CanaT gpyHO IIEN B POCT, Pafys T7la3 COYHOU 3ejeHbl0. BHemHe JIy fo mepzKascs CIOKOWHO, HO Ha
nyuie GBITI0 HECTIOKOWHO: BCE-TAK¥ OH BIIEPBBIE BO3TEIBIBAM 3Ty YIIPSIMY0, HUKOTA MIPeX/e He
TIaXaHHYI0 3EMIIIO.

OOoiifg rpsagKu ¥ yOeOUBIINCH, YTO BCE B IIOPSAKE, OH 00JIETUEHHO B3[IOXHYJI, IPHCEl Ha KOPTOUKH,
BBIOpAJI caMbIi KPYIIHBIM, HAUBIINICSA COKOM KO4YaH U aKKypaTHO Cpe3all ero.

Ilepxka B pyKax COuHBIe MUCTh, JIy flo mMO4YyBCTBOBAJ JIETKUM TPENeT. 3a JOIrue MeCslbl, eClu He
CYHTATh TOTO CHITHOTO 00efa B rocTsax y Bau 'aHa, oHu ¢ ManeHbKUM YEPHBIM MUTAJUCH TOYTH
OHOM MyKoO#. Kak HU UCXUIIPSNUCS C TOTOBKOH, a TPeCHOe TeCTO 000KMM JaBHO IIPUEJIOCE.

OH Benb o0elran YrOCTUTh er0 CBeKel 3eJIeHbI0 — BOT CErOfgHS ¥ IPUTOTOBUT.

C aroit mMeicibio JIy Ho 6epexHO mpukan K cebe cajiart U 3amraraii K I0My.

B koMHaTax OBIJIO TEMHO — HU OTOHBKA.

Pemus, uto 103 Yxyuns emie cout, JIy Fo mpsMo Bo IBope 00pyOUIT KOPHU, OTPSXHYI 3EMITIO U
JIUIIB TOTTa TUXOHBKO MPUOTKPELI ABEPS.

B mome 1apuia MépTBas TuirHA. CKBO3b IIe TN IPOOUBAJICS JIKIIE CJIa0bIH BeUepHHUH CBET, efBa
Pa3rOHSBINNY MONTyMpakK. Ho CTOWMIIO mepecTynuTh mMopor, Kak 10 CIuHe mpo0ekalt X0I0I0K — YTO-TO
OLLJIO HE TakK.

Pasrap neta, Ha yaulle CTOUT YOYLUUIUBBEIA 3HOM, a 3[0€Ch... 30eCh OBITIO0 X0I0OHO, TOYHO B JIEIHUKE.

Mopo3HBIH BO3AYX YKyTall mieuu. JIy Lo TOpOonnIuBo 3aKETr CBeYy Ha CTOJIe U 3amep ABepb. U TyT oH
YJIOBUJI €[iBa YJIOBUMBIM, TOHKUM apoMaT — YUCTHIN, IIPOXJIagHbIM, CKOBaBIINY KOMHATY. OH MOXOOUII
Ha 3alax JIECHOT0 pPy4bsi, KOTOPEIM ME[JIeHHO 3aMep3aeT, HaBeKU 3allevaThiBas 107 IP03pavyHbIM
JIBIOM HeXHBIe JIETIECTKH IIBEeTOB.

BrnaroBonuil B qoMe HUKOTHa He mepxkanu. HeoObsiCHUMas Ipoxiiaia ¥ 3TOT CTPAHHbIM apoMaT
3acrtaBunu JIy 10 HACTOPOXUTLCS. 3aTauB AbIXaHUE, OH OCTOPOXKHO ITOMIIETT Ha 3alax.

Iepxka nepen co0oii cBeYy, OH CHeflal HeCKOJIBKO IIIaroB U 3aXKET elle oguH Gutuib. B KoMHaTe
nmocBetneno. JIy Jo Tak ¥ 3aMep: 0N ¥ YTkl MOKPHIBajia TOHYaKIIasd U3MOPO3b. XPYNKUHY, edBa
POOUBILINICS MHEH yKe IOATanBasl OT Telljla CBeYel — KaIlIu BOIH, M0OIeCKuBasi B TYCKIIOM
TIJlaMeHu, MeJJIeHHO cOerasy I0 MOXKeJITEBIINM CTeHAM.

