HYKa BEIIIIEJI, ¥ BU Y HETO OBIIT COBEPIIEHHO HOHyprfI, CJIOBHO CaMO IIPOBHUEHNE B 3TOT MUT
IIepeBePHYJIO BCIO €TI0 2KKU3Hb C HOT Ha I'OJIOBY.

YBumes Y BXOIa npy3e171, OH OaXXe He HallleJI B cebe cun YOUBUTHCS, IIOYEMY OHH BCE 30ECH C06paJ'II/ICB
— €IBa XBAaTHUJIO 9HEPI'UH, YTOOBI HAXMYPHUTBCS B 3HAK IIPUBETCTBUSA.

I:x03e¢, TPUCIOHUBINKCDH K IBEPHOMY KOCSIKY, C Y/IBIOKOM Maxasn pykou Hcormy.

Wcom, cTogsmmi psigoM ¢ JIyKo#, nuiib poOKo KOCHUII rila3aMu Ha [Iko3eda. [TpuxkaB pyKy K 6enpy,
OH YKpaJaKOou IToMaxall B OTBET, OGHOBPEMEHHO IBITAsICh TUXO YTEUIUTh JIyKy.

Ho kaxue ObI ClI0Ba OH HU HaXOJuJI, BCE OBIIO TIeTHO: [12K03ed ocTaBui JIyke CIUIIKOM Majo
BpeMeHu. TOT momKkeH ObIJT HeMeIJIEHHO BEPHYThCS ¢ McomoM, coOpaTh Bellly U IepeexaTh B XKHUJIHIIE
AJILBHL.

K uemy BooO11e OBIJIO CHUMATh KBapTUPY? EMy CTamo Tak HEIOBKO, YTO MaIbIbl HOT HEBOJILHO
CKaJluCh, OYTO XKejast IPOPLITh TOHHEIb 10 CaMOoro Kpast IToMecThs.

OcramnbHbIe yxe ObII0 COOPaNUCh YTO-TO CKa3aTh JIyKe, HO, 3aMETHB, YTO CJIEOM 3@ HUM BHIIIETT
AnbBa, OPYXKHO ¥ OCO3HAHHO PACCTYIUIIUCH, 0CBOOOKIAS IIPOXOL.

AnbBa cTymasn nmoutu 6ecCIIyMHO, M ero MATKUM, BKPaIYUBLIN I'0JIOC pa3fascs MPsMo 3@ CIIUHOM
Jlyku:

— Brnarogapto Tebs, Jlyka.

Jlyka o cux 1mop npe6riBasl B COCTOSSHUY IIOJTHON MPOCTPALIMY, HO BCE XKe BEIMYUYUIT OJ00ue YIIBIOKH,
KOTOpasl BHIIIIA fazke KaJloCTHee, YeM IpuMaca Ia4yllero yeaoBeka.

— He cTout 6/1aromapHOCTH, TOCIOOUH ANbBaA.

Ha yunie ANBBEI, IO 9TOT0 03aPEHHOM TEIUIOH YIIRIOKOI, TIOCIe 3TOr0 MOTYEPKHYTO BEXKIIUBOTO
o0OpareHus rociofuH AjbBa IPOMEJIBKHYIO IBHOE 3aMellaTeTbCTRO.

Henb3st ero BUHUTE... HEIb35 TOPOIIUTE... B rna3ax HEIHEITHETO Hy'KI/I OHH — COBEPIIEHHO 9yXKHe
JIIOOH.

— ¢ moma IPHUTOTOBIIIO YTO-HUOYIb BKYCHOE, Oyay KOaTh TeOs.

YcneitaB ¢10Bo goMa, JIyKa Hempou3BOIbHO OTCTYIIHIT Ha IIOJIIIara.

— C-cmacu6o.

®wuona, HaOMOOAs 3a TPOUCXOSIIINM, IIarHyJa BIepen U B IIyTKy Jo0aBUiIa:
— locioguu AnbBa, JIyka Bedb JIIOOUT...

He ycnena oHa 3aKOHYMTH, Kak Miail cXBaTUJ ee 3a PYKY U CllerKa cxKaJjl JIOKOTb, IIPU3kIBas K
MOJTYaHHUIO.

