9to ObL1 BTOPOY pas, Korpa Li3sH Cyituxoy cTonkHysncs ¢ [Tan [11ao IUIIOM K JIUIy C MOMEHTA CBOETO
TIePeMeIeHUs B 3TOT MUP.

XOTs OH y2Ke yCIesl 00MeHSIThCS C IPOTHBHUKOM IIapoH yIapoB U UX Teleph MOXKHO OBIJIO Ha3BaTh
«CTaphIMK 3HAaKOMEIME», IIPUHI] TPEKPACHO 0CO3HABA: €ro ycrex OBl JINIIL CIeICTBHEM TOTO, UTO
OH mpuien u3 6yaymero u 3apaHee 3HaI PAaCKIIaj CHIL.

YemnoBek nmepen HUM OBLI «KPEIIKHM OPEIIKOM», CIIPDABUTLECSA C KOTOPEIM HEBEPOATHO TPYOHO.

I'naps Ha [Tau [Mlao usganeka, L3sH Cyituxkoy rinyO0Ko BIOXHYI, 3aCTaBNsAs ce0s1 YCIIOKOUTHLCS, U
Me[IJIeHHO HalpaBUJICS K HeMy. Korma MexXmy HUMHU OCTAioch He 0ojiee ISTH IaroB, OH
ocTtaHoBuCsa. CTOS O[] TydyaMu COJIHIIA, OH cMoTpen Ha [lau [Ilao cBepXy BHU3, a YTOIKU €ro I'y0
TPOHYJIa €[lBa 3aMeTHas yCMeIlKa.

[Tau [Ilao ¢ KPOTKUM BHAOM CKJIOHHUIICS B IIOKJIOHE.
— Ilogmanubd npuBeTcTBYeT Ero BricouecTBo npuHlla L[31Ha, — MpPOU3HEC OH.

L3511 Cy#4zKO0Yy C JIETKOH YIBHIOKOM pacCMaTpUBa er0 HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi — POBHO 0 TeX II0p, IoKa
CTOSIBILIMH PSIIOM €BHYX HE Hayasl BRHIKQ3bIBATh MPU3HAKY TAHUKH, — U JIUIIH 3aT€M MEIJIEHHO
TIPOTOBOPHIT:

— Benukuyi cuty cnumkoM opunranes.

[Tau IlTao BeIIpAMUIICS.

L3ax Cyn4yK0y OKUHYJI €r0 B3TJISIAOM C HOT [0 I'0JIOBH MU MHOT'O3HAUYUTENIBHO CIIPOCHIIL:

— Yro npuseno rocunopuHa [TaHa Bo gBopel cerogusa? Heyxenu uMmnepaTop npu3Bai Bac?
[Tan [Tao 0TBETUII MATKUM I'OJIOCOM:

— OrtBeuaio Bamemy BricouecTBy: y MeHs JIUILb HECKOIBKO MEJIKUX HeJl, 0 KOTOPHIX S 3Kejajl Obl
nonoxuts Ero BenuuecTsy.

3sH Cyi4uK0y KOPOTKO PacCMeSCH.

— Kakue MoryT OBITH «iesia» MeXAy BeJIMKUM CUTY ¥ MOUM IIapCTBeHHEIM OpaToM? COMHEBaCh, UTO
CTOUT UATH TyOa ITOHANpacHy — 00och, OpaT cefiyac COBCeM He TOPUT XKeJlaHNEM BacC BUIETD.

[Tan ITao nopusn rina3a Ha LI3aH Cyiiyxoy. TOT cMOTpes Ha HEero B yIIOp, He CKphiBas 3JI0pafgHOI
YIIBIOKH.

— XoT4 B mocyiefHee BpeMs 51 ¥ ObIT IPUKOBaH 60/1€3HbI0 K TIOCTEJH, 10 MEHS OOIUIH CIIYXHU O [ejlaxX
BEJIMKOTO CUTY, — T'OJIOC NIpHHIa OblJT BKPAJYKBHIM, B HEM CJIBIIIAJIOCE IIJIOX0 CKPEIBAEMOE
TOpP2KecTBO. — Hafo ke, Takoi MacTep CBOETO fieNla, KaK BB, ¥ BAPYT AOIIYCTU OCEUKY.

[Tau Ilao BeigaBui momobue BeXKIUBOM YIBIOKHU:
— Barre BeicouecTBO LIy TUT.

