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— 3MeliKa — MOS eIMHCTBEeHHAs NIPUBI3aHHOCTD B 3TOM XKU3HU.

— THI... ma g XKe... 9 XKe HUUEro Takoro He cKasajl, C Yero Thl BOPYyT paCKaH.U'IHJ'ICﬂ?

Mo fub TyT XKe nomnascs Ha yaouky. OH mepecTas Kpu4aTh U, IOCIEIIHO OTIYCTUB €ro, IPUHSIICS
OCTOPOKHO TJIaOUTh 110 CIUHE.

— Te1, BeccmepTHbIH Bragbika, a Tako# Kanpua3Heid? YyTh 4TO, TaK Cpa3y MOMUpaTh cobpancs?

[TepBrIl yCIlex B OPeCCHPOBKe IIPUIIEN Ha yAUBIeHUe JIeTKO. JIt0 YK94UKY MBICIIEHHO OTMETHI, KakK
7erko 06MaHyTh 3MEUNKY, U B TO XK€ BpeMs OblJT TPOHYT ero 3a00To.

Cotnu net oH OblT ouH. Temeps y Hero Oblla 3MeliKa, KOTOpas 0 HEM 3aboTuack. EMy Bapyr
PacxoTeI0Ch yMUPATh.

XO0Th OH ¥ IPUHUMaJ BCE KaK €CTh, HO KaXK[IbI INIIHUY JeHb XKU3HU 03Hayal elll€ OOUH AEeHb CO
3MEeUKOU. 3HAUUT, HYKHO CTapaThCsl KUTh.

BoT TOMBbKO 10 KaKOT0 JHS 3MeliKa OyfeT C HUM.

Ho 270 651710 TOTOM. JT10 U2K9UXKM YUUIICS KUTh HACTOSIIUM U HEe XOTeJI IyMaTth o Oynmymem. OH
IPOTSAHYJI Majiel] ¥ JIeTOHbBKO KOCHYJICS PYKH, TJIafAUBIIEN ero 10 CIINHE.

— 3MelkKa...

Mo {Hb 3aCTHII.

«[laxxe ymupas, oH fyMaeT 00 39TOM napiumBoi 3mee! YeM oHa nyurie MeHS?!»

Hemonnyeckuil Biafrika, KOHEYHO, He XOTeJI IIpU3HaBaTh, 4YTO B cepaue JIro YK94XKMU OH yCTyIlaeT
KaKOM-TO IMapInuBoi 3Mee. Ho, BCTPETUBIIKCEH CO CIIOKOWHBIM, HO ITOJTHBIM OXKHUIOAHUS B3TIIO0M JIio
YK34XKU, OH HE CMOT YCTOSATh.

B utore oH, pyrasics, yopan pyKy.

— YEépT, KakK xKe TH MeHs mocTan! 3MeliKa, 3MelKa, TOJIbKO 0 3MelKe ¥ IyMaellb!

OH pyra’cs, HO He YCIIeJIX ero CJI0Ba 3aTUXHYTh, KaK OH yxKe IpeBpaTuics B 3Met0. OH fmaxe



noMHMI, 4To JIfo YK34xKM G0Jbille TIOOUT MaJIeHbKYI0 3MEUKY, U YMEHbBIIUJICA 0 pa3Mepa JafoHu,
O0Ka3aBIIKUCh IPAMO Ha jafoHu JIro YK34xu.

— Hy uro, Teneps moBosnen! 4 Tebe npespa... y-y...

Ero nmacTs 3axkanu. Mo fIHb 4yTh He BEITAPAIIWI IJla3a. A IIOTOM YCIIbIIIAN ellé 6oyee nep3Kue CioBa
JIro Yxouxu:

— HOCHYIHHBH 3MelrKa He Pa3roBapuBaeT.

«X0po1110, XOPOIII0, XOPOIII0, OH, YO/IIOIOK, CHOBa HE AT MHE I'OBOPUTH!»

