— Iloxoxe, Tak OHO ¥ €CTh. A A-TO OyMall, [ejio B TOM, 4TO Thl, CynepMeH, He IPUHaOIeKUIIb K
CBETOBBIM (hopMaM KU3HH, KaK 3TH TUTAHTHI, ¥ IOTOMY TBOM aTaKd He IPUHOCST Pe3y/IbTaToB, —
VKJIOHSISICh OT OCTaTOYHOU B3PBIBHOM BOJIHEI, 3eN€HbIN POHaph CIIENTHO CKaHUPOBaJ IT0Ka3aTeNln
npuienbia bata ¢ momomisio ceoero Komnsila cunbl. — Ho, BRIXOOUT, IIeped HUM BCe paBHH? U
TOJIBKO V¥ ACKa eCTh K HeMY OCOOBIU ITOXO0?

— Opyxue TOro YiabTpaMeHa C TPAaHEHBIMH, IIOX0KKUMHY Ha ajIMa3kl IJIa3aMyu TOXKe HaHOCHUT YPOH, HO
Iajeko He Tak 3¢pGHeKTUBHO, KaK KIHHKK Acka... O4eBUOHO, IPUIesen baT faBHO 3TO MOHSII, —
XMypo 3ameTui batMmen. OH mpuCTanbHO CIEeOUT 3a 1mojeM 005, mogMedasi, KakK 4yOOBUILEe TOTOBO
IIOJICTABUTHCS IOl COKPYIIUTEIbHEIE aTaKX TPOUX APYTHUX BEJIMKAHOB, JIUIIH Okl ©30€:KaTh BHIIALOB
Acka. — OH OTYAsTHHO MBITAETCS YKJIIOHUTHCS OT €T0 OPYKHUS.

— Cnacas MeHs1, ACK IIOJTy4HII TsiXKeJlelIre paHel. A MOTOM, 4TOOH He faTh ['pr3e MOTI0TUTh
anbTEPHATHUBHYIO PeaslbHOCTh, OH YAEep2KUBa YyJOBHUIIle U3HYTPH LIeJIbIX II0/19aca, — B TOJI0Ce
Kpacuoro Po6uHa 0T4ETIMBO 3B€HENIa TPEBOra.

baTMeH He cTan IpuaaBaTh 3TOMY TOHY 0co60oro 3HA4Y€HM, PEIINB, YTO IIaPEHb IIPOCTO 0eCIIOKOUTCS
3a TOBApPHUIla, C KOTOPEIM YCIIelI COMU3UTHCS BO BpeMs IIYTEIeCTBUS I10 IIaPalJIeJIbHBIM MUDAM.

— OH celfyac Ha Ipefesie U [OJTro He mpopepxkuTcs. Eciu 6uTBa 3aTsAHETCS, packiay OyneT He B
HAIIIy TI0JIb3Y.

— 4 nonumato, KpacHbiit PoOuH. Y yKe UIy BEIXOH, — POBHBIM, YCIIOKaNBaIOIUM TOHOM OTBETHII
BaTMmeH, cTpeMsCh YHITh OECIIOKONCTBO HalmapHUKa. — BOUIH Ha 10Jie TOXKe 9TO BUIAT.

— W gero THI Geraemnrs? — [[:KeWCOH pa3gpakE€HHO XMBIKHYJI, TTISIS Ha CYOOPOXKHbIE OB TKY
npuiienbiia bata yiTH ¢ TUHUK aTaKd. — TH XKe caM TOJIbKO YTO KyHaxTas, Oy[ATo HalafaTh
BYETBEPOM Ha OflHOTO He nogobaeT Bounam Cseta. Hy Tak 4To, cTpycun?

[Npummenen He oTBeTUI. [a ¥ BPSIA X OH GBI TEIIEPh CIIOCOGEH Ha YIEHOPa3[eIbHYI0 PeYb — €ro
[BUXEHUS CTAHOBU/IMCH BCE O0Jlee XaOTUYHEIMM, JIMIIASCh KAKOH OBl TO HY OBLIO OCMBICIIEHHOCTH.

