Kak pa3 B 9TOT MOMEHT BO [JBOPE IOSIBUIICS TJIaBHBIN yIpaBisiouwit Y Cu, mepKaBIIwii B pyKax
MMIEPATOPCKUY yKa3. 3acTaB CTOJIb OYPHYIO CLIEHY, OH HETOANETbHO NU3YMUJICS:

— TpuHapUaTHM MIPUHLI, 3TO YTO €IlI€ 3a IPeICTaBlIeHNe Bl TYT YCTPOUIIU?

— O, eBHyX Y, — TpuHapuaThii IPUHI Ma3HYJ B3TJISA0M 110 CHYIOIIEH 3a CIIMHOM yIIPaBISIONIErO
YeNsigy, Harpy>keHHOU CTOIKaM¥ KHUT, KUCTSIMU U TylIeYHUIlaMU. — VM 94TO Ha 3TOT pa3 Mpucial
MO fpaxkanmui 6aTomka? Mnu 3To B, IOYTEHHBIN, OSATH HAIENITAIM eMy TrafiocTel 3a Moel
CIIMHOM, ¥ OTEIl B THEBE TIOBEJIENI 3aCTaBUTh MEHS IePEMUCHBAaTh TPAKTATHI?

— Ox, ybeperu He00, 4TO 3a peun! — BCIIECHYB pykKaMu, Y CH C YOUBUTEIBHON JIETKOCTHIO
TIOKPHUBUII Oyioi. — [la pa3Be Bbl He 3HaeTe, Kak rocyaaph Bac moouT? CTaHeT /i OH HaKa3kBaTh
cBoero nmobumia? [la 1 MHe, CTapOMY, XOTh COTHIO JKM3HEW OTMEPbh — HU B KU3Hb He JIeP3HY
CyJauuTh O Ballleli MUJIOCTH 3a CIIKHHOM! OTo Befib yueOHBIe IPUHAMJIEKHOCTH. BCE TOTOBO [AJIS BaIlIUX
3aHATUM B IMIIepaTOPCKOM MIKOJIE.

YrpaBnsiomui IpUTBOPHO B3MOXHY ¥ 1006aBUI BKPAAUUBEIM, HOBEPUTETLHBIM IIOJTYIIETIOTOM:

— Cxkaxy BaM 10 cekpety, mpuHil: Ero BenuuecTBo Bo3naraeT Ha Bac Oonbinue Hagexkabl. He cran
OBl OH MHaYe MTOCPEeay Iofa OIpenesnsaTh Bac Ha y4eoy.

My HOaHbI0H efBa coepkKas IPe3pUTeIbHYI0 YCMEIIKY. MOBUTHIE CI0Ba YK€ FOTOBH! OBITIN
COpBaThCs € Ty0, HO OH CepIKasICs.

«C 9TOro IOAJIOTO IICa CTAHEeTCs, — YIPIOMO MTOAYMaJl MPUHIl. — Murom mobexkuT K CTapol yepernaxe
Y [IOHECET, Mla elllé U MPUYKPACUT OT ceOsi»

[TpuHI[ HAMYCTUIT Ha ce0sT PAaBHOOYUIHEIA BUI, OYATO MPOUCXOSINee HaCKydUII0 eMy J0 CMEPTH:

— JlagHo, ypa3ymen. CrpyxaiiTe 6apaxJsio ciofia ¥ IpoBaIlBaiTe.

Y Cu XecToM IpHKa3aj CJIyraM OCTABUTh HOIIY, OMHAKO YXOOUTh He crelnuil. OKHHYB B3TJISIIOM
PACKMHYBIIYIOCS TIEPEN HUM CLIeHY, OH OCTOPOXKHO IIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— TpuHapUaTHN MIPUHLI, IPOCTUTE CTAPOMY €0 Jep30CTk... HO YTO 3[IeCh, BO UMS BCeX OOToB,
IIPOUCXOOUT?

