Cro05 baiiBaH CymOpOXKHO BOOXHYJI, 3aBOPOXKEHHO TIISIAS Ha [IEBUIY U He B CHJIaX OTBECTH TJIas.
Xoporra — mo 6e3yMus xopoira! 3a BCI0 CBOIO XKK3Hb OH HE BCTpeYasl HUKOT0 IpekpacHee. Kaxmoe
€€ IBUXKEeHMe, Kaxk/as MUMOJIETHas YJIbIOKa OT3HIBAJIUCH B €TI0 Cepflle TPEIeTOM...

— l'ocmopuH, TOTHA 5T OTBEPHYCH, a BBl CKOpEe IepeoeBalTech, — pa3fasics HEXKHBIHM I'0J10C.

orosopus, 113103101 T0OBepHYyNIack cnuHOU K C105 baiBaHy. BOpoT miaThs Clierka COCKOJIb3HYII,
oOHaxas U3dIIHbIe Iyieun. Ecriy OB He YPOO/IMBEIe TEMHBIE IIATHA OT YIIMOOB, 3TA XpPyIKas CIUHA
Ka3aJiach OB BEPXOM COBEPIIEHCTBA.

C109 BaiiBaH MIyMHO CTJIOTHYJI U IOCIIEIIHO YCTABUJICS B IIOJI, U130 BCEX CHJI CTapasiCh He TIsAOeTh Ha
IIOCTE/Ib. B MBICIISIX HEBOJILHO BCIUILUIA BOCIIOMHUHAHHUS O TOM, KAK COBCEM HEIaBHO OH ITOMOTaJl MBITh
¥ 00THPATh 9TO UISIHOE TeJI0. JIUI0 IOHOIIX BCIILIXHYIIO MYHI[OBHIM PYMSIHIIEM, ¥ OH HAIpPO4b
1103a0bIIT, YTO [OIKEH MeaTh.

Bckope THLIIMHY HapyIIuiI HAaCMEIITABLIM IETIOT:

— YTo Ke BBl 3aMepIiu, TocrioguH? TOT, KTO TOJILKO YTO CTOJIb YCEPIHO COTPEBal MEHS CBOUM TEJIOM,
HEYXKTO Telepb pobeeT, KOrga s CTOI0 CIIMHOM?

— B-BoBce HeT... — nmpoOopmoTan Ciod baiiBaH, mpuXkuMas JIafoHb K TOpsImel meke. [TeTasach
OTIpaBAAThLCS, OH MOCIEIIHO Bhianui: — C yero 651 MHe pobeTh? [la ... 1 9TUX CIIUH Ha CBOEM BEKY
HaBugancs!

— BoT Kak? — IOCIIBIIIANCS JIyKaBblit cMeIoK. — CTasno ObITh, TOCTIOMUH — YaCThIM T'OCTh B
yBECEJIUTEIbHBIX KBapTajax?

JTuo Cio3 BaiiBaHa BEITAHYIO0CH. [lepenyraBIinuch, YTO €ero COYTYT PACIYTHUKOM, OH BCKHUHYII TOJIOBY
¥ OTYasTHHO 3aTapaTOPHIT:

— IIa Het xke! { HY IO KaKUM IPUTOHAM He IaTaioch! A 6momqy cebst!

Crnyuwasi 9T HeCBsI3HBIE OllpaBOaHus, Y9HI3103 C TPYLOM COepKUBasl OyLIKBIINUYN ero X0xX0T. Ho
IlapeHb Ha 9TOM He OCTaHOBUJICS U BOPYT BBIIAJIUII:

— YecTHOe C10BO, He Bpy! Eciu He BepuIlls — MOXKEIIL caMa IPOBEPUTH!

OnomHuBMuCch, Ci03 baliBaH ¢ cumoii Bienun cebe 3BOHKYIO MOIIEUNHY.

— Twdy, A3HIK MO — Bpar Moi! OmaTh Yemnyxy cMopo3ul. KiasHych, Y MEHS ¥ B MBICTISIX He ObLIIO
Te0sT OCKOPOUTH!



CoepxkuBaTh cMex 6ojiee He XBaTajlo CUI. Y9HII3109 MEeJIEHHO IPUIIOTHSICS Ha ITOCTEJH, HEBOJIBHO
oOHaxas mepef rocTeM IIaBHbIM U3rub CrrHBL. C BIIaXKHBIX TEMHBIX IPSIel Ha T4y CTeKalu
KaIlju Bombl. Fickoca B3rnsgHyB Ha Cio3 BaliBaHa, KOTOPHIM OYKBaIbHO BXKAJICS JIOTIATKAMHU B
3aKpPHITYIO IBEPh, OH 3alIENCs B 0€33ByYHOM X0X0Te, KOTOPHIM TYT XKe ITepepoc B HafCagHBIH,
MYy4UTEIbHBIN KallleJb.