®roHa MOH/Ia HaMeK U, CJIeTKa HaKJIOHUB T'0JIOBY, ITOJAO3PUTEJILHO ITIOCMOTPEIa Ha HEero.

— §1 moruMmato, u Tebe crmacu6o, ProHa, — JTUI0 AJTEBE BHOBB O3apujia CBETIAs yIIBIOKA.



X0Ts OH 06pa1.uanc;1 K OPYI'uM, .HYKa YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €ro B3IrJisA pa3 3a pa30M, BOJIEHO HUIIA
HEBOJIbHO, BO3BPAIlIaE€TCA K HEMY.

Jlyka moTep MOKPHIBIIMECS MypalllkaMy IJeYu — Jla Kakas pa3Huiia! B KoHIle KOHI[OB, pa3Be MOXKET
OBITH YTO-TO AYPHOE HA yME Y TAKOT0 J0OPONOPSIOYHOr0 ¥ YTOHUEHHOT0 YeJloBeKa, KaK AjbBa?
HaBepHsiKa 3TO OH Buepa Iepeesl OCTPOT0 Coyca, BOT T'0JI0Ba U He BapuT.

Korpa Bce pasounucs, Mnau cipocunt:
— Q®uoHa, TH TOXe 3Hana?

— Bpocs, Unaii. Tel npefckasaTesib, HO S TOXKe He JIBIKOM IuTa, — ®1oHa CO CMeXOM CKpecTusa
PYKY Ha rpynu. — BpouewM, s He 3Hal0 B TOYHOCTH, YTO MeXAy HUMHU IIpou3oiio. Ho mocse toro
cnydasi JIyka [OTeps1 TaMaTh TOJIBKO 00 AbBe, & BCE 0CTaJIbHOe COXPaHUTIOCh 4ynoM. [laxe Iypaky
SICHO, YTO UX CBS3BEIBAJIO HEUTO 0COOEHHOE.

— XM, pe3oHHO. XOTS Te, KTO He CJIMIIKOM YYBCTBUTEJIEH K [ejlaM CEePHEeYHbIM, BPSM JIK 3TO MONMYT,
— HWnait MHOTO3HAYUTENIbHO YCMEXHYJICSI, HaMeKasl Ha K0e-KOTo.

— TrI XO4els cKa3arTs...
— Hy ma, — oH KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY, Kyna yuunu Ha#b u [[xek.

— Touno. Hait6 HaBepHsSKa He JOTaAbIBAeTCs, YTO [I2KeK CIIeI[dasbHO He MOBBIIIAeT CBOM PaHT, JIUIIh
OBl "alrle BCTpedaThcs ¢ HUM, — OuOHA B OTYASSHUU MTPUIIOKHUIIA PYKY KO 10y ¥ IMOKavdasia roJI0BOM.

)%k

JIyka Tamui HeGOobIIol YeMolaH — XOTSI BHYTPHU ITOYTH HUYEro He OBIJI0; Ha CJI0BaX OH COTJIACHIICS,
HO B {y1e OBIJI TOTOB B 110060M MOMEHT HaTh OEPY.

CO3BOHMBIIUCE TI0 BUAEOCBSI3U ¢ MCOIIOM, OH HaKOHEIl Halllel KBapTUPY AJbBH U 3aMep Teper
IIBEPHIO.

Korga oH nmogHs PyKy, 4TOOH MOCTy4aTh, €70 CHOBA OXBATHJIA APOXKb: OH 3aMETHJI, YTO HOMEP
KBapTupPH! 7-10 coBmamaeT C maTou ero POXOeHHU.

IomKHO OBITE... TPOCTO coBmageHue. B [TomecThe Beb KBAPTUPHI PACIPEesIOTCs CIydaiHo.

Emre 6oee cTpaHHBIM OBLIO TO, YTO AJIbBa, CJIOBHO ITIOUYBCTBOBAB €0 IPUCYTCTBUE, CaM OTKPHLI
IIBEPb.

Wx B3rnsamoe BCTPETUIUCE, U HYKa OIIYTHJI, KaK €TI0 OKYTBIBA€T BOJIHA OT'POMHOI'O T€IlJIa, HO 3TO XK€
TEIIJI0 II0YEeMY-TO 3aCTaBJIAJIO €ro TeJIO IIOJCO3HATEJIbHO YYBCTBOBATE CTPAX U XKEJIaHUE cOexarTh.