A B 370 BpeMs pykKa L3518 CynuxkK0y, CKpeITas B IIMPOKOM PyKaBe, yKe IMOKPHIJIaCh TOHKOU
ucrnapuHoii. OH 3HaJ: celyac OH [OJIKeH BeCcTH ce0st uMeHHO Tak. HyxkHo 3actaBuTh [1aH [Ilao
IIOBEPUTD, YTO IIPUHI] — JIUIIL MEJIKUY MTaKOCTHUK, Pafylouuiica 4yxKoi Oefie, a BOBCe He TBOPEI]



9TOH HHTPUTH. Tomnbko Tak Ilax Ilao He 6pOCI/IT BC€ CHJIBI Ha €Tr0 YHUYTO2KEHHUE HEMEJJIEHHO. HpI/I
HBIHEIITHEM PaACKJIae CHUJI L3sn CYﬂq}KOY He CMOT OBl BLICTOSITH B OTKPBITOM ITPOTUBOCTOSAHHUH.

BrICTpO mpoKpyunBas MbICNH B rojioBe, 11351 Cyi4K0y IIPOMOIXKUII C YIIbIOKOM:

— §1 gaxe gomKkeH M06JIarogapuTh BEJIMKOTO CUTY. YCIIBIIIAB O BAIlIUX «yCIIeXax», s I0YyBCTBOBAJ
ce6s1 HaCTOBKO JIy4ile, YTo 60JIe3Hb TOYTH OTCTYIIUIIA.

[Tan [Tao cyxo oTo3BanCH:
— B TtakoMm cnydae, 3aluiieM 3TO B CIMCOK MOUX 3aCIyT.
[I3gu Cyi4K0y KUBHYJ ¥, OTCTYIIUB Ha IIar, Cheaj IpUTrilallalolui XKeCT PYKOH.

— YT0 X, IPOXOAUTE, BEIUKUM CUTY. B0I0Ch TONMBKO, MMIepaTop OymeT rHeBaThCS Ha Bac HOJIT0, Tak
YTO HE TEPSUTE BPEMEHU 37IECh.

[Tan IITao cHOBa ITOKJIOHUJICA ¥ 3alIaraj npoys. L[3s8 CynuxkKoy IPOBOAUII €r0 B3TJISA0M U TOXKE
HampaBuCsd K BBIXOAYy U3 ABopLa. Ero pyku B pyKaBax Hadajid HEKOHTPOIUPYEMO APOXKaTh.

YeoBeK, C KOTOPEIM OH TOJILKO YTO TOBOPHJI, BEITJISIAE]T BOIIONIEHKEM OJIarOIMPHCTORHOCTH 1
moOPOTHI, HO IPUHII 3HAJ: IO 9TOM MACKOW CKPHIBAETCS AYIIa XUIIHUKA — IIPOHUIATEIbHAS U
fecroiiagHas.

OH 1men Me[iJIeHHO, CTapasich He cOMBaTh mbIxaHue. A nmo3anu Hero [Tan [Ilao, oToHas Ha [IecsaTh
maros, 06epHyscs ¥ OPOCHUI XOJIOAHBIN B3TJISAN Ha yHalALUIyocs GUrypy.

«CoBCeM He TO, HUero g 0Xupan», — IoayMall CUTY.

C Toro camoro OHs, Kak iaH nposanuics, [Tan [ITao Ov1 yBepeH, YTO 3a UCTOpUel ¢ Yxkao
HyuabTuHeM cTouT L[3gH Cyiuxoy. OH TyT XKe Iociaj Jogei B moMecTbe UYKao UCKaTh YIUKHU, HO Te
ncye3nu 0eccliefHO — HYU KUBBIX, HU MepTBEIX. [1aH [Ilao rogamu cienun 3a IOMeCcTheM IPUHIA
li3uHa. Ero mmuoHs He MOT/IM IPOHUKHYTH BO BHYTPEHHNE IIOKOH, HO OH 3HAJI PECYPCH IPUHIIA: TOT
He o0y1afan TakKoM CUIIOMN.

Ero TaifHas cTpazka CTOMJIA OTPOMHBIX JeHer, UX TogaMu 00yJasy B TalHBIX IToA3eMeNbsax. [TpuHIl
1I3uH xe ObI CTEeCHEH B CPEICTBAX U HAaXOOWJICS IO TOCTOSHHEIM JaBIeHUEM — [IJIsI Hero 3aBeCTH
Maxe Mapy CMEPTHUKOB-1a3yTYMKOB ObI7I0 OB HEBHITIOIHUMOM 3afiayeil, He TOBOPS yKe O TOM, YTOOBI
BBIpe3aTh 3MUTHLIX youiil [1au [lao.

