Camoe cyeTHOe BpeMs BO [IBOpIle — U CaMOe OIacHOe. ITUM BeuepoM, KOIfla B Y4ePTorax 3aXTJIUCh
THICSTYM OTHEM, HOYHOe HeOOo BOPYT PaCKOJI0JIOCh OCIIETUTEIHHOM BCIBIIIKOM (eliepBepKa.

Kon 1135111361 HEBOJIHHO MOMHSJ I'/Ta3a K HeOy.

— CHBIIHIIL? — HETPOMKO CIIPOCHU CTOSIINH psimoM My FOanbion. — Bafax... baOax... ba6ax...

Tpu rpoMOBBIX pacKaTa 3X0M pa3HEeCNIKUCh Hafl cafoM. Y BOPYT cpenu npa3gHUYHBIX OTHEH 6J1eCHY I
XOJIOMHBIM Oembiil myd. IIpssMo Ha ra3ax y OHEMEBIIEH TOJIITL U3 IMUPOKOTO PyKaBa OTHOU U3
TQHIIOBIITHI] BEITIETEJIO TOHKOE JTe3BHe. C KOPOTKUM METaNINYeCKUM 3BOHOM HOXK BOH3HUJICS B
JTAKMPOBAHHKIN CTOJI MIPSIMO TIepe[] UMIIePaTOPOM.

[ BOPIIOBEI TIOKOM MIHOBEHHO B30pBasics KpukaMu. My FOaHbIOH, He Tepssi HU CEKYH[H, CXBaTUII
Kon 113511351 3a PYKY ¥ yBIIEK 3a CO00# IOl MACCUBHEIHM CTOM. UyTh MPUIIOAHSB TSXKEIYIO ITaPYOBYIO
CKATEPTh, OHU IPUHSIUCH HAaOMOAaTh 3a TPOUCXOASIIMM. 3HAaTHEIE TOCIIOfla U JaMbl, TOUHO
BCIYTHYThHIE IITUIILI, B TAaHUKE METaIUCh U3 CTOPOHEL B CTOPOHY, CTAJIKKUBAsICh 10aMU U POHSS Ha XOXY
Beepa, KyOKU U YKpalleHus.

HMIepaTopcKue HaIOKHHUITE, HAIIPO4Yhb 3a0kIB 0 6JIarOpOAHLIX MaHepax U IPUINYKSX, OJIeJHEE OT
yXKaca, IPUePKUBAJIU OPOXKAIIMMY PYKaMK CIIOI3al0NIue 30JI0THE IIMUIBKY U 0e3KaJli IPOoYb,
cracas COOCTBEHHEIE XKU3HU.

— Youniup! OxpaHa! — BU3TJIMBO, CPEIBAsICh Ha (hasiblieT, 3aT0JIOCUIIN €BHYXHU.

C CYXHUM JIA3rOM FBapHeﬁHBI BEIXBATHIIN U3 HOZKEH KIJIINHKH.

A B BHIIIIMHE BCE TaK Xe rpeMell HpaSI[HI/I‘-IHHﬁ camoT. OTHEeHHBIE IOBETHI PACITYCKAJIUCh B TEMHEIX
He6ecax, PaBHOOYIIHLEIE K ITAaPUBIIEMY BHHU3Y Xd0CYy, X1 OCHIIIAJINCh CUAIOIIMMU HCKPAMHA.

My HO0aHbIOH YXUTPUIICS IPUXBATUTh OTKY/a-TO Iiejioe OO0 C KPOIIeYHHIM ITIeUeHbeM U3 IIBETOB
OCMaHTyca. YNIbIOHYBIIUCH ONHUMY IJIa3aMHU, OH CyHYJI OIHO JIaKOMCTBO B poT KoH L[3413HI.

— Kpacuso, npasga?

Kon LI34113bI paCTEPIHHO MOPTHYJI, IPOXKeBaJ YyrolleHle U IOYYBCTBOBAJI Ha A3bIKe TOHKUU CIIafKUAN
BKYC.

