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— Ia s Tak, manelieM B He6o TKHYJa, — yneibHynach Cso H0it. — ITIpocTo B MpUIOTE BBl TOKA3aJIUCh
MHE HEMHOTO... IPYyTUM.

Cu Cu cnerka N3yMUJICA. Croumno IMIPU3HATh: UHTYUIIUA ¥ €TI0 dCCUCTEHTKHU OblJa Ha 3aBUCTh T-IYTKOI‘/JI.

— OTO BCE IIOTOMY, YTO C BEJIUKUM KHHOMMIIEPATOpOM L[3s5HEeM HOpMalbHO IIOTOBOPUTH He
oJTy4unoch, — oTo3Bancsa Cu Cu. — TBoemy Opatily Cu Temepb TOIBKO M OCTAETCS, YTO JIOMaTh
TOJIOBY Hafl TeM, KaK CTJIafiuTh YIJIHL.

— Bpart Cy, y kuHOuMIIepaTopa LI34Hs U Tak XapakTep He caxap, — IIONbITalach yTelluTh ero Cgo
FO#1. — Thl... He IpUHUMAM BCE ONIU3KO K Cepflly, He U3BOAU Cebs.

— Ho MHe Beb x04eTcst ObITH IJI51 HETO XOTh KaleabKy 0COOEHHEIM, — C HallyCKHOM TOCKOM
npoTsaHyn Cu Cu. — Bcé-Taku MBI IIeJTy10 HOYb [eJIUJIX OOHY MajaTKy. ECu omyCTUTh MenKue
OIPOOHOCTH, CUMTAM, CIIa/IK B OMHOM ITIOCTEIIH.

Cs0 FO#1 ycTaBuiach Ha HEr0 B KpalHEM U3YMJIEHUU:

— Bpat Cu, TH 9TO ceidac CepbE3HO?

Cu Cu c abCoIoTHO CepbéSHHM BHUOOM IIOCMOTpEII Ha Hee:

— Pa3Be g n0xX0XK Ha IIyTHUKA?

Cso IO uckpenHe ucmyrasuacs:

— Bbpat Cu, npekpaimjaii, Tl MeHS IIyTraellb...

— Hapmo xe, Kakas THI IyT/IKBasi, — IPUTBOPHO HaxMypuiicsi Cu Cu. — U Kak MbI ¢ TOOOH masbIie
cpabotaemcsi?

B Agylie OH TaK U IIOKATEIBAJICA CO CMeEXY, U3 IIOCIIeAHUX CUJI CTaPaACh COXPAHUTE KaMEHHOE
BBEIPpaXKEeHHNe JINIIA. Ero MmaneHbKasi aCCHCTEHTKA Oblla IIPOCTO IIPEJIECTRIO.

— Bpart Cu, Hy XBaTUT MeHs Pa3bIrPEIBaTh, MHE HEJb3sl TEPSATh paboTy, — Kamo0HO 3axHbIKana Cso
0. — Ecnu MeHs yBOIAT, A Ke Cpa3y B JeIPeCCUlo BIamy...

Cu Cu OKOHYAaTEeIbHO CHaJICs U BeCeslo pacX0X0TasCs:



— JlagHO-MafiHO, OTCTABUTH Aempeccuio. TBoi 6paT Cu CIUIIKOM 6IaropofieH, YTOOb pacCTPauBaTh
IeBYIIEK.

Teneps yxke Csgo FOit HanycTuia Ha cebst CephE3HOCTh:

— Ho MHe Benb 1 IIpaBOa TOJIBKO 4YTO OBLTIO OYEHb T'PYCTHO.

OHa ycTaBuIaCh Ha HETO MHOTO3HAUMUTENTbHEIM B3TJISIIOM, 0€3MOJIBHO BOIpoIasi: «M Kak ThI
coOupaenIbCcs 3TO 3aTrIakKuBaTh?»

— IToBrImty 3apmiarty, — ¢ yiaei0koi mooberran Cu Cu.

Csto FO#t MmrHoBeHHO mpocusiia. OHa mpocTo 0603Kaa CBOETo LMIeApOro KOPMHUJIIbIIA, TOTOBOTO II0
1I000MY TIOBOAY YBETTUYHUTH OKJIA[.