U Bce xe [Tan lllao moHMMan: ccopa ¢ UMIIePaTOPOM BHITOHA IIpeXkae Bcero npuHny L[3uny.
[ToaTOMy OH rpelnua Ha CO6CTBEHHYIO OIJIOMIHOCTE. Ho IIsig Ha TenepeliHee MOBeNeHNE IPUHIIA,
cuTy 3akojeObasncs. OH BULe, KakK TOT POC, ¥ 3HaJI, UTO Y HEero HUKOTHa He ObIJIO CTOJIb TITy00KOTO
KOBapCTBa — YTOOBI OJHOM PYKOM yOMBATh JIYYIIINX HAEMHUKOB, a IPYroi — n300paxaTh
6e33a00THOE 37T0PAACTBO Mepeq JIUIIOM Bpara.

— Benukuyt cuTy? — Mo3Bal CTOAIIUN PAOOM €BHYX, 3aMETUB 3aMUHKY.
— Huuero, — kopoTtko 6pocurn ITau [lao # MpOOOIKUI Iy Th K 3aly.

OH He mI00UIT CTPOUTH forafgku. M eire 6obllle OH HEHABUIET BEIlld, KOTOPEIe He MOT 0 KOHIIa
IIPOYYBCTBOBATH ¥ MOHSTE. JIy4Imi criocod pemuTh MpobaeMy ¢ TAKUMHY JIIOIbMU — YHUYTOXKUTD HUX,
Iaxe eCJId eCTh PUCK YOUTh HEBUHOBHOTO.



C tex nop kKak Xo YII310 Hauall BCTaBaTh, €T0 TeJI0 KPEIIo C KaXObM AHeM. [Ipoiiiyio coBceM HEMHOTO
BpeMEHHU, U OH yXKe MOT CBOOO[HO OBUTAThCS. Bait Kait He Mor coepXkaTh Cle3 pagoCTH.

B 3TOT geHb moce TedeOHBIX IPOLeAyP OHHU MJIOTHO 3aKPhUIM BCe OKHA U ABEPU B KOMHATE, YTOOH
Xo V11310 MOT TTIOTPEHUPOBATLCS B X0OL0eE.

— Horu resepaia ckKopo coBceM nonpasarcsa! — paposasncs JIu HauauH. — Tenepb MHe HyKHO JIUIIb
TOTOBUTH YKPEIUISAIOIIME OTBaPHI A1 MepuanaHoB. He mpoiifeT u Mecslia, Kak Bbl CMOXKeETe CKaKaTb
Ha KOHE U KCII0JIb30BaTh JIETKYI0 TEXHUKY IIUT'VH!

Xo Yu3si nocMoTpes Ha CBOU HOTHU M KOPOTKO KUBHYII.

JIn YaHHUH OPUHSAICS yOUpaTh MHCTPYMEHTH B AUk, Bai Kait mogouesn 61uxke U MpOIIenTat:
— l'eHeparn, oT OpaTheB CHaAPYKHU NMPULIIN BeCTH u3 Benukoin JIsH.

X0 V11310 pe3K0 BCKUHYJI I'0JIOBY.

— TI'oBopu.

Bait Kait 3amenTtan OriCcTpee:

— Ynanoch CB3aThCs Yepe3 MOUTOBHIX roTy0el ¢ KOMaHAYIOUIMM Ha ceBepHOM Oepery Benukoi
peku. OH nepefat: Kak TOJBKO TeHepasl CMOXKET ABUTATHLCS, OH BBIIIJIET BCTPEUHHINA OTPS[ Ha PEKY.
Ecnu GpaThst CMOTYT OOCTABUTh Bac K Oepery, Jasblie OH BCE YCTPOUT.

Boii Kait 3aynwibancs:

— Korpa Barmm HOTH ITOTHOCTHIO 3a2KHBYT, KTO CMOXKET Bac yaepxkarth? K ToMy e, BCe IyMaloT, YTO
BBI KaJieKa. Ec/iu ymapuTh BHE3AIIHO, YCIIEX TapaHTUPOBaH!

Xo V11310 momosyai, a 3aTeM CIPOCUIT:
— Komanpyromuii Ha ceBepe? A raoe Y LssHbdaHb?