Mo Anp Kumen ot 3710CTU. Ero 3aMeunHoe 6pIOI.T.IKO 3aMeTHO B3[JbIMAJIOCh 1 OIlafdalio.

JTr0 YK94KHM, KOHEYHO, 9TO 3aMEeTH/I U faxke IIOTPOrasl ero, Haxods 3TO 3a0aBHEIM.

— 3MeliKa Hafynaach, TaK MUJIO.

CHYCTH MHOTO J1eT Mo fAHb TIMOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CHOBA OKa3aJICA BO BJIaCTHU €ro I/I3OIJ.[péHHbIX
N30€eBaTeJIbCTB.

«ManeHpKUHA U MUIBIN».

«P0O30BLIN 1 MUIBIN».

A Temeps eml€ U «HATYJICS U MUJTBIN».

Mo dun 31unca emé Ooblie.

«Bcé MuI0, TOJBKO S B YeJI0Be4eCKoM 00/uyube He Musbii! [la s, 94EPT BO3bMH, CHIT 3TUM II0 TOPJIo!»

Hakosels ero oTmycTunu. Mo fHb OTKPHII ITacTh, YTOOK BEIPYTaThCs, HO, VBUAEB, YTO pyKa JIio
Y>K94YKM CHOBA I'OTOBA €TI0 CXBATHUThL, CMEHMJI THEB HA MUJIOCTb.

— MI-m1-111. ..

JIto YK34KM 3HAJ, YTO TOT pyraeTcsd, HO Pa3 YX 3TO OBIJIO He CJIOBaMH, a ITHIIeHKWEeM, OH He CTall
O6paH.IaTB BHUMaHUA. OH HOJIHéC €ro K JInOy U IIPUHAJICA 1eJIOBATh.



— 3MeliKa, Jay MOLesy, YMOK-YMOK-UMOK. ..

«3t10 paboraet. Ecnu s 6ygy ero oOMaHBIBaTh, TO CMOTY Yallle BUIETh 3MENKY U OBITh C Hel OJIuKe».

BeccmepTHBIN Brageika Yka4xky BCE mIsi ce0si PEII ¥ Teleph 3Hal, Kak 001IaThCsl CO CBOMM
3aKJIATHIM BparoM. 3To OygeT HempoCTo, MPUAETCSI XUTPUTh, HO... My 3TO HpaBuiochk. OH maxke
HAXOOUJI 3TO 3a0aBHEIM.

XOoTh OH U He TOBOPHUJI 3TOTO BCIyX, HO, BUAA 3MeWKY, OH npeobpaxarcs. Ero xapakTep u
HaCTPOeHNe MEHSJIUCh, OH CTAHOBUJICS 0Oojiee KUBHIM, 00Jiee YeIOBEUHEIM, a He TeM XOJIOTHBIM U
OoTCTpaHEHHBIM beccmepTHHIM Brnagbikoi.

Mo fHb, Kak Obl OH HU 37TUJICS, HE MOT He IIPU3HaTh, YTO eMy 00bllle HpaBUTCS, Koraa JIio YKauxu
TaKOM — pPaCKOBaHHLIM, He 00peMEeHEHHBIN CBOMM CTaTyCOM, CBOOOJHO MPOSBIAIOMINY K HEMY
HEXHOCTb.

BeccMmepTHBIY Bnageika YK34KM MPaBeHOTO YT XKUJT CKYYHOM KK3HbI0. Ero aMoIuu ObUIH
POBHBEIMH, KaK T'JIafib BOOHI, €T0 HUYEro He TPOTaso, eMy ObUin 0e3pa3nuyHbl JKU3Hb U CMEPTD, OH
JKUJ JTUIIh Pagyd MUpPa. A 9TOT... BO3MOXKHO, 3TO U ObINT HacTosImui JIio YKauxKM.

