[TepBhie oBE CTPOYKM B TOYHOCTH ITOBTOPSIJIN IMPEXKHUE, PAa3HUINCE IHIIb mocnequue. HOu [llaonun
CMYTHO [OTabIBaJICS: HAYaJio OMUCHIBAJIO €r0 CYTh, @ BOT PuHaI mpeaBeman camy cyns0y. Ho ecnu B
TIEPBBIX ITPOPOUYECKUX CJI0OBaX TOBOPUJIOCH O HEOIJITaTHOM KapMHU4YeCKOM foJire U 6e30pekHOM Mope
CTpafiaHu#, TO BTOpPhIE YTBEPKOAIH: BCE CBSI3KM Pa30pPBaHbl, COMHEBATLCS GOJbIe He B 4eM. [1omHas
ITPOTHUBOIIOIOXKHOCTE. BEIXOIUT, IEepBLIe MpegHa3Havanuch npexueMy i 1103, a BTOprle — eMy
CcaMoMy, HEIHEIITHEMY?

Jlerko cka3aTh «He COMHeBalcs». Pa3Be oH caM BeIOpas 3TOT myTh? Ero Beds cioma 3a0pPOCUIIO CUION
necstoro HebecHOro rpo3oBoro pa3pspal F0ii [llaonuH MBICTIEHHO BOpYal, COOMPasiCh YCTPOUTHCS
noynoOHee, 4YTOOH IIPOIOJIKUTEL Pa3rafgblBaTh TAHY IPOPOYECKHUX CJIOB, KaK BAPYT KTO-TO C pa3bery
YTKHYJICSI €My TIPSIMO B TPYTb.

B3mporuyB 0T HEOXKUOAHHOCTH, OH OIyCTUI B3TJIsA U yBumen JIy [ubao.

— Crapimi O6par...

— Yrto cTpsicnock, A-bBao? [Ipouén cBou mpopoyeckue cioBa Ha Kamue Tpéex Kusnen?

Marslii ITpoMOJI4all. [Toxoxe, IIpopo4decKue CJIoBa O C0OCTBEHHOM CY}IB@G HU3PAOHO €TI0 ITIOOKOCHUIIH.
OH nuIb Kpemn4ye CxKall 00BSTHS, UIIla 3ALTUTH], CJIOBHO HAIIKOIWBIIHMI peﬁeHOK HOu [[TaonuH TOIBKO
YJ'IBI6HYJ'ICH 1 JIaCKOBO ITOXJIOIIAJI MJIadINIero COy4yeHlKa I10 CIINHE:

— YT0, HE MOHPABUIIOCH HanucaHHoe? [1ycTsaku. Mou MpopoYecKue ClI0Ba ToXKe HajeKo He caxap.
Crmaércs MHe, 9TOT KaMeHb B0ooO111e HUKOTo He OGanyeT mobpbiM ci1oBoM. Tak, 3a6aBa Ha OOUH pa3, He
npuHUMay 671M3K0 K cepauy. a u ecnu cinyuutcs 6ega — He poOelt, ctapimuii 6paT co BceM
pazbepércs.

OH TOBOPHII JIETKO ¥ HEIPUHYXKAEHHO, HO KOT{]a 00ORIYHO HEYTOMOHHEIN A-Bao Tak u He MOTHST
TOJIOBHI, TPOOJIZKAs YTHIKATHCS eMy B 1iedo, FOit IllaonuH 3amomo3puil HeJlagHoe. Briismesiuch B
JIUIIO0 I0HOIHM, OH o6omtesn. JIy Tubao Owi OGrieieH KaK CMepPTh, I'yOBl ITIOCUHENH, a JI00 MTOKPHIICS
KPYIHEIMH KaIlJIIMK XOJIOOHOT'O TI0Ta. Ka3anock, OH BOT-BOT JIUIIUTCS YyBCTB.

He Ha myTky nepenyrasuuch, i [IlaonuH MOCIeIHO CXBaTUI €ro 3a 3amnsacThe. [1ynsc A-Bao Ouncs
JILXOPaf04HO.

— A-Bao, uto c Tobo#? I'me 601uT?