Jly fo moBEn cBeYOii B CTOPOHY IIOCTENH, X OT YBUAEHHOT'O Y HETO ITePeXBaTUIIO OhIXaHHUE.

Ha kpoBaTH, CBEpHYBUINCH KOJIbLIAMH, JIeJKajla UCIOJUHCKAs YépHas 3Mes. JIoxke OBITI0 TPOCTOPHEIM



— caM Jly flo mpu CBOEM HeMaJioM POCTe CIlal Ha HEM BOJIBIOTHO, [la ¥ JBOUM B3POCIIEIM TECHO OBl He
I0Ka3ajock. Ho ceitvyac 4ymoBUIIHOE TeJI0 3aHSJI0 BCIO IOCTEe b 663 0CTaTKa, B3OBIMASICh IIUPOKUM
TSXKEIILIM BaJIOM.

I TUHHBIA XBOCT 3MEU CBEIIHMBAJICS C Kpas JI0ZKa ¥ 3aMep Y CAaMbIX HOT IOHOIIU. B Kome6mouieMcs
CBETE CBEYM aHTPAILMTOBO-YEPHAS Yellysl OT/IMBaJla 3aBOPAKUBAIOIINM, XOJIONHLIM TIsHLEM. [laxke y
caMoro KOHYMKa XBOCT ObLI TONIUHON ¢ Oenpo Jly fo; o myiuHe 4ymoBHIla CTPAIIHO ObIJIO ¥ IyMaTh.
[ITeBeTbHUCH OHO CEMYAC — U YBEPHYTHCS, CIAaCTUCh 0ETCTBOM He OBII0 OBl HU eIMHOTO IIaHCa.

Cepaue Jly do komoTtunock Kak cymaciieniee. OH 3amep, 60gCh n3[aTh XOTh 3BYK. 2KHBOTHBIX OH,
KOHEYHO, JTI00UJI, HO HUKaK He 0XKuaajl 00HapPYyKUTh y ce0s Ha IOCTENIM TAKOTO TUTaHTa.

[TocrouTe... 3Mes? B ronose nmpoMesbKHyIa BHE3allHasA [A0rajka, ¥ CKOBABIIUM €r0 CTpaX HEMHOTO
OTCTYTIHIIL.

Manenbkuy YepHEIH Begb TOXKe 3Mesl. MOr 1 3TOT UCIOJIMH 0OKa3aThCH... UM?

Jly fo mymuO crinoTayn. OT MPOHU3LIBAIONIETO XOJIOMA JIUIIO eT0 Mo0Ie HeNo, a TyOkl IEPECOXIIH.
[TpoCTOSIB TAaK HECKOJIBKO MUHYT ¥ YOEOUBIIKUCH, YTO 3MeH He BHIKA3hIBAeT IPU3HAKOB
O00ompCTBOBAHUS, OH HEPEIIUTEIbHO MIePECTYIINIT Yepe3 TSXKENbIM XBoCT. CoernaB Iar BIepén, I0HoIIa
CHOBa 3aMmsiJicsi. M3 mepexBaueHHOI0 CITa3MOM TOpJia BBIPBAJICS TUXUHM, €Ba CIIBIIIHEIM IIETIOT:

— Manenbkuii YEpHBIH?

3Mel He LIeBeIbHYIICS. BOIU3U X0I0M OIIyIIaics ellé ocTpee, Mpobupast 40 caMbix KocTei. JIy fo
C3KaJ Ky/laku. B To Ke MTHOBeHUE UyIOBHUIIE IPOTHYJIO BeKaMM, ¥ Ha IOHOIY YCTaBUIUCH fIBa
JeSHBIX SHTAPHBIX I'71a3a — Iyraolye, HO 10 6011 3HaKOMEIE.

OH cMOTpen OTUYKAEHHO U X0JI0HO, OMHAKO MHTYHIUS MTOACKa3kBana emy: 1103 Yxkyunio nmoxo. OH
6oreH.

