— Het, — KeBWH 0CTaHOBUIICS B Hadase Kopumopa. CrepBa OH KaTeTOPUYHO OTBEPT ero TpeboBaHue,
a 3aTeM Cc abCOMIOTHON YBEPEHHOCTHIO 3astBUI: — B CTaphlii 3aMOK P03 0TIpaBioCh .

OcBasnbf TYT XK€ HaXMYPHUIICS:

— ITaxxe He MeuTai. {1 MpeKpacHO IIOMHIO, B KAKOM KYTKOM COCTOSTHHAHU ThHI OBbLJI ITOCTIe paHeHus. U
CKOJIbKO BPEMEHHU C TeX ITOP MPOIIo? A TH yKe coOpasics B TaKoe MeCcTo, Kak Mope Mupaxeii? 1
aymaTh He cMei!

KeBuH gaxe He cTal yTpyXkaaTh ce0s 00BbICHEHUSIMU M BCE TaK XK€ HEIIPEKIOHHO ITOBTOPHUIT:
— 4 momXxeH MOUTH.

— [Touemy? — OcBanbp pelIUTEILHO He TIOHUMaJ ero.

— Cuuraii, 4T0 MHe ToXe HpaBuTca ®as, — KeBuH JIAIHYI I€epBO€, YTO IPULIIO B TOJIOBY.

OcBanba:

Ha mur B gyire MiMmepaTopa IIeBebHYI0Ch OTYETINBOE pPa3gpaxkeHue, KOTopoe GBII0 TPYIHO
ITPOUTHOPUPOBATD.

— YT0 370 3a AypalKas 0OTTOBOpKa?! — pa3 yX Ha mymie y OcBajba OBIZI0 CKBEPHO, TO ¥ Ha JIUIE €r0
OTPa3UIOCh KpaHee HeIOBOJILCTBO.

[TocTOsIHHO 3asBNATH O TI00BU K camMoMy cebe Ob110 ObI BepxoM 6eCCTHIICTBA, TaK YTO KeBUH He cTan
TIOBTOPSITH 3TO Aypaukoe onpaBnanue. OH JTUIIb MaXHYJ PyKOH:

— B o06mewm, cyTh ThI moHsI. TeOe Begb Toxke bor CBeTa cuMIaTU4eH, TakK YTO, AyMalo, oimernrs. B
Crapslit 3aMOK Po3 s oy 06s13aTenbHO.

OcBasba HE 3aIyMbIBasiCh OTPe3at:

— Huuero s He monuMato. Y He Hapelcs, s Te0s1 He mymry. K ToMy ke TH caM IIOYTH HUKOTZa He
ynomuHan ®as, ¢ yero BOpyr oH Tebe noHpasusics? Koro T neiTaembcss 00MaHyTh?

C omgHo# cTopoH:!, iMmepaTop cumTaj, 4To KeBUH He cTaHET IoaBepraTh ce0st OIacHOCTH TOJIBKO
pamgu ®as, ¥y ero CTpeMyIeHus OTIIPABUTHCS B CTaphii 3aMOK Po3 moikHa OBITh Apyras npuuyuHa. Ho
YTO TaM MOTJIO OBITh TAKOT'O, Pafii YEro CTOMJIO MPOSIBIISATD MOM00HOe yIpsAMCTBO? TaM HEeT HUYero,
KpOMe II0Iypa3pyIlleHHbIX CTeH fa JIeTAIero necka. Pagy 4ero ele 0H MOT Tak pBaThCA TyAa, eCIu
He u3-3a ®as?

HpOBeHH 3TOT MBICTIEHHBLIN aHAIu3, KOTOprI;I OH CYeJI BIIOJIHE PAa3YMHEIM, OcBamnba TIIO4YyBCTBOBAII,
4TO pa3gpaxeHue B ero rpyau TOJIBKO YCUIIAIIOCH, a JIUIO €r0 COEeJIaJIOCh €Ille MpPadYHee.

KeBuH ke, HUYEro He 3amMeydasi, IPOOOJIKNMI:
— Kr0 ckazar, 4To HYKHO ITIOCTOSTHHO TOBOPHUThL O KOM-TO, YTOOH OH TeOe HpaBuicsa? f BOT...

Ha nosnycnoBe OH BAPYT 3aMoI4al U IIOBEPHYJICS K KOPUAOPY, BEAyIIeMy BO BHYTPEHHUIL JBOP.
Xmypriii OcBanbg He YCIIeNl CKPHITh CBOM 3MOLIUY U C YTPIOMBIM BUJOM YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPOMY BCe
BOKPYT 3aI0JIXKaJIU TI0 30JI0TOMY PYOHUKY, TOXKE ITOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY.