Ecnu IIOHA4aJy BaT B3MBIBaI BBEICH, MEITASICh MCIIOIH30BATh IIPOCTOP HeOa OJIs1 MaHEBPOB U 3aTAHYTH
BpeMs, TO TellePpb €ro MeTaHUAMU OBUTAJI JINIIIb CIIETION, HepBO6BITHBIfI CTpax.

—... [loxoxke, TOBOPUTH C HUM Oosbille Gecroyie3Ho, — 0To3Bascs KypaHaii 'ait, 6110KMPys HaTUCK
npuinesnsiia bata. du3nyeckast MOIIb YYHOBHUIIA BO3POCTIA, HO €T0 YAAPH! JIUIIUIUCH OBIIION TaKTUKU
M U3SIIECTBA, IPEBPATUB €T0 B JIETKYI0 MUllleHb. — ET0 Teso ceityac GyHKIUOHUPYET
VCKJTIOYUTEIILHO 3a CUET 9HEPTUU KocMuuecKon Opemum. Ho pacnap ungét Kyna OvICTpee, YeM s
pacCcyYuTHBal. ITO NEUCTBUE TBOET0 HOBOT'O OPYXKUSA?

— Occ! 4 nomH10, [IKelicoH ynoMuHas 00 3TOM. PaHbI OT ero KJIMHKa MPOAOJIKAIOT HETIPEPHIBHO
BBIKUTATh Bpara U3HYTpH, — BEIKpUKHYJ HarrykaBa Xapyku. Hanecs Benuan Pokom riy6oKyio paHy,
KOTOpYI0 nputiiesniel] bat yxke He MOT 3aTSHYTh, OH CTPEMUTEJIBHO OTIIPSHYJI, YCTyIasi MECTO



copaTHuKaM. CiemoBaBIINY 3a HUM 3eIMaHO0H TYT Ke 3aJI0MUJT YyJOBUIIY JIally C OPYTOU CTOPOHHI.
— Cyns o BceMy, TEMHAS CHJla BHYTPH HETO ceidac 0TYassHHO 60peTCs 3a BhIKKUBaAHUE IO
HellpeKpallalouMcst BO3oericTBreM sHeprun [xercoHa. El mpocTo HeKora moamepkuBaTh padoTy
ero mosra!

— To-TO g TIsAXKY, TH €T0 ITOYTH HE 3afiefl, a OH yKe eflBa NEePKUTCS Ha HOTax. ITO IIPOCTO yIbTpa-
notpscatoiie! — 60mpo Mpokpuyasn 3eT, MPOCKaib3biBas MUMO U OT OYILIN BCAAUB Jie3BUe I0of pebpa
npuiiesnsly baty.

— 4, KOHeYHO, TIOHSJI, YTO THI XOTeJI CKa3aTh... HO boxke, 3eT, CKOIBbKO Ke B TBoel ¢pase
rpaMMaTHYeCKUX OIuO0K! — B3moxHY T [IKeicoH. [Tpuxomuiocs IpuU3HaTh: Jaxe mepeq yrpo3oi
TIOTJIOIIeHUsT ['pr30¥ OH He Tepsisl camMoobiafaHusi, HO 3TOT HEPAIUBHIM YUeHUK YIbTPa YXUTPUIICS
IPOOUTE €T0 MEHTAIbHYI0 OPOHIO OHON-€MUHCTBEHHOMN PEITUKOM.

YnbTpameH ACK, B 4eJI0B€YE€CKOM OOJIMKE CIIBIBIIUY 1IEHUTEIEM U3SIIHONW CIIOBECHOCTH, OLTYTHII
rIy00KYy10, TOYTH 3K3UCTEHIMAIbHYI0 YCTATOCTh. Ha ero rpynu TpeBOXKHO 3aMHUTall KPaCHBIN
CBETOBOM MHOMKATOP.