My FOanbioH OpoCH B3I/ Ha TpaBuTens Benukoit FOH — caMoro MoryIiecTBeHHOTO YejloBeKa B
nMmnepuu. Cerdyac 3TOT BEJIMKWU BlafblKa B IaHUKe IIPATAJICS 3a CIIMHAMU [IepelyraHHbIX eBHYXO0B U,
MCTEPUYHO pa3MaxuBas pyKaMu, BUu3xkai: «B3saTh e€! CXBaTUTh MapIIUBKY!»

TpuHaAUaThI IPUHI] IPE3PUTEIBHO YCMEXHYJICS.



— CTapaﬂ dJepeliaXa, — €Ba CJIBIIIHO IIPOIIeIrTala OH.

KoH 113411351 UL B3MOXHYJI ¥, HE HAWUs CJI0B, 3aTKHYJI IIPUHILY POT 0YEPESHOU CIaCThIO.

U tonvko HactaBHUK-31b¢ 311 He pasmensin ux OTUMIIMKUCKOTO CIIOKOWCTBHUS. B maHuKe OH MeTancs
B co3HaHuM KoH LI351135I:

«Yro menatb?! HaMm HyxKHO GexkaTh! A BOpyr youiiia gobepetcs mo Hac? [ToueMy BBl BOOOIIEe XKpeTe
9THU CIIaJlOCTH B TAKOW MOMEHT?!»

Kon 1135111361 MPOUTHOPUPOBAJT CTEHAHUSI CUCTEMBL. M3 CBOEr0 YKPHITUS OH BHUMATEIbHO
pasTisgabBall BeIMKUX MUPa Cero. BonbIIMHCTBO BeIbMOXK ITPeObIBaid Ha T'paHu 6e3yMusi OT cTpaxa.
HeckonbKrxX MIaflInX IPHHIIEB B CyMaTOXe IIPOCTO 3a0biyin; 006e/ieHHEle BHUMaAHUEM CITYT, OHU
TOPBKO TIJTaKaJIM, TT0Ka pacTePSIHHbIE eBHYXM HaKOHEI[ He TOJXBATUIIM UX HA PYKHU U HE YHECITH
IpoYb. BrpoueM, HAILIIUCL U Teé HEMHOTHE, KTO COXPaHUII ITOJTHOe XJTagfHOKpoBue. He BHIKa3kIBast HU
KallJId [TAHUKY, OHU HECIEILTHO IMOQHSINCh CO CBOMX MECT ¥ YUHHO IIOKUHYJIM 3/l BMECTE C
OCTaJIbHBIM ITIOTOKOM.

TeM BpeMeHeM HecOCTOSIBIIAsICS yOuiilla He coOMpanach CIaBaThCS. YBEPHYBIIUCEH, OHA GPOCUIACH
BIIEPe[, YI0KHUIa Ha MecTe [IBOUX I'BapAetIleB U BHITYCTHUIIA U3 PyKaBa CKPHITHIM APOTUK. TOT CO
CBHICTOM IIPOJIETEJT ¥ CAMOT'0 BUCKa MMIIEPATOPA, CPe3aB MPSAb BOJIOC. IlepenyraHHbIN BlIafblKa TYT
XKe 1m0o-co0ayby PyXHYJI Ha IT0JI, 3aKPHIBasi TOJIOBY pyKaMu. Korma OH OCMeNuIIcs IOOHSTh I'a3a, BCe
yXke ObIT0 KOHYeHO — 0C/Ta0eBIIyI0 OT PaH XKEHITUHY CKPYTHIIa IIONOCIEBIIas CTpaXkKa.

Ha aToMm Ge3ymue HaKOHEIl TPEeKPaTHIoCh. Bcex apTUCTOB, BEICTYIABUINX B TOT 3JI0MOIYYHLIH BeYep,
TIOJIBEPTJIX KECTOKHUM IILITKAM U Ka3HuiIu 6e3 pa3bopa. M3 BOpPOT ABOpIIa OMHA 3a APYToM TAHYIUCH
TeJIeTH, TPyKeHHble TpynaMu. Ka3zamoch, caM BO3[IyX BO BHYTPEHHEM OBOPE IPOIUTANICS TAXKEITBIM
3alaxoM CBexkKel KpPOBH.

