Brirnapen L[3saup Y Mmpausee Tyun. Byaro Cu Cu TOJIBKO YTO COBEPIINI KAKOe-TO TSIXKKOe
IIPECTYIJIEHHUE.

FOno1a o6epHyscs U, cierka pobest mepef TSIXKeJIbIM B3TJIII0M, TUX0 IIPOHU3HEC:

— 30paBCTBYiiTe, KUHOUMITIEPATOpP LI35HB.

35 U cMepun ero X0I0gHEIM B30POM.

— KuTb CO MHO¥ B OHOI TTajlaTKe — 3TO AJisi TeOs TaKOe CypoBOe HaKa3aHue?

— [ITa 9TO BHI, KaK MOxkHO! — Cu Cu mocneirHo 3amMaxan pykaMu. — f mpocTto 60s1cst Bac
IOTPeBOXKUTh. CIITI0 HECTIOKOWHO, BOPOYal0Ch, fla ellle ¥ Xparljiio, ObIBAeT, OTIYIIUTENbHO.

L3sub M 6pocum Ha HETro elle OOUH KOPOTKHH B3TJISA M MOTYa 3allaras JabIIle.

K Cu Cu c mmpoxko# ynsibkoit nogomren Y F0s.

—H IMo4YeMy MHE KaXKeTCd, 4YTO TEl 1O CMEPTH OOMIIILCST HAIIIETO BEJIMKOT0 KI/IHOI/IMHepaTOpa?

Cu Cu HaIlTyCTHJI Ha cebs IIpeanebHOo CGpBG3HBII:I BUO U 3aTrOBOPIMUYECKH IIPOIIEIITAI:

— V¥V Hero aypa CIMIIKOM MOIHas. Horu camMu mogKaIuBaTCsl, HUUYEero He MOTy C co00M IofieaTh.

CBIl"paHO OBITI0O HACTOJIBKO YGGJII/ITGJ'IBHO, yto Y FO3 He BEITEP2KAJI ¥ IIOKATUJICA CO CMEXY.

— Hy 181 1 yMopa! X0Ts1, 3Haelb, TH TaK CKJIagHO 3a/IMBaJl IIPO CBOM O0TaTHIPCKUY Xpall, 4To LI3gHb
U, KaxeTcs, 0eUCTBUTEILHO TOBEPUI.

— Tax s Ons Toro u crapasucs, — nogMuruyn Cu Cu.

Y KO3 mpyxkecKy MproOHST ero 3a IjIeu, yBieKas 3a co00i BBepX 110 TPOIIE.

[lepumuit vyTh Buepenu LI3sub M HeBombHO 00epHYICS Ha 9TOT kKecT. OH cTan elre 60j1ee CyPOBBIM.

— Bpat V, moporoi, Hy HeyXKeJld HUKaK Hellb3s IIepeTacoBaTh naphl? — Cu Cu IpeanpuHsI elle
OIHY OTYasHHYIO IIONBITKY U3MEHUTh y4acTh. — Hampumep, mocenuTs MeHs ¢ To60#? HaM Benib
TOYHO OymeT o ueM mo6oITaTh B My TH.



— ITounumaets, Cu Cu, — couyBCTBEHHO ynrIOHYCS Y KO3, — MHe BOOOIIE CO BCEMHU €CTh 0 YeM
1000JITaTE.

Cu Cu KapTUHHO JIMIINAICS Hapa Peyu.

— A 4-TO gymar, MBI pOLCTBeHHEIe ayiiu! bpaT Y, T paHu MeHs B caMOe CepAle.

— IIa nagHO TebGe, pOACTBEHHBIE, KOHEYHO. TyT MOXKeEIIbL He COMHEBAThHCS.

Cu Cu xoTen ObIJI0 OTIIYTUTHCS, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT MUMO HUX CTPEMUTEJILHEIM IIaroM mporen L[3sHb
H. OH ocekcs, IpoBoXKas B3IJIALOM €ro IPSAMYIO CIUHY.

— Cnyma#, 6paT ¥, Korfa s MOANKUCHBalI KOHTPAKT, MMeHU KWHOMMIlepaTopa LI3sgHs B CIIuCKax He
0p110. YTO-TO H3MEHHUIOCH B IIOCTIENHUA MOMEHT?

— Yero 9T0 TH TaK UM UHTEPECYelIbCsa? f HauuHal peBHOBaTh, — paccMmessica Y 0.

