fH Ba¥i xoTen OBII0 HAaTAHYTD IITAHL U YUTH, HO KUBOT IIOJBEII: CTOUJIO €My NIPUMIOAHATHCS, KaK
IIPUXBATUIJIO C HOBOY CHUJIOU.

IBoe CIyT, yCIIBIIIaB IIyM, IPUHSINCH 03UPAThCS, TIHITASICh TOHATH, THe KTO-TO NpsdyeTcs. Bckope
OHM 3aXTJH (paKeIlkl ¥ Havyalik IIPOYeCHBaTh OKPECTHOCTH. fH Bait coemnan moniara, HO IPSTaThCS
OLLIIO HeThe.

— O, 9TO He TOT I CaMbIii KacTpaT?

Curtyarus Oblyia TOHETb3s IOCTHIIHOM: OBa GaKesia OCBETHUIHM IIPOCTPAHCTBO Ha HECSITKU METPOB
BOKPYT, ¥ MyCOp Ha 3eMJjie CTajl BUEH KaK Ha JIafloHu — 3peNuIle He 17 c1a00HepPBHBIX. A camoe
CTpAIIHOE, YTO OH BCE ellle CUes Ha KOPTOYKax. ECnu OHU YBUOST €ro My*KCKO€ JOCTOMHCTBO, 3TO
OymeT IOJIHBIM KpaX.

— BpaTLIbI, ... Y MEHA XKHUBOT IIPHUXBATHUIIO.

fH Ba¥i moHMMaJ, YTO BCE 3TO — KO3HM [IBOPELIKOTO, ¥ BHYTPHU Y HET'O BCE KUIIETIO OT SPOCTH, HO
IPUXOMIUIIOCH OTPABABIBATHCS.

— 2KuBoT mpuxBaTuiao? B coptup cxogutk He cyabrba? Thl XOTh 3HAEIb, Te HAXOOUIILCI? ITO
3apHui cap pesunennuu lanury! T, MeIKUU €BHYX, IIOCMEJI OCKBEPHUTH cafl rocrnoguHa? 2Kuthb
HagoeJson?

— beru ckopee [0JI0KHU TOCIIOOUHY!

— Xopo1110, KO 371eCh!

Cnyru, mogHa4yuBas OPYT ApyTra, Hamyranu dH Bas mo monycmeptu. YepT mobepu, CTOUT U
pa3gyBaTh TaKOM CKaHOas M3-3a MyCTdKa? BOT Xe CBOJI0YY, OH U TakK B TaKOM II0JIOKEHUH, a OHU elle
1 peinunu fobuts ero. OguH U3 ciyr 6pocuscs ¢ goknagoM K Cso II3anto. dH Bait monkiTancs ero
OCTAHOBUTE, HO He yCIIel.

Bena. Temneps He TOIBKO II030pa He 00epelIbest, HO U TOJIOBEL HE CHOCHUT.

Csi0 XyH, OTOMOS HefaleKo, yCbllaaa IPOMKHE Tojioca 1, 00epHYBIINUCH, YBUAENA mofer. OHa
nocreuia Ha MecTo ¥ o0Hapyxuia Cso Bannssl, cupsuiero mox KyctoMm po3. HecMoTps Ha mOTyIO
3UMY, €ro JIUI0 ObIJI0 IOKPHITO TPafiOM IOTa.

— Cs0 B9#113HI, THI...

Cs10 XyH He IOCMeJla CMOTPETh Aasibllle.



— Cs10 XyH, ckopee... — vy 91 Bas yxKe He OBITIO CUJI TOBOPUTb.

Csto XyH Oblla CMBIIIJIEHOM CITy2KaHKOM, OHA BCE IOHsJIA C IIOJIyCJI0Ba M, Pa3BePHYBIINCE, yOexKana.

He mpomino u MHOTO BpeMeHH, KaK CO CTOPOHHI ITOKa3aiachk TOJINa JIofiel ¢ ¢pakenamu. Bnepenu men
CIyra-mOHOCYMK, 3a HUM ciemgoBanu OpaThst Csio FOaubiiuH 1 Csi0 FOaHBIUH.

