JIyKa II04yBCTBOBAJI, YTO IMPOIOIKAaTh pa3roBop ¢ McomoMm 06 AnbBe — 3aTes He u3 nyumux. OH
OIIyI[aJ CTPaHHBIN TPemneT B Ayllle, HO He MOT MOHATh ero npu4uHy. [locne Toro Kak OH 4aCTUYHO
yTpaTUI NaMsTh, Cepflle ero OMI0Ch POBHO U CIIOKOWHO — [0 CAMOT'0 MOMEHTa HOBO# BCTPEYH C
AJLBOM.

JIyka He Mor o6MaHBIBaTh ce0si: B TMyOHHe OyIIN OeiCTBUTENILHO ITPOCHYIOCH HEeKOe MPeIuyyBCTBUE,
CMeIllaHHOe C U3yMJIeHHEeM, OYOTO YTO-TO MEPTBOE BHOBL 00PEJI0 XKU3Hb. Heyxkenu Mexay HUMHU 4TO-
TO OBIJIO? YBHI, OH POBHHEIM CYETOM HHYEro He MOMHHUIL. [[a ¥ YTO MOTJI0 OBITh OOIIEro y Hero ¢ Takum
BBICOKOIIOYMTAEMBbIM Hafi3upaTeneM? B nmydiiem ciydae — ciaydaliHas BCTpeda BO BpeMS UTPOBOM
ceccuy, TTie OH, caM TOTO He Befasi, 3aBeJjl IIITh TeHepaTOPOB, BEI3BaB Y BCEX IMIPUCTYII IIPpaBefHOT0
rHeBa. JIyka MeuTaTenbHO YABIOHYIICS CBOUM MBICTISIM.

— 4... s moumy cmpory y muctepa [Ixko3eda, — Kapn 3aep3ain Ha MecTe, IOTJISIObIBas B CTOPOHY
KOMHATHI, Kyga yuuiu [Ixo3ed u AnbBa.

— Cupgu yX, 5 caM CXOXKY.

Heroxe roctsl yTpyXnaTh. JIyKa IPUIOKUT HEMAJIO YCUINM, YTOOH! BEITyTaTHCS U3 ITyO0KOTO
Kpecya, KOTOpoe, Ka3aJioch, IOTJIOTUIIO ero HeankoM. OH OBICTPO 3allarai K ABepHy, HO, efiBa ITOTHSB
PYKY, 4TOOHI IIOCTY4YaThCs, YCIIBIIIAI IPUTIYIIeHHBH cMeX [[:ko3eda.

— Xa-xa... Tel Ha caMoM [iejie XpPaHUIIb 9TOT KPAaCHHIH map@d, KOTOPHIM OH Tebe momapuil, Kak
aHTUKBapuat? Hukorga Okl He IOgyMall, YTO TaKOM JeOsTHOW YeJloBeK, KakK Thl, CI0COOeH Ha CTOJb
riny0oKue 4yBCTBa. OTO MIPOCTO CMEPTEJILHO OIMlacHO.

3a 3THM NOCJIEeI0oBall TAXKEJIBIN, OTYETINBO CIILIIIHLINA B3J0X AJIbBHIL.

— Bmpouem, TH PUCKYelllb, OCTaBIIsIs €r0 BOT Tak Ha BuAy. CMOTpH, 4YTOOH JIyKa He YBUOEN, —
cephe3Ho mpegocTteper [Ixo3ed.

Jlyka mOI0KWII TaflOHb Ha [BEPHOY KOCSK U CHeJlall OCTOPOXKHEIM IIar BIepe[, HeBOJIbHO
nopcnyimBas pa3roop. Kpacueiii mapg? Ox? He noka3weiBaTh eMy?

— B rimazax JIyku 3Ta Belllb HUYEM He OTJIMYaeTCs OT IMofapKa OBIBIIEro BO3001eHHOr0. TH He
OOHUIIILCS, YTO OH PA303TTUTCS?