ToT, ¢ KeM oH mPoXKuUI 60K 0 60K mecsaTh neT. Hactosmui JIro Ykouxku.

Mo dnb momyMan, 4To X04eT, YTOOs UMEHHO TaKo# JIto YKouxKu cTasn ero [leMOHMYECKOU
uMIlepaTpuLen.

XOTh XXKU3Hb 3aK/JINHATENA U J0Jras, HO U €€ He CTOUT TPATUTL BIIYCTYIO.

[TpaBemHMKM MTPOIIOBENOBAIM aCKe3y, a HEMOHHE — HacnaxaeHue. OH xoTesn, 4ToOw JIt0 YK34UxkM OBIT
KaK OH, YTOOBI OH 3a0bII O IPaBUJIaX U NPUINYHUIX, YTOOBI OH PAfIOBAJICS XKU3HU, TOBOPHII, YTO
IyMaeT, 1 fesajl, YTo X04eT. B 3ToM u eCTh paioCTh OBITHUS.

JIro YzK94KM IIPOMOIXKAJ ero 1ejloBaTh — B MaKyILIKY, B KOHUYMK XBOCTa. Koryia oH cHOBa Imo1ieoBall
ero B ryOsl, Mo AHb BEICYHYJT I3BIYO0K U JIN3HYJI €T0 B OTBET.

B atot mur Mo fAHb IpUHAT pelleHue.

«3T0 MO [leMOHNYECKas HMIIepaTpuia. A gonxen YTaIIUTh 3TOI'O HEeOOXUTEIIS B MHUDP CMEPTHEHIX,
yTOOBI OH BMECTE CO MHOM HacClaxKOaJiCA 2KU3HBIO».

«K 4épTy mpunuyusd, K 4EPTY mpasuial»



— 3Melka.

[TporIrmo MHOTO BpeMeHH, pexe ueM JI10 YK34xKK HACHITUIICS ero nackamu. OH JIET Ha KPOBaTh,
o0HUMas ero.

— 4 memuoro ycra. ITocnu co MHOH, XOPOLIO?

BpeMs cII0BHO IIOBEPHYJIOCH BCIISTh, K TOMY [IHIO, KOT[a OH ero Hallésnl. ITocie Toro Kak OH MPUHST
YeJI0BeYECKHH 00JIMK, TAaKUX TEIJILIX MOMEHTOB OBIJIO Majio. Mo fHb HaMepeHHO ITPOMOJTYAJI, JIUIIb
KUBHYJI. Tak OHU U JeKajIu: MaJieHbKas 3MeiKa B ero 00bITHSX, €€ TOJI0Ba HA ero IPyOu.

JT10 UK34XKM IeNCTBUTENLHO 04eHb ycTall. OH OblT c71ab, eMy IPUIIIOCH BHIUTU U3 YEOUHEHUS,
IIepeXHUTh MPUCTYI connodobuu, MOTPATUTh MHOTO CHUJI. YBHIEB €ro KUBOK, OH 3aKpHIT I'/la3a U
TIOYTH CPa3y 3afpeMar.

3acklmas, ero TOHKas, Kak JIeTIeCTOK, pyKa JIETOHBKO IIOXJI0Nasa 110 3MernHoMY Tely. Ero roynoc 6wt
TUXUM, HO Ha yIUBJIEHHE TBEPOBIM:

— Borbie Bcero o000 3MeHKy...

«...Jaxe 3Has, 4TO 3MeiKa — 3T0 [JeMoHndeckuil Bragrika Mo AHb».

9Ty mocnengH0 Gpa3y OH He MPOU3HEC, TTOTOMY YTO He Mor. OH JIUIIb IIOBTOPUI €€ mPo cebs,
IIPUHUMAS PeLIeHue.