— JlagHo, BpemeHH B 00pe3. BoT 4To OnIBaeT, Korfa muxaelsb B ce0s BCAKYIO ApsSHb 6e3 pa3bopy.
CaM xe cebs MO3roB U MU, — J[2KeWCOH IOI0XKUII nasel Ha cnyck Urnsl Bcenennoi. 'anbmeiin
BCITBIXHYJI OCJIEIIUTEIIbHEIM Oe/ThIM CUSHHEeM. — Pa3 yXK ThI IPOJast OyLIy ObSBOJY U Iepernucal
GbyHOaMeHT CBOEro TeJia IOf BIaCTh IeMOHAa Pafiy NeIIEBOU CHUJIHL...

Yucrenmmuii 6eNbllii CBET 3aKPYKUJICS BUXPEM Ilepe[] CKpellleHHBIMU KIMHKaMu Acka. CepeOpsHbIH
BOWH B3MbIJT B HE00 ¥, 00paTUBIIUCE B CUSIOIINH yparaH, yCTPeMuUcs K 3axaTomy Oy6om u
3emnnaHgoHOM Ipulenbly barty.

—...T0 OyOb TOTOB PacCTaThCA C KU3HBIO, KOTHA CHUJia 3TOTO IeMOHa UCCSIKHET!

B mur, xorga ocTpue npobuio maHIUph npuilesnbiia baTa, U3HYTPHU ero Tea BHIPBaUCh CHOIIEL
OCJIETIUTENILHOTO 6enioro cBeta. OHU CIIUIHUCEH C OyIIyiomuM Bokpyr Bouna CBeTa yparaHoM, B
KOTOPOM e[iBa 3aMeTHO Ilepe/IuBaIiCh pafyKHble UCKPHL. Kak HU IBITarach CONPOTUBIATHCS
rpsi3Has cepo-4€pHas MrJjla, YUCTas cusiomnias Oyps B KOHIIE KOHIIOB pa3opBaja e€ 0KOBEL. CBETOBOM
BOWH HACKBO3b IIPOH3UJI IIJIOTh IPUILIEJIblIa, Yel Pa3yM [aBHO ObLJI IIOTJIOMIEH HEHACHITHBIM
1apa3uToM, U IJIaBHO OMyCTUJICSA Ha PYUHHI Pa3pyLIEHHOT0 TOPOAa.

CepeOpsHBIY CBET OKOHYATENIBHO BEIXKET TYCTYI0, MaCISHUCTYIO KONOTh. JIMMKUBIINCE TEMHOU
TIOOTIUTKHY, CITYKUBIIEN eMy eIUHCTBEHHOU OTIOPOM, TEJIO aTYHOTO WHOIJIAaHETHOTO 3aXBaTuMKa
PaCCHINanoCh CEPEIM IEIIOM, KOTOPHIM TYT XKe YHEC BETep.

BaTMeH He ycrien faxe 00JIeT4YEHHO B3[OXHYTh, KaK YIbTpaMeH ACK — eIMHCTBEHHBIN U3 BCeX, Yei
HarpyaHbIM MHAUKATOP IIPOMI0IKaJl TPeBOXKHO MUTATh ajlbiM, — MOKa4yHyJIcs. [loneTeBmmi 3eT efiBa
yCIIeJI OJXBATUTh €r0 IOJ PYKY: Ka3aaoCh, y CepeOpsTHOT0 TMTaHTa He 0CTaJ0Ch CHUIT JaxKe Ha To,
YTOOBI POCTO CTOSITE.



ITpu Bufe 9TOM ClieHH cepple BaTMeHa moueMy-To 60JIe3HEHHO CKaloCh.

Ho npexpe yeM OH ycres pa3obpaThCs B IPUPOIE 3TOI0 BHE3AMMHOI'0 YKOJIa TPEBOT'H, TUTAQHTHI
00MeHANTHCh 0€3MONIBHEIMU B3TJISAaMHU. YCHITaHHBIM OarpOBRIMYU IIUIIAMU 3€NIaHg0H MTHOBEHHO
PacTBOPHUIICS B BO3[yXe, a Tpoe ocTaBImIKuxCs BouHos CBeTa CUHXPOHHO B3MBLIX B Hebeca.