— IIpoknsaTei KacTpat, mpeBpatui caf pe3uaennun lllanury B otxoxee Mecto! IlTocMOTpUM, CKOIBKO
y TeOs XKu3Heu!

— CMmepTHEK! 3a0UTh aIKaMu 10 CMepTH!

Bpatbsi, nepebuBas Opyr Apyra, BbIHECH fH B30 CMEPTHHIN IPUTOBOP. Y TOTO HE TOIBKO XKUBOT
KPYTHJIO, HO ¥ Ha AyIIe ObUI0 cCKBepHO. UTO 3a HamacTh Takas? OH yxkKe [OYTH Tepsisl CO3HAHUE OT
cnabocTy, 0CcTaBanoCh TOJILKO YIIOBaTh Ha cyar0y. Ho Befb ecu ero 3a0bIOT 70 CMEPTH B TaKoOii 103,
9TO K€ CTAaHEeT IOCMEIINIIEeM Ha BeCh Mup!

— IMoromuTe... — KOTHA CIIyTH y2Ke 3aHECIIM IaJIK|, TOTOBBIE HAHECTH yaap, AH Bai u3 mocnegHux
CHJT BLIKPUKHY]I.

— Yero Tebe, MENKUN €BHYX?

— 4 eBHYX U3 UMIIEPATOPCKOTO ABOPIla, YyenoBek Ero BemuuyecTBa! He Goutecs, 4To UMIepaTop
IIPOTHEBAETC?

— Xa-xa... UmnepaTop? Thl, MenKuii KacTpar, He nyraii MeHsa Ero BenugectBoM. CKaxy Tebe 1Mo
CEeKpeTy, JaXke UMIIepaTop BEIHYKIEH CUUTAThCA C MHEHUEM Hallero poga Cso.

Csto FOaHbIMH GBI HACTOJIBKO 3aHOCYUB, YTO TOTOB OBIJT MOJIOTE JII00YI0 UYIIh, JTUAIIL ObI
IIOKPACOBaThCS.

— Torpa... s mpu6wIn cioma B cBute Illy-¢aii. Bel Bemb He MOXKeTe He IPOSIBUTh K Hel YBaXKeHUS?

Pa3 yx uMnepaTop ux He Hamyrasl, IPUIIIOCh IyCTUTh B Xox uMs Illy-¢hai.

— Menkuit KacTpart, Thl BCE PaBHO CKOPO YMpeIllb, TaK YTO II03BOJII0 TeOe CKa3aTh ellle Iapy CIIOB.
3anoMHHM, KTO ObI 3a Te0Os HU 3aCTYIUIICS, HUKTO Te0Os He CIracer.

Csto FOaHBIMH 37T0PaHO YCMEXHYJICS, SIBHO HAMEPEBASICh MOKOHYUTH C Cs10 BIHII3HL.

— XBaTtut ¢ HuUM 6ontaTth. Cnyru, Gelite!



Csio }OaHBU;I/IH II0TepPSAJI TEPIIEHUE U BSMaXHYII pYKOfI, OTHOaBas IIPHUKA3.

— ITocTowiTe... — dH Baii MOCHIEMNT OCTAHOBUTD UX. ITO YK CIUIIKOM! ITU 6e3yMIIlbl, KpOME CBOETO
IIOMECThS, HUKOTO B YIIOP HE BUAETIH.

— Menkui eBHYX, TO3BOJIIO CKa3aTh ele OfHy (pa3y, a IOTOM OTIIPaBUM Te6s Ha TOT CBET.

Csto FOaHBIMH MPE3pUTENbHO CKIIOHHUT TOJIOBY, €T0 POT PACTSIHYJICS B YXMBIJIKE, OH ObIIT CAMOMIOBOJIEH
no 6e3yMusi.

— 3aBTpa [IeHb PoxkaeHus rocrnonrHa Ilanmy, youBaTh KOT0O-TO ceifyac — AypHas mpuMeTa!

