Cu Cu BO BCe Ia3sa MbITajcs pa3riadnoeThb, 4YTO 3TO 3a MATKOCTE KOCHYJIACh €ro ry6.

[Tox mimoTHEIM GyMaxkKHBIM KYTIOJIOM LIapy/I KPOMEITHBEINM MpakK, ¥ OH He MOT YBUAETh naxe L[3sHb U,
CTOSIBILIETO BIJIOTHYI0. OCTaBasIOCh JIUIIb YYBCTBOBATh 9TO MUMOJIETHOE TPHKOCHOBEHUE.

«3T0... TyO8I 1[38HE U?»

He ycnen Cu Cu oco3HaTh Ipoucxopsiiee, Kak a¢eMepHoe olnyiieHre 6eccienHo pacTtasno. CKBO3b
IIpopexy Haydas IPoO0MBAThCS CBET — COTPYAHUKM HaKOHeI] c000pa3uny yOpaTh PyXHYBIINH
OyMaxKHBIY 3aHaBEC.

B pacceusatomemMcs monympake Cu Cu pasrnsigen nutio 1I3sub Y. OHo 651710 MpauHee TPO30BOM
Tyun. [IoCMOTPETh Ha HETOo elll€ pa3 ¥ apHs MOIPOCTY He XBaTUIIO AyXY.

EMy 10 cMepTH X0TeI0Ch 00BSICHUTBCS: 3TOT MOLeNIyH — YKUCTas CTy4altHOCTh, HEJIeMoe CoBafieHue!
ByMaxHBbI# TUCT yIas, YBIEK UX 3a COO0M, M OHU MIPOCTO CTONKHYNMKUCh. HO, moKOoCcHBIIKCH Ha L[39HB
Y, Cu Cu nuiib CTI0THYN U 671aropa3yMHO IMIPUKYCUIT s13bIK. Ceiidac SBHO He CTOMJIO ITyCKAThCS B
neTanbHbe Pa300phl IPUYMH U CIELCTBHAY POKOBOTO MHIIUAEHTA.

Crowuo pabouyuM OKOHYATENTbHO YOpaTh 3aBa, Kak Cu Cu, efBa MPOMOPTaBILIUCh, YCIIE 3aMETUTD
JIALIBb yaansiomyocs cnuny L3saap Y. TOT cTpeMUTETbHBIM IIIaroM IMOKUAA CbEMOYHBINM I1aBUIBOH.

«Heyxenu 3TO U €CTh IPECIIOBYTast 3BE3AHAs 60JI€3Hb? — PACTEPSHHO OAyMasl oH. — Heyxenu us-
3a TJIYIIOM HAKJIaJK¥ CO CTOPOHHI ITIEPCOHAJIA OH TOTOB COPBATh ChEMKY U YUTH?»

Cu Cu comypwuics, T BCIen yulenmemMy KuaouMmnepatopy. Het, 65ITh Takoro He MoxkeT. Ero
KyMUD BCETfIa CIaBUIICS 6e3ympeyHrM mpodeccruorHanu3MoM. I'Tyno ryouTs 3apaboTaHHYIO0 TOqaMK
PEmyTaIuio W3-3a HeJIeIoN CIIy4alHOCTH.

3abecnokousck, Cu Cu KOPOTKO U3BUHUJICS IIepell CbEMOYHOM I'PYIIIION U IIOCIIEIINIT CIIEIOM.

Y camoro BeIX0Za OH HOC K HOCY CTOJIKHYJICS ¢ ['yaH MuHOM. Pa3 yXk MeHenxep ocTaBajiCd Ha MeCTe,
3HauuT, LI3sHb U He cobupascs ycTpauBaTh CKaHAas U ye3xaTb. Paccripocus I'yan Muna, Cu Cu
BBISICHUJI, YTO aKTEP IIPOCTO OTOLIET B YOOPHYIO.

[Tokone6aBIIIICh CEeKYHIY, OH PEHInJI IIOIIBITATh CHACThd TdM.

