— Kakoe HexHOe, ClTafKOBAaTOe MsICO, — MeUTaTeNIbHO MPOoroBopun Yxkao 1lu, pa3mesnbiBast TYLUIKY. —
W3 Hero BHIIIeT OBl OTTUYHBEINA HaBAPUCTHIHM OYIbOH. JX, pa3mo0bITh Obl HAM TIIHHSHYIO MOCYOY, TOTma
s TOUHO CBapuI OBl Oj1st Te6sT moxneoKy!

Tao cornmacHo KMBHYJI, HO BAPYT 3aMep. [IoBEPHYB T'0OJIOBY, OH YCTaBUJICS Ha KAMEHHUCTYIO IIyCTOIIb,
TIOKPHITYI0 YePHOU rapbio. ETo B3I cTasl TSAXKENbIM U HEeIIOIBUXKHBIM.

Yxkao LIy cnerka mOATONIKHYII €r0 JIOKTEM B I1JI€40:

— IlaBai, e1b ObICTPee. A IOTOM YCTPOUM TUXUH Yac.

— TaM... — THX0 Ha4dal MaJlb4uK.

Ykao LIy mogMUTHYTT eMy U e[JBa 3aMeTHO ITOKa4aJl TOJIOBOM, He ImepecTaBas yIb0aThCs.

— HeBaxHO, KTO TaM IIPSYETCs, — MATKO IMPOU3HeC OH. — HaM-To Kakoe fesno? [laBai 3aHUMAaThLCS
CBOUMH [eJIaMu.

OH roBOpHUJI C TAKOU YBEPEHHOCTHIO, UTO Tao MIHOBEHHO YCIIOKOUJICA. B KpaliHeM ciydae, eciu
IIOMCKHY 3aUAyT B TYIHK, OH BCETHa MOXET BHITYCTUTH CBOI IEMOHUYECKYIO CUIIy U II€PEPHITh 3[ECh
KaX[yo nagp 3eMnu. Tpasa [lyXoH HUKy[a OT HETO He JeHETCH.

W3-3a BaJyHOB OHOCHUJICSI TUXUM IIIOPOX OCHITaloIecs meberky, HO Tao, mogpaxasi CIyTHUKY,
IIPUTBOPUIICS TJIYXUM U IIPOLOJIXKIII COCPENOTOYEHHO 00TIagbiBaTh KOCTOYKY. HaCHTUBLIINCE, OH
YIOOBJIETBOPEHHO IIOTJIa[U KUBOT ¥ IPUCMOTPEJI IIJIOCKUH KaMeHb nnoynobHee. Yxkao Ly yxe
pacTSHYJICS Ha TEIJIoN 3eMJyie, 3aKUHYB PYKU 3a TOJIOBY U JIEHUBO co3eplias 0eCKpPanHIOK J1a3ypb.

— Kakoe 3mech crmaBHOe HEOO, — MIPOTSAHYT OH. — Kyma nyd4ire, yeM Ha rope Muitraus. MHTEpECHO,
maneko JI MHI OT Hee? YBUAUMCS JTM KOTHa-HUOYIb CHOBA C HAIIUMHU?..

— 3aTo mOXK[d HEeT, — PE30HHO 3aMETHUIl Tao.

Yzxkao Llu Beceno paccMmesiicst. Temnble Ty4u TacKaly KOXY, XKeIyooK ObUI IIOJIOH — B Teje
pasnunack 61aXkeHHas UCTOMa.

— Heyxenu THI, KaK ¥ [lJaHbMY, TepPIIeTh He MOXKEIIb CHIPOCTh? JIagHO, MaBail B3APEMHEM.
HaGepemMmcs cuii, a TaM U TpaBy 3Ty OTHILIEM, HUKY[Ia OHA HEe CKPOETCH.

Bckope 0H [elCTBUTENHHO MTOTPY3UCS B TIIy00KMM, 0€3MATEXKHbIM COH. Ero grixaHue CTajao pOBHEIM
U MEPHBIM.



«Heyxenu u BIPsIMb 3aCHYNKU? BOT Tak mpocTo B35t U APBIXHYT?! OHU BOOOIIE HX BO YTO MEHS HE
craBsiT! HaBepHsKa BOOST 3a HOC. A 3TOT Tyromym ['y yiru pa3Becun — ero 0OMaHyTh IIPOIIe
IIPOCTOTO!»