9T0 ObLI MOCTIENHUY WIAHC, ¥ S1H B310 0cTaBasoCh IUINE alle/lyIHPOBaTh K Ipa3gHuKy Cso 1]3aHs.

— Bpar, a Beb OH €10 TOBOPUT. 3aBTPa OTIy UCIIOJIHSETCS IIeCThecAT. YOUBATh UeloBeKa
CeromHs... HexXopoino, He Tak mu? — Csio KOaublvH 3aKone0ascs; IO B Te BpeMeHa ObIIN
CyEeBEPHHL.

— Ortelr HEHABUOUT 3TOTO MEJIKOTO OTPOMbS BCel mymiol. Kakas pa3HuIla, YTO y HETO 100umein? Ito
OTeI] XOUeT er0 CMEPTH, He Jie3b He B cBoe meno. Cnyru, 6eiite!

ITo mpuka3y Csto KOaHbIMHA TOMMIA CIyT OPOCKUIIACEH BIEPe[, 3aHOCS Manku. fdH Baii, moTepsB BCIKYIO
HaOexX[y, 3aXXMypHiIcs. Bcé KoHueHo, BeIXofa 0oibiiie HeT. Hy u mMycTh, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH ITOIAJ
CIOfla U3 OPYTrOro MUpa, B XyOIIEeM ClIydyae — YMPeT U BEPHETCS B COBPEMEHHOCT.

— Omu!

— Al

fu Bait XKpman yoapa, HO BMeCTO GOJTH BOPYT YCIIBIIIan Kpuku. [1ocye cepuu XI0MKOB CITyTH
TIOBAJIMJIKCh Ha 3€MJIIO.

Yro npoucxoout? AH Bai, Oynyuu yBepeHHBIM B CBOEM CMePTH, He ITOYYBCTBOBa yaapa. Heyxenu
OH CHOBa nepeMecTicsi? OTKPHIB I'Ia3a, OH YBUAEJ, UTO CIIYTHU jiexaT 0e3 OBUKEHHUS, a PAOOM CTOUT
YeJIOBEK B YePHOM, CXKUMas B pyKe OIUHHBIY Med. OT He3HaKOMIla BesiyIo rpanuei u cusou. Jluma He
pasrisaneTs, Ho Gurypa nokasanach 3HaKOMOMU.

TougHO! 9TO OHa.

¢lH Ba¥t BOpPyT BCIIOMHUIT: 3Ta 0coba mpoOupaack HOYLIO BO IBOpell YaHIIsSHb, OblIa paHeHa B HOT'Y, U
TOTTa OH CIIac ee.



— CKopee YXO0OuM, — YEJIOBEK B YEPHOM HAKJIOHHUJICA, IIBITAACh IIOOHATH An Boas.

— H... 1 He Mory untu! — AH B3y nokpacHe 0O KOPHEU BOJIOC: U3-3a AUapeX OH He MOT BCTaTh, fa U
IITAHHI ellle He HaTSHYIL.

— Iep3kuit Bop, mocMesn 6ecunHCTBOBATh B pe3uaeHniuu [lanmry! CxBaTUTh e€!

Csio FOaHbIMH, YBUOEB, YTO Ha MONMIYTHA 00BIBUIICS HEXKIaHHBINM repoy, PEIIUBIINY CIIaCTH KacTpara,
JIUIIH PacCMesiyiCsl — KaKasi caMOHafleTHHOCTh. CIIyTH yKe TOTHSINCE, Togo0pany Maiky u
IIPUTOTOBUJIACH K HOBOM aTake. M3 mepegHero gBopa MpuMYaoch C IECSITOK YEPHBIX TeHEeHN. ITU
JIIOMY OTJIMYAJIUCh OT CIIYT — OBUTAJIMCH OBICTPO M JIOBKO, MOCTUTHYB 1I€JI B OMHO MIHOBEHUE.

— BrlI npuminu Kak Henb3s KcTaTu! CXBaTUTh 9TOro Oe3ymiia B 4epHOM!