[TpoBoxkas ero B3rsamoM, ['yaH MuH 1mokadas rojsioBo# u TUX0 mpobopMoTan cebe mof HOC:

— [la, ITapeHb I[eI7ICTBI/ITeJ'[BHO U3MEHUIICA.
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3aupgd B TyaneTHyi0o KoMHaty, Cu Cu 3aMmep: LI3siHb M cTOSN mepen paKOBUHOM U 02KECTOYEHHO, 10
KPaCHOTHI, TEP I'yOLI BOMIOM.

Cu Cu TONBKO U CMOT YTO 6€33BYYHO OTKPHITH POT.

L1351 W GBI HACTONBKO MOTJIONIEH 3TUM 3aHSITHEM, YTO HaXKe He 3aMEeTHUJI IIOSIBIIEHUE TOCTS.
HaGmiomast 3a ero BapBapCKuMu MaHUMynSusiMu, Cu Cu ITOMOPIIUIICS — Ha 3TO HaXKe CMOTPETh
65110 6071bHO. C KaKO# XKe CUJION HYyKHO TePETh KOXKY?

— Bemukuii kuHoumnepaTop LI3sHb, B ceiigac MPOCTO pacTalThHBAeTe MOE MYKCKOe NOCTOMHCTBO,
— He Beigepxkan Cu Cu.

[IBuxenus L13aup 1 MrHOBeHHO 3amepnu. OH MeJIeHHO MMOOHSJI TOJIOBY U YCTaBUJICS Ha OTpaXKeHue
Cu Cu B 3epkajie. B ero ria3ax NpoMeJibKHYJIO UCKPEHHEEe U3yMJIeHUE, TYT XKe CMEHUBIIeeCs
JIeOTHEIM THEBOM.

— Tl emié u pecenoBaTh MEHSI CMeellb? — IPOLeNUI OH.

— BricnymaiiTe MeHs! — nocnemnHo 3aTapatopuil Cu Cu, BCKAALIBAsA PYKHU B IPUMUPUTEIEHOM
XKecTe. — OTO Befb YHUCTOU BOIHI CIy4alHOCTh, BepHO? Y BaM, KaK KHHOUMIIEPATOPY, U MHE,
«MaJIeHbKOMY ITPO3pavyHOMY» HOYHEWMY, IPUAETCS IPU3HATh OUeBUIHOE. f BOBCE He IJIaHUPOBaJ
HUYero nogo6Horo! f 4ecTHO MBITAJICS YTAIIUTh BaC B CTOPOHY, KOT{Ia 9TOT KAPTOH Haydas IafgaTh, HO
MBI 00a 3aMeIlKaKuCh, a IIOTOM KOHCTPYKLIUS PYXHYJa, Hac KayHYJIO APYT K APYTY...

C KaX[IBIM CJIOBOM €TI0 T'0JIOC CTAHOBHUJICS BCE THIIE U HEeyBEpEHHee. I3saup 1 IIOCMOTPEJI HaCTOJIBKO
IMyramwime, 9To Cu Cu UHCTHMHKTHBHO IIOISTUIICS K OBEpH.

— U k1O mpocun Tedst MeHsS TPoraTh? — JeISHBEIM TOHOM crpocun [I3sHp U.

— Tax BHI e 3aCTBIIA Ha MeCTe... BOT s u pemus momMouyb, — 3a6opmoTtan Cu Cu ¢ 00uIoH B rojoce.

— 4 3actein?! — 1I3sgup U efiBa He 3aphiyall. — f MPOCUYMTHIBANI TPAEKTOPUIO MTafleHus JeKopallly,
YTOOBI YKJIOHUTECS B IIPOTUBOIIONIOXKHYIO CTOPOHY!

— Mornu Gvl ¥ IpeIyIPenuTh, — eOBa CIHIIHO 6ypKHY cebe mox Hoc Cu Cu.

JIu1io KMHOMMIIepaTopa MOTEMHEJIO eIllé CUIIbHEE.

— IloBTOpPH, 4TO THI CKa3a!



Cu CH CIeIHo OTCTYIUI elllé Ha Iapy IIaros:

— Oii, mpocTtuTe! Bl Tak 3aBOPOKEHHO CMOTPEJIM BBEPX, UTO 5 MOAYMaJl... Hy, OYATO BEl OT CTpaxa
OIleIIeHEeJIH. .