Cu Cu WyTIUBO TOJIKHYJI €r0 JIOKTEM.

— Bpart V, ma s Tonpko Tebe ¥ MOTY Takoe moBepuTh! MHe Xe ¢ HUM B OIHOM ITajlaTKe HOYeBaTh.
Hapmo xoTh HeMHOT0 pa3BefiaTh 00CTaHOBKY pafgu COOCTBEHHOTO CIIaCeHHUS.

— Jlagno, y6emun. Ho BooGIie-To MeHs ropa3mo 60Jblile MHTEPECYIOT CIeTHH 0 Tebe caMoM. PaHbIie
0 TeOe HUKTO B MHAYCTPHUK U He CIIHIIIA, [0y Y HaC PeHTHHT0BOE, TPOOUTLCS Clofla Tskemo. Y TyT
THI — ITOSIBUJICS U3 HUOTKyMa. Kak TyT He CTPOUTH MOTAgKu?

— Hy xopot1o, TonpKO0 He Mafai B 00MOPOK, KOT'/Ia YCIIBILIIUIIb, — 3aT0BOPIIUYECKH YIbIOHYICS Cu
Cu.

— O, g ToXe X04y IoCNyIIaTh! BOpyr u MeHs Hamyraeub? — K HUM IpucoeguHmiacsk Jluns FO#, a
CIIefoM 3a Hell ceMeHua oHast Mao CHHBIO3.

Cu Cu Terio IompuBETCTBOBAI AEBYIIEK. 3aTeEM, TOHU3UB I'0JIOC 10 TAMHCTBEHHOIO LIIETI0Ta, Haval:

— Iemo 6v110 Tak. Moy g Kak-TO IO yIuIle, ¥ TYT MEHS 3a PyKaB XBaTaeT He3HaKoMell. CIIpalBaeT:
«XoyelIb cTaTh 3Be3001?» Hy, g1 u cornacuics. [looMaxHyI KOHTPAKT, faxe He TIIaas.

OH cpenan 3¢ dekTHYIO Iaysy.

— A IIOTOM 0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 3TUM He3HakoMmIleM Obll 1I3aH fHE.



— 1I3gu AHB?! — XOPOM axXHYIH BCE TPOE.

Cu Cu n300pas3uil Ha ulle KpaliHee HeloyMeHNe U KUBHYI. Brito 3a0aBHO HaOMIOaTh, Kak
U3yMJIEHHE Ha JIUIAX KOJIJIET CMEHSIETCS JIETKOW 3aBUCThIO, @ 3aTeM HEMBEIM BOIIPOCOM: «Ilouemy
nogo0HEIE TOJAPKY CYAbOB HUKOTIa He JOCTAIOTCST MHe?» TaKast peaKIUs eTo BIIOJTHE YCTPOHUIIA.
I'maBHOe, 4TO He OBITIO 37T00LI MIIM OTKPHITOM HEMPUSI3HHU.

Cu Cu BHOBB ITOCMOTpEJI BIepes, e Bhimarusaii Li3sas Y. C merko 3abpoIeHHEM Ha II71e40
PIOK3aKOM TOT JBUTAJICSI CTPEMHUTEJILHO U YBEPEHHO, faXKe He IJIAAs 10 cTopoHaM. OH onpefiesieHHO
IIpULIEeNI CIofa pafyu KaKou-TO KOHKPETHOMU 11eJid, a BOBCE He pafil ChbeMOK B pa3BJieKaTeIbHOM IOy .

— U Bce-Taku, HeyXkeNnu HUKTO He 3HAET, I0YEeMY BeJIMKUY KHHOUMIIEPATOP PELIUTI K HaM
IIPUCOEOUHUTLCA? — YIIPSAMO BepHYICcH K TeMe Cu Cu.

JIuns KOui IIpociieguiia 34 €ro B3rIdO0M U TUXO IIPOMU3HEeCa:

— Crnmplllana, y HEro TyT KaKOoe-TO JINYHOe [esi0. ['0BOpsT, OH caM CBsi3aJicd C IpofrcepaMu. U,
mpefcTaBb cebe, 0TKa3ascs OT roHopapa.

— Kaxk 310 — GecmatHo? — omemun Cu Cu.

— TouHo Tebe roBopwo. Takoe MU0 B MEIIKe He YTAUIIIh.