Pansirne 060poHy Ha ceBepHOM Oepery Bo3rnasmsn Y LisHbdanb, KOTOPHIM BMecTe ¢ Bait Kaem Ovin
KOTTIa-TO YCHIHOBJIEH CTaphIM XOY.

Yneibka MeajIeHHO CIoJjI3Ia C auija Bait Kag.
— llaabdans... 60mbllie HET, — BHIIOXHYI OH.
X0 V11310 IPUIIYPUIICH.

— Te miogu mepeganu, 4To B TOT IeHb, KOTTla BbI IEPEIIPABIISANIUCE YePe3 PeKy, B Hero Iormana
ImanbHasA crpena. He cnacmu.

I'maza Boit Kas mokpacHenu. Onu ¢ YV LisiHbGhaHeM BEIpocIy 00K 0 00K, OBITHM KaK KPOBHEIE OpPaThs.
Korpa renepan nomnarn B mieH, Bay Kau 3nuncs Ha Y LgHbdaHs, gymasi, 4TO TOT IIOABET B
pelIaloi MOMEHT. A 0Ka3al0Ch, YeJI0BeKa IIPOCTO He CTallo...

Xo Y1310 XKe Morpy3usics B pa3gyMbs. Yout? Y Lisabsganb OB eTo IpaBOi PYKOH, OH OBbLII eMy Haxke



onmuxke, yem Bait Kaii. [ToTepst Takoro yeyioBeKa HOJxKHa Oblja BEI3BaTh CKOPOb, HO... HO Yy X0 Y1310
yXe OaBHO OBLIM MHBEIE TIONO3PEHMUS.

Ecnu 6n1 Y LigubdaHsa Ka3HUIK 3a IPOBAJI ollepanuu — 3To ObI10 ObI MOHATHO. Ho Benukast peka Tak
IIMPOKA, YTO OOBIYHAS CTPeJia He JOJIETUT [0 APyroro 6epera, maxe eciau TaMm upeT 6o#. V LsubdaHb
MOT TTOTMOHYTH OT CTPEJIBl TOJILKO B TOM CJTy4ae, ecyiu ObI caM BeJl BOMCKO Ha mepenpaBy. Ho Tormga
051 X0 Y1130 JOXKOAJICS MTOTKPETIIEHUS.

CnepnoBaTenbHO, ecnu cMepTh Y LgHb(haHs Ha3bIBAIOT «CIIy4alHOW»... 3HAYUT, €My 3aTKHYJIH POT.
Kasub TpebyeT cyna U Hompoca, a eMUHCTBEHHEIHM Cc1oco0 rapaHTUPOBaTh MOTYaHUE — 3TO
HEeCYaCTHBIN CITy4dau.

— KrTo0 ceituac komaHayeT Ha ceBepe? — crupocui Xo YI3io.
— Hekro JIu IIIsH, 13 cTapoy rBapauy HaclIeIHOTO IPHUHIIA. f ero miuoxo 3Haw, — oTBeTus Bau Kai.

3aMeHa ero 4YejoBeKa Ha YejoBeKa HACJIeMHOT0 MPUHIlA He Oblyla CIOpIpu30M. ['eHepar B IIJIEHY,
KOMaH[IOBaHMe NoJIzKeH OpaTh Ha ceOs1 HacleoHUK, HadHadas TexX, KoMy fnoBepsieT. Ho... ecnu 651 X0
Yi3io He Bugen torga y Lzsua Cyiuxkoy Toro (anblinBOro nmuchMa ¢ JUYHOM IedaThio OpaTa-
HacCJIeJHWKA, BO3MOXKHO, OH OBl HE COMHEBAJICS.

Xo Yusio monro mosnyan. JIaxke eciu ero ABOIOPOIHEIN OpaT (HaciaegHbIN IPUHI]) YUCT, B €T0
OKpY2KEHUU TOYHO 3aBejiach Kphica. A 3HaYUT, KOMaHAYIOIMIK Ha peKe — YeJloBeK, KOTOPOMY HeJlb3s
noBepsATh. B 00bI9HOM cuTyanuu Xo Y1310 moIies Okl HallpoJIoM, He 3Has CTpaxa. B KOHIle KOHIIOB,
apMus Ha peKe — 3TO BCE ellle ero COaTH.