CunyaT, TOIBKO YTO 3aBEPHYBIINM B KOPUAOP, POOKO 3aMep Ha MecCTe:
— Bamme BenuuecTBo, rocnoguH... [Jo6poe yTpo.
— ITobpoe yTpo, — KeBUH KUBHYII EMY.

C Tex mop kak KeBuH 70 cne3 Hamyrana TeHUC CBOUMU KOT'TSIMH, TIOX0XKUMHU Ha JIallkl MOHCTPA,
OcBajbAy IPUIIJIOCH CHOBA OTPAaHUYUTh CBOOOAY NEBOYKU. ITO CAEJANHU OJIs TOro, YTOOH OOJIbIIe He
IyraTh ee ¥ 4TOOH 3Ta HEJIOBKAs JeBYOHKA CIIy4allHO He pacTpeBOXKMIIa paHb KeBuHa.

BrnpoueM, 3TOT 3ampeT He OB CTPOTUM: OT Hee He TpeboBaiu Oe3BEIIA3HO CUIETh B KOMHATE
KpYTJIble CYTKHY, KaK paHbiie. Eit mpocTo 3ampeTtunu 6e3 gena 6erath B mokou KesuHa. TeHUC 04eHb
mobua KeBrHa, a MOCKOJIBKY OHA JIMIIMIACh OMHOTO M3 I'IaBHBIX CKA30YHUKOB, TO KallpU3HUYala U
TJlaKaja HeCKOJIBKO IHeH MoApsA. 3aTo MOTOM OHa CHOBa IePeKJII0YuiIach Ha MOKIagUCTOr0 I0HOIIY
AHOXKera.

— Yro 370 y TeOs B pykax? — OcBaJyboy CTaI0 HEJIOBKO OTTOI'0, UTO KTO-TO 3aCTal UX C KOMaHIUPOM
3a CTOJIb JIETCKUM CIIOPOM. [109yBCTBOBAB JIETKHii I[BETOYHBIN apoOMaT, OH PEILIUI CMEHUTh TEMY.

BoT TonbKO OH 3a6blI, C KAKMM MPAYHBEIM BhIPAXKEHUEM JIMIla CTOUT, IIO3TOMY €T0 BOIIPOC ITPO3ByYall
KaK CTPOTHM JOOTPOC, 0T4Yero AHIKeNn OYKBaIbHO OIeIIeHe ], BEITSHYBIIKNCh B CTPYHKY.

FOHo11a, CT0BHO MCIYTaHHBIN KPOJIUK, Kpemde mpuxkai K cebe BETKY C IIBETaMU ¥ 00bSICHUII:

— qupa Ee BricouecTtBO TeHnuc CIIPDOCHUIIa MEH, KdK BBITJIAOUT CBSIIIIEHHBIN ITBETOK ,[[OpO, " s PEIIniI
COpPBaTh OOMH OJId Hee.

— B Hammx Kpasx CBSAIIEeHHBIN IBeTOK [[opo — OGosbinas pegKoCTh, — 3aMeTull KeBuH.
AHIXeNn KUBHYIL:

— Ha. 4 cHauana xoTen HapuCOBATh €10, HO cnyqaﬁHo 3aMEeTHJI, 4YTO OOWH PACTET Ha OTBECHOM CKale
3a BOEHHBIM JIarepeM, 1 COpPBaAJl €T0.

Ha ero PyKe, nep}KaBmeﬁ BETKY, BUOHEJIACh ITOKPEITAsA KOpO‘-IKOfI CCagyuHa — O4YE€BHUHO, EMY
IIPHUIIIOCE HEJIETKO.

— ¢ pap, 4TO TH TaK BHEMaTEJIEH K CJIoBaM TeHHC, HO B CIAEAYIOIIKN pa3 He HyXKHO Tak
ycepacTBoBaTh. Eciiu copBembest ¢ 00phiBa, BHITACKUBATH TebOst OymeT HeKoMy, — cKa3an OCBab.

AHOXKe:

BripaxeHnue nuiia iMnepaTopa SIBHO ellle He CMEHUJIOCh Ha 0J1arofiyIiHoe, YTO Pa3UTENIbHO
KOHTPACTHUPOBAJIO C ero CJI0BAMU U CO3[aBaJio OLIYIIEeHNE CKPHITON M3EBKH.

3apiaB ellle Mapy AeXYPHBIX BOpocoB, OcBasba MaxHyJ PYKOH, OTIycKas AHOXKena K TeHucC.

3acnymaBIIMKCS CIopoM MMnepaTopa u KOMaHAupa O «CUMIATHAX», AHAKEN SIBHO TOXe
YyBCTBOBas ce0s1 HeoBKO. [1omyduB pa3pellneHre UATH, OH IIOCIEIINI II0CKOPee CKPHITHCS.