YcnpimaB 3Ty ¢ppasy LeIuKOM U IOJTHOCThIO, JIyka — maxke Oyoy4dd caMbIM HaWBHBIM YeJI0BEKOM Ha
cBeTe — CcMoT ObI CJIOXKHUTh [BA ¥ [IBa. B cepplie 3aKpaauch CMyTHEIE COMHeHuUs. Eciu OB rOCTIOouH
AnbBa xoTen1, 4ToObl OH YTO-TO 3HAJ, OH OBl CKa3as caM. [TofCyuInBaTh 4yK1e TalHbl — IOC/IeqHee
feno.

OnHako 4yBCTBO IIpefaTeIbCTBA, BO3HUKIIIEE HEBECTh OTKYya, 60JIbHO KOIbHYIO U3HyTpU. OcTpas
nyieBHas 00JIb NUIINIIA €r0 XKeJlaHus CIYIIaTh Jalibllle WK rafaTh, CTaHeT JId AbBa



onpaBaeBaThCS. OH MOMSTUIICS, CIIOTKHYJICS 0 3a0BITEIN B CTOPOHE HU3KUY TabypeT U efBa He
PYXHYIL

'pomkuy 1mym npuBiek BHEUMaHue Hcoma.

— Jlyka!

)%k

[Tpexme yeM AnbBa, YCIbIIIAB TPOXOT, OpocuiICs Hapyxy, [12K03ed C yCMEUIKO# CIIPOCHUIT:

— He GouIIbCs, YTO OH 3aM0JO3PUT HEIaJHOoe?

AnbBa IOMEOINI:

— Ecnu oH 3ax04eT y3HaTh — caM IIPUAET ¥ CIPOCUT. A pa3 He CIIpallliBaeT, 3HAYUT, EMY BCE PaBHO.

OH OomyCTHII B3TJISIM, U B €T0 Ila3aX Ha MTHOBEHME MeJIbKHYJIa TeHb pa3oyapoBanus. [Ixo3eda
BCErja pa3/paxalia 9Ta HepeIIuTeIbHOCTD, OH YKe X0Te I J00aBUTh ellle Iapy A3BUTEIbHHIX
3aMeYaHul, KaK CHapyX¥ pas3falics TPOXOT.

— Aii... — JlyKa MOMOpPIIUIICS ¥, MaXHYB PYKO! Ha MPUINYKS, PEIIUIT OCTaBUThH BCE KaK €CTh, TPOCTO
TIOBa/IMBLINCE Ha IOJI PSOOM C IUBAHOM.

OIIHaKO BMECTO OXKHNIOAeMOT0 Yaoapa OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK YbH-TO PYKH MSATKO ITIOOXBATHUIIN €TO.

— Jlyka!

AnbBa, TONMBKO 4YTO LIYTUBIIKY C [I2K03edoM B coceqHel KOMHATe, BEIJIETEN U3 IBepU. TpeBora,
OTpa3UBIIAsCS B €T0 rja3ax, Obljla CIUIIKOM MCKPEeHHEeH, YTOOH ee MOXKHO OBITIO CHITPaTh 3a
HECKOJIbKO ceKyHA. OH B [Ba LIara Iepecek KOMHATY, OIYCTHUJICS Ha KOJIEHU U KPEenKo B35 JIyKy 3a
PYKY, He aBasi MOIIEeBENTUTHCS — OH ObLI HaMepeH HeMeMJIeHHO OCMOTPETD €To Ha IpeiMeT
TIOBPEXKIEHUN.

I>x03ed, CTOSIBUINYN 3@ CIIMHOU AJIBBHI, IEHUBO MPUCBUCTHYIL:

— TIpaBuiIbHO, IPOBEPSIii OLICTPEE, A TO ellle 3aXKUBET, I0Ka COOOPA3HIIb.

AnvBa Mon4a 6pOCI/IJ'I Ha HeT'0 B3TJIA 9epes IIJIedo.



Ix03ed moxarn ninevyaMu u 1006aBUIT:

— O#u, ma MOXeT, TaM ¥ PAHBI-TO HET.

