— Hy HY TOrga g OCTaHyChb C BaMH...

Jlo Ko oTBeTHII BCE TeM XK€ MSTKUM, YCHIIISIONUM OUTeIhHOCTh TOHOM:

— Ot aToro He OymeT mpoky. Eciiu MBI ¥ BIIPSIMb ITPU30BEM KOTO-TO HE TOTO, THI O CMEPTH
IepeInyraembcs, a HaM elé u o Tebe 3a60TUThCS IPUAETCS. By YMHUIIEH, UOU B COCEIHIO0
KOMHaTY.

11351 Kaiixky# IIMBEITHYJI HOCOM U IIOTEDP IIOKPACHEBIINe I'la3a — B €T0 JKecTe CKBO3usa o0una,
IIOII0JIaM C TalHBIM 00JIeryeHrueM.
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Houb BCTyIasa B CBOHM IIPaBa, YKYTHIBAs MUP TJIYXOH TEMHOTOMH. [IJIOTHBEIE Ty4M HIETHKOM CKPHIIN
TyHY.

3a OKHOM BHE3aIIHO B3BBIJ BeTepP. Ero CBUCT, 3ayHBIBHBIN U IPOTSKHBIN, HATIOMUHAT PHIAAHUS
IIOTPEBOXKEHHOT 0 IIpHA3paKa.

B opurHaguaTh yacos natbaecaT MUHYT E Cu, JIo K3, 1[3uns [1sH u Ca KO ycenucey BOKpyr
IMChMEHHOTO CToja. [locepenune mexano o0srdyHOe Genoe 6moaie — JIo Ko 3apaHee HaHEC Ha ero
Kpall TOHKYIO YEPHYIO YePTY, 3aMeHSIOIIYIO CTPEJIKY yKa3aTes.

PsimoM BHICTPOHMIIHCH OB Oesible CBEUM ¥ pacyepUeHHBIM Ha aKKypaTHBIE CEKTOpa JIUCT OyMaru.
Kaxnpiii cerMeHT cofiepkasl OYKBBEI JATUHCKOTO ajipaBUTa, @ B CaMOM IIeHTPe KPacoBaJiCcsl YEPHO-
Oemerit cuMBoyl MHB-AH. OH TIIATENTHHO MTOATOTOBUII BECh 9TOT HEXUTPHIM CIUPUTUYECKUN UHBEHTAPbD.

BpemMms nepeBasnuio 3a IMOJTHOYE, CBET B 00IIEXKUTHH OABHO IIOTAC, IIOTPY3UB KOMHATY B
HEIIPOTISOHBIN MpakK.

be3 HeCKOMbKUX MUHYT OBE€HAOUATh OH 3aKEr CBeYw.

TYCKJ'IOG CHHEBaTO€ IIJIaMd 3aTpeleTalno, X0TA B 3aKPhITOM IIOMEIIeHNH He OBLTIO HU €OuHOI 0
CKBO3HSIKa. KOMHaTa HalmoIHUIach 3b16KI/IM, MepTBeHHO-GHeHHHM IMONTYMPaKOM.

qupre TEMHBIX CHUJIYy3Ta PACIIJIaCTAJIUCh II0 CTEHAM, Ka4adACh U BRITATUBASACE B IIPUYYJIUBLIE,
nmyrariImgue (I)I/Il"ypbl, IMOX02KHKE Ha 3aTaUBIINXCA YYOOBHIII.

— ITopa HaYKMHATh, — TUXO IIPOU3HEC OH.

PebsiTa MOCIYIITHO BHITSHYIU PYKU U KOCHYJIMCH YKa3aTeTbHBIMU IaJbIlaMy Kpast IePeBEPHYTOT0



omopaua. OH IIPUKPHII I'lla3d X 3alleIITall:

— Iyx 6mtonna, sBuch. [Iyx 61onia, IpUOU K HaM.

®apdop ocTaBaICs HEIIOOBUKEH.