Jlyuire 651 oH Mon4asn. My FOaHbIOH BCIIBIXHYJI MTHOBEHHO, TOYHO ITOPOXO0BOI 1Orped OT InaIbHOM
UCKpHL. TKHYB ITa/IblleM B CKOPYUBILETOCS Ha 3eMJIe eBHyXa ['ys, OH copBajiCsa Ha KPUK:

— Jla BOT 9TOT MapIIKBHIY MEC! ABUICA HU CBET HM 3aps NpaBa KayaThk! Buaure nu, B3gymar moydaThb
MeHS, KOTo MHe K cebe B yciyxkeHue Opath! &, MaTh Ballly, IPUHIl KPOBU UK KTO?! MHE 4TO, yKe U



cnyry cebe BeIOpaTh 6e3 Balllero COM3BOJIEHUS Helb351? BEl Bce TONBKO U [eflaeTe, YTO KyAaxdeTe 0
Moel 6e3011aCHOCTH, a CaMy TaK ¥ HOPOBUTE MOACYHYTh Mof 00K oyepenHoro cornspaTas! 2Knérte He
MOXKIETeCh, IT0Ka 51 B rpo0y OKaxKycCh, TBApu?!

Y Cu, 3a monrue rofbl CyK0BI IPU ABOPE IMOBUIABIINY BCSAKOeE, Tak U o0omien. OT aTux
TPOMOTJIACHHIX ITOXKeTaHu! COOCTBEHHON KOHYUHE ¥ HETO IOX0JIOMIeI0 BHYTPH.

— INomunytite, TpuHaAUATHN IPUHI! — 3aIPUYUTaN OH, UCIYTaHHO BCIJIECHYB PyKaMu. —
[ToGoiiTech HeGa! OCKBEpPHSATE YCTa TAKMMHU CJIOBaMHu... He HaBnekaliTe Oefy, 9T0O Ke AypHas
npumerta!

— JlagHo, XpeH ¢ HuM, He 0yny, — oTMaxHyncs My FOaubioH. O60CTPSITh OTHOLIEHUS C IMYHBIM
IOBEPEHHBIM JIUIIOM UMIIepaToOpa OH He coOMpasics — cTaTyc 00si3biBaj cobmiofaTh npunuyus. — Ho
IIOCMOTPHUTE Ha 9TO HUYTOXKECTBO! JTa criemnas Mpa3b cMeeT 00BUHSATL MEHS B HapyIIeHUU
OBOPILOBHIX ITpaBui! MojI, 1 OpYy UM BCIO UTPY ¥ Y HUX HET OPYroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe Kak 3abpaTh y
MeHsT Ko L3136l S 0mHOTO He MmouMy: IycKak 6aTiomKa MeHs He XKaayeT, HO S BCE eIle PHHI]
atoi umnepuu! C KaKux 3TO IIOP OBOPOBAS YeJIsiOb IOJTy4rIIa IIPABO BEITUPATh 00 MEHS HOTH U
OUKTOBaTh CBOU YCJIOBUSA?!

FYfI YxKnnaHb, pacCIiijiaCTaBIINCh Ha IINIUTAX, obuBancs XOJIOmHBIM moToM. OH 3daKpHu4aJl UCTOIIHO, 10
XPpuIia, HaApbiBasd CBA3KH:

— IMomagute, Bamie BricodecTBo! OroBopunu MeHs! CMUIyiTech Hag HUYTOKHBIM paboM, IPOSIBUTE
Benukopymue!

Y Cu, pa3ymeetcsi, He ObIJT AYPAKOM ¥ IIPEKPacHO ITOHUMAJI, YTO IOHBIM IIPUHII CT'yIIaeT KPacKH.
Opzako Marser pyOuI ¢ mjIeyda, BEIHOCS IIPUTOBOP CTOJIb SIOBUTO M 6ECKOMIIPOMUCCHO, YTO Cpa3y
CTaJio SICHO: XKMBBIM OH HecuacTHOro ['yit YKumaHs oTIycKaTh He co6upaeTcs.

«OpguHHAAIATE JIET MalIb4yuIlKe, — nogyMan Y Cu ¢ comporaHueM, — a XBaTKa yx&Ke MépTBasi. OTKyna
B TaKOM HEXKHOM BO3PAacTe CTOJIBKO JIIOTOM OEeCIIOMamHOCTH ?»