«f] 3aCTaBIIIO 3TOr0 CMEPTHOI'0 TOPHKO [10XKAJIETh O TOM, YTO OH IIOCMEJI ONYPAUYUTh BEJIUKOT'O
rocnoguHa Luaenum!»

YepHo-miecTpas NTHIa ¢ 6eJI0CHEKHOM T'0JI0BOM BCIIOPXHYJIa C BETKH KOJII0UEro KycTapHuKa. Bamax
KYIIBIX KPBIJTbEB TTOMHS BUXPh IIBUIHN, ¥ IIEPHATHIN XUIHUK YCTPEMUIICS K CIISIIUM YyzKaKaM.

Ho He ycrien oH IIpoJieTeTh U Maphl Y2KAHOB, KaK HATKHYJICS HA HEBUOUMYIO CTeHy. [ITHIla omeIuia,
SIPOCTHO 3axJIoIasia KPhUIbSIMU U Y2Ke OTKPHITA KJTI0B, YTOOBI BO3MYIIIEHHO 3aKpHUyaTh, KaK BAPYT
IpeMaBILIKY MTOfIJIe CMEPTHOT0 peOeHOK meBebHY CS. OH MeOJIEeHHO ITOOHSICS U BIIUIICS B
HAPYILIUTENS CIIOKOMCTBUS YePHHIM, O€3MOHHEIM B3TIISIIOM.

B T0 ke MraoBenue LIMHBIIN 3aCTHUT B BO3yXe, OXBAaYEHHBIN ITEPBOOBRITHEIM y2KacOM. X0OJIOIHbIE
THCKU CKOBAJIX €T0 KPhI/Ibs, HEe NaBas MOIIEBEIUTHCS.

BHe3amHo BCIBIXHYBIINMA CTOIO 6AarpoBOTo IIaMeH! C IUITEeHNEM PACCEK TIOBUCIIYIO MEPTBYIO
TUIINHY.

OueneHenue cmano. Tsxkeno gwia, LITUHBIN CYIOPOXKHO 3aXJI0Ta KPhIbSIMHU, TTIePEBO/IS B3TJIAM Ha
ManbyuIIKy. Ho TOT yKe CBEepHYJICS KalmaunkoM y 60ka Yxkao 1Iu u ciamko mocambiBai, OyATo
HHUYEro U He MPOU3OIIIO.

— OH... 4... T'y! Hac 6eccTeigao oOMaHymH! — 3aBepeliias OIpaBUBIIKANCS OT UcIyTa LIMHbIN.

— CpOK elle He IIPUIIEeI. MEI He MOXKEM HUX y'6I/ITB, — CIIOKOMHO OTO3BaJICs l"y

['y OKHMHYZ B3rIIA0M B3BEPOIIEHHOI0, MEUYIEr0Cd COTOBAPHUILA, @ 3aTeM IIOCMOTPETT Ha
06e3MATEKHO CIAIIYIO Tapy. 9TO OUTSI IPOKIATHA... ETo MpoucxoxkaeHre SIBHO Tauio B cebe HeEMao
OIIACHEIX TaUH.

KopoTtkas 6e3MonBHas CTHIYKA HUKAK He MOTpeBoxkMIa Yxkao [Iu — OH cmay Ha peIKOCTh KPEIKo.

Hap rOpHBIM CKJIOHOM MeJIEHHO ILIBIIM MYLIUCTHE 00/1aKa, JIETKUN BETEPOK IIEeIeCTEeN CyX0H
TPaBoii. Becb MUP MOTrpy3uIcs B NOMYOEHHYI0 APEMOTY, yOalOKaHHBIA TUIIMHOMN.

Pa3spascs efiBa CIBIIIHBIN IIETY0K — OJWH KaMelleK IMOKATUIICS U yIapuics O APYTOH.

Cusmye maxe He IOEJIOXHYJIUCD, IIPOAOOJIZKAA MEPHO OBIIIATE.