— Iyx 6monna, mpunu... OctaBb 00uTeNb cMepTH. [yx Giiofla, SBUCE... BoccTaHb U3 TEMHBIX TTTyOUH
3emmu. [Iyx Omiofna, npun... [Ipeomornedt neassHbe BOIE BEUHOTO 3a0BEHUS. .

BHe3amHbIM pe3KUH IOPHEIB BO3yXa MPOHECCS 110 KOMHATE, 3aCTaBUB IJIaMsl CBe4Yel OIlacHO
IIPUTHYTHCS.

E Cu ucnyranno nmokocuscs Ha JIo K3. Bc€ aTo BrITIsigeno cnuikoMm 3moBelne. OKHa U IBEPU
3alepThl Har1yxo0 — OTKy[a 3[0eCh B3AThCS BETPY?

Opnako JIo K3 coxpaHsmn npexHee NeasHOe CIIOKOKMCTBUE.

E Cu omycCTu B3TJISI[ HA CTOJI ¥ TTOX0NIOfeN. [IsiXaHue IepexBaTUIo, a Cepille MPOMyCTHIIO Yaap:
6rome puIIo B ABUXKeHWe. OHO Me[JIeHHO, PBAHO IOTIOJ3JI0 110 GyMare, CKOIb3s OT OfHOM OYKBEI
K OPYyTOi, TO 3aMHUpasi, TO COBepIlas HelpencKa3yeMble CKauKH.

BeTep B KOMHaTe Kpemny4aJl, IPUHOCS C CO00Y MOTUIBHBEIN X010, Mopo3 npobupar A0 caMBIX KOCTEH.
HukTo He cMmer meBeNnbHYThCA. ' paHb MeKAy KOIIMapHEIM CHOM U PealbHOCTBHI0 UCTOHYMUIACh 4O
npepnena. [Tanbifel, npuxatsle K Gapdopy, 3anepeBeHeNu 0T HalpaKeHus; 110 Koxe pobexkasn Mopo3
OT yXaca.

Briopiie mBUTaIoch BCE OBICTPEE, CIOBHO COPBABIIKCH C Lenu. PebsTa, Kpome JIo K9, 3acThuIM B
TIAHUYECKOM CTpaxe.

«MoXKeT, KTO-TO 13 HalllUX IJIYII0 IMIYTUT ¥ TOJIKaeT Oiofiie?»

Ho Benp 9T0 He meTckas 3a0aBa. OHU cobpanuch, 4TOOH Y3HATh IpaBay o rubenu HOit FOHS.
Heyxenu y KOro-To moBepHysach ObI pyKa YCTpauBaTh CeMYac [EIIEBLIA PO3BITPHIII?

Henemnoe momo3peHue yMepsio, efBa yCIeB POOUTHCS.

OT 3TOr0 CTAaHOBUIIOCH JIHUIIIb CTpalllHEEe. Pa3 3To He ITyTKa, 3HA4YUT, K HUM OeHCTBUTEIIBHO SBUIIOCH
HEeYTO IMOTYCTOPOHHEE.

— Tel MyK4YMHa UK KeHIIWHA? — HerpoMKo crpocur JIo Ks.



Brrofile Ka4HyI0Ch U MJIaBHO TIOMOJI3/I0. YEepHas CTpesKa yKasana Ha OyKBHL: «N», «A», «N» —
MyXKYKHA.

— 3HAyuT, TH He TOT NPU3pakK KeHIIUHL U3 3epKana? — 3afall CJIeAyLUY BOIIPOC OH.

OcTanbpHBIE TPO€ 3aTaUuJIM ObIXaHUE.

[Tocyma 3ackonb3uia 1o Oymare, BHIBOAS MO0UePENHO: «B», «U», «S», «H», «I» — HeT.

— KTt0 THI?

Briofite Hayaso BHIIKACHBATH KPYTH, ITI0Ka HAKOHEI] He 3aMepiio Ha OykBax: «L», «U», «F», «E», «I»
— Jly ®@oii!