IBopell MOTpy3usics B TJIyX0€e, TOMUTENIbHOE ollerieHeHue. CIyru U eBHYXU XOOUIH Ha IIBIIOYKaX,
60s1Ch TOTHSTE T71a3a. HeCKOIbKO BEICOKOIIOCTABIEHHBIX HAJIOXKHUIL CJIETJI B TUXOPAKe OT
IIepeXKUTOT0 MOTPSICEHHUS, a 3aHATHS B FIMIIepaTopCcKoOy IIKOJIe BpeMEHHO OTMEeHUJTU. Pa3rHeBaHHBIN
MUMIIEPATOP pBaJl ¥ MeTall, TPeOyst BO 4TO ObI TO HY CTAJI0 OTHICKATh Oe3yMiIla, epP3HYBIIETO
TI0J0CTIaTh YOUMIy B caMoe Cepplle 3alpeTHRIX TTOKOEB.

Bcrnen 3a aTuM mokaTuilach BOMTHA HaKa3aHUU — OECSATKU CJIyT ¥ IIPUOBOPHEIX, TaK UJIX NHA4e
IIPUYaCTHHIX K OPTraHU3allul IIPpa3JHECTBa, JIMIIUJIIMCE I'OJIOB UK ObLIM 3a0UTHI TaJIKaMU OO0 CMEpPTH.

Kou 1135111351 OBITT €111e MaJl, K TOMY Ke HaXOOUJICS IO KPhIIOM TPUHAAIATOr0 MIPUHIIA, II03TOMY Oea
oborta ero cTopoHoi. M Bce ke, 3aMeyasi, Kak OIUH 3a IPYTUM MCYe€3al0T 3HAKOMbIE IpeXe Iulla
CJIyT, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK K CEPAIY IOACTYIaeT JIefeHs i TyIIy X0JI0.

B 3TuX cTeHax JOCTATOYHO OJHOTO HEBEPHOr'o0 IIara, yTOOBI TBOSI TOJIOBA IIOKATHIIACh IO 6pycanKe.



— Kaxprle HeCKOJIBKO JIeT BO ABOpIIe MMyCKalT KPOBb, — TUXO HacTaBisai ero My 0anbion. — U
HUKOTITIa He yraflaelllb, Ybs TEHb CTOUT 3a OUYepeIHbIM TOKOMHUKOM. by mobnuxke Ko MHE, He 6poau
B OOUHOYKY IO IlepeyyKaM U IoMeHbIle 00JiTail ¢ yyxkakaMu. [ToHsn?

Kon 11311351 TOCIYIIHO KUBHYJI, HO He yep3KaJCs OT JIF0OOIEITCTBA:

— A B mipoubeii pa3... Bamie BricouecTBo ToXKe yepes 3TO IPOXOOUIT?

— [lena maBHO MUHYBIIWX OHEH, — MOKavas rojoBoit My K0aubioH. — ITOMHIO JIWIITh CaMble KPYITHEIE
ToTpsiceHus. Boma 3meck TeMHa u riay6oka. Eciu OBl 51 caM OHaXXOH He YTOHYJ B 3TOM OMYTe, HU 3a
yTOo OBI He ToBepuIL... — OH pe3ko obopBas cebs Ha monycioBe. — Bropouem, He 3a6uBaii cebe
roJioBy. {1 He coOMpaoCh JIe3Th B 3Ty I'psa3b. Ho...

— Ho?

— Ho ecnu KTO-TO PeIIUT caM HallPOCUTHCS Ha HETIPUSATHOCTHU... — [IPUHII 3aMsJICSI Ha MTHOBEHUE. —
XoTs g B IIoc/ielHee BpeMs THIIle BOALI, HHXKe TPaBhl, HUKOTO He Tporaio. He [MomKHO XKe MHE Tak
(haTanmbHO HE MOBE3TH.

Kou 1135111351 UL B3MOXHYII, ¥ HA AYIIIe Y HETO KOIIKK 3acKpe0iiu.

Benw nmpopouectBa My FOaHbioHa UMeu CKBEpHOE 0OLIKHOBEHME COBIBATHCS C IyTalolen
TOYHOCTBHIO.

