— Ilepen aTuM GaHKETOM B YeCThb IIBETEHUS, S CIy4alHO Bujena Baie BricouecTBo HacaemHOTO
MIPUHIIA, KOoTAa OH crepmoBal 3a Ee UmnepaTopckum BenuuectsoM. Kak pa3 korpga Ee
HWmMnepatopckoe BenuuecTBo Benenla MHE IPUHECTH Bellld, Ballle BeICOUeCTBO IT0YEMY-TO OKJIUKHYII
MeHS ¥ TTOIIPOCHII TIepefaTh 3alluCKy OeBYIIKe B Ofiekaax IIBeTa abpukoca.

113511 Xya#l B3TJISHYJIAa Ha CBOM IIEJIKOBHINM Haps HeXKHO0-aOpHUKOCOBOTO OTTeHKa. Ee 10 HEMHOTO
CMATYUIIOCH, HO OHA BCe ellle He N0 KOHIIa BepUJia CI0BaM CIIyXKaHKH, II09TOMY JIMIIb IPONOJIXKUIA
paccmopoc:

— Opexnpl 11BeTa abpukoca? M oTkyna Tebe U3BeCTHO, 4YTO MOst paMunus L[3gH?

3aMeTHB B €€ T0JI0Ce TeHb COMHEHUS, MaJIeHbKas CJIIy2KaHKa HEBOJIBHO CJIETKa YJ'IBIGHYJ'IB.CL YroJIKaMHu
I"Y6 U1 IIOCIIEINHO IIPOIIIEeIITayla B OTBET:

— 4 TonpKO 4TO 0OHAPYXKMIIA, YTO MUCC LI3H HAXOMUTCS 3[I€Ch, ¥ YCIIBIIIAA OT APYTUX OapHIIIeHb,
YTO CTOST PAXOM... Ecniu Mucc LI35iH He BepUT MHE, BBl MOXKeTe ITONTH CO MHOMU B Ty aOpPUKOCOBYIO
po1iy 1 Bo BceM pa3o0paTthcsi. Eciu 3T0 OKaxKeTcs He MPaBAoOH, 1 TOTOBA IPUHSATH JIi000e HaKa3aHue
ot mucc LI3sasx!

— Xopotiio.

Xots [[3gH Xyai 1 Haxoguja CJIoBa 9TOM MaJIeHbKOW CITy>KaHKHU IOA03PUTENIbHEIMYU, OHa He MOrJa
ceryac B3sTh ee ¢ c000i B COCEIHNE TTaBUIILOHE, Tl HAXOOUIUCh IPUTIAIIIeHHEIE MYXKUYUHBI, YTOORI
BO BceM pa3o0paThcs. K ToMy ke oHa 60s71ach: €CJIM 3allkiCcKa B ee PyKax JeiCTBUTENbHO OblTa
TIOCJTAaHHEM OT HaCJIeQHOTO IIPUHIIA, BEIPAXKAMIIMM €T0 CUMITATHUIO, M OH MPUTJIAIIAJ ee Ha BCTPeyYy,
TO, OTBEPTHYB 3Ty JII00E3HOCTh, OHA MOXKET YIIYCTUTh TaKOM PEIKUN IIaHC.

[Topa3MbICTIUB, OHa IIOCMOTpPENIa Ha MaJIeHbKYIO CITyKaHKY, 00elllaBIlyio IPOBOAUTE €€, U PelIniia Ha
BPeEMS TOBEPUTHCS €.

— 4 noBepio Tebe UL B 3TOT pa3. Bexu.

YBumes ee corniacue, riaasa CIyKaHKM PafgoCcTHO O6rmecHyny. OHa rpalo3HO OTCTYIHIA B CTOPOHY U
notyia Brepenu LI3ssH Xysi#, HampaBissich K CKPEITOMY, HEIIPUMETHOMY ITPOXOAY 3a BOTHBIM
naBUILOHOM. LI351H Xyaii ceMeHMIa CIeJoM, COXPaHsIsi HACTOPOXKEHHOCTh; OHA IIIjIa, OTJISIOLIBASICH 110
CTOPOHAM, ¥ 3aMeTHJIa, YTO XOTS TOCTEM, MPHUIIEAIINX Ha OaHKeT, CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCE MEHBIIIE,
CTPaXXKHUKOB U CJTy2KaHOK BOKPYT, HAaIIPOTUB, CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE GOIIBIIIE.