EpnBa ywen toT, Koro MMnepaTtop cyesn HOCTOPOHHUM, €r0 JIUI0 TyT Xe CHOBa IToMpauHesio. OH
TBepao Opocun KeBuny:



— B Crapeniit 3am0K Po3 T He moepelnb. M He Hapgercsa. CKa3an «<HET» — 3HAUUT «HET».
C aTuMU CJI0BaMU OH Pa3BEPHYJICS U pa3MallllCTHIM IIarOM HalpaBWICA K 3ajly 3aCefaHuM.
KeBun npunogusn 6poBs, IOYyBCTBOBaB, uTo Ero BennyecTBo MIiepaTop MoYeMy-TO Kallpu3HUYaeT.

«YTO-TO 5 B IOCJIemHEE BPpeMs CTaJl CIUIITKOM MSTKHM...» — IPoO0pPMOTal OH cebe mmom Hoc. PaHbIie,
He COMONCH OHM BO MHEHUSX 3a Mapy ¢pas, oH Obl [TaBHO IIYCTUII B XOJ KyJilaku, 0COOEHHO C
OcBanbgoM, mepef KOTOPEIM He HYyKHO OBIIO IIePEMOHUTHCS.

KauHyB royioBoy, OH IIOILJIEJICS HA HEKOTOPOM PacCTOSTHUY 3a ViMIepaTopoM U BEPHYJICS B 3all
3acepmaHuii. [[719 Hayassa CTOMIIO TT03aBTPaKaTh, a MOCIe — HAaWUTHU BO3MOXKHOCTb CHOBA IIOTOBOPUTH C
OcBanbgoM. Ecnu He BHIMIET TO-XOPOLIEMY, IPUAETCS MyCTUTH B X0 KYJIaKu.

3aBTpaK IIOMOT OCBE2KUTE I'OJIOBY, ¥ KOI'ld BCE€ CHOBaA C06paJ'II/ICI:> 3a CTOJIOM, OGCy}KI[eHI/Ie TIOIIIJIO
TOpa3ao IIPOOyYKTHUBHEE.

B 3TOT pa3 OLICTPO ONpemenuIuch C KOMaHIUPOM OTPsAa, OTIpaBisionierocs B CTapelii 3aMoOK Po3 —
UM CTajl 3aMeCcTUTenb KoMaHayomero Apmuen Kpacaoro ZKenesa Bya. A ero moMomHuKoOM
Ha3HauyuIu Huka, 3aMecTuTesnss KOMaHIUpa 3IUTHOTO OTPsIa, KOTOPHIH yKe ObiBasn B ['pobHulle bora
das.

BceMm BoiiCKaM OTBeNH TPU OJHA Ha IIOATOTOBKY, YTOOHI 110 IIpOoIeCTBUU 3TOI0 CPOKaA, C HACTYIIJIEHUEM
HOYH, HA4YaTh IIO3TAIIHOE OTIIPABJIEHWE CTPOrO II0 IIJIaHYy.

KeBuH 1moka HUKAaK He KOMMEHTHPOBAJI 9TO PeIleHre, JTUIITh TBePIO PEIIUB IPo ceds mo3xe
oKo10TUTh OcBasibfa, MyCcTh gaxe ToT U Mnepatop.

OpmHaKo OCYIIecTBUTDH 3afilyMaHHOE Cpa3y He YAanoCh: KOTrfa co0paHue IOOOoLIIo K KOHITY, C
OcBabOM YTO-TO CIIy4YUIIOCH.

Bricokuu MmmepaTop IOKa4yHyJICs, OIIePCsl PYKOU O Kpall CTOJla ¥, HaXMyPUBILKCH, CJIeTKa II0MOTaJl
T0JI0BO#. Bup y Hero OblI HEBaXKHBIM.

— Bame BenmnuecTBo, 4TO C BaMH? — BCTPEBOXKEHHO CITPOCHII CTOSIBIIIHH OJIMKe BCeX COBETHHK.

Xotsa OcBasnbp 3aHUMaJ TPOH HE Tak JaBHO, IIOCTIE CIy4Yasi CO CBSITOM BOLOM GOJBITMHCTBO
COBETHMKOB ¥ KOMaHIUPOB TBEPLO IPUHSIHN €TI0 CTOPOHY U IPOHUKIIUCh UCKPEHHEN CUMIaThel K
MmosogoMmy MmmnepaTopy. [1ycTh maxke TOT 4aCTO XMYPHUJICS U He OTINYAJCs MATKOCTBIO XapaKTepa.

KeBUH pe3Ko MOBEPHYJICS K HEMY:
— Yrto Takoe? 'oy10Ba KPyKUTCA?

