele ciabee, ueM OOBIUHO.

[TapapiHOE OofiesiHME TIPHHIIA — TSAXKEJI0e, T'YCTO-4epHOe, C IIMPOKHMU pyKaBaMy — JIUIIb
TIOgYEPKUBAI0 ero Xymo0y u 6megaocTs. Korma oH omyckacs Ha KOJTEHU IJIsT IPUBETCTBHUS, OH TaK
MOIIATHIBAJICS, YTO Ka3aJioCh, IyHb HAa HETO — U OH PYXHET caM, 0e3 IOCTOPOHHEH TOMOIIIH.

B 9TOT MOMEHT OH pa3uTeIbHO HAITOMUHA CBOIO MaTh — «HAJIOKHUIY-UCKYCUTETIBHUIY» — TIepef
caMmoi eé cMepThio. [IpexXHUIM UMIIEPaTOp CKOHYAJICS BO BpeMs 6ercTBa Ha 10T, U 3Ta XKeHIIUHA TOXKe
3abonena B nyTu. Kak TOIBKO OTELl yMep, HIHEIIHUYN UMIIEpaTOp NpUKa3asl 3alepeTh e€, JIUIIUB CITyT
U JIeKapCTB.

[Tepen e€ cMepTHIO OH 3alllesT K HeW OfMH pa3: KOrma-To IIPeKpacHoe, MaHsIee JIUI0 UCCOXJIO0, T1a3a
BBAJIMJIUChH, @ KOXKA CTaJla 3eMJIUCTOM. [ 15119 Ha 9TO, TOCyIaph YyBCTBOBAJI HEOMHUCYEeMOe
yIOBJIETBOPEHNE.

W BOT Temepb CHIH UAET 10 €€ cTomaM. HacmaguBimmch 3pesuineM, UMIIepaTop SI3BUTENTBHO
CIIpaBWIICS O 3MOpoBbe OpaTa. L[3gH CyHduxkK0oy 0KHIan 4ero-To mofo6HOro: oH IHillb H306paxart
KPaMHIOI HEMOIIb U 0TBeYasl OMHOCIOXKHO U BSIJIO.

Bup noBepKeHHOT0 Bpara IpuBeJI rocyaps B IpeKpacHOoe paclojioXkeHue ayxa. Eine 1o nonynHs oH
PEIINII, YTO Ha CEeTOMHS BECEIIbs XBATUT, U KECTOM Bejies 6party ymanutbes. Ho korma 13sH
Cyiukoy yxKe cobpasicsi yXOOUThb, UMIIEPATOpP H00aBUI C YIHIOKOH:

— [IaTeit OpaT, pa3 THl OIPABUIICS, He Topa Jii Tebe BepHYThCSA K 00513aHHOCTSIM B MUHUCTEPCTBE
nepeMoHuii? be3 Te6s B MuHMCTEPCTBE MO€E Cepflle He Ha MecCTe.

«He Ha MecTe, Kak Xke...» — nogyma L3su Cyiuxkoy.

Ero momXHOCTB Oblla YUCTO HOMUHAJILHOM, ¥ €ro MIPHUCYTCTBAE HUYEro He MeHsi0. MMnepaTop
IIPOCTO XOTEJ HarPy3UTh ero PaboToM, HafgesCh, YTO B TAKOM COCTOSTHUM OpaT OKOHYATEJIbHO
HaZOPBETCS U COKPATUT cebe XKU3Hb Ha HECKOJIBKO JIET.

Brnpouewm, 11351 Cyituk0y 3T0 OBIJIO TOIBKO Ha PYKY. ITocie Bcex ynapoB, KOTOphHIE OH HaHec [1aH
[ITao, TOT SIBHO He OCTABUT ITOIBITOK OTHITPATHCS, @ HAXOMASCh MIPU ABOPE, IPHUHI] MOT OBICTPEe
y3HaBarTh O IIJIaHaX Bpara.

M3006pa3uB Ha Nulle KpalHee HeXeNlaHue U BSIJIO TOCTIOPUB g npunuyusd, 13sH Cyiyxkoy nop
[aBJIeHUEM «HEIPEKJIOHHOU BOJIK IOCyfaps» COTJIACUJICS IIPepPBaTh CBOM OTIIYCK.

Hwmnepatop npocusn. L3saa Cyiluyxkoy NOKIOHUICS U BhIIIes. [Tokupas 3a, OH KpaeM riia3a 3aMeTul,



KaK JOBOJIbHBIN ToCyoaphb BOJIBTOTHO 3aKMHYJI HOTH Ha CTOJI. l'[pI/IHI.I 66CCTpaCTHO OTBEIJI B3TJIAn.

[ToucTtuHe, BOOBCTBYyIOILAs UMIiepaTpulla [laH Obllla HeJalbHOBUOHA — BCSI B cBoero OpaTa. OHa
IIPUJIEXKHO y4YusIa ChiHa HeHAaBUAETh HAJTIOKHUII-COIIEPHUI] U MY4YUTh OpaTheB pagu 3abaBhl, HO
COBEPIIEHHO 3a0blIa HAYYUTh €r0 OBITh HACTOSIIUM uMmepaTopoM. OHu 06a BEPUIIH, YTO UX
nuHacTus OymeT BeuHoi, a moka ITau [ITao gepKuUT Ha CBOMX IIJledyaX rOCYyHapCTBEHHEIE [iefla, MOXKHO
CIlaTh CIIOKOMHO.

«CaMu KyIOT CBoto nmorubenb», — nogyMai LI3sH Cyiuxkoy, BEIXO[S Ha IBOPLOBYIO IJIOMIA/b.

CorHIle TOOHUMAJIOCh BCE BHIIE. EMy HYKHO OBIJIO ITOCKOpPee MOKUHYTh OBOPEI], YTOOB BCTPETUTHCS
c Cront Iy u I'y HYan1310HEM 1 06CYIUTH JasibHENIINe IIary.

Ho mMeHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT Ha INIMPOKOY IIONI[afX Mepel 3aJI0M OH YBUOEN YeI0OBeKa, UAYLIETO eMy
HaBcTpeuy. TOT marana pa3MalIiCcTO, HAIPABIISSCh MPSIMUKOM K UMIIEPATOPY.

PsoM ¢ HUM CeMeHU eBHYX, C XKaJI00HEIM BUIOM IIBITAsICh €r0 YOepKaTh:
— Benukuii cuty, nocroite! 'ocynaps cefiuac 3aHsT, 6010Ch, OH He CMOXKET Bac IIPUHSTS...
L13san Cyiuxkoy 3aMep. Bcé ero Teno MrHOBEHHO HAINpPAT/IOCh, Kak HAaTSHyTas CTpyHa. [IpsMo Ha

Hero m1en I1ax Ilao.
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