— Bceé B mopsiike, CKOPO 3aXKMBET, S IPOCTO IToApa3Hui Te0sl, — B rojoce KeBruHa BCE eIe
CHIBIIIAJIach JIETKasg ycMemrka. OH HECKOIBKO pa3 COTHYJ U Pa30THYJI TOX0XKKe Ha MTUYbY JIallhl
IaJIbIIE, KOTOPHIE TUXOHBKO 3aCTy4asid KOCTh O KOCTh, CJIOBHO 3TO MOTIJIO YCKOPUTH KPOBOTOK U
TIOMOYb MM OBICTPEEe 3aTSHYThCS.

Ho MrHoBeHUe CITyCTsI ero OPOBU BCE 3Ke HaXMYPHUJIMCh: 3Ta PyKa He BhIKa3biBala HUKAKUX
IIPU3HAKOB 3aKUBJIEHUS, la X CO BTOPOM, KOTOPOM OH 3aKPHIBAJI I'Jla3a TE€HUC, TOXKE TBOPUIIOCH YTO-
TO HeJlagHOe — OT CaMOTO JIOKTS Ha Hell Pa30IIoCh HECKOJILKO TPEeIIXH.

— Kaxercs, Manbiiika, Tebe IPUAETCS IOUTH IIOUTPATh C KeM-HUOyOb ApyruM... — KeBuH yOpan
JTafiloHb, KOTOPOU 3aKpHIBAll €M riasa.

Korpga oH 0TBEN €€ B CTOPOHY, 0Ka3ajIoCh, UTO ¥ 3Ta PyKa UCTEKAEeT KPOBbHIO, TOTHOCTHIO JINIIUBIIUCEH
IIJIOTH.

HiMeHHO 3Ty KapTuUHY 4 3acTan OcBab[, efBa MepecTynuB IIOPOr.
— Yto 3geck npoucxoaut?! — ycnwiman KeBuH ero HanpskKEHHbIM T'0JI0C.

— Kaxk pa3 BoBpewmsi. [laBai, 3a0epu 3Ty JeBUYIIKY, @ TO €€ COIUIN YKe TEeKYT IIPSIMO MHEe Ha KOCTH,
— 3aBUJIEB IIOIMOTY, 3TOT HECHOCHBIM KeBUH ¢ 06/IeryeHreM IePeBE AyX U faxke YMYIPUIICS
IOIIYTUTh. — MoOel KPOBY XBATHUT, YTOOH €€ 1IeJIMKOM MCKYIaTh, @ OHA eIllé U YXOOUThb He X04eT.

— Otnyctu, — gaxe Korga OcBasb KOT'0-TO OTIeKaJsl, eT0 CYPOBHIM BUI BCE paBHO BHYIIaN TpemeT. OH
IIPOTSIHYJI PYKHU, TTepexBaTuil TeHNUC U BEITED €l CIE3HL.

Crouso meBOYKe OTKPHITH I'1a3a, KakK OHA BCTPETUIIACH B3TIISIAOM C XMYPHIM Osfed:

[IIMBITHYB HOCOM, OHa POOKO pa3zKajia MasibIbl.

KeBun:

OcBasbp B HECKOJIBKO IIATOB IOHEC €€ [0 ABepH, Iepenas Mof03BaHHOW ClTyKaHKe U coOpasics Obl1o
BEPHYTHLCS B KOMHATY.

— ®a... ®a He YMPET? — BCXJIUIBIBAS, CIIpocuia TeHUC, BIEMUBIINCH B €T0 PYKaB.

— ®a? — OcBasb[ TakK CIELIUI, YTO He cpa3y coobpa3uii, 0 KoM peyb. TeHuc 00bIYHO 3Baja e
10 TIEPBOMY CJIOTY UMEHH, a 1o paMunany odOpaTuiach BIEpPBHIE.

OH omemua Ha MTHOBEHHUE U yYXe COGI/IpaHCH OTIIPABUTE OE€BOYKY IIPOYL, KaK BAPYT YCIIBIIIATI
JIOHéCLHPIfICH 13 KOMHATEI FpOMKI/IfI ronoc Kesuna:

— TBouMu OBl yCTaMU fia ME[] TIUTh.
OcBanba:
— ... — OTOT HETrofs# ONSATh HEC KaKy0-TO UYIIIh.