I/ICl'IyTaHHHﬁ BOMH MHT'OM 3a0BII O CMYLIEHUMN. B mBa IMIHWPOKHUX IIal'a OH OKa3aJICA Y IIOCTEJIH,
OIIYCTHUJICA PAOOM U IIPUHAIICSA 6epe}KHo IJIagUuTh KHA3 110 CIIMHE, IIOMOT'asi BOCCTAHOBUTE ObIXaHHUE.

— Kxe... KXe... — IPEPEIBUCTO B3[OXHYJ Y9HI3103. — [TNSAXKY, CMyllleHNe KaK PYKOU CHSAJIO?

Ero pyka Ha ciuHe MTHOBEHHO 3aMepJjia. 3aMeTHUB 3TO KpaeM Ija3a, KHSI3b MBICIIEHHO YILIOHYJICS: Ha
nutie Cios baliBaHa oTpas3uiiachk Takas CJI0XkKHas raMMa YyBCTB, KaKOil OH He BUJIeJ, I0XKalyH, y BCex
CBOMX IPUABOPHAEIX BMeCTe B3THIX. KOHOIIIa 3aMep COJISTHEIM CTOJI00M, HEJIeIo XJIomas IJla3aMu 1
TIIETHO IIBITAsICh BEIIABUTE XOTh CJIOBO.

OH OOHAT PYKYy ¥ KOCHYJICS LlIeX BOWHA, JIETKO CKOJIb3HYB I10 KaablKy. Cr03 baliBaH MTHOBEHHO
3aTausl AblXaHue, IPeBPaTUBLINCEH B 0€3KU3HEHHYIO IePEeBSHHYIO0 KYKIIY.

— Heyxro rocropun Cr03 xkejaeT, 4TOOH s caMa ITOMOTJIa eMy CMEHUTh ofexkay? OTTOr0 U MEeIJIUT?
— pa3pga’sncs BKpag4YuBhIHM HIEMOT.

B HacTynuBIe# TuiuHe Y3HI[3103 OTYETIIUBO CIIBIIIAN YacTHIH, 6e3yMHEIN CTYK €Tro ceppala.

Bupst, 4To mapeHb OKOHYATEbHO JIMIIUJICS BOJIM, KHSI3b O0BUJI €T0 11€10 TOHKUMU OeJIBIMU PYKaMH,
TIIJIaBHO MPUTATHUBAs K cebe. OH IPUIIOTHSI IO, ¥ ero T'y0Ohl MoYTH KOCHYuch ry0 Cios BaiiBaHa.
Bo3nyx BOKpYT HaAIMOIHUIICS CIIafKKUM, OypPMaHAIIAM apoMaToM 01arOBOHUM.

B 9TOT cambili MUT ABEPH C TPECKOM pacIiaxHyJsIach.

— Ot1, 6ec nmomyTan! He memaio! — pasgasncs HCIyTaHHbIM BOIJIb, U CTBOPKA C 'POXOTOM
3axJIonHyJNack o0paTHO. 1o romocy ato 661 Cs10 MyL3HL.

Y u mesa Cro3 baliBaHa MTHOBEHHO 3aJIUJIMCh IIYHIIOBOM KPaCKOU.

— JeBa... [IeBa L131091011... 4...

— Bcé eIné 30BEmIb IeBOKM? — TUXO IPOIIENTaa KHI3b, IePEXBATHUB €ro JTafloHb U MMPUXKaB K CBOeH
TPYOH, MUIIEHHOU XKEHCKUX OKPYTJIOCTEeH.

— Momnopoii... MOOfOM TocioauH 13109101, — 3aMKascCh, HCIIPABUJICA IOHOIIIA.



OH cxaJl pyKd Ha ero Iiee, MPUTSATHBAs elné 0/11XKe, TaK YTO UX I'yOBl eBa He COMIPUKOCHYJIHUCh. B
IOJIyMpaKe MPo3By4Yasl HU3KKUH, 6apXaTHUCTHIH MOJTYIIENOT:

— M-m?

