— MBI [OTKHBI TPOCTEOUTE 3a Hel!

— 3auem? — JIsso LJluHb OTMaAxHYJICSA OT Ha30MIMBOM KOPOJIEBE, ITIOPXAlIel y HEero Iepes ria3aMy,
¥, B35B KJIIOUM, HAIIPABUJICS K BHIXOAY.

— Tebe pa3Be He mobonbTHO? TaH JIy celidac Bo3BpallaeTcs HOMOii. Eciu MbI TOKAEM CIIefioM,
BO3MOXKHO, Y3HAEM UTO-TO UHTEPECHOE.

— Hert, — oTpe3an oH, 6e3:KaI0CTHO OTBepras MpeanokeHue, U IPUIONHSI KHUTY, KOTOPYIO AepKal
B pyKaX. — Y MeHs ellle 3aHATUS 110cyie obefa.

— Xum! — KoporneBa u3gana BO3MYIIEHHEN 3BYK U TYT XKe UCYe3a.

JIsio LluHb ITOKaYaJsi roJI0BOM: XapaKTep Y 3TOM 0COOHI OB TOMCTHHE HEBHIHOCUMBIM.

Tem BpemeneMm TaH Jly yx&Ke mofoiia K BOpoTaM fioMa CeMbH TaH.

— HebnaropmapHasi neB4oHka! — He ycmerna oHa mepecTyIuTh IOPOT, Kak 13 TTyOMHE IoMa B Hee
noJjieTesla YaHad 4allka. Ta# JIy BoBpeMs ofajach B CTOPOHY, IIPOBOXKAas B3IJIANOM IIPOJIeTEBIINN
MUMO nrna hapdop, ¥ HeBOJIBHO MPUINYPUIIACE.

— A THI ellle TIOJIOH CUJI, — YCMEXHYJach OHa. — Hy 4To0, 3a4eM 3Bajl MEHS BEPHYThCS?

TaH BaHb0aHb TAXKENIO0 OHIIAj, Inepen riia3aMu y Hero IIJIbIJIO, HO OH C TPYOOM 3daCTaBHUII ce0s
BBEITIPSAMUTLCA.

— Cama mocmoTpu! — OH ¢ CUJIO¥ WIBRIPHYJ GyMaru Ha CTOJ U TSKEJI0 OMYCTHUIICS B KPECIIO.

Tan JTy 6pocuia Gerbii B3I Ha JOKYMEHTHI, Cpa3y IOHSB, B UeM [IeJI0, U YTOJIKU ee T'y0 TpoHya
ette 6oee MsATKas yiabOKa.

— He oxwupana, 4To AsaiomKa JIio cpaboTaeT Tak GEICTPO.

— Yo TH cKa3ana?! — TaH BaHbloaHb BHITApAllXI T71a3a, He BEPSI CBOUM yInaM. Ero mous, KoTopas
paHbIIle Bcerpaa pobKo BITpAIIBaja y Hero KpymuIlsl JF00BM, — KOTHa OHa yCIesa CTaTh TaKOM?

Bups ero notpsicenHoe nuuo, Tan JIy cresnaa war Buepeq.

— 4 npocTo 3abupaio To, YTO IPUHALJIEKUT MHE T10 IIpaBy. Mol agBoKaT 0OCYOUT C BaMU feTau. A
ecny 0OJIbIlle HUYEeTo HeT, TO 5 IIOUAY.

OHa cerka mOKJIOHMJIaCch, COOUPAsCh YXOAUTh, HO Ha IIOPOTe 06epHYyIach:

— Ila, kcTaTH, myuie Tebe mepeexaTh Kak MOKHO CKopee. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, TBOE IIPUCYTCTBHE 37[€Ch
co37aeT MHe NUIIHKEe HeyHoOcTBa. U elre... Kak TaM TeTymiKa LI3u? OngTh yiina urpaTth B Maf2KOHT?
Tebe cTouT 00CYOUTH C HEl BCce 3apaHee, YTOOHI YCIETh IOATOTOBUTD ITOYBY AJISI CBOEW AparoleHHON
OOYYPKH, He HaXOOUIIb?

Tan Jly 3agasa 3TOT BOIPOC C MPUTBOPHLIM YAUBIEHHEM, a 3aTeM Ji00e3H0 Jaia CoBeT.
— YT0 X, Ha 9TOM 1 OTKJIQHSIOCD.

I'nans, kak TaH BarbloaHb, XBaTasd PTOM BO3[YX, He MOXKET BEIMOJIBUTH HU CJ10Ba, Ta# Jly nuins



CJIerKa YJ'IBIﬁHy'J'IaCB ¥ T'PAallMO3HO BEHIIIJIA U3 AOMaA. C3agu moHeccs I'POXOT JIETAIINX ITPEIMETOB.