Iaxe eciu HOBBIM IeHepaJs 3ax04yeT ero yOuTh, eMy IPUAETCS TPUK/ILI TOAYMAaTh, YbK MMPUKA3kl Ha
camoM fmese OyOyT CNymaTh BOMHEL. HampoOTHB, IOATOTOBHUBLINCE, X0 Y1310 MOT GBI UCIIOJIE30BATh
3TOT MOMEHT, YTOOBI ITOIYYUTh JOKa3aTeIbCTBa IIpeaTeIbCTBRa.

Ho... celtyac, risps Ha CBOM KOJIEHH, OH OyMaJ O APYroM YejoBeke. TOT YeI0BeK IO IIPeaioroM
«COTPYOHUYECTBa» UCKAJ ero 3amuTel. Ecinu Xo Y130 cOeKUT OOuH, 3TOMY Y€JIOBEKY IIPUAETCS
0TBEeYaTh 3a Ho0er IJIeHHUKA.

A ecnu oH BO3bBMET €ro ¢ co0oii?.. [IpuHIl c1ab TenoM, He 3HaeT 00eBBIX HCKYCCTB — Ha Iojie 005 ero
He 3allUTUTh. K TOMy XKe, OH 4JIeH uMIiepaTopckoi ceMby FOxHOM LI3MH — KakK OH OyHeT KUTh B
Benukoi JIsH? V3HeXXKeHHBIN MaleHbKUY MIPUHI] HE POXKIEH OJIsT TOTO, YTOOHI OBITH 3aJI0KHUKOM UJTH
M3THAHHUKOM.

Panbie Xo Y1310 Bcerya BEIOWpas caMblil psiMoit u 3¢ GeKTUBHEIM MyTh, He 3a00TsCh 0 puckax. Ho
OH He 0XKHMaJ, YTO HAaCTYIUT [eHb, KOTHa OH OyHeT Tak KonebaThcs. M BCE M3-3a OOHOT0 YeJIOBeKa,
pagy KOTOPOTO OH I'0TOB OB 0TKA3aThCS OT CaMOTo GLICTPOro MyTH K cBoOOE.

Boaii Kau, BUfs monroe Moin4aHue reHepasia, 3aHEpBHUAYAT:
— T'enepan?

On nonuMas, 4yto cMepTh Y LigHbdansg — 3710 ymap. Ho HyxkHO gymaTsh 0 mese. Temneps, Korga CBi3b
HajaXKeHa, I04YeMy reHepasl MeajiuT?

Xo Y13t HakoHel] 3aT0BOPHUIL.

— XKpu. Hukomy He roBopH, 4TO MOU HOTY UAYT Ha nonpaBky. [lepenaii uM: nedenus HeT. Ho CBA3b



nopnepxkuBai. Kaxnoe muckMo, KOTOpoe MPUAET OT HUX, IpuHOCH MHe. OTBeTH Oy[y mucaTh caM.
Bau Kalt 3aCTBUT C OTKPBITEIM PTOM.
— T'enepan?

B aToT MOMeHT X0 YII310 YTO-TO yCIIbIIIaN 1 OPOCHI B3TTIAA B OKHO. [lajleko y BOPOT AHbUHbTaHa
IIoKa3aJiCsd NaJlaHKWH npuHla Li3uHa. Beicokas gurypa B TSKeoM ITapagHOM OflesSHUAU Hadasa
CIIyCKaThCs Ha 3eMJII0.

Xo Y11310 IpHUCTaNbHO CMOTPEN Ha HEeTo Iapy CEeKYH[, a 3aTeM CTPEMUTEJIbHO IIaTrHyJI K KpOBAaTH.
OOHUM JIOBKMM OBUKEHMEM OH 3aIPBLITHYJI Ha MTOCTEb, HATSIHYI OfesyI0, ¥ BOT yKe YEeJIOBeK,
KOTOPHBIM TOJIBKO YTO TBEPO CTOSITT HA HOTAX, IPEeBPATUIICS B HEMOIITHOTO KaleKy, 6e3y4acTHO
cupsiero Ha jmoxe. OH B3sJI KHUTY, JIEXKABIIYIO PSIOOM, U JIEHWMBO ITePEBEPHYT CTPAHHUILY.

— Ilpunn npuiesn. Co0upaiiTe Bely U BEIMETAUTECh, — ITPUKA3aJl OH.
Bait Kait mogbexkan K HeMy, 3a0bIB 0 CyOOpAMHAIINN:
— Ho renepan, nouemy?!

— IToroMy uTO 51 X094y 3a0paTh C CO60M OMHOTO YesI0BeKa, — YCJIBIIIAT OH I'0JIOC CBOEr0 KOMaHupa.
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