OcBanbg 3aXKMYPHUIICA, ITepeXKOall IIPUCTYII, II0TeP IIePEHOCULY U TOJIBKO IIOTOM OTKPHIII I'lla34,
BBEITIPSAMIIASACE:

— Huuero ctpamsoro. He cnasn BCio HOYb, BOT I'Jla3a U yCTally, Oejlo XKuTteuckoe. [Tomuu.

[IprCYTCTBYIOIIME BCTPEBOKEHHO IEPErIHYIMCh U IPUHSIJIACh PACCIPAIINBATh €r0 CHOBA, SIBHO He
BepsI ero CJI0BaM.

Y OcBanbpa Oblyla TUITMYHAS AJIS IOHOIIEH YepTa: OH IO KPalHOCTH NOPOKUII CBOEH pemyTauuei
CUJIBHOTO ¥ 3[[0POBOTO YeJi0BeKa, CJIOBHO MaJelillliee HeJoMoranue OblI0 [J1 HeTO CMepPTEeIbHEIM



0CKOp6HeHI/IeM. Crourmno paccipocCaM 1nmepepacTu B HaBA34YHUBYIO 3&60Ty, KdaK OH OKOHYAaTEJIbHO
PpaccCBUpPeEIie]l, ¥ TOJIBKO TOrga BCE IMOCIIEIINIIM HEJIOBKO PETUPOBATHCA.

KeBuH Bce ellle Hafessicsl 0OXKaTh €ro, I03TOMY He IIOIIeJ B Ka3apMsl, a ocnenoBal 3a OcBaibaoM
BO BHYTPEHHMUI JBOP.

— Tax 4T0 ¢ To60¥ TONMBKO uTO OBIIO? U mpaBma rina3a? — KeBUH MOKOCUIICS Ha HETO U TIEePECIIPOCHIL.

OcBasb[ IILIKHYJTI, TOTOBEIM COPBAThCS, HO, BCTPETHUBIIKCH B3TISIIOM ¢ KeBUHOM, MOTYa MOJaBUI
pa3ppaxkeHue:

— Bpope Toro. [IpocTo B rina3ax BHE3AIHO ITOTeMHeENO0. Pe3Ko mogHscs, 00bIYHOe Oerio.
KeBuH noHumamwie KUBHYII.
OcBaJnba MOKOCHUJICS Ha HEro:

— A TBHI Yero 3a MHOM TamuIbCcsa? ONSTh X0Uelllb yTOBOPUTH MEHS OTIIYCTUTh TeOs BO T7laBe OTPSiaA B
Crapsili 3aMOK Po3?

KeBUH KUBHYJI, faXe He OyMas CKpbIBaTh CBOMX HaMEpPEeHUH.

— Ia Thl... — OcBabaa g0 KpauHOCTH BO3MYTHJIO 3TO yIPIMCTBO. OH pe3K0 OCTaHOBUJICS, MEPTBOU
XBaTKOM BILIETUJICS IIKPOKOM JafoHbI0 B Myie4o KeBuHa U, pa3BepHYB €0 B IIPOTHUBOIIOIOKHYIO
CTOPOHY, CKOMaHf0BaJl: — ['0CTIOMH HalpalInBaoIuicsa Ha 3y0oTeiunHy ®accOuHAep, BOPOTa BOH
TaM. BEIKaTHIBAMCS.

KeBuH:

«IToxoke, TH ¥ IIpaBaa HapeiBaelbesi!» — rocmonud KeBuln ®accOuHOEp, TOIBKO YTO
HaxBaJIMBaBIIMM ce0sl 3a KPOTKUM HpaB, BMUT COPOCHUII MacCKy O/1arofyIus ¥ 3aMaxXHyJICs HOTOH,
HaMepeBasiCh BlleyaTaTh IOAOIIBY NPsIMO B uno MMnepaTopa.

O6napatomuii 6oraThiM 60eBHIM OIBITOM OCBasibg MOJTHHEHOCHO ITepexXBaTuil ero 3a roneHb. OH yxke
cobupascs mpuxaTh KeBrHa K cTeHe U 00e3IBUXKUTH, KaK BAPYT Pa3faics rojioc KOMaHaupa
[TaTpynbpHOM KaBaJepHUU CTOMHIIE [TuTepa, KOTOPHIM CIENIUI K HUM C OYePeTHBIM CPOYHBIM
NOHECEeHHeM:

— Barte BennuectBo! TonbKO 4TO M3 CTONIUIIHL... Oi?!
[Tutep ocTonbOEHEN OT MO3kI, B KOTOPO# 3aCTHIIU 9TH IBOE, U 3aMep Ha MeCTe, HallOMUHas

3[IOPOBEHHYIO OyOUHY.
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