VBHIEB, KaK y co0eceqHuKa HEPBHO OEPHYIOCH BeKO, Cu Cu 0CEKCS Ha IOJTyCJIOBE B PEe3KO
Pa3BepHYJICsS, HaMepeBasiCh MO30PHO COeXKaTh.

He ycnen on cpenats u mara, Kak L[3gHb M Kpenko cxBaTum ero 3a naedo. Cu Cu peIBKOM BTAILUIIU
00paTHO, ¥ 3a ero CIKUHOM C IIyXUM CTYKOM 3aXJIONHyJIach ABepb. CIenoM pa3maics Miead0K
II0BOPOTHOT'O 3aMKa.

— Ilocrorute... KunoumnepaTop LI3sHb, 3a4eM 3aMOK-TO 3aKphiBaTh? — Cu Cu HEPBHO CTJIOTHY]I,
YYBCTBYS, KaK BHYTPY BCE CXKUMaeTCs OT HefoOpOro nNpendyBCTBUsA. — Ecy Hac yBUIAT... IOUTYT
xke cnyxu! CrneteH He ob6epémcsi!

— Cnyxu? — LI3s8p U onacHO IPUIIypHUIICS, HAOBUTAsACh Ha HET0. — B 3TOM KOMHAaTe TOJIBKO THL U f1.
Ecnu HapyXy NPOCOYUTCSA XOTh OJHO CJIOBO, KaK AyMaelllb, C KOTO S CIYIIY LIKypy?

— Hy... ¢ Mens... — nponeneran Cu Cu.

— W THI BCephE3 IoJIaraelib, YTO IOCTIe 3TOT0 V CIJIETeH €CTh XOTh €UHbIN IIaHC TOSIBUTHCS?

Cu Cu 3aMoTaJt roIoBOM TakK aKTHBHO, YTO efiBa He 3apa00oTasl BEIBUX IIIEHU:

— Hu 3a yto! KHHHYCB, S JaXKe IMOA ITBITKAMHU He IMPU3HAKCh, YTO MBI TYT... YEOUHAIUCE.

I3sub U, KazKeTcs1, IIOTEMHEJI OT 3JI0CTH elllé Ha OOWH TOH.

— Yenuuanuce?!

— Mou Kocsk! i nanHys He ogyMaB, KOCHOSI3bIYKE 0foiienio! — 3anpuuntan Cu Cu, IATACH, IOKa
He YIEPCS CIIMHOM B XOJIOAHYIO IBEPE.

L35t U T11y60KO B3MOXHYJI, IBITAsICh BEPHYTH CaMoo0IalaHue:

— JlagHo. A Teneph faBall BEPHEMCS K TOMY, UTO IIPOM30IIIIO Ha CILIEHE.

— Hy... 370 Begb 00BIYHAS CIIyYalHOCTD. 3a TaKoe He Ka3HAT, BepHO? — Cu Cu 3auCKHBaloIIe
YNBIOHYJICS, XOTS ero B3TJIsH OBbIT MPUKOBAH K KyJTaKaM KHHOMMIIepaTopa.



<<Bp011e OBl U YCIIOKOHIJICA, a KyJIaKH CXKalJl TaK, YTO BEHEI B3OYJINCh», — C TOCKOH ImogyMall IIapeHs.

— Tak KT0, TOBOPHIIIb, TaM OLleIIeHeN OT CTpaXa? — BKpPaJuMBO, HO YyIpoxKarollle IOMHTEPeCOBacs
L3aup U.

— 4! — 6e3 konebanuit Bemanun Cu Cu. — 310 51 ucnyracs! Y MeHs IPOCTO HOTU MTOJKOCUIIUCE,
YeCTHOE CJI0BO!

OT Tako¥ MrHOBEHHOU U OeccThmHOM Kanutynsauuu L3sup Y gaxe onemmun. OH SBHO He 0XKUAAT,
YTO 3TOT ITapeHb YMEEeT TaK BUPTYO3HO Iepeo0yBaThCs Ha JieTy. He HaXomst CIOB, OH MPOCTO IpUXKail
Cu Cu K OBEpHOMY IOJIOTHY U SIPOCTHO IMOCMOTpPEJ Ha Hero.