— Bpar Cu, g Te0s1 060kaio! — TyT 3Ke 3aBepusia OHa €r0 B CBOEH IIPEeJaHHOCTH.

— 3Hal-3Halo, Y M€H{ TOJIIIEL IIOKJIOHHUKOB, — XMBIKHYJI Cu Cu.

— Ho s nmro60 Te6s cunbHee Bcex! — He coaBanach Cgo HOH.

— Hy-ny, — npotsauyn Cu Cu. — Crenaio BUA, YTO MIOBEPHUTI, U HE CTaHy HAllOMUHATh, YTO TBOS
IJlaMeHHas JI000Bb HAIPSIMYIO 3aBUCHUT OT KOJIMYECTBa HYJIe# B MOel 3apIjlaTHON BeIOMOCTH.

— Bpart Cu, Hy 3ayeM Tak pyOUThH NIpaBAy-MaTKy? — paccMmesinack Csgo 0. — CMoTpH, pa3mobiio
Bemb!

— A TBoM Gpat Cu Bcerfa pexeT IpaBay B I'7la3a, — ITapUpoBal OH, YCMEXHYBIINUCh. — JIafiHO, TTISTHD
yX&e, KTo TaM Te0s pa3biCKrBaeT. TenedoH BCIO mopory BUOpPUPYET.

— Pogutenu, — ynpyuénno B3poxHyna Cso FOi. — OnsiTh, HaBepHOE, 3a3bIBAl0T JOMOM, YTOOR Ha
CBHUlaHUeE BCIIENYIO OTIpaBuTh. Hu 3a 4uTo He noexny!

Cu Cu ynuBIIEHHO ITOKa4asl IoJI0BOH:

— He paHOBaTO 111 TBOMM POOUTENSIM IMaHUKOBATL? TH BEOb €IIeé COBCeM MOJIOAeHbKasl.

— Bor u g 0 ToMm ke, 6paT Cu! Ho y poguTene cBOS IOTUKaA: MM KaXKeTCs, YTO eciu Tebe CTYKHYIIO0
[BafLaTh, TO BCE, IOpa II0J BeHell, — I10KaJ0Baach OeByIIKa.



Cu Cu COUYBCTBEHHO YIIBIOHYIICS:

— YT0 XK, MOXKET, yCTPOUTh Tebe mapy gHel BRIXOIHBIX, YTOOH! TOJHSITH HaCTPoeHue?

Csio IOii efiBa He MOANPHITHY/IA Ha CHIEHBE OT BOCTOPra. B 3TOT MUr oHa OBllla TOTOBA MOJIMTHCS Ha
cBoero 6occa.

— Hy Bc€, nomnerye, a To BOGUTEIS CMyTUIIIL CBOUM OYPHBIM BOCTOPTOM.

I'nang, kak Cso KO Beceno 6ontaet ¢ BogutesieM, Cu Cu TUXOHBKO IIOCMEUBAJICA Ha 3aTHEM
CHIEHLe.

«HruIHeIH A KU3Hb CKJIaAblBaeTCA Kya JIy4llle pexHeu. Tak CTOUT JIU TaK yXK LenaaThcs 3a LI3gHb
N? MoxeT, He Hy>KHO HaBSI3bIBATLCS ?»

— Bpar Cu, s BeIMOY 30ech! — Beceso o6epHyIack K Hemy Cso i,

— Xoporuo, 6eperu ce6si, — momMaxaj OH ei pPyKOH.

— Mornopoii rocrioguH, Kyfa Teneps? B oduc uim foMon? — IOMHTEPECOBaICSd BOOUTEb.

— Hu tyma, vu Tyma, — Cu Cu mpoTsHyn eMy TenedoH ¢ OTKPHITOX KapToi. — OTBe3u MeHS BOT
Crofa.

Ha skpaHe cBeTHIaCh OTMETKA TOPOACKOT0 KIagouIia.