— Myx4YuHaM Heroxe cTojb 0mu3Ko!.. — Cio9 BaliBaH UCITyTaHHO JEPHYJICS, BEHIPHIBASICH U3
00BSATHH, TOUHO IIOMMaHHKIN 3B€Pb, ¥ PHIBKOM HATSHYJI OfI€sJI0 IO caMoro nmogboponka YsHI309. —
Ha gBope xonopHo! JIexku CMUPHO, a 4... 5 IOKNAY pa3y3Halo, YTO TaM C UMOUPHBIM O0TBapoM!

3JIOp0BeHHBIfI, HII/IpOKOHHe‘-II/Iﬁ BOHMH B HAaCKBO3b IIPOMOKIIIEM HCIIOOHEM BEIJIETEJI B KOPUOOD,
3aCTaBUB B3BU3TrHYTh OT HEO2KUAAHHOCTHU MPOXOOUBIINX MHUMO CITY2KaHOK.

[ToHdB, B KaKOM BUfe IIPENCTal Iepel YeCTHEIM JII0J0M, ITapeHb C IIyHIIOBEIM JINLIOM BOPBAJICS
00paTHO, IOCIIEIIHO 3arep ABePb U, TOBEPHYBIIUCH K TOCTEY CIIMHOM, ITPUHSIJICS TUXOPAI0YHO
CTATHBATh MOKPYIO OfI€XKY.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH BCEMU CHJIaMM CTapaJiCsi OYUCTUTh pa3yM, BHyIIas cebe, 4TO B KOMHATe
abcomoTHO oguH. CMEeHUB HaKOHeIl 0f1eKay ¥ 00yBb Ha CYXHe, OH IOCIIEIINIT PETUPOBATHCS C
MaKCHMaJIbHO HEBO3MYTHMEIM BHIOM.

Bait YsH113109 YTKHYJICS TUIIOM B ITOAYIIKY, COAPOrasich 0T 6e33ByYHOT0 cMexa. [laxke ero I0HBIN
IJIEMSHHUAK-UMIIEPATOP, MBITABIIMMCSI CKPBITh CBOM ITPOKA3H ITIepel CTPOTUM [sIfiel, He TOCTaBIsAN
€My CTOJIBKO MCKPEHHET0 BeCellbsl, CKOJIBKO 3TOT HEJIOBKUY, IPOCTONYIIHBIN BOUH.

Cnyctst HekoTopoe BpeMs Cio3 BaiiBaH BepHYJICS C OBIMSINENCS MHanol UMOUPHOT0 OTBapa H,
HACTOWYUBO IOTPeOOBaB, YTOOK I'OCTH IIEPEOMIEJICS B CyXO0€e IJIaThe, IIOCIEITHO OTBEN B3rysan. KOHoIIa
00s1JICST TAIITHUYN pa3 MOCMOTPETh B CTOPOHY KPOBATHU, CJIOBHO OAMH CIy4YalHEIA B30P MOT CHOBA
JIUIIATH €T0 OCTATKOB caM0o00IafaHusl.

A mocMOTpeTh OBITIO Ha YTO. be3 SpKuxX pyMsH ¥ MyApkl, 00HaXKaBIIUX UCTUHHYI0 MYXKCKYIO CyTh
KHSI35 TIOf TUYUHOM KypTU3aHKH, 61emHoe muio bait YsHII3109 MPUKOBLIBAJIO B30P TOPA3MI0 CUIIbHEE
npexHero. Ero yucrasi, 6e3ynpedyHas Koxa Ka3aach IPO3PAvYHON, IITUHHBIE TEMHBIE PECHUITHI
Opocanu TeHb Ha IEKY, a B TNIyOMHEe TEMHBIX I'Jla3 3aTaulICsl KUBOU Oneck. B mpoctoM Genom
MICTIOOHEM OH ITOXOOMJI CKOpee Ha COLIEMIIEr0 CO CTAPHHHOI'0 CBUTKA 6eCCMEPTHOTO HEOOXKUTES,
HeXXeJlu Ha CMEPTHOT0 YeJIoBeKa.