Bckope 1IOpOX YCHIMIICS: IIEJIK, XPYCh, IIOK-I[0K... KaMHU Ha CKJIOHE 3allleBEeIHINCh, OYITO 0KKBas.
W3 TeMHBIX ITIefiel ¥ MPOTalivH OJHA 3a APYrod Hada/iu MPOOHUBATHCSI COYHBIE M3YMPYIHEIE TT00ETH.
[TTuiel, HabGTIOmaBIINe 3a CIIEHON U3 TYIIU KyCTapHUKA, 3aMEeP/IX OT H3YMJIEHHUS, 3aBOPOKEHHO
IO Ha pas3iMBaloleecs 3eJIeHOe Mope.

TpaBI/IHKI/I TpeImeTaln II0A TEeIlJILIMU IIOPEIBAMHA BETPA, ITOKAaYHBadsd HE2KHBIMHA crebnssmu. CI0BHO 110
HEBUOIUMOMY CHUT'HaAJly, OHH YCTPEMHIIUCH K CIIAIIUM JIIOOAM, CMBIKASICh BOKPYT HUX IIJIOTHBIM KHBBIM
KOJIBIIOM, IIOKa T€ He OKa3aJIMCh Ha ITEIIMITHOM M3YMPYIHOM KOBpPE.

OnvH 13 M06eroB 0CTOPOXKHO IPUONU3UIICS K TamoHu Ykao 1u. YOemuBIIKUCE, UTO YETOBEK HE
IIIEeBEJINTCS, OCTAIbHEIE TPABUHKY OCMEJIEIH U IIPUABUHYIIUCE BIUIOTHYIO. X BHUMaHUE IPUBJIEKIIN
00TTI0OlaHHEIE KOCTH OUKHUX IITHII, JIeXKaBIIKMe Hermoganeky. PacTeHus: 06IemuIn UX IIOTHEIM POEM,
B3BOJTHOBAHHO IIypIlla TUCThIMH.

Cameiii 60Ku# cTe0eTeK COBEPIIN JIETKUH ITPBIKOK ¥ OMYCTHUIICS MIPSIMO HA PACKPHITYIO JTag0Hb
Ykao LIy, MpUHUMASICh YCEPOHO UCCIIeNOBATh KOXKY B IIOMCKAaX MSCHBIX KPOIIIEK.

Yskao LIy MTHOBEHHO cxkan nanbibl. OH Pe3KO cejl, KPenKo CKUMas MoMMaHHYI0 fo0b4Yy, KOTOpas B
IIaHUKe 3aTpeneTasia, u3[aBas TPOMKUU CyXOH IIeJIeCT.

B T0 XXe MraoBeHre Ha HOru BCKO4YMII ¥ Tao. [IpsiMo y HUX Ha IJla3ax 3eJIeHOe MOpPE BCKOJIBIXHYJIOCh 1
Opocunoch HayTeK. byKBanbHO 3a Iapy AeCSATKOB CEKYH[I JKMBOM KOBEP pacTasi, yXofs I'TyboKo Mmof
KaMHHU, IPUXBATHUB C COOOM Haxke OCTAaTKU ITUYbUX CKeneTOoB. CKIIOH BHOBL CHeNacs
0e3:KM3HEHHBIM U CEPBIM.

JInwp B Kynake Yxao Ll oTYasHHO U3BUBAJIOCH IIOMMAHHOE CYLLIECTBO, TIIETHO IBITAsACh
BBICBOOOOUTHLCS. MOIOMOM YesioBeK C yNIbIOKOM TOQHS PYKY IIOBHIIIE, pacCMaTpuBas IJIEHHUKA.

BHelHe co3maHue MOXOAKUIIO HAa KYCTHK MOJIOOTO IIMUHATA, HO C HEBEPOSITHO SIPKUMH,
TIOJTYIIPO3PAYHBIMU CTEOISIMHU, HATIOMUHAIOIIUME YUCTeHIINY HehpPUT. Y caMOro 0CHOBaHUs CTeOIs
UCITyTaHHO 1T00IeCKUBAJIM [Ba KPOIIEYHHIX I'1a3a-0ycuHKU. JTa 3abaBHast AeTaslb [geflaja POCTOK Ha
yOUBIIEHNE MUJIBIM. MaJlbilll YCEPAHO TOJIKAJICS JIUCThSIMHU, ITBITAsICh IPOCKOIB3HYTh CKBO3b IIEJIH
MEXK[Y MasTbI[aMH.