U Tyt B mamsaTu LI3saHs M HempoIleHo BCIIBLI HefaBHUY 006pa3: Cu Cu, pacciabneHHO nexkalui Ha
IuBaHe, ero SpKue ryonl Ha QpoHe 6egHOM KOXKHU... A CJIeJOM 3a 3TUM — TO CaMoe, CMa3aHHOe, HO 10
0e3yMusi MATKOe IPUKOCHOBEHUe 110 OyMakHEIM 3aHaBecoM. XBaTKa LI3sHb M HEBOIBHO ocitabiia,
HO JIALIO €0 IIPU 9TOM CTaJI0 TeMHEee TPO30BOM TYUH.

[ToyyBCTBOBAB, YTO 3amaxjo xkapeHbM, Cu CH pelmit IPeaIpUHITh IOCIEeTHION 0TYasTHHYIO
TIOTIBITKY CIIACTH CBOIO IIKYPY:

— Kunoummnepatop LI3s5Hb, yCTh 3TO U BHIIIIO CTyYalHO, S BCE PAaBHO IMIPUHOIIY CaMbie TTTyOOKHe
M3BHHEHUs! ITO BCE MOs 3aTOPMOXKEHHOCTh. O6elao, s 3aiiMyCh TPEHUPOBKOM peaKIuy, YTOOR
Oorblle HUKOTIa, HY IIPU KaKKUX 00CTOSITENIbCTBAX HE [OMYCTUTh ITONOOHOT0 HEJopa3yMeHus!

OH c ommackoy MOKOCHUJICS Ha mmobeieBIye KOCTSIIKY IajIblleB akTépa. YTo cuenaTth, YTOOH 9TOT
yparaH yTux? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, IIOCTPaiaBIIel CTOPOHOM ObLI He TOJTbKO KHHOMMIIEPATOP.

«JI71s1 MeHSI 9TO BOOOIIe-TO OB MePBEIH MOIEYH B XKU3HU!» — MBICJIEHHO B3[JOXHYB, OH HEBOJILHO
ckopOes 0 cBoe yTpaueHHOM HEBUHHOCTH.

— 4 TyT, 3HAYHUT, CAEPXKUBAIOCH, a ¥ TeOs Ha JHlle TaKasd MUHa, OyATO TeOS OCKBEPHUTIUA? —
npouenun LI3sub Y, 3aMeTuB ero cKopOHBIN Bun. — UT0 9TO BOOOIIE 3HAYUT?

— Ho 970 ke Obl1 MO¥ ITePBHIM IOLENyH! — He mogyMas, Beimanui Cu Cu.

Crouo cioBaM COpBaThCS C s13bIKa, Kak Cu Cu MBICTIEeHHO fan cebe nmomeunHy. OmHaKO peakius
[I3sap U 0Ka3anachk BeCbMa KpaCHOPEUMBOM: TOT BHE3AIIHO 3aMep, a Ha ero Julle 0Tpa3usach Lnejas
raMMa CJIOXKHBIX 9MOITUH.

B ronose Cu Cu 3apofuiioch COBEPIIEHHO OUKOe, HEeBEPOSITHOE MTO03PEHHE.

«Benukuy kuHouMinepatop LI3sHs... [lorogute. Heyxkemnu A1 HEro 9TO TOXKe... B IEPBLIN pa3?»



JIuiio KWHOMMIIEepaTopa UCKA3uIoch Tak, 4To Cu Cu TyT XKe 6laropa3yMHO 3aXJIOMHYI POT.

Ho Ha py1ie y Hero MIrHOBEHHO TIOTeIieno. Pa3 yK Tak — OHU KBUTHL. [la u BOoOIIe, eCITH ITOAyMaTh,
Cu Cu maxe oCTasCsl B BRIUTPHIIIE. 3a0y4UTh IEPBHIN Mo1enyi caMoro L3sup H!