Korpa cryctunucs cymepky, Cro3 BsiiBaH Tak U He PEUIUICS 0CTaThCA B ero IoKogX. Eciu npormion
HOYbI0 TEMHOTA XOTb KaK-TO CIJlaXKuBajia HeJIOBKOCTh, TO IHEBHBIE 3aUTPEIBAHUS OKOHYATEIbHO
JIUIINTIA ero CIOKOUCTBUA. Kaxnas MUHYTa, IPOBENEHHAs HaeguHe C IPEKPaCHEIM I0HOIIeH,
Ka3aach eMy IIBITKOH. B uTore oH cHsI cebe CKPOMHYI0 KaMOPKY 3Ta’kKOM BBIIIE.
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C HacTynneHueM riy00KOM HOYM IIJTaMs CBEYH IOracyo. B momyMpake KOMHATH ¥ CToja cunen bai
YsH113109, 006/1Ta4EHHEIHN B 6€JI0CHEeKHbIE 0IeXK/IH.

CTBOpKa OKHa 0eCIIyMHO IPUOTKPLUIACH, ¥ BHYTPb CKOJIBL3HYJ CUIIy3T. MyKUYKHA, YbE€ TEJIOCI0KEHUE
¥ POCT PA3UTEIHLHO MOXOAUTH HAa OUePTaHUs CaMOT0 KHSI351, 3aMep Iepef] TOCIIOJUHOM B TITyOOKOM
TIOKJIOHE.

— Brnappika, Ero BenumyecTtBo 1 BepxoBHas npuHIlecca NpoBefay 0 noKymeHnu. OHM KpalHe
BCTPEBOKEHHI, — HETPOMKO [I0JIOKUJI BOIIEIIINH.

Barnanm YsHI3109 MTHOBEHHO 3aJieeHel.

— MowuM TIofISIM ITopa YCTPOUTh YUCTKY. Heuero pa3sHOCHUTD CIIyX¥ U TPEBOXKUTEH MaJIONIeTHETO
UMIIepaTopa Io MycTsiKaM. K ToMy ke MO€ 300pOBhe B IIOCTIeTHEe BPEMS OCTABIISIET KeJIaTh JTyYIIero
— JleKaph 3aMpeTU 37I0yIOTPeOIsITh MUITIONSIME [JIsI CMEHBI 00JTHKa.

— Cnymmatoch, 1 TUYHO 3alMyCh 9TUM, — 0T03Bascs E I'yit. — U BCE XKe, TOCTIONXH, BaM CTOUT
BLIKDOUTH BPeMs [JId CBUaHUS ¢ BepxoBHOU npuHIeccor. Omacarch, YTO BO BpeMS Balllero
oTcyTcTBUsl E€ BricOUeCcTBO moXkKanyeT B ToMecThe ¢ paccupocamu. OHa Bedb Ballla eMUHOYTPOOHas
cectpa. ITycTh s u mpsT4y JUIO MOM XKeJIe3HOW MacKou, 00MaHyTh e€ 4yTKoe cepflle OymeT HeIpoCTo
— y3bI KPOBHY HE YTauTh.

YsHII3103 COTTIaCHO IIPUKPEHLII T'JIa3a.

— ITonumaro. Ho myis 3TOro Hy>kHO BEIOPATh IOAXOAAIINNI MOMEHT. MHe He0oOX0IUMO ellle Kpemnye
IPUBS3aTh K ce0e 3TOro OypHS.

[Tocnenuvie COOLITHS 3aCTABYUIM KHSI351 0CO3HATH OUYEBUAHYIO UCTUHY: OJHOM JIMIIDb TPHU3PAYHON
KPacOTOM MyKCKOe cepille Honro He yoepxkuilb. Cio3 BaliBaH momkeH OBITH TpeaH eMy OYIIOH
TEJIOM.

Bemb TONBKO Yyepe3 HEero MOKHO OoOpaThCs OO TalHOM MepenucKy MPUHIIEB I[apcTBa YaHb ¢
MsITeXXHUKaMU. CTOUT IPeIbsIBUTEL Cyoy 0OBUHEHKE B TOCYIapPCTBEHHON M3MeHe U TallHOM CTOBOPE C
MHO3eMIIaMH — ¥ KYKJIOBOJI y2Ke He OTBEPTHUTCS.

Karnp IuImb IIPOCTOOYUIHOT'O BOMHA. Korpma HAPYZXKY BHIIIJIBIBYT HEOIIPOBEP2KUMEIE YIIMKKU O 3aroBOpe
IIPOTHB IIPEeCTOJIAq, Cio3 BaleaHy BMeCTe CO BCEMU €TI0 IIOKPOBUTEJIIMHU 1 GYHTOBH.[I/IKaMI/I IapCTBa y
CyXOeHo GYI[eT KaHyTh Ha CaMO€ THO 3JI0BOHHOMU TPSACHHEI, OTKYAd UM y2K€ HUKOI'ola He BBI6paTBC5{.

