E CulI, ka3amocs, COBEPIIEHHO HE 3aMeYall €r0 IIPO3PaYHbIX HAMEKOB. On Ka49HYIJI TOJIOBOM:

— B mpasgHuKM DapsAT «IeHbTH Ha yhady», a Ha IeHb POXKIEHUS S HUYEro He maBajl. Toxke MHE,
IPA3gHUK I MaisiBOK. CKOJIBKO HaM JIeT-TO yXe?

X3 Cro OKOHYATeJIbHO YMOJIK.

Bcio obpaTryio mopory Xa Cio He 06poHuI HE cnoBa. E Chl mapy pa3 KOCHICS Ha Hero COOKY, a TOTOM
C TOBOJIbHOM YXMBIJIKOM OTBOpPAYMBaICs 00paTHO, fAenas Buf, 6yOTO HUYEro He IPOU3O0IIIIO.

Ha gymre y X3 Cio ObLJIO TS2K€eJ10, CJIOBHO Tyfa HaJIUIN CBHHIIA — HACTOILKO TSXKeJOo, YTo,
KapabKasiCh Ha CBOI0 BEPXHIOIO ITOJIKY, EMY [aKe IIPUIIIOCEH CHeNIaTh MePeabIIKY.

[Tocunes Ha KPOBATH ¥ B TYIIOM OLIETIEHEHUU [TOTJIa3€B Ha UTPOBYIO IPUCTABKY, OH BCE XKe He
3axoTesn chaBaThest. Cxkap 3yObl, X3 Cio pemu 0TOPOCUTE CTHIL U HaMeKHYTh E CHI ellje pa3ok.

— Cnymau, — X5 Cro cBeCUJICA C Ilepujia KpOBaTU U MOCMOTPEN BHU3. 3aMeTuB, uTo E Chl CHOBa
nepeopesicsd B muxkaMy c [Inkauy, oH noBecesnen: — TH Befb IIpefaHHbU (paHaT «[TokemMoHa», ga?

— Hy ma, — oro3Bascs E Cel, OTTOIBIPUB 3a[ U YTO-TO BHIMCKKBAA B MKady. — A 4T0?
— Tol 3Haelp, KOorga fAeHb poxXaeHusd y YecHOUHOU Yepenaxu? — riayxo cupocun X3 Co.

— A Ha Koii MHe 3T0 3HaTh? — E CBl 3arpeMern 4eM-To B Kady. — Y miofei u 4yepenax pas3Hble
NOpOTH.

— 9to0 Bynnba3aBp, a He uyepemnaxa, — mnan gyxoMm X3 Cro. [Tpocnmenus 3a TeM, Kak E Crl mociie monrux
KOIIOIIIeHU} BBICKOYM B KOpuAop HaBanaTh CyH U, oH moyyBcTBOBaJ, OyATO eMy Ha I'PyOb AaBUT
TOHHBIN BaJIyH.

JlagHo. TTopa craTk. OH Ke He MaJleHbKHY peOeHOK, K 4ueMy BoOOIIle 3TH OHU POXKIEHUS.

Eme maxke He BHIKJIIOUMIN CBET, a X9 Ci0 BOIIPEKU CBOEU IIPUBBLIUKE YKe JIeT, IOBEPHYBIINCH JIUIIOM K
CTEHEe U 3aKphIB r71a3a. Boue YsHs, 3aMeTus 9710, wenotoM Besien Iaus Jlany BCTaBUTH HAYIITHUKY
OJ1 My3BIKH, IIOCJIe Yero Cjie3 Ha II0JI ¥ BRIKJIIOYHUII BEPXHUM CBET, OCTABUB T'OPETH TOJIHKO
HacToipHY 1aMiy E Cel.

X3 Cro He cman. 3aKphIB I'7la3a, OH IPOJIeXaJjl Tak BIJIOTh [0 IPEOBapPUTEILHOT0 3BOHKA K 0TOO0I0 B
23:50. JTumb Torma oH ycneiman, Kak E Cbl BeIOekan U3 coceiHel KOMHATHL U C TPOMKUM KPUKOM
CyH U: «Ha ToM u nopemunu!» — IUHKOM paclaxHyJl ABEPb.

— Oro, Bor Yue0n! yxe gprIxHET! — pa3Bsi3HO cKa3an E Cvl ¥ HOXKKOU IIPUXJIONHYJ ABEPh. — Hy
TOT7la BCEM CIaTh, II0CJIe 9K3aMeHOB BCE U3MOTAJIUCh.

«4 He u3moTancs, — nmogyman X3 Cio. — 1 mpocTo pa3ovyapoBaH».