B 3TOT MOMEHT ABEPHU IMOKOEB PACIIaXHYJIMCh, U Ha IIOPOre MmoABUIIaCh HAJIOZKHHUIIA H. Ycnwimas IIyM,
693YMHEI$I XKEHIVWHA 3alIpUYnTalid, 3aJIaMbIBasi PYKHU:

— Bamme BenuuecTBo, nomaauTe pady Baiy!.. BuHOBHa, KpyroMm BuHOBHa! CxKanbTech, rocynaps!

Ona PYXHYJId Ha KOJIEHU U IIPUHATACh UCCTYIIJIEHHO OuTHCS TOOM O XOJIOMHBIN II0JI, OTBEIINBAs
3E€MHEBI€ ITOKJIOHEI ITyCTOTE. FJ'IYXI/IG YOapel 3a3By4alid OOUH 3a OPYTUM.

Bo mBope BOLapPUJICS CYIIUH Xaoc.

Y Cu ucnyrasHO OTIIATHYJICS U 3aMaxajl pyKaMy Ha CBOMX IOAPYYHEIX, IPUKa3bBasl HeMeJIeHHO



YBECTH HECYACTHYI0 06paTHO B MOKOU. [10Ka €BHYXM CYETHUIIUCH, YKIIaAbIBas ObIOIIYIOCS B UCTEPUKE
JKEHIIUHY, CTapblil YIIPaBISIOMINUY BeCh B3MOK OT X0JI0OHOT0 moTa. OH HEPBHO 0OMaxXHYJICS MILITHEIM
XBOCTOM CBOET0 BEHHKa-MyX000MKH, yTupas 100 MINPOKUM IIETKOBLIM PYKAaBOM, U YKPAgKON
B3r/IsiHYy Ha My FOaHbloHS. Be3ymHas BEIXO[Ka HAJIOKHUIIE Hallyrana Bcex 6e3 UCKITI0OUeHus, HO
IOHBIH TIPUHI] flaxke OpoBbI0 He ToBEN. OH MPOMI0IXKaJl CTOAThH Ha ITpexkKHEeM MeCTe, JIEHUBO co3eplias
CyMaToXy, a caM OH eflBa 3aMETHO ¥ TJTyMJIUBO YCMEXAJICS.

«3JTO Bedb €ro pogHas MaThb...»

OT 3TOH MBICITH ¥ CTAPOT0 MHTPUTaHA IIOMOJI3NIA MypallKy 1Mo criuHe. OH IOHSI, YTO HeOOIIeHUBATh
3TOTO BOJTYOHKA CMEPTEJIFHO 0nacHO. C TAaKUM YeJIOBEKOM JIydIlle IPYKUTh, a ToTomy Y Cu
MTHOBEHHO IIPUHSII PeIIeHre YCTYIUTh ¥ 0Ka3aTh YCIyTy.

['yit Yxunasb, He 4ys 6efibl, IPOAOJIKalI UCTOLIHO TOJIOCHUTh. 3aMETHUB, YTO CTAPhIH YIIPaBIISIONINMI
CMOTPUT Ha HETO0, OH IOMOJI3 K HeMy Ha KOJeHX, Bufsa B Y Cu MOCHEeIHIO COJIOMUHKY:

— I'naBubIl yrpasnsoumi Y! OTel pogHoi! Bhl XKe 3HaeTe MeHs, 5 Okl HUKOTA... OroBopuiu paba
Bamero! Bek cBo6omrl He BUaTh, HU €OUHOTO IIOMBIC/Ia OYPHOTO IPOTUB IIPUHIIA B TOJIOBE HE
gepxart!