— BompHo... BipouyeM, 3abynb, — OcBasnby moimarn ce6st Ha MBICIIH, YTO Y HET0, HOJIKHO OBITE,



TIOMYTHJICS Pa3yM, pa3 OH eflBa He CIIPOCUJI TaKylo INIyIIOCTh, KakK «00IbHO i Tebe?». Ha pykax yxe
JKMBOTO MECTa He 0CTaJIoCh, KakK TYT MOXKeT ObITh He 601pHO? CIIPOCH OH TaKoe, 3TOT TUIl HaBEPHSKA
JIUIIb OTMaxHycs Ovl: «Hy, I1eko4eT He CubHee 00BIYHOTOY.

— Bynb mobp, mpukpoit oBeps, — monpocun KeBuH, fep:ka Ha BeCYy CBOU IIOX0XKHKE Ha IITUYbU JIAIIHI
pyku. — He xBaTao emu€, 4To0b CTPaXKHUKM CHAPYKHU JIUIIAJIUCE YYBCTB OT CTpaxa.

OcBanb[ 3a CIMHOM 3aKpHII IBEPD, @ 3aTEM IOIIapXIl BO BHYTPeHHEM KapMaHe Y CaMOU I'Py[au U
IOCTAJl U3 IIOTAHOT0 OTHEeJIEHUS KJIIoY.

— Ho Bemb 3aMoYHas CKBaxkuHa 3abuTa... — He Cpa3y IIOHAII KeBuH.

On XJIOIIHYJI I'JIa3aMU, T'JIAd04 Ha TO, KaK OcBanbg C HeLOBOJIbHEIM BUIOM HOJIOI.T.IéJ'[ ommxe u,
HaXMYPUBIIINCH, CKJIIOHUII T'OJIOBY. Ero PYKHU 3aMepPIIM Ha BECYy: OH ABHO XOTeJI IIPUKOCHYTLCSA, HO HE
3HaJl, 3a YTO YXBATUTLCA.

— IoBecTtu MMnepaTopa [0 APOXKHU B pyKax — 3TO, HA0 MIPU3HATh, IOCTUKEHUEe, — CHOBA
nopapa3uun ero Kesun. OH mpoTsiHYN pyKu K OCBaNbAy 4, CJIOBHO MHITASICh HAIYTraTh, MOIIEBEIUIT
oOHaxuBIMUMUCS OelIbIMU KOoCcTsIMU. — Hy Kak, 1MoxoxKe Ha 00r70gaHHble KYpHHbIE JTanku? Xo4yellb
IIOTPOTaTh — TPOTai, KOCTH BCE PABHO IIOYTH HUYETO HE YYBCTBYIOT.

— ... — OcBasb[ NUIIL CMEPHUTT €T0 YI'PIOMBEIM B3TJIAIOM — Haf0 kK€ OBIJI0 YMYAPUTLCS IIYTUTD B
TAKOM MOMEHT.

OH 0CTOPOKHO IMPHUIIOAHSAT KOCTSIHbIE KUCTH KeBUHA, TOBEPHYII IIellb Ha ero pykKax u, 000uas
3a0UTYI0 CKBaXKUHY, IEpEBEPHYT 3aMOK. CHU3Y IMOKa3aj0Ch eIl€ 0OHO, CKPHITOE OT I'Jla3 OTBEPCTHE,
Kyna OcBasb[ ¥ BCTABUII KJTIOY.

Pasgancs HeTPOMKHUY IIETY0K, U HAPYYHUKH PACKPHIUTHUCH.

JInmb Korga OcBasibf C TOM XkKe TpefelbHOM OCTOPOKHOCTHIO CHSIJI BTOPhlE Hapy4YHUKY, KeBUH
BOCXHUIIIEHHO ITOKA4asl FOJI0BOMH:

— TsI 9TO, BCIO CBOIO M300pETATEIPHOCTD HA 3Ty LITYKY U3BEN?

OcBaJbh, onacasich, YTO KaHalbl 3aJeHyT ¢ajlaHTH ero MajiblieB, OBICTPO CMOTAJ UX U OTJIOXKUI B
cTOpOoHY. ITpoUTrHOPUPOBAB BOMIPOC, OH YCTABUIICS Ha PyKu KeBuHa:

— [Tocnepuue napy AHEX HOBHIE paHBI BeOb He MOSABISANINUCE? YTO IPOU30IIIIO CETOOHS ?