E Chl BEIKJIIOUMJI HACTOJIBHYIO JIAMIIY ¥ €IIle KaKOe-TO BpeMs INypIla Y4eM-TO BHH3Y, a IOTOM
HETOPOIUTABO B306PaJICs Ha CBOIO KPOBATh.

— Cnumb? — cupocun E Cel, cTos1 Ha necenke u rasaas Ha X3 Cro.
X3 C10, He OTKpPHIBas I'71a3, OYpPKHYI «yTy».

— CooxkoiHo# HOul, — cka3an E Cul.



X3 C10 He 04€eHb XOTEJIOCh Pa3roBapHuBaTh, HO OH BCE K€ B3[OXHYN ¥ OTBETHII:
— Houu.
[Toxm omesimoM OH OpOCHUIT B3TJISI Ha 9KpaH TenedoHa: 23:55.

E Cul yXe ycTpousics Ha KPOBaTU U B TeYeHKEe ONHON MUHYTHL BEIIIOJIHUTI CBOIO €KEIHEBHYIO0 HOPMY
«BBIYYUTH NATH CJIOB IIepE CHOM», IIOCJIe Yero JIEHUBO I1epPeBEPHYJICS.

X3 Cro r1y60KO B3OOXHYJ, 3aKPHLI I'Jla3a U MOIBITAICS BHIOPOCUTD BCE MBICIH M3 T'OJIOBHI, YTOOR
HaKOHeIl 3aCHYTb.

To nu u3-3a TOTO, YUTO BCE €ro 0XKUaHMS 3a LIeJIblil Beuep TaK U CrOpPeNd A0Tia, IOOTOYUB HEPBHYIO
CUCTEMY, TO JIX ellle I0UYeMy, HO BCKOpe ero CO3HaHUe IOTPy3UJIoCh B TyMaH. OT0 He ObLI0
TIOJTHOLIEHHKIM CHOM — CKOpPee APeMO¥ Ha IPaHu SICHOTO YMa U MONy3a0bIThs, IIPU KOTOPOH OH
TOJIBKO ¥ MOT, YTO XMYPUThL GPOBH.

Baopyr ux cOBUHYTHIE KpOBaTH B3APOTHYMU. CKBO3b CoH X9 Cio moka3asock, uTo E Ckl BCTas BO BECh
POCT, HO He yCIIeJl OH paclaxHyTh I'7la3a, Kak MaTpac PsimoM C HUM Pe3KO IIpocer.

B cnenyolyio CeKyHAy ero Tello OTOIBUHYJIH B CTOPOHY, ¥ HEKTO BTUCHYJICS Ha KPOBATh, CUJION
IIPOCKOJIb3HYB B IIIeJIb MEXKIy HUM U CTEHOH.

X9 Cro oImrapaleHHO OTKPBII I'la3a ¥ ycTaBuics Ha E Cvl, KOTOPHIN GeCIIyMHO ITpoGpacs Ha ero
KpPOBATh U JIET MPSMO JIKIIOM K HeMy. Barisag Xs Cio IBCTBEHHO BRIpazkal HEMOU BOIIPOC.

E Cel mpuIlien He OOWH: OH MPUKaJ K TPYAU KAKOU-TO TBEPMbIHA TPEIMET, ¥ eT0 OCTPHIHA Yo TIOf
opmesinioM 60yibHO TKHYICS X3 CI0 B IPyIb.

Ceprnue Xs Cro 3aMeprio, U B Ty XKe CEKYHAY ero Iryia3a IPOCUSIIH.
— [Topapok? — OH B ynop ycrtasuscs Ha E Cel.

KpoBaTh OBlTa y3KOM, ¥ KOTIa OHU JIeJKaJld JIULIOM K JIUITY, UX OhIXaHUe OIIyIIaioch Ha IeKax gpyT
npyra. E Cel OYpKHYI «yTy» ¥ CYHYJI BEIIb €My B PYKHU o[ ofesiioM. X3 Cio TOJBKO coOupacs
OTKPHITH TTOAAPOK, Kak E Chbl BOPYT MPOTSHYJ PYKY U CXBATUJI €T0 3a 3allsICThe.

OpHO ofesio Ha ABOUX. TeMnepaTypa B ITIOCTEJIX CTPEMHUTEIILHO POCiia. X3 Cio BCKOp€ IMOYYBCTBOBAII,
KaK I'OPHUT 3allsACThe, a U BCE TEJI0O OMEIJIa BOJIHA ZKdpa.