Y Cu 6pe3riuBo IPoLeansl CKBO3b 3yOH:

— 3aKpoii macTh, TBaph OeccTrikast! [JaBHO mu THI, ['yit YKunaHb, CTpax moTepsin? [10Ib3yeIbes TeM,
YTO TBOU GpaTel] MPUTPEeNICS Ha TEMIOM MeCTedYKe B YIIPaBIeHUH [e/laMy IBOPA, U TBOPHIIb
6e33akonue! Maso Tebe ObI0 06UpPaTh HECYACTHHIX B KACTPAlMOHHON MacTepcKo#? M3-3a TBoek
JKQHOCTH CKOJIBKO MaJIbYHUINEK, e[IBa IEPECTYIIUB IIOPOT BOPIIA, CTHUIX 3aKHUBO M3-3a IaPIINBOT0
yxoma? Ml 3aKpHEIBAJIH I'Jla3a Ha TBOU T'PELIKH, HO Tl COBCEM OOHATrJIel, pa3 MOCMeT TOTHSATh XBOCT
Ha 0co0y KOpOJIeBCKOM KpoBu!

Yupasnsiomuii pe3ko 0TMaxXHYJICS IIMPOKUM PyKaBoM, 00phIBasi JIeTleT HeCYaCTHOTO:

— Temneps Tebe u 6OTU HE TIOMOTYT.

['y#i YxunaHb omapalieHHo yctaBuics Ha Y Cu. OH oCcMOTperI ¢ OTYassHUeM, CMeIIaHHEIM C
SIPOCTBIO NIpefaTeNnbCTBa:

— Vnpasngiouuii ¥V, ga KakK ke Tak? A Te IeHbI'd, YTO S BaM...

IOrOBOPHUTL EMY HE Hajld — CTOSIBIIAM PSIAOM ITOAPYYHBIN YIIPABIISIONIETro JOBKO 3axKal eMy POT
JIaJOHbIO.

— B [lenapTaMeHT HaKa3aHUM €ro, — JeAsSHbIM TOHOM cKoMaHnoBan Y Cu. — U 4To0 g0 Ka3Hu
JKUBHIM He BHIIYCKaJu.



CMeHUB 'HEB HA MUJIOCTh, CTAPUK TYT ke 00epHyscs K My FOaHbIOHIO C YTOOIUBOM, TPUTOPHOMN
YIIBIOKOM:

— Hy ugro, Bame BricouecTBO, JOBOIBHEL JIX BBl TAKUM HCXOOOM?

My FOaHbIOH TeaTpabHO B3LOXHYJ, Kayas FOJI0BOM:

— Hapo xe... [IpogaTs gyuly 3a IPUTOPIIHIO TAapPIIUBEIX MOHET. [0 Yero MOKaTHIICS UMIIePaTOPCKU
IBOP.

On CKOJIB3HYJI PaBHOOYIIHBEIM B3TIAOOM II0 GbIOIJ.IeMy'CH B IIyTaX €BHYXY.

— W CKOJIBKO eIllé TaKUX TaguH IPUTPEJIOCh B 3TUX CTeHaX? — IIPUHI] C HAMEKOM IPUILYPUIICS, THAAS
npsiMo B ria3a Y Cu. — 3HaeTe, TJIaBHbIH YIPaBIAIONINIA Y, TO, YTO BO ABOPIIE LIAPUT IOLOOHKIH
fapgak — BO MHOTOM Ballla BUHA. JX... JIalHO yK. 3aBTpa e JINYHO BHIKPOIO BpEMs, TIOMAY K OTLy U
II0XKaIyloCch eMy. MeHs o TJTyOMHEL AYIIY IOTPSCIIO ¥ Hanmyraso To 6e300pa3ue, YTO TBOPUTCS
IIPSIMO y MEHS II0J HOCOM.

«Jla 3a 4TO MHe 3TO HaKa3aHue?! — B3MoOMICS IIPo cebs1 V Cu, enBa CoepKuBas XeJlaHUe PYXHYTh
TIeper 3TUM HECHOCHBIM MaJTbYHUINKOM Ha KoJieHHu. — OH JKe JKUBHIM MEHS He OTIIYCTHT!»

— Hy 4To BB, Bame BricouecTBo, 3aueM XKe yTpyxKaaTh ce0s 10 MycTaKaM? — 3ae0e3us CTapuk. —
HM306aBu Oor 6eCIIOKOUTE BaC TAKMMHU Mejlo4aMu. 3aBTpa XkKe JIMYHO A0J10XKYy 000 BcéM Ero
BenuuecTtBy. Pacckaxy, Kak 3TOT 0OHarjaeBIIKi CMep] CBOEBOJIbHIYAI ¥ IIOCMETI OCKBEDHUThH CBOUM
IIPUCYTCTBUEM Ballld IIOKOH!