E Cu mo xpoBu npukycun rydy. EMy Tpe6oBanoch Heue0Be4YeCKoe yCUaue, YToOk IIPOCTO OCTAThLCS
CULIeTh Ha CTyJle U He OPOCUTHCS IPOYb U3 3TOU IPOKISATON KOMHATHL.

— 9to TH yOun l0i FOus? — mpomomxkun mompoc JIo Ka.

ATmocdepa B KOMHATe HaKaJuIach Mo IIpefea.

Ctpenka Me[IeHHO, HO YBEPEHHO yKa3aa Ha OyKBH: «S», «H», «I» — ma.

— 3auem?

Crouno Jlo K» npousHecTy nocienHee CI0BO, Kak Oioflie c10BHO B36ecunock. OHO 3aBEPTENIOCH C
GemeHoM ckopocThio. E Cu mo4yBCTBOBAJ, KakK TpeHUe 00KUraeT MOAYIIeUKY Mablia, HO OTOPBATh
PYKY He II0JIy4ayoch — I1ajel] CJIOBHO IIPUKJIENJICS HaMepTBO, OYATO ero yiepXKuBala HeBUAUMAas
nusBKa.

JIvme ciycTs mapy MUHYT 6e3yMHas IJIsicKa MOyTUXja. YKa3aTelb IMX0PaflouHO IEPTaics MeXaY
OykBamu «S» u «I» — cMepTk.

— Tvl UMeels B BUY, YTO YOUI €ro0... ¥ Ha 9TOM He OCTAaHOBUIILCSA? BynyT HOBEIe KepTBH? — JIo K9
HaXMYPHJICS, HO eT0 roJIoC MOo-IIpeKHeMY 3By4asl POBHO.

Bbmiomiie 3amennumno xon. E Cu, He oTpeIBas B3TIsAMa, CIEOUI 3a ero TpaekTopuen. CTpesnka
CKOJIb3HYJla MUMO OyKB, Ha MUT 3aKoJjiebasiack 1 3aMepina Ha «S», «H», «I» — ma.

— [Touemy?



BwmecTo oTBeTa KOMHATY XJIECTHYII J'IGI[FIHOIZ IIOPEIB BETPA. Pa3pgamncsa pe3KPIfI XJIOIIOK — CBEYHU
MT'HOBEHHO moraciu. KomHaTa IIOrpy3ujiaCh B KPOMEMIHYIO, IaBAIIYIO TbMY.

E Cu 3aXMypuJICs U CTUCHYJ 3yOHl Tak, 4TO 3a00JIeNIu YeJIIOCTH, CAepKUBasl PBYLIUICS HapyKy
KPUK.

— Iyx 6mioniia, yXoou, — 3a3By4all B TEMHOTE CIIOKOWHBIM, pa3aMepeHHsIH ronoc JIo Ko, —
BosBparmaiicsi B CBOM 4epTOTH, Ha3af, B IapCTBO TeHEH, B XOJIOOHEIE CHIPHIe Helpa 3eMIId... Tyaa, The
IIBETYT aJible INKOPHUCHI, UCTOYAsl OyPMaHAIIAY apoMaT; TyAa, Te [IPOJIUBAI0TCS IOCIegHUe CIE3EI
YCOIIINX; TyAa, TOe Haf JIeASHbBIMU BogaMu peku 3a0BeHus KITyOUTCS BeUHBEIM TyMaH...

Bopyr nputsxkenue uc4yesno. E Cu 6eccunbHO OTKUHYIICS Ha CIKUHKY cTyna. Opexaa Mmof KypTKOH
HACKBO3b ITPOMOKJIA OT XOJIOMHOTO moTa. LI3uub [1sH 1 Cs KO# BeIrIAmenu He aydlle — JIUia y 000ux
OnLIH OJIegHee MeJia.

JIo K3 YMpKHY CIMYKOX U CHOBA 3aKET CBEYH.

CBeT BRIXBATHU/ U3 TEMHOTEI CTO/I. OT CTOSIBIIIETO B IIeHTPe OJII0AIA 0CTAIaCh JIMIIL TOPCTKA
0eI0CHEeKHOT'0, MEJIKOT0, KaK MyKa, ITOPOIIKa.