['nmaps Ha 9TUX CITy?>KaHOK M CTPaKHUKOB C XOJIOOHBIMU JIUI[aMH, KOTOPHIE He IIperpaxiaiy el IyTh,
HO IpucTanbHO HaOmoganu, 11351 Xyl Mo4yBCTBOBala, Kak cepale 3abUiioch Jalle — a BAPYT OHa
omubIack ¢ caMoro Hayasna? MoxeT, Hac/le HBIY IPUHII, TepeiaBIIuil el 3aMKuCKy, XOTeN He
TAWHOT'0 CBUIAHUS, a 00CYyKIeHUS IOCYNapCTBEHHBIX eI, Kacarmuxcs KHIKeCcKo# pe3uneHIun?

[Toka oHa mpeOrIBaia B 3aMeIlaTeILCTBE, MaJleHbKas CITyKaHKa, IIefInas BIepenu, CBepHy/Ia 3a
yIoJI, CMEHUB TPOIIMHKY Ha APYTyl0, MOLIEeHY0 MeJIKUM KamMHeM. [Ipoiifsi Bcero HeCKOJIbKO I111aroB,
OHa OCTaHOBHUJIACh, CKJIOHUJIACH B MIOKJIOHE Iepep LI3gH Xyay U Ipor3Heca:

— Mucc LI35H, MBI IPUILIIHA.

YcnbiaB, 4To OHM Ha MecTe, LI3sH Xyait 0TBea B3TJIA OT CTPAXKHUKOB M CITyKaHOK ¥ TOCMOTPea
Ha MaJIeHbKYIO CIIy2KaHKY, CTOSIBIIYIO PsigoM. Ee B30p mepeMecTusics Ha MPOCTPAHCTBO I103aau
IeBYIIKH, ¥ Ha Ty0ax 3aurpasia BEICOKOMEpPHas yIbiOKa.



— U BmpaBay, mpekpacHas abpuKOCOoBasi POIIa.

['oBOps 3TO, OHA MeMJIeHHO HaIlpaBuiachk BrIyOb POIIHU, TOE MLIIHO IIBEIN aOPUKOCOBLEIE IePEBbS,
HaIOJIHASA BO3OyX I'YCTEIM apoMaToM. OfHAKO, He yCIiesla OHa IIOJIHOCTHIO0 BOMTHU B POLLY, KaK
3aMeTua, YTOo CIyKaHKa He I0C/IefoBala 3a Heil. OnaTh oxBaueHHasl OOUTEIbHOCTHIO, OHa
OCTAHOBUJIACh U TUXO CIIPOCHUIIA:

— T&I He moumeIIb CO MHOMI?
YcmpiaB 3T0, CIyKaHKa TYT Ke CKJIOHUJIACh ellle HUXKE U MIOYTUTENIbHO OTBETHUIA:
— 4 O6yny xkpmaTh cHapyxku. Ecnu mucc L[39H 9TO-TO TOHAJOOUTCS, TPOCTO TO30BUTE MEHS.

L1351 Xyait Ha MTHOBEeHMe 3aMepJia, Pa3myMbIBasi, 3aTeM IIOCMOTpeJa Ha He CTOJIb JaJIeKyIo
aOpUKOCOBYIO POIITY. BCITOMHMB 0 IPUTTIALIEHUY HACIETHOTO MTPUHIA, OHA He yHoepKasach OT
JKeJlaHUs MOUTH Ha BcTpeuy. [TokoneOaBInnch MTHOBEHME, OHA BCe XK€ Pa3BepHYJach U OBICTPHIM
IIaroM BOIIIJIa B POILIY, OCTABUB YIHIOAOUIYIOCS CITy?KaHKY CHapPYXKHU.

— ...ITouemy 3mech HUKOTO HeT? Heyxkenu s IpHIla CIAKIIKOM PaHO ¥ Balrie BEICOYECTBO HACTIEMHEIH
IIPUHI] ellfe He TPUObIT?

L35 XYSfI MEJJIEHHO IIlJIa II0 OKpauHe POIlK, TO X OeJI0 6poca5{ OIIACJIMBBIE B3TJIAOBI Ha MaJIEHBKYIO
CIIyXKaHKYy, KOTOPas BCe eIlle CTOsJIa Ha MECTe, 60s51Ch, 4TO Ta COEXKHUT, KAK TOJIHKO IIpUBEOET ee Caa.

OmHaKO CIyCTs HeKoTopoe BpeMs LI3sH Xyai 3aMeTHsIa, YTo CIyXKaHKa COXPAHSIeT CIIOKOHCTBUE U He
cobupaeTcs yxomuTb. OHa HEMHOT'0 pacciabuiach ¥ mepeBesia B3rIsan Ha OTPOMHOE IIBETYIIee
abpPHKOCOBOE IePEBO, CTOSIBIIIEE PSIIOM C HEH.

I eByILIKY OT IPUPOMLL NTI00ST 1BETH, U L[3s5H Xyai He OblJla UCKITIOUEHUEM.

— Kakas orpomHas poa... U 11BeTel Takue Kpacusble. He Oyny XKpmaTh IpUHIIA, HE3aMETHO COPBY
OIHY BETOUKY.