[ToBemeHue AMNbBEL SIBHO BBIABAJIO YETIOBEKA, Ybe Cepiille IPHUHAMIEKUT BO3TI00TIEHHOMY, X KOTOPHIT
M3-3a 9TOro0 noTepsia ronoy. Mcom, fepxkKa B pyKax YalllKy C TOPAYUM 4YaeM, IPUKPHIT POT JTafOHEBIO,
M3yMJIEHHO TTOAYMaB: HeYyKeJll 9TOT SI3BUTENIbHBIN U CTPAHHBIN MucTep [:K03ed MoxKeT OBITh TAKUM
MUJIBIM?

Jlyka yTKHYJICS JIUIIOM B IIOJI, CTApasiCh CIPATaTh IJla3da — COBEeCTh Oblyia HeuncTa. OH, I0HOIIA,
KOTOPBIY B TabopaTopuy BeUHO 000 YTO-TO OMJICS, la ¥ B UTPE MOT BOIUTH OXOTHUKA IBECTH COPOK
CEeKYH[I, pa3Be MOT Tak I'/Iyno ymnacts? K Tomy xe...

— Xopot1I1o, YTO 5T MOCTEIN 34EeCh MYIIUCTHIA KOBEp, — CKa3asl AJbBa.

Ero nuro 651710 coBCceM 6IM3K0, HO OH He 103B0JIsAN cebe nuiiHero. OH BHUMATEIbHO U3ydall KaxkIyio
JIMHUIO HOT JIYKH, OT TOJIEHU [0 IIUKOJIOTKH, CJIOBHO MCCIENYs KaKO#-TO CJIOXKHBIHM nmpubop. Ero
JaJlOHY HEXKHO Kacanuch KoxkH, a JIyKa, IbITasgCh YOepKaThCs, YTOOL He 3aBa/IMThHCS Ha3a[,
WHCTUHKTHUBHO BIETIMIICS B O€JIbIM BOPC KOBpA.

Tosnbko ceryac JIyka 3aMeTuJ1, 4YTO 3TOT HOBBIM AVBAH B COYETAHUU C MATKUM KOBPOM BBITJISIEN TaK,
6ynto AnbBa o6ycTparBa THE3ABIIKO. HeyxKemu OH IpSYeT ero 37ech, Kak gparoneHHy0
HasioKHUILYy? OT 3TOM MBICIIK €T0 IPOLINO XOJOAHBIM TI0T, ¥ OH TYT JKe II0CTapasiCs OTOTHATh ee
IIPOYb, IPHUHSAB MaKCUMaIbHO CEPbE3HBIN BUL.

InuHHBIE Manblbl AJIbBBE CKOJIB3UIM 10 €T0 KOXKe, CJIOBHO OH IEPENIMCTHIBAJI CTPAHUIIE CTaPUHHEBIX
MaHyCKPUNITOB. Ecyi OBl OH IIPOAOJIKUII OCMOTP XOTh HEMHOTO [I0JIbIlle, JIyKa OT HepBOB BhIpas Okl
BECh BOPC Ha KOBpe.

Y IIxo3eda nepHysncs rial. [aas Ha 9Ty CIleHY, IOJTHYI0 HEKHOCTH, OH IIOCIIEITHO MOCKOYMI K
Kcomy, 3aKphII €My TJla3a JIafl0HbI0 U IIPOIIENTal NpefynpexueHue:

— He CMOTPH, OETAM TaKO€ BUAETH HE IIOJIOZKEHO.

Hcom mouyBCcTBOBaJ, KakK MUCTep [IK03ed HEOXKUIaHHO KUBO OPOCUIICS K HEMY, U B CIeAyloIlee
MTHOBEHUE MUD MOrpy3usics B TeMHOTY. OT [[xKo3eda UCXOOUI MIPUATHLIM apoMaT, OKyThIBaBIIAN
ero, u Hcor, He XeJjas CONPOTUBIATHCS, JIUIIb TUXO OTBETUIL:

— XO0po1110, XOPOIIIO.
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