— EcTb 1 HOBOCTH OT CSIHINSHL? — CIPOCHUI Y3HII303.

— B uMIepaTOpCKUX MOKOSX ITOKa BCE CIIOKOMHO. [IpaBUTENb €1Ié CIUIIKOM I0H, ¥ ITyCKal OH MOPOH
3aryIsigbIBaeT B CllaJIbHU CBOMX HAJIOXKHUI, HOUel OHU He pa3fesior.



— l'ocymapb Mo10fI, 0 HAacIeOHUKAX OyMaTh PaHO, — 3aiyMYUBO MMPOU3HEC KHA3b MuHb. — K TOMY
JKe ero rapeM KUIIUT YYKUMU JTa3yTYNKaMU. 3a 3T FOJObI MBI YOpPaaIu MHOTHUX, HO ©30aBUThCS OT
IeBHUIl U3 3HATHLIX KJIaHOB, BPOfe OparoneHHou HamoxHuLH 11y, oOpogeTenbHON HaMOXHUIE CSHbB
WJIY TaJaHTINBOM XKeHHl Bal, — 3afjadya He u3 jnerkux. TepeM CoTHU ApOMaTOB [0 CUX IIOP HE CyMe
coOpaTh Ha HUX CTOsIIEro KoMrpomara. [1ycte CIHISHL IPUCTAJIBHO CIEOUT 3a KaXKABIM UX IIIaroM.
CTOUT UM OCTYIUTLCSI — MBI He3aMeAJINTeTbHO HaHECEM yaap.

OH cpenan HeOOJBITYIO TIay3y ¥ 00OABUII:

— W nycts OepexeT cebs. [ImeMIHHUK HU B KOEM CJlydae He [IO0JKeH Y3HaTh, Ybl0 BOJIIO OHA
ucnosnuseT. Korma Manpuuk BoO3MykKaeT U 06PETET CUITy, TeHb MTOJ03PEHMI He [OJIKHA TaCTh HU Ha
por IlepBoro munuctpa Cy, HU Ha MeHs. Haye OH BO3HEHaBUOUT CBOEr'0 UMIIEPATOPCKOI0 OAMIO0.

— Bynet ucnonseno, — E 'yt HU3KO CKJIOHUII T'OJIOBY.

Baiit YsH1I3109 TETKUM B3MaxOM PYKH Bejlell eMy YAAlUThCS.

CTBOpKa OKHa 0OeCIIyMHO 3aTBOPUJIACh, U B KOMHATE BHOBb BOI[APUIACH TIIyXast TUIINHA, CJIOBHO
HUKTO U He HapyIlas e€ MOKOo4.

E T'yit 6611 ero BepHEUIIIUM COPATHUKOM, ero TeHbi0. C BOCbMH JIeT OH CJIe[IOBajl 3a KHSI3€eM IIar B
miar, o6eperas ero TaiiHbl. UmeHHO E I'yii, HameBas Taxkenyio 2Kele3Hyo MacKy, UCKYCHO
n300pakaj rocIofiiHa B CTeHaX IIOMECThSI KHS351 MUHS, OTBOAS T'lla3a MHOTOYKUCIIEHHBIM
COTJISImaTasIM.

Be3 Takoro mpegaHHOro MOMOIIHUKA COXPAHUTh TalHy OBOWHOM KU3HU ObII0 Ob1 HEBO3MOXKHO. 'off
3a rogoM, He3aMeTHO [JIs BCero cBeTa, YsHII3109 UCII0nb30Bal TepeM COTHM ApOMaTOB KakK IayTUHY.
[IbsiHBIE OTKPOBEHHUS 3aXMeJIEBIINX BEIbMOXK, TPSI3HbIE CEKPETHI, COPBABIIKMECS C YCT B IOPHIBE
CTPACTH, — BCE LII0 B Aes0. Koro-To mpuxomuiocs yOupaTh CO CIieHb HAaBeYHO, KOTO-TO —
3amyruBaTh, UHBIX — IIepeMaHUBaTh Ha CBOX CTOPOHY. CBOEU HEe3pUMOU PYKOU OH BBICTPOHUII LI
I0OHOTO uMmIeparopa bau AHbI0 IpouHyto onopy B CoBETe MUHUCTPOB.

U Bcé XKe ocTaBaIKCh T€, YbHM IIOMEICJIBI IO CHX IIOD OBIIIH CKPERITEI BO MPakKe...
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