Ha ee rybax urpana HexHas y/ibI0Ka, @ IPeeCcTHOe JIULO MOJ 30JI0TUCTHIMU JIydaMU COJIHIIA
Ka3aJIoCh elle pekpacHee. Ee 1menkoBwIf Hapsy I1BeTa aOprKoca KOJIBIXAJICsS OT JIETKOTO BETEPKa,
CJIOBHO CJIMBAsICh C IIBETaMU Ha HepeBhsix. OHa MPOTIHYJIa U3SUIHYI0 HEXKHYIO PYKY K LIBETYLIEMY
IepeBy U OBICTPO COpBaJjia MOTyPACKPHITHIA OYTOH, TOJHECS €r0 K HOCY, YTOOH BIOXHYTh apoMar.

B ToT cameiit mur, korga LI3siH Xya# cierka npuIypuiiach, Haclaxkaasch CIagKuM OIaroyxaHueM
abpuKoca, B pOIlle BHE3AITHO Pa3dajics MyKCKOU T'0JI0C, B KOTOPOM CKBO3b YIUBJIEHHE MTPOCTYIIAJIO
HeJoBepHe.

— THI...
— Ax!

Kak TonbKo pa3pmancs romnoc, 113sH Xyai cHayasa ucneitana Boctopr. OHa pe3ko 06epHYyIach,
cobupasich BOCKIMKHYTh: «Ballle BricOuecTBO Haclie[HbIM IPUHII!», HO TO, YTO IIPEACTAJIo IePer ee
rja3aMH, 3aCTaBWIO ee 3aMepeTh. OHa yBUesIa MyXK4YKHY B 30JI0THIX OfleKAaX U 30JI0TOU KOPOHE,
yby OPOBY U T'Jla3a U3/y4aau MPa4yHYI0 CYPOBOCTh U BelIMuMe, a AIMHHas 60poia CllycKaiach K IIIee.
B maHuKe OHa OTCTYyMMIIa Ha IIAr, CXKUMas B pyKe BeTKY abpruKoca, ¥ BCKPUKHYIA:

— BHL... KTO BBI?



He ycnerna oHa JOTOBOPUTH, KaK 3a CIUHON MYXKYHHEL B 30JI0TOM, Y€l B3TJIs/] OBITT CYPOBEIM, HO B TO
JKe BpeMs pacTePSTHHBIM, BHIIIE] YeJIOBEK B OfleK[e eBHyXa. YBU/IEB Iepe co00i NeBYIIKY C
BBIpAXKEHMEM KpaWHero MCIyra U U3yMJIEHHUs, OH TPOMKO IIPUKPUKHYIT:

— Ilep3octs! U3 Kakoro Te popa, gesuua? Yeunes Ero BenuuecTBo, moyeMy Tl He IPEKJIOHSIEIIb
KOJIeHH?!

— Ero BennuecTso...

[Tpu aTux cnoBax y LI3siH Xyai MOMYTHIIOCH B TonoBe. CUIlbl OYATO IIOKUHYJIN €€ TEJ0, U OHa TYT XKe
PYXHYyJa Ha KojeHu. AOPUKOCOBBIH I[BETOK BBITIA/I U3 €€ PYK U yIajl K HOraM CTOSIIero mepen Hew
WwmmepaTopa.

— [Ipoctontonuska L1358 Xyait npuBeTcTByeT Bale Benuyectso! [Jonrux ner, JONITuUX JeT,
0eCKOHEYHBIX JIeT!

B ronose y cTosien Ha KoneHax L3aH Xyau Lapuil noaHbM Xaoc. OHa IIOYTH He cMelia IOOHATh
T'OJIOBHI, UTOOBI B3T/IIHYTh Ha MMIiepaTopa, 4yBCTBYSI, KaK BCe TEJI0 APOXKUT, CIIOBHO B JINXOPAJKe.
OHa HUKaK He MOIJla [IOHATh: Pa3Be HE HaClle[HEIU IPUHI] 3Ball ee? [ToueMy XKe 3TO OKa3aics
HmnepaTop? 3auem Mmmnepartop Bei3Banl ee HaenuHe? Heyxenu Umnepatop... UMnepaTtop
HepaBHOOYIIEH K Heu?

HpI/I MEICTIH 00 9TOM IIyTranieM IIPEeaInoIOZKEeHn OPO0KEb YCUTIATIACh. Ee IIpexnae PyMSIHbIE IIEKU
MT'HOBEHHO HO6H€JIH€J'II/I, a I"Y6BI, Oenrle u 683}KI/I3H8HHBIG, JINIITBb 6633By‘-IHO IIPUOTKPEIBAJINCE.

