l'ocmoxxa Ykasub u LI39H MHB BOLIIK BMECTe, HO TOCIIOXKa YK3Hb BHIIIJIa OOHA U Cpa3y XkKe MpuKasala
BCEM BCTaTh. PsoM c Helt He Ob110 L3s1H MHS, Y4TO SIBHO OBIIIO MOMBITKOM CKPHITh €T'0 OTCYTCTBHE.
[TogymaB 06 3ToM, LI3stH JI0I0M BEITPSIMUIICS ¥ IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Hee, Ha ero rybax MosiBUIACh JerKas
ynbIOKa. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH YCIIBIIIaN TUXUU T'0JI0C, 3BYy4YaBIINi HEYBEPEHHO.

— Hacnepnuk, moueMy psimoM C MaTYIIKOM HET cTapiero 6paTa, KOTOPHIM BoIel ¢ Hel? LI3sH
Xysi... TO €eCTh HaJl0XKHHUIIa Xy3ii, OCTaBUJIa €To O pa3roBopa’?

113511 JIo10¥ maBHO He CIIBIIIAJ 3TOTO I'0jloCa ¥ CHavasla YAWBUIICS, 3aTeM IIOBEPHYJICS ¥ IIOCMOTpPEI
Ha [[3sH BuH, meByWKYy-IIyaH, [04Yb TOCIOKY My, C MATKUM BhHIpazkeHHWeM JI1Ila OTBETHUII:

— HanoxHxutia Xys# maBHO He BUfela cTaplnero 6pata, eCTeCTBEHHO, OHa XOTeJjIa TOTOBOPUTE C HUM
IIOMOJIbIIE, B 9TOM HET HUYETO YIUBUTEIHLHOTO.

1131 BuH, yBUOEB, YTO OH COTJIaCeH C HEM, 3aCBETUIIACh OT PAlOCTH U HEMHOTO IPUOIU3UIIACh K
1351 JIo10H, HO ee OCTOPOKHOCTEL U POOOCTh HE HCUE3IIH:

— IIa, paHblle HaJIOXKHUIIA Xy3H O0JbIlle BCETO JOBEPsiIa cTapiieMy 6paTy. B meTcTBe, eciu TOIBKO
cTapuui 6paT ¥ OTel] He TOBOPHUJIK C Hel, OHa HUKOTo He ciyIana. KTo 661 MOT IogyMaTh, YTO
Telephb OHa CTajla HaJl0XKHUIIEH...

113511 JIoM0H, yCIBIIAB 9T0, YAROHYJICS, 3HasA, YTO 9TOT IIyaH, POXKAEHHEIN Irocroxoi My, ¢ meTcTsa
IIOJIBEpTaJicsl u3feBaTebCcTBAM CO CTOPOHH [[3sH WHsa u LI3gH Xyali, 4To chenao ero faxe 6onee
poOKuM, 4eM BTOpO# ChiH, LI3aH AHb. OH He X0TeJl BMEIIMBATLCA B 3TO, HO, T/ISIASA Ha FOCIOXKY
YK3HB, KOTOPAs CTOsAIA PSAOOM C roCroxkou My ¢ TOPOBEIM BUIOM, €r0 YepHBIE I'Jla3a CTalu elle
rinybxe.

LI3ssH MHS He OBIIO PSIOM C TOCIIOXKO0M YK9Hb, BOSMOXKHO, OH OCTAJICS B IMOKosx LI3ssH Xyaii. Ho ecnu
rocroxa YKa3Hb yXKe BHIILIA U3 ABOpPLa, a LI3aH VHE ocTancs oguH, OH He MOT IIOHATh, 4To L3518
Xyas1 MOr/1a CKa3aTh €My, CKpbIBas 3T0 OT MaTepu. CKOpee BCEro, OH OTIIPABUJICSA UCKATh UKIHBYKY.