[Tocnemuue oBa mHS Ha Tene KeBrHA melCTBUTENILHO He IPHUOABIISAIOCh HU €QUHOM IapalyHE.
OcBaJbp faXke pelnsi, YTO TOT IIOIIENT Ha IIOTIPaBKY, U HaMepeBaJiCs CETONHS CHSTh C Hero Bce
3anpeTh. KTo ke 3Hal, 4YTO BCE TTOBTOPUTCS.

KeBuH moxarn mied4aMu U IIOKa4asl TOJI0BOH:
— Cam TONIKOM He Io#My. Paccka3riBas CKa3Ky TBOe OeBUYIIKe, U BOPYT Ha Tebe.

— Ilouemy OHU He 3aTaruBalnTCsa? — HaxMmypuica OcBasnbf. OH IPUCTAIBHO, IIOYTH HE MOpras,
pasrnsangbBan pyku KeBuHa, CJI0BHO IBITAsCh YIOBUTH MaJleiIliie N3MeHeHuU .

— Botoch, B 9TOT pa3 OBICTPO He 3aXKUBET, — KeBUH 1mMompoOoBaJl IeBe/IbHYyTh KOHYMKAMHU T1aJIbIEB,
HO Te [IBUTAJIUCh eI XyXKe, UeM IIpexkfe, IIOUYTH He CIyIIaauch ero. — CTOJIbKO BpeMeHH IIPOIIIOo, B
OOBIYHBIX YCIIOBUSIX IIJIOTH OBI y2K€ HAIOJI0BUHY BOCCTAHOBHIIACK.



— Paurnuie Takoe OBIBAJIO?
KeBWH HEHAMIONTO 3alyMaJiCsl ¥ MaxXHYJ PYKO:
— CKOIBKO JIET 5 YK€ XKWBY, Pa3Be BCE ynoMuuIb? HaBepHoe, GbIBao.

Crplllla OT HETO 3TH BEYHEIE «MOXKET 6]:>ITB>>, «BEPOATHO» U «HaBEpHOE», OcBanbg HauMHAI 3aKUIaTh.
Co3maBanoch BleyaTieHue, 9YTo KeBI/IHy IIJIeBaTh HE TOJILKO Ha 00JIb, HO ¥ Ha CO6CTB€HHYIO XKHU3Hb.

BEIKUBET — XOPOIIIO, @ €CNTH B ONUH MPEKPACHBIN IeHb eMy IPOTKHYT CEPALe UK CIYYUTCS Apyras
6ema, To u magHOo. OCBaIbIy MOPOM Ka3al0Ch, YTO OTHOIIeHWEe KeBrUHA K KU3HU B KOPHE
ITPOTHUBOPEYUT 3TPABOMY CMEICITY, OyOTO OpeHHOE TEeJo [/ HeTO He IIPeCTaBIIsII0 HUKAaKON
IIEHHOCTHU. TO JIM OH 3KUJI CJTUIIKOM HOJITO U IMIPECHITUIICS 3TUM MUPOM, TO JIX KPBIJIACh KaKas-TO UHAS
IpUYHHA.

Ho xakoBa Ovl HU OblyTa TPHYKHA, MOJ00HOE Ge3pa3nuune He Ha MYyTKY 3muao OcBasbaa.

— Tebe 4TO, COBCEM IINIeBaTh Ha COOCTBEHHOE TeJI0?! — He coepzKaBIIKUCh, Pe3K0 cripocuil OcBaby,.
— IomxkeH xe OBITh KAKOHU-TO BEIXO! Pa3 THI IMPOKUII CTOJIBKO JIET, ThI 00513aH 3HATh CII0COO BCE
HCIIPaBUTH!

KeBuH ynuBIEHHO B3T/ISHYJ Ha HETO:
— Yero 3To TH BOPYT TaK BCKUTIEN?
OcBasnbn:

— Twi!..

OH 0CEKCs Ha TIOJTyCJIOBE, CYMS II0 BCEMY, OT 3JIOCTH IIOTEPSIB fap peuu. [Jonro 1 X0JI0MHO CBEPIIUB
KeBuHa B3rjIAI0M, OH HaKOHeIl He BhIJepKaJl, yCTalo IPOBET JagoHbIO0 110 JIUIY U BhIJaBUII:

— 3a0ymb. IIpocTo mombITalCst BCIIOMHUTD, Kak C 3TUM 00poThcsa. CKaXKu, eCli HYKHO KaK0e-TO
CpPedCTBO WX YeJIOBEK, I OTIIPABIIIO II0AeH Ha IOKCKH.