I[Toka LI3stn Xya# mpebriBaia B ykKace, MIepaTop, CTOSIBIINIA ITepef Hel, YCIbIaB ee uMsi, GpOCHIT
B3TJISIT Ha BETKY LIBETYIEro abpuKoca, 3allelIUBIIYIOCS 3a Kpall ee OfleXk[Ibl, — XOTSI OHa 9TOTO U He
Buzena. OH He BeJlesl el BCTaBaTh, @ JIMIIL CIIPOCUJI TUXUM, KAKUM-TO OTCTPaHEHHEIM I'0JI0OCOM:

— TBos amunus L3sH?
[Ipoxa oT cTpaxa, IpuImas K 3emie, L[35H Xy3l 0TBeTUIa IPEPLIBUCTHIM ['0JI0OCOM:
— Cnymatoch, Bame BennuecTBo, Tak U €CTb.

ViMmepaTop Me[jieHHO MTOAHSIII TOJIOBY U IepeBel B3TJIAA Ha I[BeTyIIre aOpuKoCH. B rioybune ero
r71a3 Ha MTHOBEHUE MIPOMEJIbKHYIIa TeHb, HO TYT XK€ HCYe3Ta:

— 1351 Xy3#... ITO UMS KaKeTCsd MHE TaKUM 3HAaKOMEIM...

CTOSBIINY PSIOOM C HUM TJIaBHBIM €BHYX, EBHYX Xy, yCIBIIIaB 3T0, CHa4yaja OKAHYJI HEJOyMEeHHBIM
B3r/IA00M L1358 Xysii, 0OKa3aBIIyIOCS 3[eCh 10 HEIIOHATHOM IPUYKHE, a 3aTeM IIOCMOTpPEIl Ha ee
abpukocoBoe maThe. Ero riasa xutpo O651eCHYIN, U OH TUXO IPOIIeNTal:

— Baitrre Benu4ecTBo, He 9TO ¥ UM OOYEPU U3 INTaBHOU BeTBU KHSIKECKOU pe3uieHIuu?
— 07

[Tpu ynmomuHanuu KusxKecko pe3upgeHnuu nuno VimmepaTtopa cierka u3Menunocb. OH 6pocui Ha
KOJIEHOTIPEKIOHEeHHYI0 L1351 Xyaii KpaliHe CypOBHIM B3TJIA[ U, YeKaHs KaXaoe CJI0BO, CIIPOCHIT:

— Twl — pogHasa moub LI3sH CioHA?

1351 Xyai TOYyBCTBOBaJa, 4YTO TOH MMIlepaTopa CTail elle X0IoaHee, yeM npexpae. Cepale ee



IIOX0JIOOEI0, HO OHA 3aCTaBHJIa cebs COXPaHATHh CIIOKOMCTBUE, IIOOABIISS OPOXKE B Irojioce, 1 THXO
OTBETHUIJIA:

— Cnyuatocs, Baiie BenuyecTBo, Tak U €CTb.

[TouyBCTBOBAB, YTO €€ TOH U3MeHUICs, MIepaTop, Ybe 3aMelaTebCTBO yKe JaBHO MPOIILTIO,
TIOMHSJ PYKY ¥ TOTTIAguI AMTUHHYI0 6opony. OH riny6oKo IOCMOTpEN Ha IBETOK abpHUKOCca Ha TIOfoJe
ee IJIaThs, a 3aTeM, 000#/s CKIIOHUBIIYIOCS [EBYILIKY, HAIPABUJICS K OTPOMHOMY aGpPUKOCOBOMY
[lepeBy M03afiu Hee.

— BcTans.

[TouyyBcTBOBaB, Kak Inaru MMnepaTtopa MpoHECTUCh MUMO, a IIyraloliee BeJInyre HEMHOT0 0c1abio,
113511 Xya# o0ieryeHHO B3[OXHY . Y Hee He ObLIO BpeMeHU laXke IIPOBEPUTh, OCTanach I CHapy KU
MaJleHbKas Clly’KaHKa, IPUBENIIas ee Clofa, I09TOMY OHa JIUIIh TOYTUTEIHHO IIPOIIeNTaa:

— brnaropapto, Bame Benudectso.

[Toka B aOpUKOCOBOM pOIIle pa3bIrPhEIBaachk 3Ta cieHa, 1I3sH JIowi, HaXOOUBIIUKCS B YeTHIPEX
OBEPSIX OT POILHM, YKe HECIEIIHO, 101 PYKOBOACTBOM CIIy2KaHKY, Bollesl B [laBunboH IIpsiHOrO
BeccMmepTHOTrOo. 3aMeTUB HellofaneKy 3HaKoMyio criuHy TpeThero nputia E XKy, oH ¢ ynbOKoi
CKJIOHUJICS B IIPUBETCTBUU.
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