He 3p4 B [1aBunboHe XonopHou Peku elie ¢ caMoro Hadasia yCTaHOBUIM LINKOHA PAXoOM C LI3sH
Xysu. Buepa ciyKaHKa «Cly4aiHO» YIIOMSIHYJIa O «IIPOCTYIKe» YXKIHbUKY, KOTJa TOBOPHUIA O CBOEM
OTIIyCKe, ¥ 9TO 3aceso B rojyioBe y LI3sH Xyaii, KoTopas Bcerfa Oblyia MeJlouHou. Ha crnepytomuii
IeHb, BCTPEYasiCh C TOCIOXKO0M YK9Hb, OHA, HECOMHEHHO, YIIOMSIHYJla 00 3TOM, YTO 3aCTaBuio LI3sgH
WHs, u 6e3 TOro Momo3pUTEeNIbHOTO0, KITIOHYTh Ha HaXKWBKY.

I35t MHb, eciu TH TaKOM XKECTOKHM, He BUHM MEHS 3a MOIO XKeCTOKOCTb.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTrfia rocroxa YK3Hb pa3roBapuBajia C OCTaJIbHEIMU U3 KHIXKECKOU Pe3UfEeHLINH,
oxupas, 4To LI3gH MHL BepHETCA IOCIe BCTpeuu ¢ YXK3HbYXKY B [IpaveynoMm ynpasnenuy, [13a1 Wb
B 0HILIMAIbHOM OfleK[e, BeIOMbIM MalleHbKOM CITy?KaHKOM, y2Ke BHIIIE]I 3a CTeHBl BHYTPEHHET0 JBOpa
Y 1IeJ1 II0 Y3KOU JOPOXKKE, OKPYKEHHOU LIBETaMU.

— locmouH, TPOMAS Yyepes 3Ty apKy C LIBeTaMU, Bl YBUAUTE BEIBECKY [IpayeyHOro yInpaBieHus.

[Tpoiigs Mo JOpoKKe HeCKOJIBKO IITaroB, IMPOCTast ClTyxKaHKa HU3KO MOKJIOHUACh LI3sH MHI0 1, po6KO
B3TJISSHYB Ha HEro, TUX0 CKa3aja:

— 4 cnyXkaHKa K3 JBOpPIla HATOXKHUIIEI Xy3H, U celiyac MHe Hy>KHO BepHYThCA B [[Bopel] Xyauu.
[Toxanyicra, JEUCTBYATE CAMOCTOSATENIBHO.

LI3ssH 'Hb KMBHYJI, 3HAsI, YTO €ro MPOTyjKa II0 BHEIITHEMY IBOPY yXKe Oblla HapyIleHueM IIPaBUJl.



Opmnako, Oymyuu 6paToM HAJIOKHUITE Xy3H, OH MOIYyYUII OT Hee 30JI0TYI0 TabIryKY, TI03BOJISIOIIYI0
eMy CBOOOMIHO ITepeMeIaThCs 0 ABOPIY U B TI060M MOMEHT TPOCUTh ayIUEHIUH. ITO O3BOJIUIIO
€My IIPOMTH CIOfia C TOMOII[BIO CITy2KAHKH.

— HUpure.

CnyxaHKa, [OJIy4YMB pa3pelieHne u cepeOpsHEIM Melrouek oT L3sH WMHs, He3aMeTHO KOCHYJIach ero
pyKaBa, Korfa youpana pyky. Ha ee nuile He ObIJTO PafOCTH, HO B TJla3aX MENTbKHYJI CBET, ¥ OHA
HHU3KO TOKJIOHUIACk:

— Bnaronapfo BacC, TOCIIOOHH.

L1351 UHb KUBHY U, YBUAEB, KaK ee ¢purypa ObICTPO MCcUe3a B TYCTHIX IIBETAX, HAPABUIICS K apKe C
nBetamu. Ho ef1Ba OH mopoIesn K HeX U YBUAEN 3a IUTIOIOM KPacHYI0 TabIUYKy C 307I0THIMU
nepornaudamu, ero JIUI0 U3MEHUIIOCh.

— He moxeT ObITh... ITO He [IpayeuHoe ympaBieHue!