HoBBI# 3aUTUTHHUK C POMOOBUIHBIMY, CUSIOIIUME IOO00HO OpUIIMAaHTaM I'Jla3aMM, IBUTASICh Ha
CKOPOCTSX, HEIOCTYIIHHIX HA OJHOMY YeJI0BeUEeCKOMY UCTPEOUTE 0, BEIBEIT B 00/1aKaX UCIOTUHCKYIO
TUTEPY «Z». ACK Me[JIEHHO MPOILIBLT Hajl KPHIIIIaMHU, OCHIIIast pa3pylIeHHbIe KBAaPTallbl JOXKIEM U3
MepIamux UCKp. CTOMIO pyHHaM BOCCTATh U3 IeTlla, KakK OH CTPEJIO YIIEN B 3eHUT, OCTAaBUB CBOM
CJIef IPSIMO ITOCPey HauepTaHHOTro B HeOe pocuepka. Oy6, YBIEKIINCH 3TOM UTPOM, C TPOXOTOM
PBaHYJI CJIENOM, IOPOAUB KOJIOCCaIbHOE KOJIblI0 MHBEPCUOHHOTO Cliefla, KOTOPOe OKOHYATEILHO
3amyTasno u 6e3 TOro pacyepyeHHBIN BOOJb U MTOIEPEK HeOOCBO]I.

—... A Bemib YIIJIX 9EePTOBCKHU KPACHBO, COT'JIACEH, CynepMeH? — Xan H}KOpI[BH IIPOBOOUII BI3TJIAA0OM
HCUe3alolllye B BhIIIMHE TOYKU. B ero ronose 3apOogujiaCh OOHA BeCbMa Oep3Kasd uues.

— Jlaxe He gyMal, — JIe[sgHOM T'0JI0C TaKTUYECKOT0 KOHCYIbTaHTa Jluru o6opBas sHTy3ua3M
®onaps Ha B3n€Te. CIIOBHO COTKABIUINCH U3 TeHEl, B3TMeH OnyCTUIICSA Ha KPHIIILY
CBE2KEBOCCTAHOBJIEHHOT' O 3[JaHUSI U CMEPUJI TAXKENBIM B3IJIAA0M 000uX Koyyer. — CynepMeH, oTHan
MHe KPUCTaJL...

— Iloxany#, nydiie BEpHYTh €T0 MHeE.

B TO XKe MrHOBeHUE Yy ropiia bsTtmena — 061:1‘-IH01"O, YA3BUMOI'O YE€JIOBEKA — 6HGCHYJ'IO X0JIoOOgHOEe
Jie3BH€ KaTaHBhI.

— 41 BeOp yKe Mpemynpexkaasn: He MHTaNTeCh TPUPYYUTh 9Ty WITYKY. BEI CBOMMU TJla3aMu BUENH, BO
YTO MpeBpaTuiics mpuiesnen bat. M moBepsTe, ero cymbba — 9TO emlé caMblii MUJIOCEPIHBIN UCXOM U3
BCEX BO3MOXKHEIX.

BaTMmeHy, 4eli TOBCeIHEBHEIN OBIT COCTOSIT U3 O0IeHUs C OTOOPHBEIMU 6e3yMilaMyu 1 MaHbsIKaMu
T'oTama, OB110 He puUBLIKaTh. OH He MOYYBCTBOBAN B AelCTBUSAX WMimo30pHOro [leMoHa HacTOSIEN
JKaX[bl KPOBU — B IIOBEEHUY 9TOT0 CyIIeCTBa HAIPOUb OTCYTCTBOBAJ TOT YAVIIIKABLIM IITeid
IIOMellaTeNIbCTBa, YTO TAHYJICA 3a anueHTaMu ApkxeMa. Crierka rnosens pykou, baTMen nopan 3Hak
CynepMeHy He BMELIUBATLCS, I10CJIE YET0 CIIOKOWHO CIIPOCUII:

— YT0 3TO 3a KaMeHb?