3aMeTHB, KaK MMapeHb pefaTenbCKu yabOnyics, LI3sHap Y pa3apak€HHO OPOCHIT:

— C ygero THI BoOO11Ie 9T0 B3s71? KTO Tebe cka3as MOmoOHYIO TTIYIOCTh?

«Jla TyT ¥ TOBOPUTH HUYETO HEe HAfI0, V BAC BCE Ha JIMIle HamucaHo», — nomyMmain Cu Cu.

Ho Bcnyx, padyMeeTcsi, 03By4uBaTh 3Ty MBICIIb He cTajl. 2Ku3Hb eMy Oblila elle gopora.

— IIa s Tak, IPOCTO JISMHY HayTaf, — MPUMHPHUTENIbHO YasIOHYICS oH. — IlIyTKa aT0. He
npuHUMalTe OIM3KO0 K CEepaly.

— K «BaM», — B ouepenHoOii pa3 JIeAsTHEIM TOHOM IOIpaBuil ero Li3sup U.

— Xopo1no, xopoio, K BaM. KunouMmnepaTop LI3sgHb, MOXKeET, OTIyCTUTE MeHs yxKe? CHaeTcs MHe,
IIepephLIB OKOHYEH, U ChEMKH BOT-BOT BO300HOBSATCS, — Cu CH BHIPAa3UTEILHO CKOCHUJI I'JIa3a Ha
IaJIbIIEl, [IO-IIPEKHEMY CXKMMaBIIINe ero BOPOTHUK.

— Otmyctuts? — LI3siHb U KpuBO ycMexHyscs. — Tebe He KaXKeTCs, UTO THl CIMLIKOM MHOT'OTO
X0yYelllb?

Cu Cu cnerka no6menHesn. OH 3aTpaBlIEHHO OTJISIOEIICS.

«He ormyctut? [Ipsimo 3aech? U uTo oH cobpascs genaTh? 3ampeT B KaOMHKe UJTU I'0JI0BOM B YHUTA3
MaKHET?»

MecTo gyt MECTH, Hafio IPU3HATh, OBIJIO KpaiiHe crenuduyecKuM. X0Th TyajleT ¥ CBEPKaJl YUCTOTOM,
OH BCE paBHO OCTaBaJiCcs 00IIeCTBEHHON YOOPHOM.

— Hy u Kak, 0-TBoeMy, s JOJIKeH C T060i MOCTyNUTL? — C UHTepecoM crpocun L3sub W, 3aMeTus
ero maHuKy. EMy maBHO He MOMagaIiuch HACTONLKO 3a6aBHbIe TEPCOHAXKM. [a ¥ BCS CUTyalus
OTHaBasia KakKuM-TO abCcypmaoM.

Cu Cu CrioTHYIL.

«Heyzxkenu Bcé OymeT Kak B JopaMax PO IIKOJIbHEIX Xy/TUTAaHOB?» — C COIPOTaHUEM IIOOyMall OH.



Us OPYyXKH4A 30eChb OblyIa TOJIBKO CAaHTEXHHKA, ¥ MBIC/IbL O TOM, YTO €ro ceryac GYI[YT TOIIUTH B
KPHUCTAJIBHO YHUCTOM YHHTA3€, OIITUMKH3Ma HE BHYIIIAJId.

Habmniopas 3a ero MeHsomumMcs nutoM, Li3saus U, kaxeTtcs, 6e3 Tpyfa NpoYuTal 3TH TaHU4YecKue
Meicnid. CHa4asa Ha ero Jiiile 0Tpa3uioch KpaiiHee U3yMJIeHKe, KOTOpoe TyT kKe CMEHUIIOCh
rioy0oydaitmum oTBpaileHueM. OH 3aKaTu riasa.

Cu Cu cpasy IOHSJ: er0o IPOYUTaIN KaK PACKPHITYI0 KHUTY.

— Hy BHI e caMu Tak yrpoxalollle HaBUCHH... — 3a0opmoTan Cu Cu B ompaBnanue. — Moé
BooOpaxkeHue TyT HU IIPU YEM. DTO JIUIIL JOKA3hIBAET, YTO S IPUPOKAEHHEIN akTED. ClleHnYecKas
daHTa3us y MEHS pa3BUTA HA BEICIIEM ypOBHE!