Bech ero Bup Tak u Kpuuan: «He mpubnuxaticsi». OH HUKOTTIa He BUOEN ero TakuM. [Is Hero 103
YKyHHDb BCErfla 0CTABAJICS TOM KPOIIeYHOM 3MEeHKOM, YTO 3acChinasa, 0OBUBIINCH BOKPYT 3aISICThS.

OHu MoJTYa CMOTpEIH APYT Ha Apyra. 3Mel pa3gpaxkeHHO KayHyJl KOHUMKOM XBOCTa, HO la’ke CKBO3b
3Ty HAMyCKHYIO0 BpaXmeOHOCTh OH BUIEI, KaK TSIXKeJ0 eMy HaéTcs Kaxaoe aBuxkenue. OrpoMHoe
TeJ10 6eCIIOKOMHO BOPOYAIOCh, OTYET0 CTaphie JOCKYM KPOBATH HATYKHO ITOCKPHUIILIBAIH.

[Toxoneb6aBIIKCH €I€ HEMHOT0, OH PEIUTENbHO maruyn suepéen. Ecnu 103 YKyuHb IeHCTBUTEIHHO
00J1eH, pa3Be MOXKHO OPOCUTH ero B Oeme?

Ho cToumo emy choenaTh Iar, Kak MOIIHBIM XBOCT MOJTHHEHOCHBIM POCUEPKOM B3BUJICSI BBEPX U 00BHUIT
€ro TIOTePEK Tanmuu. JIeOsTHON X001 MI'HOBEHHO ITPOIIHII TPpy0yi0 TKaHb OEeXK/Ibl, 3aCTABUB IOHOIIY



COMIPOTHYTHLCS BCEM TeJIOM. B cremymoomui MUr 3eMis yila u3-nof Hor, u JIy fo, mogxBauyeHHBIN
HEIpeofoIMMOM CUJIOH, TTOBAJIUICA Ha KPOBAaTh.

Cepaie GerieHo KOMOTUIIOCH B Tpynu. JIy fo Oosincs maxe AbIIATH, YYBCTBYS, KAK MaCCHUBHEIE
KOJIbIla MEMIJIEHHO CMBIKAQIOTCST BOKPYT HETO, 3aK/TI04as B XKUBBIE TUCKH. TSIKEBIH XBOCT II0-
IpexKHeMY CKHUMaJl I0sIC, He JaBasi HU eJUHOTO IIIaHCa BEIPBATHCS.

Tenepb-To OH IIOHAJ, OTKyId B KOMHATE B34JICA 3TOT 3aMOTHUJIbHBIN XOJIO]I.

3axKaTHi B KOJIbIIAX UCIOIMHCKOTO 3Mesi, CJIOBHO IMOMMaHHas NoObYa, OH IPHHUMA Ha ce0s BCIO
CHJIy 3TOT0 JIeeHsIIero motoka. Ha mBope cTosizo neto, Ho nuiio JIy Fo mobeneno OT CTYXKH.
[Tpoxyaga 3MeHHOH delryu GoJbIlle He Ka3aaach MPUSITHHIM H30aBIeHHEM OT 3HOSI — 3TOT XOJIOf
00XKWTas, ¥ Jaxe KPernkKoe 300POBbE IOHOIIH ITaCOBAJIO MePeN TaKOH CTYKeH.

[TanbIsl pyK ¥ HOT OHeMenu. He BhIlep:KaB, OH MOMBITAICS OCTOPOXKHO IIOBEPHYTHCS, HO TYT XKe
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK B MaKyIIKy YTKHYJIOCh YTO-TO XOJIOOHOE U TJIafiKOe.

XKécTkas, genryiigyatas Mopaa MATKO IIOTEPJIAch O ero BOJIOCH. Jly {0 IpUIOAHSAT TONI0BY U
BCTPETUJICA B3TJIAIOM C SHTapHBEIMU IJla3aMu.

