— Y-uyT0 HaM gesaThb!?

— He 3Haro.

— H-HO‘-IGMY 3TO0 BOOOIIE CIIy4HnJIOCh HMEHHO C HaMmu!?

— He 3Har0.

— K-Kak MBI JOJTXKHBI BHIUTPATh!?

— Jla s CAMA HE 3HARO! — MepgpayTa ¢ TakKOM CUJIOW yAapuiia KyJIakKOM II0 CTOJIy, YTO TOT TPECHYII
nornojaM. B3aMeTHynuCh MIENKY, a TOJIOBUHKY C TPOXOTOM PYXHYJIH Ha IOJ.

— ...Yepr. [Ipoctu, BuBuas.

— H-uuuero! Bcé B mopsigke! { Kymmio Ipyrou, axaxa...

— Ieno He B 3TOM. IIpocTH, 4TO Ha TeOs Hakpuyasna. He momxHa Oblia.

BuBuaH mapy CeKyH[ IIPUCTAIbHO CMOTpENIA Ha He€, 3aTeM MSTKO YIHIOHYTach:

— Mt 00e ceityac Ha HepBax, BepHO? f cMOoTpesa U3 OKHa, 3Haellb. YyTh He ymana B 00MOPOK, KOrfa
yBU[IeNa, KaK IpUHIlecca fana Tebe MOIMEYNHY.

— ... mpocTo... HeHaBUXKY 3T0, BuBuaH. MHI Tak faneko 3abpaiuch, U Teneps... Teneps MeHs
3aCTaBAT HAPYILIUTh KIATBY, XOTH ...

— He nepexuBaii, MenpayTa, — BuBuaH omycTuiach Ha KOJIEHU PSIIOM U IIOJI0XKWIIA JTafOHU Ha €€
PYKH, MATKO C3KaB, OyATO IepefaBasi X0Ts Obl KPOIIKY MyKeCcTBa. — MBI HallléM CII0CO0 BHIUTPATh.

Kak Hu xoTenock MempayTe MOBEPUTH 9TUM CJI0BaM, OHAa He MOTJIa II03BOJIUTh cebe yTeuaThCs
JI0KHOM Hafexkmol. MMnepaTopckue OpaT ¢ CeCcTpoit ObIIM B aKafleMUU BCET0 OBa [HS, HO yX&Ke BUepa
IPUHIIECCA TUYHO OPOCHUIa UM BHI30B.

Hukakux mpenynpexaeHnuil, KpoMe TO# caMoy MOUEYUHEI IPU NPUOHITUY, He TIocienoBano. Cama
Ay3/1b OKa3ajlaCh TaKOU XKe BHE3aIlHOu.

Onu ¢ Buuaun BO3BpallalInCh II0CJIe 3aHSATHY 110 KOPHUOOPY, HAIIPABJIAACE K TDEHUPOBOYHOMY 3aJIy —
X0Telin 1'[01'Ip06OBaTB METOOBI, O KOTOPHIX BEIYUTAJIX B dPXUBE.



HecmoTps Ha dyepeny mopaxeHud, o0e ynbibanuch; pa3roBop ObUT IETKUM U BECENBIM. [10 TeX mop,
TI0Ka KOPUZAOP He HAIOJIHUJICS TYJIOM IIaroB B JlaTax.

MeppayTa y3Hasla 3BYK Cpa3y: UMIepaTOPCKHe phillapu. X mocriexu CHUSIN YUCTOTOU, PYKOSTH
Meuel ObUIM YKpallleHbl JparoleHHBIMY BCTaBKaMu. JTU pa3yKpallleHHble BOMHBI IIEPETOPOAUIN UM
IyTh U CIIEPeny, U C3a[H.

BuBuaH TpeBOXKHO ITOCMOTpPeNa Ha MefpayTy, UHCTUHKTUBHO BIIETIUBIIKCH e¥l B PyKY. [IpaBas pyka
camoy MepayThl IOYTH aBTOMATUUECKH JIeryia Ha PYKOSTh Meya.

— ...Kakoro uépta? MHe nieBaTh, UTO BH TaM — UMIIEPATOPCKYE PHIIapX UK KTO. Ecnu xoTuTE CO
MHOM pa300paThCcsl — Jaxe He JyMaWTe, — OHA IIPOXKTJIa MX BITJISIAOM, OT KOTOPOT0 OnuKamImii
pHIIapb HEBOJIBHO OTCTYIIHII.

Ho pmarnbie OHM He CABUHYJIUCH HU Ha Inar. HecMOTps Ha MOKa3HY0 BEIYYPHOCTh, UAMOTAMK OHU He
Oy, [la ¥ UMIEPaTOPCKAs CEMbS TOXKeE.

EnvHCTBEHHAS WX IIeJIb — OXPAHSTh BeHIIEHOCHeB. ['TaBHAs MX CUjIa 3aKJ04Yaiach He TOJIbKO B
YMEHUU CPaxKaThCs, HO U B CTOCOOHOCTH MI'HOBEHHO OIIEHMBATh MPOTUBHUKA.

Ins Hux MenpayTa Oblyta 6071ee YeM CepbE3HEIM CONEPHUKOM. I1yCTh OHA ¥ YKUCIIMIIACh MafIeH, 1o
MHCTUHKTY OHU IIOHMMaJIu: B PeXTOBaHUU OHA IIPEBOCXOAUT UX 110 BCeM CTaThsIM. Ho 0gHO KauecTBO
y Heé BCE Xe XpoMaJlo — yMeHHWe 3alluilaTh.