IIeHb KJIOHUJICS K Beuepy, TeHU yamuHsInuch, 1 Cu Cu HeBOJIbHO YCKopuI mmar. OH cobupascs mpocTo
IIpOBefaTh MOTHUITY, BEIPBaTh COPHYIO TPaBy da CTEPETh OCEBIIYIO IIbUIb. HO CTOUNIO eMy CBEPHYTH Ha
3HAKOMYIO ajljielo, KakK OH 3aCThUI Ha MeCTe.

Tam cHoBa ctosan LI3sgup U.

Cu Cu 3aMep, IOpaxKEHHBIN 10 IIyOUHE AyIIn. Temepb COMHEHUN He OCTaBajoch: LI3sHb M npuien
MMEHHO K ero, IpoIuio Morusne. Ha nnute mexarn cBexuil OykeT 1IBeTOB. KuHOUMIIEPATOD MOJT4a
BIJISIABIBAJICS B ITIOPTPET Ha KaMHE.

«3HAYUT, ¥ B TOT Pa3 OH IPUXOIUI UMEHHO KO MHe? HO KaK 3TO BO3SMOXKHO?»

«B mpomoi XU3HY S HUKOTA He mepecekancs ¢ LI3sup Y. [Jaxke eclid pacUIMpPUTh MO KPyT
o0I1IeHus BOeCITepo, 51 OBl BCE PaBHO [I0 HETO He MOTSIHYJCSI. Heyxkenu oH mpocTo omuoCs
MOTHJION ?»



Yem Oonbire Cu Cu ayMail 00 aToM, TeM Ooree Bep0HTH0171 Ka3aJlaCh 3Ta Hejenas MbICIb. Cuenas
FHyﬁoKI/Iﬁ BOOX, OH MEIJIEHHO HAIIPABUJICA K MYy2KYHHE.

Ho TyT B naMsTU BCIUIBUIN IIPENOCTEPEeReHUs, KoTophle L[3sHb Y 6pocumn eMy Ipu UX II€pBOM
BCTPEYE Ha 9TOM CaMOM MECTE.

«Tak OH BCE-TAK{ 3HAET MeHs UK HeT? YEPT BO3bMHU, MOXKET MHE KTO-HHOYIb 00BSICHUTD, KaKast
CBS3b CYIIECTBOBala MeXKAYy HaMH, 0 KOTOPOH s faxKe He MOf03peBan?»

— O, Benukuy kuHouMiepaTop LI3sHb! Kakas HeBeposiTHAS BCTpeda, — KaK MOXKHO
HeTPUHYXKIEHHee mo3nopoBascs Cu Cu, HalleIuB CaMyio OPYKeTI00HY0 VIBIOKY.

On 3aMeTu, Kak LI3sHp Y Ha MTHOBEHHKE 3aMellancsa — TOT IBHO He OXHUall ero YBUOETE.

Cu Cu TyT XKe IOCIIEIIHO OTCTYIINI Ha [Tapy I1aros:

— HpOIJ_Iy IIpOIIeHNd, 4 HEe XO0TeJI MEIIaTh BalllUM MBICIIAM.

I3sup U ogapu ero negsgHbIM B3T/ISA0M.

— Tl ¥ ctofja 3a MHOM yBS3aJicsi? — IMPOLeAn OH CKBO3b 3yObl. — Cu Cu, y TBoero 6ecCThIICTBa
B0OO11IEe ecTh mpefen? ['0ToB Ha i00ble TPSI3HBIE TPIOKH, JIUIIE OBl 3aTAlllUTh MEHS B IIOCTEJh?

OH cphemnas Ba CTPEMUTENILHEIX IIara BIEePEN, HaBUCas Hafl TapHeM.

«Jla He OvI7Io Takoro! Y B MBICTISIX HE mepxkarn!»

Cu Cu nmpuMUpHTENbHO BCKUHYI PYKHU Iepeq co00i ¥ TOPOILIMBO MOMISATHIICS Ha3af.

— BoBce Het, kuHOMMIIEepaTOp LI3siHE, BBl BCE HE TaK MOHSIN! — 3aTapaTOPUII OH, CIella
OTIpaBHATLCS. — 4 MPHUIIEN CIOfa IO TOW JKe MPUYKUHEe, YTO U B ITouTuTh mamsaTs Cu Cu!