— TpaBa [Iyx5H, — yOOBIETBOPEHHO KOHCTaTUpOBas Yxkao Llu.

Tao KUBHYI B OTBET. 3HQYUT, JIET€H[HI He JITa/Id, ¥ 3[eLIHNE CKaJlbl AeVCTBUTEIbHO KUIIMS KUIIEeIN
3TOU TpaBou [IyXsH.

— Kak Tl moragancs IIPUMAaHUTh UX KOCTAMH? — C HNCKPEHHUM TI00O0MTBITCTBOM CIIPOCHIJI MaJIbYHK.

Uxkao Llu xmeikHYyI1. TpaBa [yXoH IIeKOTasa JagoHb IPOXIagHEIMHU, Ha YOUBIEHHE HEXKHEIMU
TUCThsIMU. [IpUIIOOHSB cTe6eeK MOBHIIIe, I0HOIIA 3aMeTHIT 0] 6YyCMHKaMM T'jIa3 Y3KYI0



TOPU30HTAJIBHYIO IIEJIb. CoMHEHUY HEe 0CTaBajioCh: €CIIHU 3TO poOT, TO 3Y6BI TaM HaBE€PHsKa OCTPEIE.

YTto6rl 00e30macuTh cebsi oT yKyca, Ykao [y mepexBaTuI pacTeHUe 3a BePXYIIKY JTUCThEB, OCTABUB
ero OpPEIKAThCS B BO3MYXE.

— Bce npocTo: g nogymarn o cpene obuTtanus. IlocMOTpy BOKPYT — CILJIOIIHEIE KAMHHU, CKyIHAs
TI0YBa, []a U MOXKOU 3[eCh, T0X0XKe, pegKocTh. OTKyma pacTeHUsIM OpaTh NIUTATeNIbHbLIE BellecTBa?
Taxue CypoBEIe YCIIOBUSI HAIIOMHUIN MHe 00 OIHOM IIBETKe M3 MOUX POAHBIX KpaeB — HeIleHTece.
9TO0 XUIIHOE pacTeHUe, KOTOPOe JIOBUT HACEKOMEIX.

— XwuiHoe pacTeHue? — mnepecmnpocun Tao.

OOBIYHO OH BeJl ce0st CITUIIKOM CEePLe3HO, He 110 TofjaM, HO celidac ero ria3a 3aropejmch
HETMOANEeTbHEIM IeTCKUM TI000TIHITCTBOM. OO0pamoBanHHbId Ykao LIy, 0CTOPOXKHO MpUAepKUBast
M3BUBAIOIIYIOCS TpaBy [IyXoH, IPUHSJICS YBIE€YEHHO PacCKa3kBaTh €MY O IIJIOTOSIAHOM GIiope.

— Tpaga [JyxsH! Bbl feliCTBUTENBHO MOKWMaNU TpaBy [JyXsH! — MCTOIIHO 3aBOIHUJI IO IETEBIINN
LIMHbIHN, IIMPOKO Pa335BUB KJIIOB OT BO30YXKIEHUS.

3axaThId B KyJlake cTe0esieK, KOTOPBIM IO 3TOTO BeJl ce0st OTHOCUTEILHO CMUPHO, ITPH BU[E IITHITHI
3aTperneTasn OT yxkaca. TpaBa [lyx3H CyZOPOXKHO BLEeIXJIaCh KOpeIIKaMu B 1afoHb Yxkao Ly,
CXKAaBIIKNCh B KOMOK.

— 9Oto0 oH! HacTosas TpaBa [IyxsH! — He yHUMasach NTULA.

LIMHbBIIY TTONBITAJICS BRIPBATH AparoleHHb cTebens KorTamu, Ho Yxkao Llu noBKo y6pas pyky u
TIOOHSJICS Ha HOTH. BO3yX BOKPYT BHE3AIHO MOTEMET — K HUM CIYCTHJICS BTOPOU MEpPHATHIH
crpax, ['y. Ero B3rmsan ObT HAMEPTBO IPUKOBAH K 3a3KaTol B pyKe 3eJIeHHU.