Tsxénpiit conrodo6, TOTOBEIM pagy AeCITUIeTHEH NPYXKOKI IPUHATH TO, YTO €ro TobuMas 3MelKa —
9TO IPO3HEIN [[eMOHHYeCKul Bragbika, KOTOPHIA YacTO Ha HETO KPHYHT, ¥ He 00paliaTh BHUMAHUS
Ha 00MaH, — 3TO TOBOPHJIO O TTyOHHEe ero MpHUBsI3aHHOCTH.

JT10 YK94KU OTHOCHUJICS K 3MelKe KaK K CBOei eUHCTBEHHOU MPUBSI3aHHOCTU B 3TOU XKU3HU.

Mo f1Hb 3HaJ, YTO TOT JIIOOUT 3MeHKy, HO He 3HaJl, J0 Kakoi cTerneHu. Ho 1 omHOrO cioBa «j1r00110»
OLLIO IOCTATOYHO.

Korpga mexaBInii Ha KPOBATH YeJIOBEK IIOTPY3UIICS B IIyOOKuUi COH, Mo SIHb OCTOPOXKHO BHITIOJ3 U3
ero o0bsATHM. Y Kpast KpOBATH OH IIPUHS YeJI0BeYECKUH 00JIMK U OOJIT0 CTOSJI, TISAS Ha Hero.

— JIto YKouXKHU...

B uTOre OH JUIIb TUXO IPOU3HEC €T0 UM U, He CKa3aB 00JIbIlle HU CJI0BA, HAJIOKUIT HECKOIBKO
3alIUTHLIX 6apbhepoB U YIIEN Ha BcTpeuy ¢ Baub Cio.



Pa3 y OH pemus cuacTy CBOw0 Oyayyio [[eMOHUYECKY0 UMIIEPATPULy U TIOMOYbL MY BOCCTAHOBUTD
CUJIBI, TO BEPHYTH cebe TpoH [JeMOHnYeCcKOoro Braabiku HyKHO OBIIO KaK MOXKHO CKOpeEe.

Ho oH He 3Has, 4TO, KaK TOJILKO ero (GUrypa ucyessa 13 IOKOEB, TOT, KTO IOIKEeH ObIJI CIIaTh,
MEIJIEHHO OTKPHII T1a3a. Ero masbIlkl IIPOBEJTH 10 TOMY MECTY, T/Ie TOJIBKO YTO JieXKajla 3MerKa, U OH
CHOBA 3aKpHII I'Ia3a.

JTio Uxauxu urpan. Cournodo0, maneéKuil 0T MUPCKUX [IeNl, CETOOHs PeIInl pUCKHYTh Pafy JAPYTOTo.

[To3BOIUTL HEMOHY BMEIIMBATLCS B [ejIa MPaBeJHOT0 IyTH, OCTABUThL €T0 PSIIOM C CO0OH,
IOfIepKaTh €r0 B BO3BPAllleHUU TPOHA — OH CTaBMIJI Ha TO, YTO Mo fIHb — XOPOIIHH IeMOH, U YTO
ero 3MeHrKa, K KOTOPOX OH TaK IIPUBS3asICs... HUKOTTa He IPUYUHUT eMy Bpefia ¥ He HaBPeOuT MUpy.

Ecnu OH BRIMIPaeT, TO BCE OymeT xopoo. Eciu mpourpaeT... TO OH OIUH TOHECET BCIO
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a IOCJIECTBUS.

[Tepen mpaBegHEIM ITyTEM U IIepef BCEM MUPOM.

Mo fHb HUYero He 3Has 00 3T rTy00KOM IPUBSI3aHHOCTH. [IpuOBIB B HEOOIIBIIIOH TOPO B MUPE
momel Ha BcTpeuy ¢ Baub Cio, OH, efiBa BOMAS B OTHEIbHEIM KAaOMHET B TaBepPHE, 3aCHIIAJ eT0
IOPYYEeHHUSIMH.