OHU TyIIO CMOTpE/IM Ha 9TU OCTAHKM, HE B CUJIaX BEIMOJIBUTH HU clioBa. Ceppaue JIo Ks cxkasoch oT
OYPHOTO IPENYyBCTBUS.

HOpBIBI:I BeTpa BCE eIlé MeTaJIuCh 10 KOMHATe, JIUCTas CTPaHHUIIEI 3a0BITEIX Ha MTOJIKAX y‘-Ie6HI/IKOB.
OroHék creyu NCITYCKaJl HEPOBHEIE CUHEBATEIE 6J'II/IKI/I, " OT 3TOT'O IIPU3PAvYHOI'0 CBETA BESIIO
MOTHUJIBHBIM XOJIOOOM.

— Yke 1030HO, T0XKUMCA cliaTh. Bcé ocTanbHOe 06cynuM 3aBTpa, — Hapyum Mondanue JIo Ka. On
cMén dhaphopoBYyIO IEUIH B MyCOPHYIO KOP3UHY U O€PEKHO CI0KUI PaCYepUYEHHBIH JIUCT.

HukTo He cTasn 3afilaBaTh BOIPOCOB. [Iepenyranubie g0 MOTYCMEPTH pedsiTa MoTdya Pa3oikuCh 110
CBOHMIM KPOBATSIM. Y BCEX TPOUX MBICIH IYTAIUCh OT MIEPEKUTOrO II0Ka.

Jlo Ko 3amyn cBeuu. BeTep TYT Ke CTUX, CJIOBHO €T0 U He OBIJIO.

B nmocnentee Bpemst E Cu mPHUIIIOCH CTONKHYTHCS CO CTOJIBKMMHE Y2KacaMH, YTO eT0 XapaKTep
3aMeTHO 3aKanuics. JI€xka 1Moy ofesizioM, OH ITOCTENIEHHO YCIIOKOUJICS ¥ Hadasl aHaJIMu3UPOBaTh
cnyuyuBieecs. CMepTh XOOUIIa 3a HUMHU 110 IgTaM. CTpax ¥ PaCTePSTHHOCTb I'PO3UIIH 3aXJIECTHYTh
ero.

EMy BeOb MCIIOJIHUIIOCH BCETO BOCEMHAAIIATh. EMy YEePTOBCKHU XOTEJIOCh KUTh. On He Xkemnan YMUDPATh
CaM 4 HEe MOT OOIIYCTHUTBb rubenu 6JIU3KUX.



«Ho 4To0 51 MOTYy chenaTh MPOTHUB MOTYCTOPOHHEH cunbl? Kak crmacTuch?»

Jlo Ko Toxke nexain 6e3 CHa, yCTaBUBIUIKUCH B HEIIPOTJIIHYIO TEMHOTY MOTOJIKA. CIyCTs HEKOTOPOe
BpeMsI OH [I0CTal MOOUTBHEIN Tesle(OH U MPUHSIICS MeIIeHHO, TIaTeIbHO Mog0upasi CJioBa,
HabwuBaTh coobinenue. OTHICKAB B CIIMCKE KOHTAKTOB 3HAKOMBIN HOMED, OH HaxXaJl KHOIIKY OTIIPaBKH.

Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT pa3faics KopoTkui curHan sxogsiero CMC. Jlo Ka TopomnnuBo mpobexkan
r7a3aMu OTBeT, 007IerY€HHO B3JOXHYJI M HAaKOHEIl 3aKphIJI r1a3a. IlocmeqHure IHU BITATUCh
HEBEPOSITHO M3MaTHIBAIOLIMMH, CHAJIbI OBIJIM Ha UCXOfe, U TapeHb MTHOBEHHO ITPOBAJIUIICS B TTTyOOKUMA
COH.

MI/IHYTI::I CKJIaabIBaJINCh B 4YaCHI.