B3arnsag AnbBhI ObIT HEOOBIYEH: B €I'0 CIIOKOMCTBUY YHUTAIMCh BIACTHOCTD U €IBa YIIOBUMOE
cTpeMieHue 00/1agaTh.

[TomoxkpuTe, OH He TIOHSJT — OTKYy/a B35JI0Ch 3TO CTPeMJIeHre 00/1afaTh?..

— I'-roctiogun AnbBa, S IPULIE]T.



Cka3zas 9T0, OH TYT K€ 3aX0TeJI JaTb cebe IIOINEYHrHY: CJIOBA JINIIb ITOOJINIIA MaCJla B OTOHb
HEJIOBKOCTH.

— IIpoxomu ckopee, ycTan?

AnpBa COBEPIIEHHO €CTECTBEHHO B3s51JI €TI0 3a PYKY ¥ YCaOHWII Ha JUBaAH, CIOBHO AeJiall 3TO Y2K€ MHOT'O
pas3, mo3ToOMy HYKa Jazxe He IIOYYBCTBOBAJI IIOABOXA.

Ero Teso oka3anoch Kyloa 4eCTHee HeTrO CaMOoro.

— Cmacu0o, 51... — OH IPOBaNIUJICS B MATKKE MOAYIIKY JUBaHA, B KOTOPHIX MOXKHO OBIJI0O MTHOBEHHO
YCHYTb.

ToNMbKO OH Hayasl KjieBaTb HOCOM, KaK IIOYYBCTBOBAJI IDUKOCHOBEHNE K IIJIe4YaM, X €TI0 3aTYMaHEHHEIE
T'Jla3a BMUT OKPYTIIUJIUCE.

— l'ociogue AneBa...! H-HeT-HeT, He HYXKHO MEHSI MaCcCUPOBaTh!
— Bce B nopsaaxe, JIyka MHOroe cpesal.

JIyka He 3HAJI, YTO ¥ OTBETUTh: OH BeOb TOJILKO 3aCKOYHUJI B KOMHATY, CXBAaTUJI 3yOHYIO LIETKY fa Iapy
¢GyTOOIIOK C TpyCcaMu — HUKaAKOM TsKeJo# paboTkl OH He BHITIOJHS!

Kak oH MOT II03BOIMTh TaKOMY yBaxkaeMoMy B [TomecThe OTIIENTBHUKY PA3MUHATh €My IJIEYH... EMY
OBLTIO 10 KPAaWHOCTH He 110 cebe.

K Tomy ke Mnaii paccka3biBall, YTO y ATbBEL €CTh MaJIeHbKUU BBHIKUBIIHNM, KOTOPHIM ITIOBCIONY XOOUT
3a HUM, KaK BEepHHIU CIIyTa, ¥ PEBHYET K KaXKIOMY, KTO IIOJOUIET CIUIIKOM OIU3KO...

Vina#t BrIpa3uscs o0TekaeMo, HO JIyka BCE IOHSIJI: 3TOT IIOMOIIHUK SIBHO BiII0OJIEH B AJIbBY, ¥ OH
BOBCE He X0TeJl, YTOOB BO3HUKAIU KaKie-To HeJjopa3yMeHus.

OH BCE ele coOupascs 0TKa3aThCs, HO O0JIbINas 1aJoHb AJTEBE MEIJIEHHO IIePeMeCTHIIach C IJIeY Ha
3aTHUIOK, MSATKO TIOTJIa’kMBast MO3BOHOYHHUK, OTUETrO0 II0 TeJTy pPa3/InIoCh IPUSITHOE TEIINO.

BCKOpe OH y2K€ IIONTYIIPUKPEIJI I'/la34d, KaK JZ[OBOJ'H:)HI:II;I KOTEHOK, 3aKMHYB I'OJIOBY 1 CKJIOHUB €€ H8.60K,
COBEPIIEHHO 3&6bIB, KTO TOJIBKO YTO OTHaSdHHO COIIPOTHBIIAJICS.

Ha cnokoiirom nuiie AnbBEI HAKOHEI] IIPOMEJIbKHYJIa €IBa 3aMeTHas JIyKaBad YCMEIIKa.
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