— He 3nato, cTapmuit 6pat... MHe Tak Xymo... — efiBa CIBIIHO npoientan JIy ubao. Emy
e’ CTBUTEILHO OBLIO OYEHD IIJI0XO0: OH eflBa fAepxKaJjics Ha Horax, HaBanuBuIuCh Ha [[laonuHs BceM
TEJIOM.

FO# IllaonuH mpuxkan ero Kk cefe, HaMepeBasich IIy0xKe UCCIEN0BaTh KaHAJbI I[U, KaK BOPYT TEIIOe
OBIXaHKE KOCHYJIOCH €To Iner. Bo3me caMoro yxa pasfancs BKpaguUBBIY MIETIOT:



— Bpart, 4To 3meCch MPOUCXOAUT?

Iz ®aHb BHIPOC PSIOOM CIIOBHO H3-11of 3eM. OH IPUCTAIbHO, He MUTAsl CMOTPENI Ha HUX JBOUX
JIEOSIHBIM B3TJISILOM.

HO# [lTaonuH Ha MrHOBeHHUe 3aMemIkascs, a Llu ®aub yxe ckimouuncs Hap JIy [Tubao. I'omoc ero
3ByYaJl IPUBBIYHO KPOTKO U IMOUYTUTEJILHO:

— YTO0 CIYYUNOCh C MOJIOOBIM TOCIIOTUHOM JIy?

MeicieHHO 06pyraB cebs 3a U3NMUIIHION MHUTENbHOCTS, FOu [1TaonuH CHOBa COCPENOTOYUIICS Ha
MJIafillIeM COy4YeHUKe:

— Cam He 3Halo, BHe3anHo 3aHeMor. A-bao, OEPXKUCH 3a MEHS, €CJIIK COBCEM HEBMOT'OTY...

IoroBopuTh OH He ycrein. [lu ®aHb pe3ko pBaHyn ero Ha ce6s. OT 3TOro MPUKOCHOBEHUS JIalOHU
o0pao KapoM, CJIIOBHO CTEIHHIM II0KapoM. [lepef rina3amMu BCE MOIJILIIO, U B TOJIE 3PEHUS 0Ka3aJics
JIUITH TOYEHBIN TPOQUIH IOHOIIN.

— Bpart, 6eperucs, 3mech 4To-TO He Tak, — mpourenTtan Ly ®ane npsamo Ha yxo. OH OyaTo HeB3HAYal
KOCHYJICSI rTy0aMy MOYKH yXa, a ropsiuee OrixaHue 3actaBuiio [1laomuHsS B3OPOTHYTh.

IOt IllaonuHIo cTasnmo He 1o cefe. OH NOMBITANICS OTCTPAHUTHCS, HO He YCIIEeN U CJI0Ba BEIMOJIBUTS,
Kak Iy ®aHb MEPTBOM XBATKOM IIpUKAJl €r0 K 3eMJIe:

— Croti!..

B ronose Ou [llaonuHs CIOBHO pa30pBajiCad CHaps[, HAUUCTO CTEPEB BCE MBICIIHU.

Ockonku YYyZXKHUX Xa0TAUYHBIX BOCIIOMMHAHUH, IEePeXUnTEIX Ha HYTI/I HEeBO3BPaATa, BHOBb HAXJILIHYIINA
COKp}/'HII/ITeTIBHOI;I JIaBUHOM. HpepBIBI/ICTOG ObIXaHHE, 06}KI/IFaIOH.[PIfI XKap Tell, CIIJIETEHHEIE IIaJIbIHI...

B 3TOM HaBaxmeHUU OH G0JbIlle He OBUT 3allePT B OYLIHBIX TPAHUIIAX IIETKOBHIX IIPOCThIHEN. OH GBI
cBOOOMEH, a TOTOMY SIPOCTHO COIIPOTHUBIISIICS — HO HEBEOMBIM My4HTElb JIUIIb IPybee XBaTall ero
3a BOJIOCHI, 3aCTaBJISAS 3AIIPOKUHYTh TOJIOBY. KTO-TO mpuKKUMaJIcs K ero iee. [[bkIxaHue 00KUTaIo
KOKY, HO TTaJIbITEl OCTABAJIUCH JIEASTHBIMH.

B TouyHOCTH Kak cenuac.