Cu Cu 3aJyM4YH1BO ITIOCMOTPEJI B CIIMHY UAYINEMY BIIEpEON MyXK4YHUHE. YTO MOT/I0 3aCTaBUTh 3BE3Nny
TAKOI'0 MaciTaba 0TKa3aThCs OT MUJIJIMOHOB?

Bckope onepaTope! Tofany 3HaK — Havdajlach 3aluch. Pa3roBophl TYT XKe IPUHSIIN HYKHOE PYCIIO.
Kaxpmreiii cTapascst BeIIATh M0O0ITbIIe MHTEPECHBIX ()aKTOB 0 cefe, IOUTYTUTh UIIHA TTOHETUThCS
3a0aBHOM HCTOPUENH — IIPOAIOCEPEI TOIHKO IIPUBETCTBOBAIY 1000 MaTepuaJl, IOBHIIIAIOIINHA
PEUTHHTH.

— Cu Cu, KaKOBO 9TO — B IIEPBHIA XK€ NeHb CheMOK KapaOKaThCs Ha TAKyI0 KPYTU3HY? — 3aKHUHYII
ymouky V F0a, paboTas Ha Kamepy.

Cu Cu cpgemnan 3aJyM4YuBO€ JIMIO, a4 3aTeéM, KOMUYHO OKPYTJIUB I'JIa3d, BbIOAIl:

— Ecnu 4ecTHO... MHE XKyTKOBaTO!

B ero romoce CKBO3UIIO JIETKOE, HauTrpaHHOE IIPpEYBEIINYEHNEe, HO CBITPAHO OBITIO TAaK TOHKO, 49TO
3PUTEJIb HaBEPHAKA CPa3y IIPOHUKCA OBl K HEMY CUMIIATHEH.



— W 4gero xe TH Ooutibcsi? — mopbirpan Y Ha.

— Hawm xe npupmeTcss HOYeBaTh Ha CAaMOM BEPIIIHHE, a S 00 cMepTHu 0010Cch TeMHOTHI! IIpeacraBbTe:
BETEP BOET, IajlaTKa XOAYHOM XO[UT, a 51 TaM OfAUH-OANHEIIeHEeK JPOXKY OT CTpaxa, — I10XKaJioBaIcs
Cu Cu.

JInnp HOii 1 Mao CuHBI03 He BhIiepKajly U IPHICHYJIY, @ 32 HUMHU paccMessicsa u Y K05, MBICTIEHHO
IIOXBaJIMB HOBUYKA 3a YMEHUE [epxKaTh Kaap.

— He 6Goticst, ecnu 94To — 5 Tebs 3aIuiry, — TYT ke moobeman Y 10s.

— U a nomory, — c ynbiOKoi KuBHYyna JIuas FO.

— IImroc oguH, — TUX0 HoOasuia Mao CHHEBIOI.

— Hy Bce, nosmnto Ha cnoBe! Bes Hapjexpna Ha Bac, — paccmesiica Cu Cu.

Y 05 noka3san kKecCT «Bce I0f KOHTPOJIEM».

Onnako 6n11xKe K BepIIMHe IIyTKY NOyTUXIX. [IpeofosieB ONOBUHY IyTH, NEBYIIKYA Hadyall 3aMeTHO
CHaBaTh, XOTS UX BEIIM HECITM aCCUCTEHTHEL. MyXYMHaAM 3Ke MPUXOAUIIOCH TALTUTh CBOE CHaApPSIKEHHE
camuM. [TycTh moknaxa Oblsla ¥ HEBENIMKA, HO KapaOKaThCs 110 KPYTOMY CKIIOHY C TSIKEJIBIM
PIOK3aKOM 3a IIJleyaMy — TO ellle YOOBOJIbCTBYUe. Horu HanuBanuch CBUHIIOM, IbIXxaHUe COMBAIOCh.

[Toka Bce ocTayibHEIE BEIOMBAMKUCh U3 Cull, LI3siHE M mBUTANCS BIEpen Tak JIeTKO, CJIOBHO
TTPOTYIUBAJICS 110 POBHOM asjee.

Boobe-To, B mpominoi xxu3Hu Cu Cu ToXe He yCTyIall eMy B BEIHOCTIUBOCTU. Ho moce Toro
nafeHus KaX/abli 1Iar faBajcs eMy C TPYIOM — IIPUXONUIIOCh OYKBaIbHO 3aCTaBNIAThL ceOst
IIepecTaB/IsATh HOTH, YTOOBI OHU He APOKasy OT MOACTyNalomel MaHuKU. Kakoe yX TyT «Halerke».