KeBuH Kakoe-To BpeMsdA CMOTPeEIN Ha ero IIOJIYOIIYIIEeHHBIE BEKH, a IIOTOM TUXOHBKO PACCMEATICA:

— Ecnu MHe He U3MeHSIeT aMsTh... B IeTCTBe, KOTHa g TeOs momekar, TH He pa3 TPO3UJICS, 4TO, KaK
TOJIBKO BEIPACTEIllb, 3aCTaBUIIh MEHS [IPUIIOJI3TH C YIBIOKOH, a yUTH CO cie3aMu. UTo 3To ¢ ToOoU
cinyuyusnocsk? C 4ero BOPYT BhI3Bajicad O6eraTh y MeHs Ha MOCHITIKaxX?

KocTtamkaMu nasnblieB OH KOe-KakK IMOIBITANICS PaclpaBUTh IPONUTAHHYIO KPOBbIO OOEXKAY:
— Jlo cux Iop He IIOHUMAI0, YTO B I'0JI0Bax y JeTeu. PacTyT, U MEeHSIOTCA [0 HEy3HaBaeMOCTH...

— ... — Bupsg, 4T0 TOT ONSATH 3aBOAUT IyCTyI0 601TOBHIO, OCBab] PA303/IUIICS €I CUIbHEE, HO
BBITIJIECHYTh THEB ObIJIO HE Ha Koro. EMy ocTaBanoch JIUIIL XMYPO B3T/ISIHYTH HAa HEro ¥ OYPKHYTh B
OTBET: — XBAaTUT MY4YHUTb CBOM 000[IpaHHbIE KypUHbIE JIANKK. ByOTO OT TBOMX CTapaHUM 3Ta ofexK/a
CHOBA CTAHET ITPUTOTHOM MJIST HOCKH.

3aMeTuB, 4TO K MIMIlepaTOpy BepHYJach IPUBLIYHAS I3BUTEIBHOCTh, KEBUH YIEIOHYIICS:

— Bor 310 yke 6obllle T0X0Ke Ha TBOM OOBIYHBIM TOH.



OcBasnbn:

— W He cMOTPH Ha MEHS C TaKUM JIUI[OM KupnudoM, — nobasusn Kesun. 3ametus, uto OCBaibh
TIOMpayYHeJl elll€ CUIbHee, OH HAKOHEI 3aTOBOPUII 110 ey, XOTS Ha Ir'y0axX ero BCE elll€ urpania efiBa
3aMeTHas yCMellIKa: — f CTOJIBbKO JIeT IIpoJiexal Iof 3eMJiell U BCE 3Ke BOCCTaJl U3 MEPTBBIX, TaK YTO
3Ta COEpaHHas IWKypa — Cyllas epyHaa. [loqoOHOe HaBepHSKa CIy4aloch paHbllle, U B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB BCE 3aKMBAJIO, I03TOMY s ¥ He IpufaBa 3HaueHus. Kaxercs, s Tebe He 00BSCHSN, HO Ha
CKOPOCTh pereHepaliy BIUseT MHOXKECTBO ()aKTOPOB.

OcBasnb[ BCKUHYJ Ha HETO B3TJIA/:

— Kaxkux ¢pakTopos?

KeBuH yKasas nanabiieM B CTOPOHY OKHa, HaYWHas KeCTUKYIUPOBATh:
— Hy, K npuMepy, OKpyKeHue, Oroga, u...

— [la pa3roBapuBail THl HOpMaabHO, 00513aTEILHO CBOUMU 00pyOKaMu pa3MaxuBaTh? — C
HellepegaBaeMbIM BelpaxkeHneM uila OcBab] yCTaBUJICS Ha ero Kuctu. OH BCephE3 Omacascs, 94To
CyCTaBHI IepKaTCs Ha YeCTHOM CJIOBe, U eCNd KeBUH IIPOMIOJIKUT UMU BEPTETH, KOCTH IIPOCTO
IIOCHIIITIOTCS Ha II0JI OOHA 3a OPYTOMu.

— Lsm, — KeBuH CKOCUIT Ha HETO Tla3a. — W 4ero Thl Tako# 3aHyma? f MOYTH HE YYBCTBYIO
IaJblleB, TakK YTO Pa3MUHAI0 UX, YTOOHI He IOTEPSATh IOABUKHOCTb. ECTh BO3pakeHUs?

OcBasbf Cyx0 OTpe3at:
— EcTbh.
KeBun:

— Ilompunepxku ux.
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