[I3ssHb M pe3K0o 0CTaHOBHUIICS U IIOMPAYHE] elll€ CUIbHee.

— [loBTOpPH, 3a4eM THI 3eCh?

Cu Cu ykasan masblleM Ha HagrpoOue co CBOMM IIPOLUIHIM nMeHeM. [Ipuberath K IIOMOIIH
Cc0oOCTBEHHOTO IAMSTHUKA — [I0 TAKOT0 a0Cypma, MoxkKayi, HUKTO B MUpe eIré He JOKATHIBaJICs.

— ¢ npumeén HaBecTuTh Cu Cu, — TBEPOO IOBTOPHUII OH.



LI3stab M u3man KOPOTKHUM, ITOJTHBIN TPEe3PEeHUsT CMEIIOK:

— HaBectuts? U gaxke 6e3 IIBETOB, C IYCTHIMU PyKaMu?

Cu Cu ckocui rjia3a Ha CBOU IIyCTHIe JIafOHU. [[eMCTBUTE/IbHO, HU 1[BeTO4YKa. C OPYTrOd CTOPOHEL,
r1yno ObI0 OB TOKYTIaTh OYKET camMoMy cefe — K ueMy 3TH JIUIIHNE HexXHOCTU? OnHako ans L3sHb
Y 3710 BHIINIAEN0 KpaliHe IOg03PUTEIIbHO.

C MakcuMaJIbHO YECTHHIM BHOOM Cu Cu 3aroBOPHUJI CaAaMBIM ITPOHUKHOBEHHBIM TOHOM:

— 4 cobupasncs nmpocTo npubpaTh MOTUITY. BEIpBaTh COPHYIO TPaBY, MPOTEPETh MAMSITHUK. ..

— W TH myMaelns, s moBepio B 3TOT Open? — LI3ssHp M mocMOTpen Ha HEero Kak Ha YMaIUIIEHHOTO.

— Ho ato mpaBaa! — ropssuo Bo3pas3uin Cu Cu. — Mel ¢ HUM OBIITH HEBEPOSITHO Ou3Ku. [TouTH Kak
OpaThs.

— HacTtompko 6nmu3ku? — BHOBb yeMexHyIcs L3siHb M. — ThHI 3a KOr0 MeHs TpHHUMAaeIh? [lyMaellsb,
s IOBEPIO B 3Ty UYIIb?

— Knsuych BaM, kunoumMiepaTop L3siHb, — Cu Cu yMOJISIIoIIe 3arfisiHyJI eMy B I'Ia3a, CTapasiCh
U3/1y4aTh UCKPEHHOCTh. — Ho, 4ecTHO roBops, 5 ¥ caM He TOH03PeBaJsl, YTO Bl ObUIM 3HAKOMEI. Eciu
Obl 3HAJ paHbllle, MEXAY HaMU He BO3HUKJIIO OBl CTOJIBKO TOCAAHBIX HEIOPa3yMeHUiA.

— IMocnymai MmeHsi, — rojnoc LI3sHp M Tak ¥ CKBO3UJT MOTUJIBHBEIM X0JI0fOM. — He Hafelcsi, 94To TBOE
MM BBI30BET y MEHS JKaJI0CTh UJIM CHUCXOXKAeHUe. Ecu Th He yOepeLIbcsa 0TCiofa MpsiMo ceryac, 5
IIPUIIOMHIO Te0Oe BCe Te JIZKUBHIE CIIJIETHU B IIpecce. X04elllb TPOBEPUTh MOE TEPIIeHUEe?

— Kunoumneparop LI3sHb, KeM B BCE-TaKu eMy Ipuxoaunuch? — Cu Cu Tak 0TYasiHHO KaxKpaal
y3HaTh IIpaBay, YTO HAIpPo4b 3a0blsT 06 OCTOPOKHOCTU. EMy OBIIO IIJIeBaTh, €CIIA 9TO PA303/IUT
KMHOMMIIEPATOPA EIlE€ CUJIbHEE.