FOi#t IllaonuH yxkacHysncs. CIOBHO OT yKyca SIHOBUTOM rafiloKu, y HET0 AbI00M BCTaId BOJIOCH Ha
3aTeUIKe. Pe3kas, mapanusymomas Ipoxb Ipobexana oT 6Emep o JI0IAaTOK, a Cepalle 3alleMuo,



TOYHO €r0 3aXJIeCTHYIJIa JIedsiHada BOJIHA.

— bpar... — no3san llu ®aHb.

Ho laonuu YXKe He CIIyaiall. HOBI/IHYFICB XKHNBOMY HHCTHUHKTY, OH BCKUHYIJI PYKY, 2K€JIE3HBIM 3aXBAaTOM
IIepexBaTHUJI T'OPJIO IOHOIIX WU HAOTMaAIIlb HIBEIPHYII €0 Ha JIOIIATKH. [IBUKEeHMeE BEIIIIO
CTPEMUTEJIbHEIM U 0e3KaTI0CTHERIM.

EnBa teno Ilu ®ausg KOCHYIOCh 3eMJTH, KaK Haj caMbiM yxoM IIIaonuHs ¢ BOeM IIPOHECCS SPOCTHHIM
TIOpPBIB pexyiero Betpa. He cBamun 6wl ero Llu ®aHb ceKyHIOM paHee, 3TOT CMEPTOHOCHBIH yaap
IPUILETICS OBl TOUHO B IIeJIb U CHEC OBl €My ITOJITOJIOBHI.

Tonpko Teneps po 0i [Maonuns pouuio, 3adeM Ly ®aHb TONKHYI €T0.

CaMm Xe crtacuTeslb Jlexas 0e3 CO3HaAHUS — yaap 0 KaMeHHBIN 10/ BRIOWI u3 Hero ayx. Jlumo 1u
®ans ocyHy0oCh ¥ 100EJIeN0, @ Y BHEITHUX YT'OJIKOB T'Jla3 OT HEeCTEPIUMOM 00U IPOCTYIIKIIA TOHKAS
IIyHI[0Bas KpacHOTa.

FO# ITaonuH 3aCTHUI B HEJIOBKOM MOJITYAHUH.

EMy cTano coBecTHO 3a CBOIO Ipy00OCTh, HO pacKauBaThCs OBLIO HEKOrza. Bo3oyx BOKpyr
CTPEMUTENIFHO 3aTall/IuBaja IejieHa TEMHOM CKBEPHHL. [IpOCTPAHCTBO CJIOBHO OIETIEHEIO0: HU II0poXa
TPaBBl, HU IYHOBEHUS BETpA — JIUIIbL MEPTBOE G€3MOJIBUE.

Hampsiras 3peHue, oH HaxMypucsi. CTOUIO eMy BCTaTh B 000POHUTENIBHYIO CTOMKY, KaK U3 IIYCTOTHI
XJIBIHYJIa KOHLIEHTPUPOBaHHAas KaxXfa KPOBY.

Pearupys Ha onepexenue, HOu [llaonuH mogxBaTusl 060UX IOHOIIEH IO MBIIITKY, Pa3BEPHYJICS
CIIMHOM K BEKTOPY aTaK{ U 3aKPhUT UX CO00M, TOYHO LTUTOM.

Ynap HpI/IH.IéJ'ICH TOYHO B Iieb. [leMOHnYecKas CKBEPHa C r'POXOTOM CTOJIKHYIIACh C 6apbep0M ero
COOCTBEHHOH JIYXOBHOﬁ OQHEPIHuun. Cubl 0Ka3alauch PaBHEL, OOTHAKO HEBUUMOT'O HallaJaBIIET 0
OIIyTUMO TPAXHYIIO OTHa4yel, 3aCTaBUB OTCTYIIUTE Ha HECKOJIBKO ITIaros.

01 [ITaonmuH He cTaml TEePATH HU MITHOBEHU. Cxumas 6eC‘-Iy'BCTBeHHBIe TeJla IIOOIIE€YHEIX, OH
MOIIMHBIM TOJIYKOM IIPBITHYJI Ha3a/[, Pa3PbiBad OJUCTAHIHUIO.