E Cu HEPBHO OTCYUTHIBAJI CEKYHIBI IIDO cebst. OOBRIYHO YYBCTBO BPEMEHU €r0 He IIOABOOMIIO, HO
cervac u3-3a BOTHEHHUS OH COBCEM IIOTepPSAIl YBEPEHHOCTE.

X3 Cro, KaxkeTcs, 0 4eM-To gorapascs. OH 60JIbIle HUYEro He TOBOPHUJI, IPOCTO HE OTPHIBASICH
CMOTpEJ Ha HEero.

E Cu IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK €TI0 IIE€KN 3aJINBA€T KPACKd — HE€ TO OT CMYIIEHHNA, He TO OT IIPUCTAJIBHOTO
B3rjadapna.

«[IonmHOYBL», — COCYUTAT OH IIpo ce0s.

— C mHeM poXKIeHMs, cocefKa 10 mapTe! — OICTPO Beimanuia E Chl ¥ CO BCEH CHIIBI TOTEP THUIBHYIO
ctopony namonu X9 Crwo. — C gueM poxpaenusi! C coBepIeHHoneTHeM!



B HemporisaoHOH TeMHOTe ria3a X3 Cio CUsiiu SIPKo-IpKo. OH 9SHEPTUYHO KMBHYII U C PASOCTHBIM
BUIOM ITPUXKaJ K cebe KOpoOKy.

— MoXKHO yXKe OTKPBITh? — IIENOoTOM ciipocuil X3 Cro.

— OtxkpriBal, oTKphiBai, — E Crl I1y00KO BOOXHYJI ¥ IIOTEP JIafOHU. — BJIUH, g a BOJIHYIOCh.
Haperoch, Tebe MOHPaBUTCS.

«MHe 00g3aTebHO TOHPABUTCS», — mopymai X3 Cio.
Iaxe ecnu B 3T0¥ KOPOOKe IIPOCTO BOPOX CTapHIX ra3eT, g yxKe ee 000xkKar.

JTlagonu X3 Cio BCIIpeNH OT 1OTa; OH HECKOJIBKO Pa3 BEITEP uX 00 ofesiyio, mpexmne yeM 0epekHO
IIPUIIONHSTH KPHIIKY KopoOku. E Chl mipricen Ha KpoBaTH, 0CBoOOXKAas MecTo. X3 Cio YyTKO
Joragarsncs, YTO BHYTPH MOXKeT OBITh UTO-TO XPYIIKOe, ¥ TOXKe OTOOBUHYJICS Ha3ag — eBa He
CBaJIUIICA C Kpas.

B TeMHOTE OH IIOMBITAJICS PA3IUYUThL OUEPTaHus IpeaMeTa. Ha omurymns moxoxe Ha BOJIIEOHYIO
nmaMny AnagnuHa, BOT TOJIBKO BePXYIIIKa y3Kasi, TaK YTO cpa3y u He pa3oOpaTh. CTOMKA OKa3aiach
MeTaJJINYEeCKOM, MPOXJIaJHON U MOBOIBHO TSIXKEJIOH.

— OTO HOYHUK? — pagoCTHO crpocun X3 Cro.
— Vry, — oro3Basics E Cul. — [IpaBha, CBETUT Tak cebe, Tak 4To... IPOCTO pafu 3abaBHl.

— OH 3aMeuaTenbHb! — TyT ke oTBeTus X3 Cio. Cepile B rPynu 3aKOJIOTHIIOCH TAK, CITOBHO BOT-
BOT BHIIPHITHET. OH HEBOJILHO IPHUKAJ PYKY K TPYOH, 3aTE€M OCTOPOXKHO B3SIJICS 38 CTOHKY, MEITASCh
IIOCTaBUTh HOYHUK BEPTHUKAJIBHO.

— IMoromu cekyHny, — cka3an E Chl, BEITSHYJ U3 KOPOOKH IITHYP, HAIIyIIal PO3ETKY Y KPOBATH U
BKJTIOUMJT BUJIKY.

X3 Cio yxke oOHMMas CBETUIBHUK. [1abIlbl KOCHYIHUCH TagoHa — TOT OBLT TBEPHBIM, HO B TO XK€
BpeMs Ka3aJICsd HeBepPOATHO XPYIKUM. TeKcTypa HalloOMUHasa [JIOTHBIY LIeJIK, TIOKPHITEY KPAacKoy, C
eJBa OIIyTUMOU IIePOX0OBATOCTEIO.

9To0...
X3 Cio BOpyr obomien:
— fvynasa ckopmyna?!