OH CTOsI/I IO apKO#, C yIUBJIEHHEM TIISAs Ha TaOIU4Ky ¢ Haamuchio «JIBopern Bocxomsimnero
CornHIla», ¥ B ITape IIaroB OTCTYNHI Ha3af. OH yKe coOupasics BePHYThCS TEM XKe IyTeM, KaK BAPYT
II0YYBCTBOBaJI T'OJIOBOKPYKEHUE.

— I'me #? KT0 3Ta cnyxaHka? [ToueMy oHa cosnraia MHe... MM... YTo...

Yepe3 MrHOBEHHUE CITy2KaHKa, KOTOpas yXke yiIia, BepHynachk. OHa mocMoTpena Ha L3sH UH4,
nexartero 6e3 co3nanus neper IBopiiom Bocxopsimiero ComnHIla, ¥ C 3aTafO4YHOM YIIBIOKOM
HAKJIOHUIACh, YTOOHI JOCTATh U3 €T0 PyKaBa TOHKYIO UTJy «B0OJIOBUI XBOCT», 3aBepHYJIa €€ B IIJIATOK
U CIIpsTajia B CBOEM PyKaBe.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs MyK4YKHa B IJIMHHOM OPaKOHbEM XajiaTe HebGecHO-Tony0oro 1BeTa, ¢
M3SIIHON BHEIIHOCTBIO U JIETKOM [TIOXOAKOM, BOIIEJI B KOMHATY, fiepXKa B PyKe CKIagHou Beep. Ero
TEeJI0 CJIeTKa HaIpsTIoch, ¥ ero 6e33ab0THHIE I'Ia3a CTalu cepbe3Hee. OH TUX0 MpobopMoTant:

— Korpa st yxomun, 3mech He OBIJI0 apoMaTa, HO TeTePh MaXHET I[BETAMU T'PYIIIH. ..

[TouyBCTBOBaB 3TOT 3alax, OH CHadasa II0OKayHYJICS, 3aTeM HaCTOPOXKEHHO IPUKPHITT HOC PYKOH,
OBICTPO OTKPHLT OKHO ¥ ITOTACHUJI apOMaT I[BETOB TPYLIN B KyPUJIbHUIIE. 3aTEM OH MOJOLIETT K KPOBATH
¥ OTHOEPHYJ YePHBIE 3aHABECKHU.

— IJTOT YeJioBeK... KaKeTCsl 3HaKOMBIM, HET, 3TO...

OH mpumypuscs, BHUMaTEIbHO pa3risaabBag LI3sH VHs, KOTODHIH JieXas Ha KPOBaTHU C yYallleHHBIM
IbIXaHUEM, KPDAaCHBIM JIMIIOM ¥ PacTpellaHHOM OfleXKI0M, IBHO HaX0Asch 6e3 co3HaHus. Ero ynribka
BHE3AITHO CTaJjla JXEeCTKOMH.

— Bor kak... Hy 4T0 X...

[Tpo1io moYTH 4ac, U rocroxka Y:KaHb, KOTOpas BCe 3TO BpeMs TSHYJa BpeMs, Hadaja TepsTh
tepneHre. OHa YKpPafKO# MOCMOTpENIA Ha TOCIOXKY My, CTOSIIYIO PSAOM, U ITPOLIEITasa:

— [Touemy OH Tak [0Jro He Bo3BpaliaeTcsa? MoxKeT, 4TO-TO CIIyYUIIOCH?

EmBa oHa IIpOM3HECIIa 3TO, KaK U3[ajieKa II0OABUJICA €BHYX B (I)I/IOJ'IGTOBOM xanate. OH MOKIOHUIICS
BCEM M3 KHSI?KECKOH Pe3ngeHny, OKUOaloIIuM 31€Ch, a 3aTeM CIIEIIMaJIbHO 06paTI/IHCH K I'OCIIOXKe€E



YK5Hb, C TOUYTUTEIBHBEIM BEIPAZKEHHUEM JIMId, HUYEro He BhlJdBABIINM.
— Kusgaruns, HMIIEPATOP U HaJIOZKHHIIA BEISEIBAIOT BacC.