— Bo-nepBbe, pa3y3HaI31, Y KOTO B [ecTtu MHpax eCTh penKune HeOecHbIe MaTepHuaJibl 1 3EMHEIE
COKPOBHIIIA. YeMm pexe u CTapile, TeM JIy4IlIle. HeBaxHo, Y KOro, ImpoCTo pa3y3HaI?I.

— B onmune beccMepTHHIX LIEJIUTENEN €CTh OOUH 0YeHb CUJIbHBINA TeKaph. 1 ¢ HUM KOTrga-To
BpaxpoBail. [Tomu K HeMy KOro-HuOyab He U3 IeMOHOB, 3allJlaTh ABOMHYIO IIeHY U CKaXH, YTO
PaHEHBIN 3aHAT, IPUIET Ha JIeYeHUe 03XKe.

Banub Cio, coOMpaBIIHICS OOJIOKUTE O IOJI0KeHWH fen B [lapcTee [leMOHOB, 3aMOJT4all.
[Toxosme6aBIIICh, OH CIIPOCHUIT:

— Brnappika, TBOM paHBI, KaK S BUXKY, YKe IOUTH 3aKuUIK. EIE HEMHOT0, ¥ THl OyIelb B MOPSIKE.
3ayeM Takue XJIOIOTHI?

Ecnu OB OH OBITT TSXKEO0 paHEH, TO HE CMOT OBl Tak OOJITO ¥ TPOMKO PyTraTh JEMOHOB, d IIOTOM 1
CBOHX.

Ecnu 611 970 OB He ero Brmaneika, Boaub Cio OBI Tak ¥ CKa3all.

— 3T0 He Oy MeHs1, — Mo 4dHb B35 CO CTONA Yamly C BAHOM UM 3aJIIIOM BEITIHJI. OH mecsTh JIET HE
IIXJI BUHA U 9YyTh HE 3aJ0XHYJICA OT XKazKIHbI. BhInus, oH TYT K€ HaJIuJI eLue



— 4 u XKaub K03 Toxke B nopsapke. Brnagrika, He 6ecniokorics. Hamm ctapble paHbl JaBHO 3aXKUJIH, U
Yxy JIu HUYero He MOJO3peBaeT.

He To uT0OH Baub Cio O6bl1 caMoHagesiH, mpocTo Mo AHb OBITT TAKMM JeP3KUM, Hepa3yMHBIM U
HarjbeIM, YTO, KpOMe HUX [IBOMX, Y Hero Bo Bcex IllecTu Mupax He OBIJIO Ipy3€eH.

Ho ero cnoBa TyT XKe OIIpOBEPIJIN.

— 4 3Hato, 3TO U He [ Bac.

Bsnp Cio 3amep.

— Torma gmns xoro?

— KoneuHo, amns... — uMs JIro YK34YXKM 4yTh HE COPBAJIOCH C ero ryd. Mo AdHb, HaTUBABIIKNY BUHO,
3aMep U C TPYHAOM chepxkaics. — [lemnaii, 9T0 TOBOPAT, ¥ IOMEHBIIE BOIIPOCOB!

Baub Cio 3acThil. «OH BCE TaK XKe BHE3alTHO BIafaeT B THEB. 3HAYUT, PaHHI IeHCTBUTEIHHO
HECEPLE3HEIE».

— Ia, Bnagrika.

OH KMBHYI U, HE OOXUAASACH AAJIbHEUIINX YKa3aHU, Hadasl JOKJIaAblBaTh O IIOJI0KEHUU [ell B
LlapctBe IeMoHOB 1 0 Uxky JIu. Mo AHb BHIC/yIIaN ero u yOemuscs, 4To BCE Tak, KakK OH ¥ AyMall.

Y Uxy JIu Ovlid aMOuIuy, HO He Ob1l0 ciocoOHOCTel. be3 momorru Baub Cio B LlapcTBe [1eMOHOB
OaBHO OB HAYaJICS Xaoc.