[TpuMepHO Yepes mojadaca OBeph CaibHu OeCUIyMHO IPUOTKPHIIAC.

E Cu, koTOporo tep3asa xkecTokasi 0eCCOHHHUIIA, efIBa cAepxkKasl KpuK. OH OTYETIUBO IOMHHUJI, KakK Cs
IOu 3amep 3aMoK nepen HavanoM putyana. [Tockoneky caMm E Cu ria3 He CMBIKa, OH TOYHO 3HAI:
HUKTO U3 KOMHATHI He BEIXOMUII.

K10 Xe Torma nepectynui mopor?

B TeMHOTe Me[JIeHHO JBUTAJICS CTYCTOK IIJIOTHOTO Mpaka. Bcé mMpouCXOOuio TOUb-B-TOYb KaK B
IPOUUIEIA pa3. TOIBKO Temeps, IepexkuUBast ITOT KommMap HoBTOpHO, E Cu 0Co3HA myTraloyio
IeTasb: He OBIIO CIIBIIIHO HY €OUHOTO Inara. He3BaHbIi rocTh He IET — OH IJIaBHO, eBa 3aMETHO
CKOJIb3UJI HaJ IOJIOM.

ToT caMblli YEPHBIH CUIYy3T? YTO eMy HYKHO?..

E Cu BHe3amHO BCIIOMHWII TY HOYb. Torfa npu3pak yxKe CXUMaJl ajiblbl Ha ero ropie... Ho mouemy
oTcTynua? YTo 3aCTaBUJIO €ro MOLAaAUuTh XKEePTBY?

«Wnu ero u3HavaabHOM 1IeJIbI0 BOBCE He OBII0 yOUMCTBO?»

PHSYMeeTCH, 9THU MBICJIM HUCKOJIBKO HE€ YCIIOKAMUBaAJIN.

TeHb TEM BpeMeHeM HEeYMOJIUMO HpI/I6JII/I}KaJ'IaCB K €TI0 KPOBaTH.

JIMIKUM cTpax CKOBAJI TeJlo, HO 37I0CTh ¥ CKOpOb 1o morubinemMy FOit FOHIO 0Ka3anuch CUIbHEE.

E Cu pe3sko cen B noctenu. Ecnu a10T MOHCTP — JIy @311 unu PaHb L[310HbHYU, OH J0JIXKEH BHISICHUTD
npasny! 3auem onu crybunu HOu FOHs? Mix rubenb Oblyla Tparudeckod CiIy4aiHOCThi0, HUKTO He



kenan uM 37a... FOu KOs noctpanan 6e3 BuHBI!

TémHas ¢urypa 3aMepiia IpsiMo mepen HUM. HaBUCHYB Hajfl KpOBaThIO, CYLIECTBO MEIJIEHHO
npoTsHyNo K 1mee E Cu BRICOXINIKE, TIOX0KKE Ha CKPIOYEeHHBIE BETBU PYKHU. CyIeCTBO XPHUIIIIO U
TOPKECTBYIOIIE PACCMESIIOCH:

— 4 yObi0 TeOs1... Tebe He CIIacTUCh.
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TeMm BpemeneM JIo Ks Bumen cTpaHHEINM, HepealbHO IPKUU COH.

EMy 4yOuics rycToi u3yMpPyOHBIN JIec, HallOIHeHHBIH 3aIMBUCTHIM I1e0eToM ITHIl. [Ipupoma 1nBena u
Omaroyxana.

[TpucnymaBLUIuCh, OH pa3JIMYUIl BOaIU €iBa YIOBUMBIE 3BYKH MY3HIKY, HOHOCUBIINECS U3-32 BEKOBBIX
nepeBbeB. To OBITT CTPAHHBINM MOTHUB, UCIIOTHSIEMBI Ha HEU3BECTHOM MHCTPYMeHTe: He drieliTa, He
CBUPEJIb, HE TYCIIA, @ HEYTO TOHKOe, HEXKHOE, TATy4ee, 3aTUXalollee ¥ BHOBb HaOMpalollee CUIY.