— XM, ecIu TPOBOAUTEL aHAJIOTHUIO C Ballleil 3eMHOM ¢ayHOi... TpeficTaBb cebe CIIAIIET0 Mapa3uTa, —
JIETKOMBICTIEHHO IPOTSHYN [IKarnep. — OH 3aMaHKUBaeT XKepTBY obelaHreM 6e3rpaHUYHOM CUIIH, a
3aTeM IlepecTpauBaeT e€ Teo nof cebs. [II0TCKre OKOBH pPyIIaTCs, Tapa3uT YKOPEeHSETCS B CaMOM
byHIaMeHTe XKU3HU HOCUTEJIS, TpeBpalias Toro B 6e3BOJIbHYI0 MAaPUOHETKY IJIs COOCTBEHHOT'O
pasMHOXKeHus. TOT THII, KOHEYHO, ObT Ha PEOKOCTD TYII, HO CYTh YIIOBUJI BEPHO: 9TO YHUCTOMN BOJIHI



COeJIKa C ObsABOJIOM.

—... 3a4eM 3TOT KpucTa tede?

— 3aueM oH MHe? [[eHCTBUTEIHLHO X0Uelllb 3HaTh? Xa-xa-xa-xa! Hy KOHeYHO e, 4TOOH! pa3 u
HaBcerga mpuKoH4YuTh Oy0a! — omacHBIN, CKOJIL3KUM, CJIOBHO 3Mes, [[2Karyiep MO4YTH BIIOTHYIO
npubIu3uI munoe K yxy batmena. Ctanb ero Meda, BHIKOBAHHOTO U3 HEBEIOMOTO 3eMHOU HayKe
CIIJIaBa, KOCHY/Iach KOXKU Ha Iee 3amuTHUKa ['0TamMa. Ho, pa3pa3uBIINCh PACKATUCTHIM, IOYTH
6e3yMHBIM cMexoM, Umnio30pHEI [1eMoH pe3ko o0opBast ce6si ¥ OTCTYNUII Ha Iapy 1IaroB Ha3afd. —
Ia myuy . d yaudToXy ero. [IpsMo 3mece.

— OO6s13aTenbHO YCTPaUBaTh 3TOT CIIEKTaKIb, [xkarymnac [xarnep?

Kpacueiit Po6un, KoToporo JIkeficoH 3a61aroBpeMeHHO MOPOCHIT TPUCMOTPETh 3@ MOPSIOKOM,
OecIIyMHO IpU3eMIIUIICS Ha Kphiny. OH KecToM nomnpocus CyrepMeHa IepefaTh KPUCTaT eMY.

— Mk 3HaeM, 4To Thl Ha cTOpoHe Acka. OH HaM He Bpar, b. Y ecnu g paBUIbHO COMIOCTABUIT (PAKTHI,
Te TEMHBIE 9HEpPreTUYeCKue y3JIbl, YTO Npulllesien] baT ycmen packupaTs 1o ['0T3My, OTMETHI UMEHHO
THI.

— Kakast coobpa3uTtenbHas ITAYKa. [la, BEPHO, 3TO 5 Tepefall BeCTOUKY uepe3 3eyéHoro ®oHaps, —
[lKarnep ¢ CyXuM IIeTYKOM BEPHYJI KaTaHy B HOXKHEL U IOBEPHYJICS K IOHOMY repoio. — Pa3 yx Tul
3pmecsk, oboiiemcs Oe3 nuirHen cyeTsl. CynmepMeH, oTgai urpymky Kpacaomy PobOuny.