)k

HamapmaBinasi oTpaBuiach Ha MecTe, He naB ceOst gornpocuth. OgHaKo 11060e IpecTyaeHue
OCTaBJIIET CJiefbl. MecCsI] KPOIOT/IMBEIX ITOMCKOB U JOIIPOCOB IIPUHEC CBOM IIJIOMLI, U HUTOYKHU
3aroBopa MOTSHYIKUCH TYOQ, I7le HUKTO He OXKUIal UX HaWTh — K 3aTBOPHHUIIE TJIyOOKOIr0o rapeMa,
BIOBCTBYIOIIIEN MMIlepaTpHIle, JaBHO yAalIuBIIEHCS OT MUPCKUX 3a00T pafy MOJIUTB U 071aTOBOHUM.

BpooscTBytomas umneparputia Ko IIuHIsSHD Oblna XXKEeHITMHOW He3aypsigHOM cynbObl. BrimanHas 3a
IIOKOMHOT'0 TOCyAaps B HEKHOM BO3pacTe YeThIPHAALATH JIeT, OHa OBIOBeJla yKe 4yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO
neT. Eif He UCIIOTHUIIOCH ¥ OBafLlaTH, KOTTla OHA OCTalach C IATUJIETHUM HaCIeJHUKOM Ha pyKax.
YcTaHOBUB PEreHTCTBO, I0HAs BAOBa KPEIKO Aepkasa Opa3nw! npaBienus Benukoi KOH 6obie
OEeCSATUIIETHUS.

3a 3TH rogbl XpyNKas JeBYIIKa IPeBpaTHiIach B paCUeTIUBYIO, BIIACTHYIO IPABUTEIHLHUILY,
OTpaBJIEHHYIO STOM a0COJIOTHOM BlacTu. PaccTaBaThCs C BeIu4yueM 1o foOpoy Bojle OHa He XKeJjlaja.

OJIHaKO 3aKOHEI MMIIEPHH HE ITO3BOJIAIN KEHIMNHEe B30UTH Ha )IpaKOHI/Iﬁ TPOH.



[Tocne monTUX MOOKOBEPHBIX HHTPUT U 02KECTOYEeHHOU O00phOH! 3a BacTh pon KoH 0wl 6€3:KaI0CTHO
BBIPE3aH 0 MTOCJIEHET0 YeJIOBEKa, a CaMy UMIIEpaTPUIly 3amepiu B cTeHax [[Bopia Yucroro
CIIOKOMCTBHS, IPUTOBOPHUB [0 KOHIIA THEW 3aMalliBaTh I'PEXH IIEPEN alTapeM.

Y Hamo xe OBIJIO TAKOMY CIIy4YUThCS, YTO KoH L[341135 MPOUCXOOUIT UMEHHO U3 3TOT0 OTAIbHOTO
ceMericTBa. C camMoro Hadajla OH IIOHMMaJI, B KAKOM OIACHOCTH HaxXxomuTcsa. Eciu Te HeMHOr#e, KTO
3HaJI TallHy ero poXaeHHus, pelaT CMoI4aTh — eMy 1noBe3eT. Ho ecnu HeT...

B mamsaT# BCIINIBINIO BEYHO yn516a10mee0ﬁ JIAIIO TJIaBHOT'O YIIPABIIAOMIIETO Y. Ilocne T'OPBKOTI'O OIIBITA C
JIto YKaocu Maab4YUK CIUIIKOM XOpoIo ITIOHKNMaAJI, KaKne I'psA3HbI€ MBICIIA GHY}KI[aIOT B I'OJIOBE 3TOI'O
CTaporo eBHyXa.

— BuITE HEe MOXKeT, — yBepeHHO noKadasn rojgosoi My FOansioH, Korga Kon 1341136 mogenuncs
CBOMMHU CTpaxaMiu. — MMIepaTpuiia CIMIIKOM YMHA, 4YTOOH yCTpauBaTh CTOIL 6ECCMBICIIEHHOE
MOKYyIleHne. — [IPUHII IPUIITYPUICS, BOCKPEIIAs B ITaMSATH COOBITUS MPOIIION XKU3HU. — [IOMHUTCS,
faxe KOorfa cTapas yepellaxa MCIYCTHIIa OyX, MaTyIIKa-uMIepaTpulla OCTaBanlach XXK1Ba-30p0Ba.
Ecnu Gkl OHA caMa He peluia OTOUTH OT [iesl, MOY ITyTh K MPECTOJTy BPSI[ JIM OKa3ascs Obl TAKUM
TJIaJKHM...