OO6oTrHYB MOTY4YHH IJIaTaH, CTBOJI KOTOPOTO eBa JIX CMOI/IX Okl 06XBAaTUTh HECKOJIBKO YeJioBeK, JIo
K3 3amep ot ygusnenusd. [lepen HUM pacKUHYJIOCh XKUBOIKUCHOE 03ep0. KpucTanbHO yncTas Boga
oTpaxasa 6e3001auHyio cuHeBy HeOa. JIETKUI BeTepOK I'HaJl [0 JIa3ypHOU I'/lafiu efiBa 3aMEeTHYIO
PsOb.

O3epo Kas3anoch oparolieHHEIM candupoM, 6epekHO BIIPABIEHHBIM B OITPaBy U3 COYHOM 3eJIeHH.

Ha BogHOI I'Tafmy KOJIBIXa/IMCh MIMPOKKE JINCThS KYBINHHOK, HO UX CTE0JIM MyCTOBAIM — HU OJHOTO
IIBETKA TaK ¥ HE PACIyCTUIOCh. ByIb 3[ech JI0TOCH, Tei3axk 00péEsn 6kl COBEPIIEHHY0, HE3EMHYIO
KpacoTy.

Ha niockoM cepoM BajIyHe y caMO¥ KPOMKHU BOMbI CUAE] MOJIOHOY MYyXKYKMHA B HEKHO-PO30BOM
IIPOCTOPHOM OfiesTHUM. 3axKaB B T'y6ax MPOCTYIO TPABUHKY, OH BEIBOOUI TOT CaMBI YUCTHIN, APSIIAN
MoTuB. Ero Ge3ynpeunslit npodub, MOACBeUeHHEIN Ta3yPHEIMU OJIMKaMU BOOHI, Ka3asCsl COMIEIINM
CO CTapUHHOTO CBUTKA UCKYyCHOT'0 MacTepa. OT 3TOro 3penullla 3aMupajo Cepalle.

JIo Ka B3OPOTHYII. T'IeprI JInIIa He3HAKOMIIa IT0OKa3aJINChk €My IO 001 3HAaKOMEIMHU, CJIOBHO OH yYyXe
BUaeJI uX Korga-To.

MyxunHa MeJIeHHO TOBePHYJI royioBy. OH U3YMHUJICS, HO 3TO YYBCTBO MTHOBEHHO CMEHUJIOCh
UCKPEeHHEN pamocThio. OH MPUBETIUBO YABIOHYIICS U TO3BAJT:

— Kaiisn!



Y Jlo Ka nepexBaTuino ropino. Heanakomer o06nagan IUIIOM, TOUb-B-TOYb KOIIMPOBABIINM €T0
cobcTBeHHOe!

Ho ynuBneHue CMEHUIOCH IIOKOM, KOTfla OH IIOHSI: My>X4YKMHA CMOTpeJ He Ha Hero. Y yneibancs He
eMy. CTOUJIO 3aTUXHYTh 9Xy UMEHHU, KaK u3-3a cnuHH JIo K5 OecrrymHO BeIcTynuia Gurypa.

910 Obin E Cu. Ha HEM KpacoBasiCsi POCKOIIHEIYM ITapYOBhIi XaaT, PACIIATHIM 3aMbICIIOBATEIMU
y3opamu. OH YBepeHHO IIPOLIET IPSMO CKBO3b JIo K3 — OyKBaybHO ITPOCOYMIICS CKBO3b €T0
OecIIoOTHOE TeJl0 — ¥ HaIlPaBUJICS K CUASIIEMY ¥ BOMBI IBOMHUKY.

B stoT mur Jlo K3 oKOHYaTeIbHO 0CO3HA: B 9TOM CTPAHHOM MUPE OH — JIUIIb O€3MOJIBHEIN ITIPU3PaK,
JIUIIEHHBIN IIJIOTH U CIIOCOOHEBIN TUIITL HabJTIOaTh CO CTOPOHHL.
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