]_[3${Hb U KOPOTKO BCTPAXHYI €TI0 3a MIKUBOPOT, IIPUTATUBAA 6J'II/I}Ke, HO 3JIOCTh BHE3AIIHO
yJ1eTy4nJiaCh, YCTYIIUB MECTO T'JIYyXOMY Pa3OdPazKeHHUI0. CBSI3EIBATHCS C 9TUM YYOUKOM 0oJIbIIIe He
XO0T€eJ0Ch.

— YTo06HI C 9TOT0 THA AepxkKacs oT MeHs 3a Bepcty! [ToHsAn?

Cu Cu 3aKuBaJjl C TOTOBHOCTLI0 KUTAUCKOT0 O0IBAHYMKA:

— Jla-ma, koHeuyHo! Be3 mpo6neM! XoTh 3a IBe BEPCTHI, S TOIBKO 3a!

I3sup Y pe3ko pa3xkan nanbiel. Omapus Cu Cu HaAIOCIeI0K MHOTO3HAYWTEIbHEIM B3TISIO0M, OH
MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM, ¥ MTapeHb MOCIYIITHO OTCTYIIUII B CTOPOHY, 0CBOOOKas MPOXOf.

CTOMIIO OBEPH 3aXJIOMHYThCS 3a KHHOUMIIEPATOPOoM, Kak Cu CH IIIyMHO BBINOXHYJT U IIPUBAJIHIICT K
KOCSIKY.

— Hy u xapakTep... CIUIIKOM YK TSXKeJI0 ero 3afo0puTh, — Mpo6opMoTasl OH II0f HOC.

[TomoxmaB, MMOKa Iaru 3a ABepsio 3aTuxHyT, Cu Cu MeeHHO OOPET CIIeoM.

«JlepKaThbCs 3a BepcTy... M Kak MHe Temneph 11060BaThCs €ro IUIoM? BKUBYIO-TO OH BO CTO KpaT
KpacuBee, YeM Ha JTI0ObIX OTPETYIIIMPOBAHHBEIX CHUMKAX».

OH yHBIIO IJIEJICS IO KOPULOPY, oBecuB HOC. M moyeMy psamoMm ¢ LI3sgHb Y 0H BeYHO BBICTABISIET
ce0s oNHbIM UAroTOM? Benb cunTaeT ce6si cooOpa3uTebHEIM, a TYT CJIOBHO TJIyIIEEeT Ha riia3ax.

«Heyxemu ckymoyMue IIpexxHero Biafielblia Tejla Iepenanoch MHE 0 HacJIeICTBY?» — C TOCKOM
PA3MEIIIIST OH.



Korpga Cu Cu BepHYJICS B IIaBUIIbOH, BCe yKe Owltu B c6ope. KO3, Cymst 1o ero CUsoIneMy TUIly, yKe
yCIen pa3y3HaTh O Cy4YuBIneMcs uHiupeHTe. OH Tak u OypaBun Cu Cu TOJTHBIM ITPEABKYIIEHUS
B3TJIIIOM — €T0 XKaXK[a CIUIeTeH Oblyla CUIbHEee MHCTUHKTA CaMOCOXPaHEHHs.

Cu Cu 1eMOHCTPATHUBHO OTBEPHYJICS, IPOUTHOPHUPOBAB 9TO 6€3MOIBHOE BHIMOTATEECTBO
OIpPOOHOCTEH.

[I3saup U cTOSN 4yTh ITOOAAJH, Yepes Iapy 4esioBeK OT Hero. Ha nulle KuHOUMIIEpaToOpa CHOBa
3aCThljIa €To IPUBBIYHAsA, 0€3yIIPEeYHO BeXK/IMBas Macka. HUKTO U3 ChEMOYHOM I'PYIIEL HEe pellancs
OTKPHITO ISJIUTHCS Ha 3Be3Ay, 3aT0 Ha caMoro Cu Cu KOCUJIUCH IPAKTUYECKHU BCe.
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