Emy xXu3HeHHO HeoOxXoguMo OBIIO MTOYYUTh OTBET. Pa3Be MOT OH OCTaBaThCS PABHOOYIIHBIM, 3HAS,
YTO MEXJy HUM ¥ KyMHUPOM CYIIleCTBOBasla KaKas-TO TAaUHCTBEHHAS HUThH?

«3JTO Bedb MOM eMMHCTBEHHBIN ITAHC CTATh K HeMYy XOTbh HEMHOTO omuxe!»

[I3saHb M cOKpaTuil OUCTAHIIMIO eI€ Ha Mapy Inaros, OYKBalIbHO MIPOXKUTAS €T0 B3TTISIIOM.

— Kakoe Tebe 10 3TOTr0 Iero?



«Ila camoe npsimoe!» — MbicieHHO B3BEUT Cu Cu. Ho cka3athk 06 3TOM BCIyX, YBHI, OBLIO HEJIB3SI.

BHYTpeHHe COKPyHIasCh, OH JIMIIb TUXO0 B3OOXHYJI ¥ IIOKOPHO OIIYyCTHII IIJIEYH.

— HeticTBuTensHO... HuKakoro, — npobopMoTar oH.

Cyns o BrIpaxkeHwuto nuia L[3sgub Y, ocTaBaThCs 371€Ch fasblile OBIJI0O YUCTOM TYNOCThI0. [T0OHSB, 4TO
pasroBop okoHYeH, Cu Cu MOHYPO pa3BepHYJICS U MeJJIeHHO TOOPENT 00paTHO K IOPOKKe.

OH BHITJISIAETT HACTOJIBKO TOCKJIHBO, UTO y LI3sHb M1 Ha MTHOBEHHUeE ITepexBaTUiIo geixanue. CiioBa
COpBAUCH C ero ryd camu co60¥, BOIPEKU BCSKOM JIOTUKE:

— Croii.

Cu Cu moCcnyIHo 3aMep U ¢ HafeXknou 006epHyICs:

— BrI 9TO MHE?

['nsapgs HA TO, KaK OH MIHOBEHHO Ipocusii, LI3ssHb Y MBICTIEHHO MTPOKJISII CBOI0 MUHYTHYIO C1a00CTb.
Kakas Tocka? Kakas rpycts? 3TOMY IIapHIO IIPOCTO MECTO B LIUPKE.

Pa3mocamoBaHHbIH COOCTBEHHOM TIIYIIOCTHIO, OH PE3KO0 OTBEPHYJICA U CHOBA TIOAOMLIEN K HaJZ[T'pOGI/IIO.

Cu Cu 3acThin, Habmromast 3a HuM. JlemssHast MacKa Ha jutle LI3ssHp U MemieHHo Tasiia, yCTymnas
MeCTO I'Iy00KOi, HenoAaeIbHOM CKOpOu.

Bce mryTnuBbie ¢bpasbl U TIyIIEE OTTOBOPKU pa3oM 3acTtpsiiu y Cu Cu B ropne. CKasaTh 4T0-Tu60
OBLIIO BHIIIE €T0 CHUJL.

JIub CIIyCTs OOJITO€ BpeMd Cu Cu HapPYLIXUJI TUIIWHY, CIIPOCUB COBCEM HETPOMKO:

— OH ObLI OUeHDb BaXKeH OJId Bac?

— BBl KaXKeTech... TTy00KO HeCUaCTHEIM, — €ro COOCTBEHHBIN I'0JI0C U3MEHUIICS, YTPATUB
IPUBHEIYHYI0 6€33a00THOCTE. BriepBhie ¢ MoMeHTa cBoeit rubenu Cu Cu 0CO3Ha, YTO B 9TOM
OTPOMHOM XOJIOOHOM MUPE [IeHCTBUTEILHO €CTh KTO-TO, KTO OILJIaKABaeT ero 0e3BpeMeHHYI0 CMepTh.

W 9THM KeM-TO OKa3ascs LI3sHb U — 4esioBeK, KOTOPOro OH GOTOTBOPHII 1 JIIOOHT Ha IPOTSIXKEHUN
monrux jaeT. HaxIeIHYBIIHE YYBCTBA KPYXKUIIK T'OJIOBY: PAaCTEPSIHHOCTD, PAlOCTh U IIeMSIIast
HEXXHOCTD CILJIEJTUCH B OMUH TYTOH y3ell.