EMy noka3asnoch, UM Koo4dasi CTyKa B 3TOM B3TJISIZiE NEHCTBUTEILHO YCTYIINIa MECTO MATKOMY
Terny? fAHTapHEIM cBeT noTemen. JIy o CHoBa TUXO IO3Ba:

— Cs10 Xo11?

Kormeiia ocrma6mu. VICIIONMHECKOE TeJ0 IPHILIO B IBUXKEHUE, YelTyidaTas OPOHs CKONTb3HYJIa B
CTOPOHY, YHOCS C cO00¥ NTeleHsIIIuH X0I0M. B To ke MrHOBeHUe Ha Tanmuio JIy o nernu Témnke
yeJIoBeYeCcKue JIafoHH.

9TH 00BSATUS BCE €ll€ 0CTaBaIUCh IPOXJIAAHBIMHU, HO T10 CPABHEHUIO C IPEXHUM JIEIHUKOM Ka3aJluCh
VCTAHHBIM CllaceHueM. [Ipsiau IIeTKOBUCTHX YEPHBIX BOJIOC PaCCHIIaNUCh 1o mee JIy o, mekoda
K0Ky. OH CIIBIIIIAT POBHBIH, TTTYX0HM CTYK CEPJLA B UyXKou rpynu. [IpUIOmHSB roJIoBY, IOHOIIA YBUET,
yT0 1103 UKyHnHb IPUKPHLT T'71a3a, @ OH CaM eflBa 3aMEeTHO ITOfIparuBajl PeCHUI[AMH.

OT0 geicTBUTENbHO ObUT OH. OH ¢ 001er4eHreM BhIJOXHYT — [IOCJIeJHIE COMHEHUS PACCESNIUCS,
YCTYIIUB MECTO UCKPEHHEN TPEBOTE.

11103 YKyuHb BBHITJISAAE] U3MYUYEHHBIM. YTO Ke C HUM CTPSCIIOCH?

Becrnoko#CcTBO TPHI3I0 U3HYTPH, HO MyXKYKMHA HE IIIeBEJTUICS, KPEeIIKO IIPUXUMas ero K cebe.
[TonexkaB Tak HeMHOTO, JIy 0 pewun Bo 4To ObI TO HYU CTasI0 IOOHATHCS. HO CTOUITIO eMy IIeBEeIbHY T
HOT0¥, KaK CBEPXY HaBa/IMJIach TSKEIasl Mperpaga — MaCCHUBHBIM 3MEUHBIM XBOCT, KOTOPHIX 11103
YKyUHb TaK U He BEPHYJI B YeJIoBeYeCKoe 00IuYLe.



OOBATHS Ha TAIUHU CTaau Kpemnye. 11109 YKynHb HeTOBOJIBHO HAXMYPUJIICS ¥, YTKHYBIIUCE JINIIOM B
u3rub mewn JIy fo, rmyxo mpoGopMoTant:

— He gBuraiics.

Jly fo mocnymHo 3amep. Ero nagoHu u CTYIIHE OKOYEHENH, X0JI0f BCE elle He BEIBEeTPUIICS U3 Tena,
HO OH 0O0SJICSI, YTO JIUIIHEe ABUXKEHUe yCcyryout coctosuue 1103 Yxyuns. 13 3a00Th OH JiexkKas
CMUPHO, XOTS KOHEYHOCTH OYKBaJIbHO JIOMUJIO OT XOJIOfA.

CrycTs MTHOBEHHE OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK C €r0 HOT aKKYpPaTHO CHSIJIU 00YBb M HOCKU — OHU
OeCIIyMHO B3MBUIM B BO3[YX U OIYCTUJIMCH Ha T0JI. 3aTeM 3MEeUHEIN XBOCT OepekHO 00XBaTUI €r0
03s10111Me CTYITHY ¥ IPUXKaJl K Y4eMY-TO OYeHb TEIIOMY.

— Bceé emé Mép3Hens? — Tuxo cupocun L[io3 YKyuHs.

He goxwupmasick oTBeTa, oH 6epezkHO moBepHYN JIy fo K cebe, puXKaj ero OHeMeBIINE JTafloHu K
CBO€M I'PyOu U 3arjsHy B ria3a.