— I'y! 4 nepBuI yBUAEN, KakK OH €€ mnoiiMarn! [laxe He gymai oTHUMaTh! [TonpoOyelib —
1oXKaseemb! — BU3TNIMBO 3aKpryasl B30aJIMOIIHbIM [[UHBIN, TOTOBLIM B TI060M MUT KUHYThLCS B

OpPaKy.

Opuaxko I'y mumbs HeOpeKHO B3MaxHYJT KPhUIOM, 0TOpackiBasi KPpUKYyHA B CTOPOHY, X 00paTHUIICS K
Ukao nu:

— Heb6ecHrili iMmepaTop CKa3bIBaJl, YTO CaMa TpaBa He MPeCTaBiseT eHHOCTH. JIUIIb MIT0mbI
TpaBHl [yX3H CIIOCOOHBI MCLIEIUTH JII000M 1M, ¥ HOOLITh NX HEBEPOSITHO TPYAHO. MBI IIPOBENH 371€Ch
BEYHOCTh, HO TaK ¥ He mpeycremnu. Tebe ke yaelOHyIach ynada. Eciu cymeerb fOOBITh MTITOIEI, MBI
menpo oronaromapum Teos.

Ykao IIu pacTepsics. dTa NTUIA U3BSICHSIACh HAa PEIKOCTh PACCYAUTENbHO. BRIXOmuT, 11ene6HouM
cunoi oblaiara He caMa TpPaRBa, a IJIOMK TPaBhl [[yXoH.



Tao PEIIMNTENIbHO MIAarHyII Bliepe[, 3aCIOHAA cobou CIIyTHHKaA:

— I'porm nieHa BamwmM obermanusiM! [ITHeM MBI TOTOBOPHIIMCEH O MHPE, HO ST CBOMMH T'JIa3aMHU BUMET,
KaK 3TOT HefloTena cobupascsi HarmacTh Ha Hac co cnuHbl! CTOUT HaM AOOBITE IJIOAE TPaBH [IyXaH, U
BBl HABEPHSIKA CTOBOPUTECH, YTOOI MPUKOHYHUTEL HAC 000uX!

Ykao LIy MpUTBOPHO U3YMUIICS U, IPUTSIHYB MajlbyiKa K cebe, C IBHRIM COMHEHHEM II0CMOTpeIT Ha
B3BbEPOINEHHOTO IIMHBIIN:

— Hapo xe... Y 9T0 BemuuaeMble 60:KECTBEHHEIMU IITHLIAMU Cy'H.IeCTBa? H030p, Aa 1 TOJIbKO.

Brnapmest BCKyCCTBOM TOHKOM M3[EBKH B COBEpIIEHCTBE, Ykao L1 BIOKUII B 9TU CJIOBA CTOJIBKO S7a,
YTO BCIBIIbYUBHIM LIMHBIIM e€[lBa HE JIONHY OT CThifa. [ITHIla 0TYasHHO 3aXJIomaja KPLIIbIMH,
OTIMCHIBAsI HeJelble KPyru B Bo3ayxe. OH IBITAJICS OMpPaBOAThCS, HO HYXKHbIE CJIOBa HE IIUIA Ha M.
Haxkomner, n3gaB XaJI00HBIH KJIEKOT, OH BEIIABHUII:

— [Ia ... 1 TPOCTO 3aHepPBHUYAlI, KOT{Ia BBl Pa3jIerIuCh OPRIXHYTh! Y B MBICTISIX He ObLIO YyOUBATh
Bac! KnsgHych, ecny moMozxkeTe HaM BBIOPaThCS U3 3TUX NMPOKIIATHIX febpel, S 0THaM BaM BCIO
KonokomnsHayto ropy!

Kak TonbKO ero Kpuk 3aTux, Hefipa KoJT0K0IbHOM TOPH TJIYX0 COOPOTHYIIKUCH, CIOBHO ITOATBEPK A
He3BI0JIEMOCTD KIISTBHL.