Ecnu OvI OHa ¥ IIpaBa peluiia npopydaThCs Yepes3 CTPOM, HMIIEPATOPCKUE PHIApU He
IIPOMIePKauCh OBl ¥ HECKOJIbKUX MUHYT, JaXKe IIPH TOM, YTO B aKaIeMUH UCIIOIh30BAIKUCH YueOHbIe
knuHKYA. OMHAKO OHM 3HAJH: CHeJIaTh 9TO, IPUKPEIBAst KOT0-TO, OHa He CMOXKeT. M oHa 3Haja 3T0
TOXeE.

OpmHo meno — B OMMHOYKY ITpope3ath cebe myTh yepe3 oTpsin. CoBceM Apyroe — chenaTh TO XKe
camoe, 3alllUIasi TOro, KTO CTOUT 3a CuHOU. U prillapu, 1 caMa MegpayTa IIpeKpacHo MOHUMalIu:
cenyac 3TO el He 1Oof CUTy.

K cuacTbi0, Ipaku He IJIaHUPOBAJIOCS.

Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE CTPOX PaCCTYIIUIICS, IPOIYyCKasl UX FOCI0XKY — IIPUHIIECCY.

JIuno npuHLecck ['BeHUBap MOTEMHENIO, efiBa €€ B3I yaa Ha BuBuaH, u oHa 6e3 mpoMeIeHus
o0bsiBMIIa BOMHY. B conpoBoXeHNY phillapel OHa ITOMOIIa K HUM. BUBMaH TYT Xe CIpsiTanach 3a
criuHOU, a MegpayTa BCTana MeXAy HUMH, He JBUTasCh C MeCTa.

Jaxe ecnu nepen Hell CTOs/Ia caMa IIPUHIIECCa, OHA He co0upasach I03BOJIATh 3allyTUBaTh CBOIO
nenu. IMeHHO el OHa IIpuHecsa KIISITBY.



— ...Bamre MMnepaTopckoe BricouecTBO, MPOITy Bac OTCTYNMUTh. BBl JOCTaBNIsIeTe MOEH Tefu
OUCKOMGOPT.

I[TpuHIlecca IOCMOTPENa Ha Heé€ ¢ BRIpaXkeHueM, B KOTOPOM IIpe3peHue meperneTanoch C 4eM-TO
HEIIOHSITHHIM.

— Jlenu BuBuaH, 51 BEI3LIBAIO BaC Ha IIOEOUHOK.

— M= oTKa3bBaeMcs, — oTpe3ana MenpayTa, He 0TBOAA B3risAna. OHa sICHO MOHUMAJIa, YTO XOOUT
10 Kpalo, HO IT0 KaKOM-TO IpruunHe Obl/la YBEPeHa: MPUHIIecca He CTAHET e€ 3a 3TO KaparTk.

— 4d... aM... B-Bamre Mnepatopckoe BricouecTBo... 4... He... H-He X04y... — BuBuaH OblJla Ha I'PaHu
CTIE3.

[IpuHLecca pa3fpaxkEHHO CxKasa 3yOH.

— IToxoxe, 51 BEIpa3uiach HELOCTATOYHO YETKO, jiefu BuBuaH. 4 6pocaio BEI30B He KaK IIPOCTO JIeTH.
4 6pocaro BEI30B Kak ['BeHrBap ABrycTuH gu Kuppako, MMnepckas npuHilecca ABajialiHa.

VIMeHHO B 9TOM U 3aKJIf04ajach CyTh IPOOJIEMEl — TO, YTO 3arHAJI0 UX B HBIHEIIHUN yroj. UieH
MMIIEPaTOPCKOM CeMbH UMeJl IPaBo Ha opuIMabHbIe BEI30BH, TOKPEINIEHHEE BIACThI0 TPOHA.
[TonyuuBIIMe Takol BEI30B HE UMeJIM IIpaBa 0TKa3aThCsd. Ho 9TOT XKe mpuBuierui Ob1
00010J00CTPHIM: UMIIEPATOPCKUY 0oM 00513aH ObLI IPUHUMATH JII00bIE BHI30BH, 0Opalll€HHEIE K HEMY.

— YcnoBus 6yAyT TakKoOBBEl, — CKa3aja IpuHIlecca. — Ecu mobefia 0oCTaHETCS 3a MHOM, BBl YCTYIIUTE
MHeE CBOIO phIlapb. Eciu mobequTe BHL... UCIIOIHIO I1000€ XKelaHue, lexkallee B Ipefenax MOUX CHUJL.
EcTb Bo3paxkeHus?

Xotst BuBMaH MeuTana 0TKa3aThCsl OT 6051 KaK TaKOBOT'0, OTCTYIaTh OblJI0 HEKyaa. OcTaBaoch
TOJIPKO UITH BIEPEN.

— H-Her, Baue MMnepatopckoe BricouecTso...

— IIpekpacHo. Torga pereHo. BcTpeTuMcst yepes mATh OHEH Ha apeHe. Bcero mobporo, nenu
BusuaH.

I[IpuHIIecCa U3SIIIHO IPUCENia B peBepaHce U Pa3BePHYJIACk, OCTABIISAS MOCIIe Cebsi IPOMBIXAIOIIYO
7aTaM¥ BOJIHY.

Me,upayTa CXKaJla KYJIaKH TaK, YTO HOT'THU BIIMJIMCH B KOXY. OnHa He IMOHKUMAJIA, InmoyemMy IIpuHIEeCcCa
OesaeT 3TO U 4eM OHU C BuBuaun 3aCIIyXKHUJIx HOI[O6H06 BHHMAaHHKeE.



Ona 3Haa TOIbKO OJHO: IIPpOUTPATh OHA HE UMeEJIa IIPaBa.

4 3amuny 3Ty KIsiTBy COOCTBEHHEIMU PYKaMH...

...uero ObI 3TO HU CTOHUJIO.
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