C moMeHTa ero ru0eu Ha 9TOM CaMoii rope IPOLIIO efiBa I ABe Hemenu. Kakoi HOpManbHBIN
YeJI0BEK COTJIAaCUTCS Tak OLICTPO BEPHYTHCS Ha MECTO COOCTBeHHOM cMepTu? HaBepHOe, TOIBKO OH
OJIMH.

Or aToit MeIcnu B Ayire Cu Cu mogHSATAch HeOXKUIAHHAS BOJIHA YIPSIMOU ropmocTtu. Horu cioBHO
HaJIMJIMCh HOBOY CHJIOH, ¥ OH YIIPSIMO 3alllarasl AajibIie.

K cymepkaM n3MoTaHHas Ipylna HaKoHeI] fobpaack 10 CTOSSHKY HenofaneKy oT BepmuHbl. Cu Cu,
HarjeBaB Ha KpyxXalll¥e Hafl TOJI0BOU OPOHEI, IIEPBEIM PYXHYJI IPSAMO Ha KaMEHUCTYI0 3eMIIIO0.



OHu mpuiya. UMeHHO 0TCI0[a OH ¥ COPBAaJIC.

[Tnomagka mpeacTaBisiia co00M MPOCTOPHOE POBHOE IIaTo. [Jaxke ¢ y4eTOM CheMOYHOM TPYIIIIEL —
YyeJlI0BEK BOCEMbBIECST CO BCeM 000pymoBaHWeM — 3IeCh 0CTaBaloCh MOIHO MecTa. [1o BceMy
IIepUMETPY OIaCHBIN 00PHIB OB OTOPOXKEH TAKEJIBIMU KeJIe3HBIMU LIeTIMHU.

«HW 3ayeM MeHs TOT[ia IIOHECTIO B TOT 3a0POIIEHHBIN yroin?» — yHbBUIO0 mogyman Cu Cu. MecTto Tam
OBLIIO0 YKPOMHOE, CKPHITOE OT YyXKuX ria3. CTOUIO OCTYIUTHCS, TPOCKOIL3HYTh IO LIeTIbI0 — U BCe.
KopoTkuii BCKPUK, a fajbllle — JIUIIL CBACT BETpa B yIIax.

Cu Cu cupen Ha XOJIOOHOU 3eMJle, TS Ha CBOU BBITAHYTBIE HOTH. On YyBCTBOBaAJI, KaK OHM JpPOXKarT.
Kaxk ObI OH HU IIBITAJICS TIIONaBUTh BHYTPEHHIOIO NPOXKb, YHATE €€ He II0JIy4aJIOCh.

— Heyxenu Tak CUIIbHO BHITOXKUIICSA? — Ipucen pspoM Y K03, ¢ ynrbKoi KMBHYB Ha €T0 TPSCYIIUECs
KOJIEHHU.

— JJaBHEHBKO 51 TaK HE pa3MHUHAJICS, — BEIMy4eHHO yIbIOHYICS Cu Cu. — BOT HOTH ¥ YCTPOUIHU MHE
3a0aCTOBKYy.

Y 03 nopHsCcs U APYKECKHU MOXJI0Nal ero Io mnieyy:

— JlapgHO, oTABIXau moKa. [lokay moMory C najaTKaMu.

Ou Gpocu B3rysn B CTOPOHY LI3stHb M 1 TOKavan ro0BOM:

— Kaxertcst, ceropmnst Te0e Bce-TaKu IIPUIETCS CIIaTh B TOPAOM OOHHOYECTBe. Hall KHUHOMMIIEPATOP
000CHOBaJICS Ha IPUINYHOM oTiInOe. Takoe 9yBCTBO, OYATO OH IPUILIEN CIOfa 3aHAThCS
CcaMoCo3epIlaHreM. 3aueM CTABUTh IaJIaTKy Y camMoro oOphiBa? O XKU3HU TOPA3MBIIIISTh?

Cu Cu mpocenun 3a ero B3TJIIA0M, U B Ty XkKe CEeKYHAY ero cepAile IPOIyCTHIIO yAap, a caM OH
TI0XOJIOZIENT OT MIOACTYIIUBIIETO yKaca.