COBepI.T.IeHHO IMOTEePAB KOHTPOJIb HA[ COOCTBEHHBIM SI3LIKOM OT M30BITKA SMOHHfI, Cu Cu BHITAJINII:

— Ho Bepp ymenmux He BepHYTh, L3siHb W... [Toxanyiicta, He yOuBaucs TH TakK.

Cu Cu, BUTaBIINH B o0J1akax COOCTBEHHBIX T‘pé3, MI'HOBEHHO IIPOTPE3BEJI, HATOJIKHYBIIXCH Ha
JIEOSIHOM B3TJISAM KHHOUMIIEPATOPDA. Bcst ceHTUMEHTanbHOCTh MUTOM HCIIapHUIIaCh.

— Oii, TO ecCTb... KuHOUMMepaTop L[3gHb. [TpocTUTE, BHIPBAIOCh, — MOCIEIIHO 3aTapaTOPUII OH,
HCIIPABJISISI OTIJIOIIHOCT.

W TONBbKO CEKYHAOY CITYCTS 10 er0 CO3HAHUS JOIIEN BeCh abCypy CKa3aHHOTO. «YIIeAuIuX He
BepHYTH»? KTO TyT ymen? OH XkKe CTOUT Ilepeq HUM, KHUBOU, 3[OPOBBIY, U3 IJIOTH ¥ KPOBH!

«Hy uT0 5 3a uguoT? CoOCTBEHHEIMU PyKaMu ce0st XOPOHIO...»

Cu Cu MBICIIEHHO CXBATUJICA 3a TOJIOBY, IPOK/INHAsA COOCTBEHHYIO TJIyTIOCTE.

LI3ssHb U cMepu ero monruM B3risanoM. OOIIATHCS C 3THM Heopa3yMeHHeM He XO0TeJIOCh GOJIbINe HU
CEKYHIHL.

— [Towén BOH, — IPOLIEXII OH CKBO3b 3yOHI.

«Hy kak Tak-T0? TOJIbKO Beb OyIIEBHLEIM MOMEHT HaMedasica!»

Cu Cu pacTepsiHHO MOPTHYJI, TOpaXkasiCh TOMY, KaK CTPEMHUTEIFHO Pa3pyIIuIach eBa
3apopuBIIasica aTMocdepa T0Bepus.

— 41... cKasam 4TO-TO He TO? — HePeIIUTEeNIbHO MPo0opMOoTa OH.

[Togymaems, cKa3an «yIleAlInxX He BepHYTh». Heyxkenu UMeHHO 3Ta feXypHas (pa3a Tak B30ecuna
L3aub U? 13-3a TaKOU epyHAEL B3PHIBATHCA?

«Heyxenu 51 nelCTBUTENBHO OBITT HACTOIBKO AOpor eMy? Ho OTKyZa y Hero Takue CUIbHBEE
YyBCTBa?»

Cu Cu HeTOyMEHHO BTJISIBIBAJICS B JIUI[0 KHHOMMIIEpaTopa. B ronose Kperia 6e3yMHas Jorafka:
MoxeT, L1318 Y ompocTy mepemnyras ero ¢ KeM-TO APYTEM B [IPOIION KU3HK? Belb OHU U NIpaBaa
He nepecekanuck! Ho To, KaK SpoCTHO Myk4rHa oOeperasn naMaTh o «Cu Cu», HaBOIUIIO Ha 04EHD
CTpaHHbIE MBICIIH.

«Heyxkenu... HeyXKeJx OH ObLJT B MeHS BIIOOTIEH?»



Cu Cu ¢ cumo¥ TPSIXHYJ T'OJIOBOM, OTTOHSISI HaBaXKOeHue.

«CoBceM C yMa coIén. Yxke mo60BHbIE POMaHEl B COOCTBEHHOM I'0JI0OBE COUMHSI0. Hamo 3aBsi3bIBATH C
3TUMH (HaHTa3USIMHU, @ TO TOUHO B IICUXYIIKY 3arPEMIIIO».
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