Csto FOaHbIMH BOCIIPSAT AyXoM. PaHbllle OH CYUTAJI, YTO AJIS PacIpaBhbl HaJl EBHYXOM XBaTUT U
IIPOCTHIX CJIYT, HO Pa3 IMOSBUJIUCH Te, KTO PELINI BMeIlaThCs, XOPOIIOo, YTO MTOI0CIIesia OXpaHa.

— Yxonmu cKopee, UX CIUIIKOM MHOTO! — fIH Ba¥t, BUAs, 4TO mesio MpUHUMAET IJI0X0M 000pOT, Havarn
TOPOIIUTH CIIACUTENLHULY.

— Xouems yitu? He Tak MpoCTO, — XOJIOMHO NPOU3HEC IPEOBOAUTEIh OXPaHHL.

Cnyru OTCTYIIUIIH, BIIepen BB 00Ib. YeoBeKa B YePHOM OKPYKHUJIK CO BCexX CTOpoH. OxpaHa
Haydaja KPYyXKUTh BOKPYT, CO3[IaBasi KApycejb, OT KOTOPO# y 11000T0 HEITOATOTOBIIEHHOTO YeI0BeKa
3aKpyxKunach Ovl royioBa. dH Baii ykpaako# HabmIIoman 3a 3TUM — THe-TO OH yKe BHUJIe/ HEUTO
nmomoOHoe. TouHo! B cOBpeMeHHOM XKU3HU, Ha 9KpaHaX TeJIEBU30POB, YACTO MOKa3kIBaId TaKue
CIIEHHI.

YeioBeK B UePHOM OTJISIAENICS, IOHUMas, 4To 3abpaTh fAH Bas He ymacTcs, U B T7la3axX MPOMETbKHYIIO
pasouapoBanue. OHa MCKaJla MOMEHT.

— IIpocTu, — mpourenTana OHA ¥, B3MaXHYB Me4Y0M, OpocuIach Ha OFHOTO U3 GOMIIOB.

Te mosyaranu, 4To OHa He ITOCMEET HallacCTh U MPOCTO CHACTCS, II09TOMY JIUIIL KPYKUITH, HEe aTaKysl.
YBupeB cBepKarwiee 1e3Bre, JB0oe 00UIIOB OTIPSHYIM, 0CBOO0OKAs IIPOXO,.

Bxuk!

YenioBeK B UepPHOM, He pa3AyMbiBasi, METHYJICS B Opelh 1 OPOCHUIICS B 3allaffHOM HallpaBIeHUH.

— B norosnto! O6s13aTenbHOo cxBaTUTh! — psaBkHY Cso KOanbsmuH. OXpaHa, CJIOBHO CTast BOJIKOB,



6pOCI/IJ'[aCB BCJien.

BBII0 04eBUHO, YTO YEJIOBEK B UePHOM YBOIUT KX 3a co00ii, TaK KaK CKOPOCTh Oera Onina
HEBBICOKOM. XOTSI yrpo3a Co CTOPOHH 00ii110B MUHOBasa, fH B3l mOHSI, YTO BCE ellle B OITAaCHOCTH —
Belb OCTAJIOCh TIOJIHO CIIyT.

— Menkuit KacTpar, Teepsb-To Te0sT TOYHO HUKTO He CIIacerT.

Csio }OaHBHI/IH XWITHO YCMEXHYJICA U B3AMaXHYII pYKOfI, IIPHUKaA3bIBads CIIyIraM IIPOAOJI2KATh.

Bce, 941 Bait mouyBCTBOBAN, KaK CEPALle YIUIO B IATKHU. Teleph JeUCTBUTENIBHO IIOMOIINY XKAATh
HeOoTKyZna. Y B TOT caMbIll MUT, KOTZla OH yXKe 0T4assCs, U3LajeKa JOHEeCCs XOJIOMHBI I'0JIoC:

— KT0 cKka3zaj, 4To ero HEKOMY crmacTtu?
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