Y6enusmuce, uTo B LlapcTBe [IeMOHOB BCE B mopsimke, Mo fHb BCIIOMHMUII eI1lé 006 OOHOM [iefie, HO
TIOPYYUTD €70 9TOMY IpsiMOIuHeNHOMYy Baub Cio OBITIO HETTB3S.

— I'me XKans H03?

— JTomXHO OBITE... — XOTH Ha nuIe Boub Cio ¥ He ObUIO SMOLMH, ero riasa 3aberanu. — IIbET B
Oopmere.

Mo {AHb 3aCTHII.

— OH omaTh moWEN Mo Kabakam?!



Yaira ¢ BUHOM C T'PDOXOTOM OIIyCTHUJIACh Ha CTOJI. Baub Cio Monua OITYCTHIJI TOJIOBY.

— Ilepepn yxomoMm s uTo TeOe ckasan? f ke Bejen Tebe 3a HUM ITPHCMATPUBATH!

Bans Cro meBeJIbHYII T‘yﬁaMI/I, CJIOBHO XOT€JI 4YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO B UTOT€ l'IpOI/I3HéC JINIIb OIBa CJIOBA:

— He mory.

— Yept! — Mo dHb paccMmesisica OT 37I0CTH U IHYI ero. — Thl, HUUTOXecTBO! OH Xe cnabee Tebs,
KaK Thl He MOXKeIIb C HUM CIIPaBUTHCA?!

— B kakom Gopaene? Bemu meHst!

— Ila, Bnagpika.

Bansb Cio momIen BIepen U yKe coOupascs B pyKaBe CI0XKUTh IledaTh AJIS epefadyu Coo0IIeHus, KaK
BAPYT MOJIyYUJI yAAp IO CIIUHE.

— Tet, y6I0moK, TOmpo6y# TOTBKO eTro MpeaynpenuTs!

Banb Cio Moj4a yOpast pyKy ¥ IOLIEN [ajIblile, He TOBOPS HU CJIOBA.

[Tpu6sIB B 60pesIs, UM faxke He IPUIIOCH CIIpalIuBaTh gopory. OHu momy Ha 3anax 2Kaup F09 u
BCKOpPE 0Ka3aJuCh Y €er0 KOMHATHI.

Korga Mo fub BeIOUI aBepb, 2Kaub K03, B KpaCHHIX 0feXK/aX, C PACCTETHYTHIM BOPOTOM,
oOHaxaBIIUM 0eJTIOCHEKHYIO I'PYOb, C IIeel U KITIOUUIIaMHU, TOKPHITEHIMU ClIelaMy IIOMadbl, CUOEN B
OKpY2KEHUU KpacaBull, KOTOPLIE TIOUJIA €T0 BUHOM.

JTO0T pa3BpaTHbIﬁ BU[ 3acTaBuil Mo Adug CKPHUBUTHCA. 3amax IIYOPEI B KOMHATE OBLJT TAKUM CHJILHEIM,
4YTO ero JIUIo IIOTEeMHEJIO.

— Bce BoH!

OT ero rHeBHOT'0 KPHKa ¥ TPecKa Pa30UBIIErocs O CTOJI KYBIIMHA KPACABUIILI TYT XK€ TOCIEIIHO
ymanunuchk. 2Kaab K03, ¢ TETKOM yCMEIIKOM B IEPCUKOBHIX I'JIa3aX, IOCMOTPEI Ha HETro U, faXke He
BCTaB, YTOOBI IONTPUBETCTBOBATh, PACCMESIIICS.

— Bnappika, TEI caM yTOIaellb B 00bITUSIX KPACABUIIEL. S myMasi, Thl MeHs mouMeITs. [louemMy Tl BCE
TAKOM XKe HeOTECAHHBIN? HeyKenu TH HUYETo He yMeelllb U IMIPHUIIET KO MHE VYUTHCS, KaK yOaxkaTh
KpacaBull?
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