OTKaNUISBIIKCH, OH HOOABUII:

— [ToMsHE MO€ CJI0BO, ¥ CTapyX4 IPUIPSTaH APYroX Ty3 B PyKaBe.

Kon LI3113bI HE CTall pacClpalinuBaTh 0 puHale TOM OIpaMbl, Ja ¥ caM IIPUHII He CIIEIIN PacCKpPHIBaTh
BCe KapTHl. [1o ero cjoBaM, CIIUIIKOM TOYHEIE ITpecKa3aHus OymyInero MOT/IM UCKa3uTh PEaIbHOCTD,
JIAIas BO3MOXKHOCTHY TPE3BO aHAIU3UpPOBaTh Melouu. OH JIUIIb BCKOJIb3b YIIOMSHYJI, YTO B €0
IIPOIIJION KM3HU TJIaBHBIMU FepPOsIMU 3TOM MCTOPUHU OKa3anuch My FOanbcu u [leBATHIY NpuHI. [IBE
MMIIEPaTOPCKHUE KyMYLIKN YXUTPUJIUCH BBIHIOXATh CJIefl, BEAIINHI K OQHOMY U3 K/II0YEBBIX MUHHACTPOB
IOBOPA, XOTS HAaCKOJIbKO ITPaBOUBLIMU OBIIIM Te 00BUHEHMS, HUKTO 10 KOHIIA TaK U He Y3Hall.

Ho Teneps ucropus coesnana KpyToud noBopoT. My FOaHbcu u [1€BATHIM IIPUHL] BHE3AIIHO CJIETIIH C
TSI2KEJION IIPOCTYOM U y2Ke MecCsI] He MOSIBIIANUAChE Ha 3aHATUSAX. Kyfa Tenepsb MOBEepPHET KOJIEeCO
cynp06n1, My FOaHbIoOH TpefcKa3aTh He pelIascs.

A Bot y Kos 1311351 CO3pes COOCTBEHHBIN IIJIaH.

[Toka BeCh OBOPEL IIOJTHUJICS TAHUYECKUMU CJIyXaMH, OH BIIEPBble HaPYILIUJI CTPOTUY 3ampeT My
HOanbioHa U B TaliHe ITOKUHYJI IOKOU ABOPIA brioaHsb.

«THI e CTBUTEIIBHO TOTOB TaK PHCKOBATh?» — 3aTpelan B ronose ronoc HacraBuuka-snbda 311.

Manpuuk mpoMosiyail.



IBopelr YuCTOTO CIIOKOMCTBUS JaBHO YTPATHUIT OBIJIOE BEJIUKONENNE. B €ro MONMyTEMHBIX, ITPOIAXIINX
671arOBOHUSIMY 3aj1aX O0UTAJH JIUIITh HECKOJIBKO IIPEeCTapesIbX CIYT, COXPAaHUBIINX BEPHOCTh
ONaJILHOH I'oCIoXKe.

OpnuH 13 CTaphIX eBHYX0B OEeCIIyMHO IPUOIU3UIICS K MOJISIIeNcs XKeHIIMHe U YTO-TO THXO
IIpOIIeNnTal ey Ha yXo.

BroBcTByIOIIas uMIepaTpulla Ha MTHOBEHME IlepecTalia nepebuparth 4eTku. M3 ee rpyau BHIPBaCs
THUXUHM B3OOX:

— IlycTh BoMeT.

[Iunb-goH! [To3mpaBnsgem! Mrpok akTUBHpOBa LEN0YKy 3aganuii OCHOBHOTO KBecTa 2: [[BOPLIOBEIE
pacmpu]

[3Tam mepBhIi: 3aBOeBaTh [OBEPHE BAOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEPATPHULIbI]

[Onucanue 3amanus: [loroBapuBaT, IOYTEHHAS TOCIIOXKA MUTAET CIa00CTh K IOHBIM U HEKHBIM
co3mauuaMm. [Toguaxmu, 6oer!]
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