Temnmo MeaIeHHO BO3BpAIanoch K Temny. JIy fo, olIenoMIEHHbIN 3TOM HEeOXKUOAaHHON HEXKHOCTHIO,
CIIPOCHIL:

— OtKyna y Te0s CTONIBKO Temnma?

[Tr03 YKynHb MOJT4Ya II0KayaJsl FO0JI0BOM U CO B3J0OXOM MOSICHUIT:

— 310 OaHbTAHB. Crout MHe COCPedoTO4YHUTh B HEM OYXOBHYIO CHUJIY, KaK OH TYT 2K€ HarpeBaeTCs.

«JlaHBTSIHB? ITO Ke€... HU3 XKHUBOTa!»

Hy do BCIIBIXHYIT OT CMYIIE€HUS U IIOIIBITAJICA BLICB06OJII/ITBC${:

— Hokak g MOT'y IepzXKaThk TaM HOT'H...

1109 YxynHb 00BIYHO [TOAPAa3HUBA €T0, HO HUKOITa He 3aX0OuI Tak faneko. ITokonebasmucs, Jly
o TMX0 IPOU3HEC:

— THI ceromus caM He CBOH.

CobecemHUK UL CJIeTKa PUIONHST OPOBb, 0€3MOJIBHO TPU3LIBAs IPOAOIKATH.



— OOBIYHO THI TAK Ce0s He BeIEIIb.

«Heyxkenu s KaXych eMy TaKUM XOJIOMHBIM?» — yibiOKa 11109 YxkyuHst Ha Mur yBsina. OH U caMm
3agyMarcs Haf 9TUM. Benukuil ¥ ropabiil IOBENIUTENb IEMOHOB, KOTOPHIH 1 OPOBLIO OB He IOBET,
3aMep3HU Iepef HUM HaCMepTh /110001 CMEPTHBHIH, ceriyac 3a00TIMBO OTOrPEBa YeJI0BEKY PYKHU U
Horu. Ha Hero 9To OBIIIO COBEPIIEHHO He IOX0XKeE.

[Toxa oH pa3MbIsi, JIy o npeanpuHsi 04epeaHyo MOMbITKY BEICBOOOAUTHCS U3 O0BSATHIM.

— Hy kxyna 18I onsaTh? — 1103 UXKyuHb IEPEXBATHUII €T0 JIal0Hh U HETPOMKO PaCCMESJICS, OXKUAast
nogo0HOT0 CONPOTHUBIEeHUsI. — Ecnu HOraM TaM He MeCTO, TO II0YEMY TBOU PYKHU JIeXKaT 3[eCh?

Jly flo onyctun B3rnsan. Ero nafgoHu OelCTBUTENBHO YIIUPAIUCh IPSIMO B IIKUPOKYIO rpyab Loa
YKyuHSA — TO-TO KOXKa 107 ITajbllaMy Ka3ajlach TaKOM HEIIPUBHIYHO TOpSUel.

Hewmuoro CMYTHUBIINCH, OH OTBEJI T71a3a ¥ HauBHO CIIPOCHII:

— W 31ech TH TOXKE... KOHIOEHTPHUPYEIb TEIIJIO CHUJIOH MBICTIH?

Ckompko 05l 11103 YKyuHB HU 00IIIAICS C 3TUM IOHOIIEH, OH HUKAK He MOT IIPUBLIKHYTH K €T0
IIOPa3UTENIbHOM IIPOCTOTE U BHE3AITHEIM ITIOBOPOTAM MEIC/IH. BriepkKaB may3y, OH 00pe4eHHO
BBITOXHYI:

— Ecnu Te6e Tak mpoite... oyMa# Tak.

Horu Jly flo no-npexHeMy CTHCKUBAJ TSXKENHIN XBOCT. [I0HAB, 4YTO CONpPOTHUBIEHNE OEeCI0NIe3HO, OH
B3[I0XHYJI ¥ paccIabuics.

— Taxk uTo0 ¢ To60oH cTpsicnock? Tebe HE3TOPOBUTCS?