OrnsgHyBLIMCDH, OH TakK U 3aMep. IIpocTpancTBo nepen Kamuem Tpéx 2KuzHel yTomano B Kiy0ax
yépHoro TymaHa. CJIIOBHO COTKAaBIIKMCh U3 BO3MyXa, TaM CTOSJIM ECATKU JEeMOHOB BO T'JIaBe C
KPaCHOBOJIOCHIM MYKYKWHOM, Yb€ JIUIIO UCKazKajla XHITHAS YXMBIIKa. A pacrnopsaputens Yxkoy U yxe
CTOSIJI Iepef 3TUM 4UyKakKOM Ha KOJIeHSX.



— TBo¥ BepHBIHA CTyra MPUBETCTBYET Brafbiky, — 671aroroBefHO MPOU3HEC IIpefaTelb.

Brapmpika IeMOHOB U3[eBaTENILCKU yCMeXHY Icsa. OH JIEHUBO IIPOTSIHYJI PYKY ¥ KOCHYJICS J106a
IpefaTesis OCTPHIM, JIUHHEIM KOrTeM. CMepTOHOCHAas TEMHAs CTPyHKa CKOJIb3HYJIA 07 KOXYy YXKO0y
WM. ToT comporuysncs OT HeCTePIUMOM MyKH, HO He U3[ajl HU 3BYKa, JIUIIH KPEeIIKO CTACHYN 3yOnl. Ha
ero 10y, HanuBasiChb 0arpOBEIM CBETOM, IpOCTynuia [leyaTh EMOHUYECKOI O IIJIOAA.

— 3T0... Knerimo paba neMoHoB, — npoxputen JIy [Iubao. OH Bucen Ha nnede IllaonuHs MoTyKUBOH,
HO BCE PaBHO YIIPSIMO IILITAJICS JaBaTh MOsSICHEHHUS. [TofoOHas MpefaHHOCTh ey 3acilykKuBaia
BCSTYECKUX ITOXBAJI.

Bort Tonpko KO IlTaonuHio cefiyac OBITIO He 10 IMIyTOK. YBaxKaeMbIl pacrnopsigutens Yxkoy U,
YyeJI0BeK, Ka3aJoCh Obl, TalEéKWi OT MUPCKOM I'PSI3H, MOOPOBOJILHO 3a/iealiCsl IeMOHUYECKOH
umerkon?! Yro 3a abcypn? Mexny TeM, ONYYUB KJIeMO, IpefaTeb CIIOBHO HATUJICS HOBOW CUJION
— ero ObIXaHWe BHIPOBHSJIOCH, @ B3TJISAM 3aropescs ¢paHaTuYHbIM 611eckoM. OH HU3KO CKJIOHUIICS
mmepeqn CBOMM HOBBHIM IOCIIOAMHOM. Bragbika IEMOHOB, TEHMBO HAaKpy4yHBas Ha Maslel] anylo Ipsaab Yy
BHCKQa, BLICOKOMEPHO OPOCHIT:

— Pa3 yX THI Tak pBEIILCS J0Ka3aTh BEPHOCTH L[apCTBY JeMOHOB, ITOKaXKH CBOIO ITPENaHHOCTh Ha
mene. 3aueM 5 gBUICS, TeOe U caMOMy IIPeKpPacHO U3BeCTHO. — OH HeOpekHO yKa3all KOI'TeM B
cropony lOii [IlaonuHs 1 ero CIyTHUKOB. — Pa3bepuch C 3TUMU COIIMBHIMU NTpaBefHUKaMu. [ToMHU:
OHU HYXKHEI MHe XUBBIMU. HO 1I0Ka B HUX TEIVIUTCS XOTh KAl XKU3HU, MOXKeIllb JIOMaTb UM KOCTU U
KaJIeUYNUTh KaK B3TyMaeTCs.

— Bymet ucnonaeHo, — Yoy Y MOKOPHO CKJIOHHII T0JIOBY. Kor{a ke OH BHIIPSIMHJICS U IIOCMOTPEII
Ha Geryeros, B €ro ria3ax MPOMeNbKHYIIa TPUTOPHAS KaJlOCTh:

— CoBeTty1o BaM cHaThbcsi foOpoM. COepexkETe CUIE U N30eKUTE JTUITHUX MyUeHUH.

— Paszbexarcs! — orpe3nyncs H0it [llaonuy, maxe He AyMast MOOYUHSTHCS.