[I3sup U nocraBui najaTky IpakTu4ecku TaM, oTkyga Cu Cu copBasicsl B IIPONacCTh!

On PBAHYJICA OBIJIO BCTATh, YTOOKI T0OEKATE U IIpenynpegnuTe My>XK4YuHY 00 OITaCHOCTH, HO B 9TOT
MOMeHT LI3sHb U, YXKe 3aKOHYHUBIIIHM BO3UTHCS CO CHapAXKeHneM, CaM HAlIPpaBHUJICA K OCTAJIbHBIM. Cu
Cu 3acTaBui ce0st 0CTaThCS Ha MeCTe.

Becnk Beuep, MOKa CheMOYHAs TPYIINa 3alKckiBaja o0Imue cueHsl y Koctpa, Cu Cu He CBOAMII I'/Ta3 C
L3stab M. OH BhIKUOAT YOOOHOTO MOMEHTA, YTOOB! IIePEeTOBOPHUTHL HaedrHe, HO IO CaMOT0 KOHIIA
CHEMOK eMy TaK ¥ He IIPeCTaBUIOCh BO3MOKHOCTH.



Hakonen Y }0s fomen mociequio0 6annany, ¥ pexuccep 00bIBU 0TO0H. LI3sHb W TYT Ke MOmHSICS
¥ MOJTYa HANPaBWJICSI K CBOEMY JIarepio ¥ 0OPHIBa.

[TonuMmasi, yto ynyckaeT BpeMs, Cu Cu maxe He CTal UCKaTh [TajlaTKy, KOTOPYIO €My IPUTOTOBUT Y
FOs, u mocnemun crenoM 3a yXOAsaIUM MyKYUHOM.

OpraHu3aTopsl, pa3ymMeeTcs, Mo3ab0THINCh 0 6€30IMaCHOCTH U YCTAHOBUIIU Ha IIJIATO HECKOJIBKO
IIPOKEKTOPOB, HO UX TYCKJIOTO CBETA e[Ba XBaTaJio Ha CaMble BaKHbIE y4aCTKU. TPOIMHKA, 110
kKotopou Cu Cu wmen Bciep 3a L[3gHb W, TOHYNaA B T'yCTOM, BA3KOU TeMHOTe. [log HoraMu HU4Yero He
OBLIIO BUOHO.

s Cu Cu 3TOT noIyMpak IpeBpaTUiICs B HaCTOAIINUU Kommap. Kakablii HeBEPHBIN I1aTr 0KUBJISAI B
IaMsATH JiefleHsIIe OyIly BOCIOMUHAHUSA 0 ageHun. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK KOJIEHU IIpefaTeIbCKI
moaru6aloTCs, a AhIXaHUe IepexXBaThBAET OT IIePBOOLITHOTO CTpaxa.

OH 0CTOPOKHO ITPOOHPAJICS Ha OIIyIb, 60SCh OCTYIUTLCS, KaK BAPYT HATKHYJICS Ha YbI0-TO IIMPOKYIO
cnuny. OT HeoxupanHocTu Cu Cu eiBa He BCKPUKHYIL.

[I3sup U pE3KO0 pa3BepHYIICH.

— Ilouyemy THI UpeIIb 3a MHOU?

Cu Cu pacTepssHHO MOPTHYJI, a 3aTeM orfspaesncs. CaMy TOTO He 3aMedast, OHU BHIIIIY K ITajlaTKe
LI3ssab M. B cmabom cBeTe OABECHOTO ITOXOMHOT0 GpoHapst OH 00epHYIICsS Ha3am. [ TaBHEIM Tarepb
OCTaJICS ajeKo 1Mo3agu — CKBO3b HOYHYIO MTJIy efBa Mpo6KUBaIuCh KPOIIeYHble, KaK CBETIISYKH,
OTOHBKH YyXKHX CTOSTHOK. PaccTOssHUME Ka3aj0Ch HETTPEOMOIMMEIM, @ TEMHOTA MEXIY HUMH —
abCOTIOTHO HEITPOHUIIAEMOM.

Cu Cu mocMOTpeJ o HOTH, B YePHYIO MyCTOTY, U C Y2KacOM IIOHS: ClelaTh 0OPAaTHO XOTs OFI Iar B
OOWHOYKY OH (pU3MYeCcKH He CIIOCOOeH.
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