E Cbl TUXOHBKO YTYKHYI. EMy X0Tenock 00bICHUTD, OTKyMa B3s7Iach 3Ta UAes, HO CJI0Ba 3aCTPSIN B
ropse. B uTore OH JIMIIL JOCAAHO B3BEPOIIUTI BOJIOCH U CKa3al:

— Bkrouu cBeT, caM YBUOUIIE.
X3 Cro Halymaa najblleM BHKIII0YaTe b, IITyO0KO BOOXHY U IIEIKHYI UM.

— C nueM poxpenus, bor Yuebnl! — pe3ko ceB Ha KpoBaTH, PsiBKHYN Baub Yaub. IlIaub JlaHn
nmogxBatun ciegom: — C BoceMHannatunetuem! C coBepieHHoeTreEM! !

X5 C10 XOTeJI 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO I'0JIOC 0TKA3all EMY.



B TeMHOI KOMHATe O0ILIEKUTHS CBETUILHUK U3 SHYHON CKOPJIVIIEI Ha KPOBATH 3aCHSI TEMHO-CUHUM
CcBETOM. JTO OBIJI0 3HAKOMOE 3Be3THOe HeGo, HO 3Be3[ 0Ka3aJI0Ch Kyma 60JIbIlle, YeM OH IIOMHHUII, a
MajieHbKasi GUTypPKa B KpaCHBOM IIJIallle Ha BePUIMHE TOPHl 3adupasia ToJI0BY C emle O0IbIIUM
ycepaueM, 4eM B €r0 BOCIIOMUHAHUSX. Branu mom o61akaMu BUIHEUCh 3aMKH — TOYb-B-TOYb KaK B
CKa3KaX, KOTa IIPUHI] CllacaeT MPUHIIECCY.

Ho4pio CBETUIBHUK U3 SUYHOM CKOPJIYIIE CMOTPEJICS TPOCTO HEBEPOSTHO. [lepmaMyTpoBas Kpacka
Ha 3Be3[ax 3aCTaBujIa UX CUSITh C 0COOEHHOU SIPKOCTHIO, 3aIMBast BCI0 KHOYHYIO BEICH»
nepenuBYaThHM 6JIECKOM.

X3 Cro 3araun gpixanue. OH CHUfeI CIOBHO TPOMOM ITOpPazKeHHbIH, 0epexkHo fiepXkKa B pyKax
MaJIeHbKUM CBETUJIbHUK U TIISIOS Ha CKOPJYIy — Ka3a/loCh, OH HYU Pa3y B XKU3HU HE BUIE]T HUYETO
6oiee MPEKPacHOT0 U TPOTATEJIbHOTO.

— OHn kpytutcs, — Tiuxo npousnec E Col. OH 0CTOPOKHO IMOATONKHYJ CKOPIYIY, ¥ Ta OBICTPO
3aKpyxunach. ManeHbkas (pUrypka MesabKaja 10 KPyT'y CHOBA U CHOBa, a CBET BCEU 9TOU 3BE3IHOMU
raJlaKTUKU CJIUBAJICS BOEIUHO, 0TOPACHBAS HA OHesijio MPUYYIJIUBEIE ONUKHU.

X9 Cro oImmIeIoMaeHHO OMHS rIa3a. Mrpa cBeTa U TeHM JI0XKuIach u Ha uto E Cul. Tor,
CMYTHBILKCH, CJIETKA TOKPACHEJI, HO BCE PABHO CTAapPaTEIbHO U CEPhE3HO 00BSICHSN, KaK y HETO
POMMIICS 3aMbICEIT 3TOT'0 MaJIeHbKOT0 CBETUIbHUKA U3 TUYHOU CKOPJIYIIEL.

CseT otOpackiBan Ha cTeHy cunysT E Chl; ero rycTele peCHUIIH CIeTKa MOAparuBaid — TOYHO TaK
JKe, KakK TperneTaso cerdac ceppate Xa Cio.

— ITo yero xke Kpacuso... bor E u BIpsSMb BIIOKUIT OYIITY, — 3aBOPOKEHHO IMpobopmoTasn Baub YaHb.
— Odurets IpoCTO, KaK [0 TAKOTO BOOOIIIE JOIyMaelbCs?

— YepT Bo3bMH, YTOO MyKHUK CMaCTEPHUII TaKyi0 MITYKOBUHY! — III9Hb JIaH BRITSHYII 1I€I0 CO CBOEH
KpPOBaTH, Pa3rJigfbiBas IOfAapPOK, a oM KOHeIl HeMHOTI'0 CMyIIleHHO fo0aBuil: — Bor YueoOsl, 1 Tebe
TaHTeNy ofJapui. JT0... IOf TBOUM CTOJIOM CTOSAT, OeJblii KOpoO — OT MeH4.
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