[IpenaTens IUIIEL B3MOXHYI:

— 4 xorten u36aBUTh BaC OT CTPagaHuUM, YTOOBI BBl YIIIJIA THXO U 6e3pornoTHO. Ho, BUAHO, TaKOBa BOJIS
Hebec.

«YT0 3a Open oH HECET?!» — pa3mpaxkeHHO moayMan [llaonuH, yBopayKMBasCh OT 0YEPEOHOTO BhHITIAfa.
CTpaHHO: OHU YCTPOUIM TaKou IyM, HO E 1[3103 1 ocTaibHbIE aflelThH faXKe YXOM He IIOBEeJI.
IToxoxe, Kamenb Tpéx 2KusHei BO3OBUT HEBUIUMEINA Oaphep, IMOTHOCTEHIO 0TPE3aB UX OT PealbHOCTH
1 3a0710KMPOBaB JTI00ble 3BYKU U BUXKEHUS U3BHE.

IeMOHEI yKe OKpykKasnu ux, a 00e3ymeniuuit Yxxoy M Hacenan ¢ HeocmabeBaoIed SpOCTHIO.
OKa3aBIIHUCh CO CBSI3aHHLIMM PyKaMu — OyKBaJIbHO U ¢urypanbio, — HO# [llaonuH emBa ycresan



YKIIOHATBCH. [TonoxkeHne CTAHOBUIIOCE OTYASHHEIM.

— [IpoknAThe, HY U MOpPOKa! — MpOpPHIYAJl OH ¥ CKOCHUJI I'JIa3a Ha BUCSIIEro Mmof MeIKo# JIy ubao.
— A-Bao, 3axmMu yum. [IpugéTcs pucKHYTE.

TOT mocCnyIIHO, XOTh ¥ HEIOYMEHHO, 3axKaJ JafnoHsamu yiu. FOu IllaonuH riny6oKo BOOXHYI, HamyBas
TPYOb, ¥ PABKHYII TaK, YTO 3aJI0KKUII0 OapabaHHbEIe TEePEeIOHKH:

— A Hy o4HUTECS, ONIyXHu!

OTOT KPUK, IOOKPEIIEHHBIN MOLUTHEUIITUM HUMITYIbCOM TYXOBHOM 3Hepruu, mpobur moboi 6aprep. E
113103 1 ero /oau B3OPOTHYJIM, MTHOBEHHO BhINTafiasd U3 TpaHca. He ycrmenu oHu cooOpa3uTs, Iae
HaXO[ATCS, KaK Ha HUX JIaBUHOU XJIBIHYNIU TOpoxkaeHus ThbMbL. Ho E 113105 He 3psg HOCUTI 3BaHUE
MOJIOZOTO TJIaBhl CeKThl Cui3ssHb. CpearupoBaj OH MOJIHUEHOCHO: er0 Me4 CO CBUCTOM IIOKUHYII
HOXKHBI, ¥ IPOCTHAs BOJIHA 30JI0THUCTOTO IIJITaMeHU B MIHOBEHME OKa HCIemeniia 6IuKanImmx
TBapeu.

— Kaxkoro uépra 3mech TBOPUTCSA?! — B3peBeJI MOJIOOM I'JlaBa CEKTHI, SPOCTHO 3BIPKHYB Ha HOu
[MTaonuus, 6yOTO UMEHHO TOT IIPUBEIN 3a CO00M OpAYy YyHOOBUIL.

[ITaonyH UL MBICJIEHHO BHIPYTaJCsS Ha TaKylo HECIIPaBeIIUBOCTh, IIOHUMas, YTO celiyac He BpeMs
O TIpepeKaHuu.

— Yxkoy U npepan Hac u mpucsaruyn tBapsM! Ha Hac Hamamu! Monomoi riaBa, KaKOBH OyIyT
IpUKa3aHusA? — KPUKHYJI OH Ha Oery. B 3TOT MoMeHT KoroTh UYxkoy M efBa He 3alleluI ero IjIeyo.
[IBOe paHeHHBIX Ha PyKaX CBSI3HIBA/IM €r0 110 pyKaM M HOTaM, He IT03BOJISAS BCTYIUTh B IIOJTHOLIEHHBIN
6o1i.