— Bor kak? — My KOaHbIOH XUTPO comlypuiicsi. — Y BH He CTaHeTe paccKa3blBaTh OTIY, OYATO 5
KaIPU3HBIM, HECHOCHBINM MaJIbYMIITKa, KOTOPHIM HY B I'POII HE CTABUT IPUIMYUS ¥ TUPAHUT OEOHYIO
IIPUCIIYTY?

VIIpaBIsIoIIero CJI0BHO JeAsHON BOHOH 0KaTuio. OH rOTOB ObLI IOK/ISICTECS, YTO 3TOT YEPTEHOK
BYEpA CHMOE IIOf CTOJIOM B UMIIEPATOPCKOM KaOHHETe, HHAaue OTKYa eMy 3HATh JOCIOBHOE
comepKaHKe ero HOYHOI0 MOKJIafaa rocymapio? OgHAKO CO3HABATHCS B IIONOOHOM CTAPHIN JIHC HE
cobuparcs:

— O uém BB TOBOpHUTE, TPUHI? [la Kak y Bac 93K oBopaunBaeTcs! [laxke ecnu HeOO yrnafeT Ha
3eMJII0, CTaphlll pab HUKOIla He ITIOCMeeT BO3BECTH Ha BaCc HallpaCIuHY U BeIAATh Oenioe 3a yeépHoe!

— Heyxenu? — My HOaHbI0OH MATKO pacCMesiyiCa U chefia ar HascTpeuy Y Cu, cokpaluas
OVCTaHIIMIO IOYTH 10 MHTUMHOU. — YUTO XK, eBHYX V... BEIXOOUT, S HalpaCHO Ha Bac I'PeLIu]L.
[TpocTuTe, Konmu o0uOen HeOOBEPHUEM.

Y Cu TyT Xe COTHYJCS B Tpu norubemny, n3obpaxkas riy00odaninyio npegaHHOCTh:



— IlonHoTe, IIPHHII. s CTaporo CJIyru BeJInKad 4eCTb — CHOCHUThb T00kIe IMOOO3pEHNA CBOETO
TOCIIOOXHAa.

— Bor 1 crmaBHO, — MTHOBEHHO pacTepsiB BCE HallyCKHOe Opyxkemniobue, My FOaHbioH oOman
YIIPaBIISIOIETO JIEASHBIM IIpe3peHueM. — Pa3 Tak, He cMelo 3afepxkuBaTh. Hagerocs, mopory Hasan
BBI HAlOETe caMu”?

— CpenaiiTe MUJIOCTh, He YTpyXkAauTe ce0si! — mocnenrHo 3aMaxajl pyKaMu IepenyTraHHblii 0
CMEepPTH CTapHK, yTUPas IOT.

OH IOCTIeIIHO O0TBECUT ITyOOKKY MOKJIOH U TPYCIMBO PETUPOBAJICS, IPUKa3aB CIyraM YBOJIOYb
Obtoterocst B 6e33By4HOM ucTepuke I'yit Yxkumans.

EnBa mepecTymnuB mopor aBopiia butoanb, Y Cu nmpeobGpa3uincs. YrognuBas MacKa cleTela C ero
nuia, 00HaXUB MPAavHY0, CYPOBYIO TPUMACY.

«3MeEHBIII, — IIPOLIeIUIT OH CKBO3b 3yOHI, IS Ha 3aKphIBAIOIIMECS BOPOTa. — [0 4ero xe
M3BOPOT/IUBHIN U 37TOOHBIN Trafi€HbII PacTET. OX, IOMSHUTE MOE CJI0OBO, XJIEOHET eI11€ UMITEPHUs C HUM
rops...»

Bo pBope mBopua butoans My FOaHbIOH TOXKE He CcTall LepeMOHUThCA. EnBa 3a Y Cu 3aKphIIUCH
BOPOTAa, MaJIb4YUK C CUJIOU XJIOMHYJI JIafOHbIO 110 CTOJY:

— Crapslil yepenamui BHYK!
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