L1103 YKyuHb, Hacnaxkgasch TEIJIOM €ro TeJla, JIEHWBO CKOIb3HYJI B3TJISIAOM IT0 ero nuiy. JIy do
IoparuBaj PeCHUIIAMH, 3aCTaBUB Cepfille JeMOHa Ha MUT 3aMepeTh OT HEeIIOHSITHOI'O TPeIeTa.
OTBOpauyMBasiCh, OH HEOPEIKHO OPOCHUIT:

— O6wryHast MuHbKA. HU4ero cepbE€3HOTO.

IIpocTo mociie CMeHb KOXKHU OH BCEra YyBCTBOBAJI JIETKOe HeJOMOTaHue U 3510KOCTb — 3TO
IIPOXOMMITIO CaMOo CO0O¥ 3a Iapy 4acoB, TaK YTO OECIIOKOUTHCS MEeHCTBUTEILHO HEe CTOMIIO.

Ho ctouno Jly do ycnelmaTth 3T CJI0Ba, KaK ero ria3a MrTHOBeHHO 3abnectenu. OH pe3Ko
IPUIIOOHSATICS, YIUPAsCh pyKaMu B rpynb 1103 UxyuHs:



— JIunabka?! Tel cOPOCUTT KOXKY?!

11103 YKyuHb YOUBIIEHHO B3TJISHYJ HA HETO CHU3Y BBEPX U C YJIBIOKON IIPUILYPUIICS:

— C yero BOPYT Takou BoCcTOPr? Heyxkenu Tak CUIBHO 3a MEHS ITepPeXUBaeIhb?

B pyue moBenuTesnis 4eMOHOB LIEBEIbHYIIOCh IPUATHOE Telsio. Ho B cnenyroinyio cekyHay Jly fo,
Cuss OT IPe[BKYILIEHUs, BEIAN:

— W roe ke oHa?! Ecnu mpopaTh €€ TeKapsM, MBI BLIPDYYUM IIEJI0€ COCTOSIHUE!

«IIlyTKa 1 — KoXa TaKoro OrpOMHOT0 3Mes, [a elllé U HeIpocToro, a BomneodHoro! Hacrosimee
cokposuine! Ham Gonbilie He mpuneTcs mepebuBaTthes ¢ Xjaeba Ha Bogy!»

Jly fo yXe yBe4€HHO MOACYUTEIBAJ B yMe OyAyIIyio NpuObUIh U IPUKUILIBAJ, KaKie CEMeHa KyIUTh
Ha BLIpyYeHHBIE MOHETH. OH COBepIIeHHO He 3aMeTHUJI, KaK 3aMOoJIdall ero CIIyTHUK. JIMIb 3aTHYB
TIOCTIEIHUY T1ajiell, OH CIIOXBATUJICS U C HEeIOYMeHHeM CIIPOCHUIT:

— i, IOYEeMY ThHI MOJTYHULIB?

L1305 YKyuHb BCETO NHUIIb XOTEJT MUPHO MOCIIATh PSINOM C HUM, YTOORI HE[IOMOTaHKe II0CNe THHbKU
yIIETI0Ch CaMo COBO.

KTo ke 3HaJ1, 4To 3a00Ta 9TOr0 MaJIbUYMIIKH UCIAPUTCS TOCTIe IePBOH XKe (Ppaskl, a BCe ero MBICIH
3aiiMET cOporeHHas Koxka? ToIbKo 0 leHbrax u fyMaer!

Vnei6ka MeJIeHHO CII0JI3/1a C JIUlla IIOBEeIUTeNs eMOHOB. Ho, I/ias Ha 9T0 HEBUHHOE, CUSIOIEee
JINIIO0, OH He Halen B cefe CUJI pa3031MUThCs No-HacTosmeMy. OH mpocTo yxBaTun JIy fo 3a nneuy,
noBainJl 00paTHO Ha CBOIO TPYHb U KPEIKO 3aXKasl B 00bATUSX.

— 4 o4eHb HEIOBOJIEH, — 6ypKHy_TI OH, YTBEIKAsiCb HOCOM B €TI0 MAKYIIIKy. — Con.
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