— U Tebst HE CMYIIAeT, YTO MBI YHUUTOXKUM €€ 6e3 TBoero nmpucMorpa? — CyrnepMeH 0CTOPOKHO
M3BJIEK KPUCTAJII ¥, MOXKIABIIACh €[Ba 3aMETHOI'0 KiBKa baTMeHa, mepesioxkuil ero B JIagoHb
Kpacuoro PoOuHa.

— Cuibl, KOTOPYIO ACK OCTaBHJI B TeJle 3TOTO MajIb4YMILIKK, KOTAa CIacall ero, C IUXBOM XBaTUT,
4yTOOBI 06PATUTE 3TOT OYJIBIKHUK B IBITb JOOPYIO COTHIO pa3, — [IKarjep ¢ yIOBIeTBOPEHNEM
HabIoan, Kak KpUCTalll, efiBa COMPUKOCHYBIIUCH C Koxel KpacHoro PoOuHa, MTHOBEHHO
pacchInancs CBepKalIuM IpaxoM. — Pa3 yX& ¢ ceMeHamMu rpsAaylield KaTacTpogrl IOKOHYEHO, MHE
3mech O0bIle iefiaTh HEUETO.

[Ipexpe 4eM KTO-TO YCIleJl BCTaBUTh XOTh CJI0BO, MIIII030pHEIY [IleMOH OTBECUJI TeaTpaJibHBIM,
HapOYMUTO IIYTOBCKOM ITOKJIOH U pacTasiji B KJiybax aHTPAIMTOBOTO JbIMA.

— W nmoyeMy OHU BEYHO PaACTBOPSIOTCS B BO3Ayxe? UTO 3TU Ballll YIbTPaMEHEl, UTO 3TOT POTaThIid
(hOKYCHUMK, — IIpOBOPYAJI MPU3EMIMBIINICS Ha KpHITy X371 [[2KopAaH, HEOOBOJIBHO pa3Befs pyKaMHu.
— OnsaTh yIYCTUIIU NIPUILEIbIEB U3 APYTOM PeabHOCTH.

— XorTemnoch 6Bl BEISICHUTD, KaKasi CUJIa MPUTSITUBAET TOCTeH U3 MHEIX MUPOB B HAIIly BCEJIEHHYIO, HO,
BUIMMO, PA3TOBOP MPUAETCS OTIOXKUTH, — CymepMeH mokocuics Ha batmena. ToT yxe 6eCIIyMHO



BeIpoC mepen KpacubiM Po6uHOM 1 Tereps OypaBuil ero MPUCTAIBHEIM, HEYUTAEMBIM B3TJsmoM. — He
nepexuBail, Bpioc. Hackonbko 51 BuXKy, napeHb abCcooTHO 300poB. Ero ¢pusnueckue nokasartemnu B
HOpMe.

— Ecnu Tebe HyKHBI OTYETH 110 YIbTPaMeHaM, g 3arpyXKy Bce ¢ailsibl B BaTKOMIBIOTED YyTh IIO3XKeE,
B, — KpacHbiit PoOuH ycnokarBalole KOCHYJICS IIjleda CBOEr0 HaCTaBHUKA, 3aMETUB 3aTa€HHYIO
TPEBOT'Y B ero rna3ax. — CynepMeH npas. Co MHOU BCE B MOPSAKe, 4eCTHO. HUKaKWX aHOMaui.

TuMm crnabo yaeIOHYIICS, IBITAsACh Pa3PSAAUTh 00CTAHOBKY, HO TYT XK€ II0CEePhE3HEIT:

— I'opa3pno BaxHee cefiuac — pa300paThCs C IPECCO U 0OBICHUTD JIIOMASIM, YTO 3TO BOOOIIE 3a
YepTOBIIMHA celyac TBopuiaach B Hebe. [I0TOMY UTO eClii THI IPSIMO ceidac He Clelaellb
oduImanbHOe 3asBJIEHNE, TO KUBHIM U3 ['0TAMa 5 TOYHO He BEIOEPYCh — PEIOPTEPHL MEHS IIPOCTO
Pa3opByT.
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