L13sn Jloo, HaOmiomas u3ganeka, Kak eBHYX YBOAUT TOCIOXKY YK3Hb, Ha ero rybax nmpoMebKHyIa
3aragoyHas ynei0Ka. Ero yepHble ria3a Ha MTHOBEHHUE BCIIBIXHYIIM, HO OH GBICTPO MOIABUII 3TO
YYBCTBO.

B 970 BpeMst Bo BHYTPEHHEM ABOpE, B [[BOpIie Xyoumu.

VimmepaTop, I'71s7g Ha BOCbMOTO IlTyaHa, CTOSIIIET0 Ha KOJIEHSX Iepel HUM B pacTpenaHHON ofiexke
U ¢ GJIeOHBIM JIMLIOM, YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK y HETO B TOJI0Be OYATO 3aropesicst OrOHb. ['opsiunii BO3AYX,
Ka3aJI0Ch, IOTHUMAJICS U3 ero TPyau, fejas ero JINIO0 MPayHkIM.

LI3sn XYSfI, CupeBIlIad HEIOOgaJIeKy Ha CTyJie, €edBa OCMeJINBaJIaCh ObIIIATh. Ona ¢ 671eIHBIM JTULIOM
CMOTPeEJIa Ha L3an WUu4g, KOTOprﬁ, Ka3aJIOCh, €llle He IIPUIIEI B cebs1, CTOS Ha KOJICHSIX psaooM C
BOCBEMEIM ITIyaHOM. Ee TOHKMe mamnbIibl BIUIKUCE B CTyI1, KakK GYI[TO OHa XOTeJla BOAaBUTh €TI0 B IIOJI.

TonmpKO 4TO OHA MPOBOAMIIa OpaTa M MaTh ¥ coOMpPanach JaTh YKa3aHUs KyxHe, KaK YCIIbIIIaa, 4YTo
umneparop u3 Yeprora Bapamusanus Cepana yxe BcTpeTucs ¢ Li3su CioHoM U coOupaeTcst
noobenaTh ¢ Helt. OHa XKAaja ¥ Xkfaaja, HO Yepes Mo4aca UMIIepaTop TakK U He TOSIBUJICS, U OHa
IIOYyBCTBOBAJa, YTO YTO-TO HE TakK.

E1me uepes monmyaca uMIepaTop, HaKOHEIl, B THeBe MPHUOBLI C OTPSIOM UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM I'BapauH,
Be[Id 3TUX OBOUX, CTOSIINX ceildac Ha KoneHax. LI3sH Xya# 3Hajla BOCHMOTO IlyaHa, HO, YBUMEB 3a
HuM L3571 ViHs, OHa ucmyrasach ¥ He OCMEJIUIACh CIIPOCUTD, B UeM uX BuHa. OHA JIUIIb BHUMATEIbHO
CMOTpeJia Ha HUX, IT0Ka UMIIePaTOP MPAYHO MPHUKA3kIBAJ BHI3BATH I'OCIIOKY YKIHB.

YemM Oorblile OHA CMOTpe€JIa, TeEM Ooibllle ee OXBaThHIBAII YXac.

BocoMmoti myaH u 11355 UHB OBy 00a B pacTpeliaHHOM Ofexk[e, UX BOJIOCH ObIM B Gecriopsiake.
['ma3a BOCBMOTO ITyaHa OBITM KPACHBIMHM, a TAJIbIIEI HEPBHO APOXKaJld, Kak OyITO OH C TPYIOM
CHOepKUBaJ YTO-TO.

I3su Wub ObIn elre 0ojiee pacTpemnaH, ero auilo OblI0 O71eHBIM, HO Ha CKYJIaX TOpesl CTPaHHBIH
PyMsiHell, KaK OyOTO ero CUJIbHO HaTepiu pyMsHaMu. Ha ero omexme OBITU ISITHA KPOBH, A HUKHSIS
YacTh TeJla Ka3ajack ciaboi unu 6oe3HeHHoH. OH He MOT [IOJITO CTOSITh Ha KOJIEHSIX ¥ HadaJl
KJIOHUTBCSI B CTOPOHY.
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