Bupouewm, E 113103 GricTpO coBnapan ¢ aMonusiMu. O0e3riaBuB 0YepeqHOT0 Bpara, OH 36I9YHO
CKOMaH[0BaJl paCTePSIBIINMCS afieliTaM:

— BcemM pgepxath cTpoii! ITpobuBaemMcs OpyT K Apyry!

C sTUMHU CIIOBaMHu OH PUHYIICA B CaMyIO T'yIIIy CXBAaTKH, C€d CMEPTH U IIPpEeBPalliasd 1€MOHOB B
KPOBaBO€ MECHBO.

FOi#t IllaonuH 1eneHanpaBieHHo mpobuBancs K HeMy. OG0POHSISICh ¥ OTCTYTas MOJ HAaTUCKOM
IIPEBOCXOMSIINX CHJT IPOTUBHUKA, YIIeJIeBIlIe MPAKTUKH BCKOpe 00pa30Basiy eIUHOEe KOJIbIIO 3aIUTHI
BOKpPYT Kamus Tpéex 2Kuznei.

— Kak Tebe ymanoch BEIPBATHCS U3 UITIO3UK? — KPUKHYN E 113109, 0TOMBast ouepeqHOM BRITIA].



— OHu noMornu, — He MOPTHYB Iy1a3oM coBpan F0# [laonuH, MOTHYB IojIoBOX Ha 6e3BOJIBHO
BUCSIINX ¥ HETO NOJ MHIIIKAMU CIIyTHUKOB.

TonbKO TYT MOJIONOM I'JlaBa CEKTH 3aMeTHJI, B KaKOM HeynoOHOM I0I0KeHnH HaxonuTcs [laonuH.
Tot ctuckuBan B pykax Llu ®aus u Jly [ubao, TUIIMBIIKCH BO3MOKHOCTY HOPMAaJIbHO IepXKaTh
opyxue. Oba mapHs BHTIISIAENH Kpalle B rpod KinaayT: A-bao egsa xpuren, a [llu ®aub u BoBce He
[I0faBaJl IPU3HAKOB XKU3HU.

— YTO C HUMHU CTPSICIOCH?

— MrnapieMy cOy4eHUKY BHE3AITHO ITOIJIOXeJI0, e[IBa MOTSIHYJI0 CKBEPHOM, — YKJIOHUJICS OT IIPSIMOT0
orBeTa IllaonuH. IIpu3HaBathcs, 9To Ly ®aHb OTKITIOUMIICS M3-3a €70 COOCTBEHHOTO
COKPYIIUTENbHOr0 OpocKa, OBIJI0O YePTOBCKU HEJI0BKO. — Moriopo rinaBa E, momco6u! Bo3sMu ogHOTO
Ha ce0s, “Ha4Ye HaM BCeM KpHIIIKa.

IelcTBUTEIBHO, OBITh XKUBHIM IIIUTOM MJIST JBOMX — COMHUTENTbHOE YI0BOJILCTBUE B pa3rap OoiHu. E
113103 He cTaj TPaTUTh BpeMs Ha CIIOPHl ¥ PEIIUTENTbHO IIPOTSIHYI PYKU, HaMepeBasiCh 3abpaTth
6ecuyscTBeHHoro [u ®ans. Ho FOii [llaonuH mposiBUNI HEOXKUAAHHYIO MIPHITh: TOBKUM OBUKEHHUEM OH
BIIUXHYJ B 00BSATHUS MOJIOHOTO TJIaBH IepenyranHoro Jly Jubao.

— Mnapmmi COy4YeHUK B TBOEM ITIOJTHOM PaCIIOPsixKeHUH, 6eperu ero! — HamyTCTBOBAJI OH
OHEMEBIIIETO OT TAKOX HATJIOCTH IIpaBeIHUKA.

E 113103 nuiih MoJjT4a OKPYTIUII T/a3a.

Cam Jly [Iu6ao ToKe HMKaAK He 0XKHKOAJ OT cTapIiero 6para nogo06HoOro npenarenbcTBa. OH
olapaiieHHo ycraBuics Ha [lTaonuHs, u 6e3 Toro 6egHOE U0 MTapHS CTaI0 COBCEM IIPO3PadyHBIM.
B ero ocTekneHeBIeM B3IJIse TaK U YUTAJICST HEeMOU BOmpoc: «CTapiuii OpaT, Thl TOYHO HUYET0 He
mepenyTan?!»
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