EnBa ymepzaB paBHoBecue, Uxkao Llu Haxmypuicsi. OTHOIIEHUS 3TOTO B30aIMOIIHOTO TEPHATOIO C
MECTHBIMU IOpaMU SIBHO BBIXOAWIIM 3a paMKu o0brgHOro. [Tornanus TpaBy [IyxsH 10 cTe0ENbKy,
4yTOOB! TOT IIEpECTas APOKaTh, IOHOIIA 'POMKO CIIPOCHI:

— Pa36packiBaelbcss TAaKUMHU fapaMu... HeyKTo Thl ¥ €CTh MECTHOE TOPHOe 60KeCcTBO?

B cBoe BpeMs Ha rope MulllaHb OHY Tak U He BCTPETUJIU JIECHOTO IIOKPOBUTENA, HO Yxkao Llu yxe
IIPUBBLIK K MBICJIH, YTO Y KaXK[I0M BEPIIMHEL NOJIKEH ObITh X03511H. OIHAKO OTBET 3aCTaBUII €r0
YCOMHUTHCSI B 3APAaBOMBICTIUY COOECEqHUKA.

YepHo-miecTpridt LIMHBIIN IPUILYPUIICS U BOPYT Pa3pa3uiIiCs XPUILIHIM, 6€3YMHBIM XOX0TOM:

— Xo3siuHoM KonokonbHOM ropsl 6611 Mot otelr! Ho on mepTs! [laBHO MepTB! Xa-xa-xa!

[Tom 3TOT KyTKOBaThIM CMEX JIMCTBA Ha CKJIOHAX 3alllymMella, poXaas MPOTAXKHBIN, IIJTaYyIIUU 'YL
Cepane Yxkao [u BHE3ATHO CXKaJIOCh OT 3TOT0 Ka00HOTO Ijlada IIPUPOAHI, HO B CIIEAYIOIIYIO
CEeKyH[y TPynb 000KT 710 HeCcTepnuMoyr 00JIbi0 — 71 phIObl Baliioll cHoBa mpoOyauics!

OH T/IyX0 3aCTOHAJ ¥ MOKaYHYJICs. Tao MTHOBEHHO CpearupoBal: epexBaTUB OPHIKAOIIYIOCS TPABY



IyxaH, oH Kpelnko nopnepxan Yxkao Lu 3a mneyo, He gaBas ynactb. OcBOOOIUB PYKY, IOHOIIA
CYHOOPOKHO IIPUXKAJ JTafloHb K I'PYAU, MBITAsICh YHATE OellIe bl CTYK Cepalla.

— 91! Yto ¢ To60#?! — B3BOJIHOBAHHO KPUKHYJI IOfjIeTeBIINM Ouxke LIMHBIN.

Tao cxkan Kynak Kpenue. [IneHeHHas TpaBa [lyx3H 3au3BUBAJIach C YIBOEHHOU CUJION, TPO3sI YKYCUTh
o0uYrKa, HO, HATOJIKHYBIIUCH Ha JIe[ASTHOM B3I MajibyiKa, UCIIyTaHHO 3aXJIOMHYJa IacTh.

Tao B3MaxHyJI 3aKaToX B pyKe TPaBOH, He CBOAS BCTPEBOKEHHOT0 B3TJgAa ¢ 6nemgHoro Yxao Lu.
Menauts OBLIO HEIb34.

— OH oTpaBneH. U ecnu MBI He HaliieM IIJIOABI TPaBEL [IyX3H...

[ITopox mMuCThEeB TPaBHl [[yX3H CTAHOBUIICS BCe OTYASTHHEE, HO BHIPBATHCS U3 KEJIe3HOM XBATKU
MaJIbuuKa OBLIO BEIIIE €€ CHUJI.

YBI/II[eB, qTo0 eI[I/IHCTBeHHHﬁ IMaHC Ha CIIaCeHue yCKOIIb34deT, LII/IHBHI/I B [TaHUKE 3dKPYXKUJI Hall HUMHA:

— DU, CMepTHBIY, TOJIBKO He B3ayMau [toMepeTh! MBI HaKOHEL-TO HAlllJIX JIa3eUKy, s He X04y Top4yaTh
B 9TOM ABIpE OO CKOHYaHUA BeKOB! 'y, yero Tel 3aCThlI KakK uCcTyKaH?! [lomoru emy!
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