OTOT eHb HacTaj Tak OBICTPO. BoceMHaLaTh €T MPOJIETENH KaK OguH Mur. TaH JIy BCIOMHHUIIA
BUMIEHUS U3 CBOMX CHOB U Ty camyto KHuUry JIso Luus. Ee B3risig Ha MIrHOBEHUE TIOTEMHEII, HO TYT Xe
cMeHusncs ynebkoi. [Toxkanyi, 3Ty KHUTY 1TOpa BEIOPOCUTb.

Becs octaTok gusa TaH Jly He nosBisach Ha 3aHATUAX. JIsg0 LIUHE TO ¥ €10 IOTIAABIBall Ha Yack, C
TPYZOM OOXKHUIAsICh OKOHYAHUS YPOKOB.

Kopornesa He ymepxkanack OT HACMEIIKHU:

— Tax BonHOBancsa? HyxXHo ObIJI0 CyInaTh MeHs elne B o0en!

Bepnysimmce gomoi, JIsio LlvHb yBUAEN TeMHBIE OKHA, HO HUYEro He OTBETUJI Ha KOJIKOCTh KOPOJIEBHI.
OH mgocTarn K/Iouu, 4TOOB OTKPBITh IBEPh, U 3aMep: OHa Onlna He 3amepTta? JIsio LluHb ¢ HemoyMeHreM
TOJIKHYJI CTBOPKY.

— Bepnyca?

[ortoc ©3 TEMHOTHI IPO3BYyYas COBCEM He Kak Bompoc. JIsgo [IluHbs Ha MIrHOBEHHEe 3aMep, HO OBICTPO
B3s71 ce0s1 B pyKU U BKJIIOYHUTI CBeT. TaH JIy CIIOKOWHO CHAENa 3a CTOJIOM, TJISIAs IPSIMO Ha HeTo.

— [MTouemy He BKmMOunIa cBeT? — OH mepeoOysics U, PO B KOMHATY, YBUE] HaKPHIThIHM CTOT. —
THI... cama 9TO IPUTOTOBUJIA? — BEHINIAIUII OH B U3yMJIEHUHN.

— He Bce xke Takue 6e3mapHble, Kak Tel, — TaH JIy ceropnHs Oblla B TPeKpacHOM HAaCTPOEHUH U He
pa303uiach Ha ero BOIIPOC, OTBETUB C JIETKOW HaCMEIIKO.

JIsio 1luHb, IOAIETHIM ee clI0BaMu, OPOCHIT KITIOUM Ha CTOJI U, B3SIB IMAJIOYKH, JIeXKalliue Ha Kparo
yaurky, nomnpobosan 6mogo. OH 3aMep. BKyc efpl 3acTaBUII €0 Ha CEKYHAY BHIIACTh U3 PEalbHOCTH,
¥ OH ycTaBuics Ha TaH JIy OTCYTCTBYIOIIUM B3TISIHOM.

E#l He TOHPaBUJIOCH, YTO OH CMOTPUT CKBO3b Hee, BCIIOMUHAs KOTO-TO PYTOT0, ¥ OHA CIIpOCHIa
MPAYHBIM TOHOM:

— O KOM THI AyMaemib?

JIg0 LluHb HEBO3MYTHMO II0JIOKUJI ITAJIOYKK Ha MECTO U Cesl Ha CTYIL.

— Hu o kowm. [IpocTo He 0XKugas, YTO TH TaK XOPOIIO T'OTOBUIIL. Y KOTO YYUIACh?
TaHn Jly He nmoBepuia HU €IUHOMY €T0 CJI0BY, HO CIIOPUTH He CTaa.

— Hu y xoro. IIpocTo coenana, Kak IOIy4YUIOCh.

— BoT KaK, — pa3o4apoBaHHO NPOTAHYI JIg0 Luae. — Ewmb, ey cKopee, a TO CTOJIBKO HaroTOBUIIA,
OCTHIHET — OyIeT HEBKYCHO.

He oTBeTuB Ha ero mexypHyio ¢hpa3sy, Tax Jly B3siyia MagoYKy ¥ IPUHSIIACE 3a efy.
— Cnyurait... — JIsio LluHb TOCMOTPET Ha €€ aJI0UKK U CMYLIEHHO 3aMOJT4all.

Tan Jly, npuKyCcuB KOHUMK MTaJI0YKH, HEBUHHO ITIOCMOTPeJIa Ha HETo U flaXke UTPHBO IIPOBeJia o Her



I3BIKOM. JIg0 LIMHb CTJIOTHYJI KOM B TOpJie ¥ IIPOTJIOTUII TO, YTO COOUPACS CKa3aTh.
B yrny, roe ero B3rniag He MoT ee focTtaTh, TaH Jly enBa 3aMeTHO yCMEXHYJIacCh.
— Kcrartu, yuutens JIg0, faBaiTe BHIIbEM!

[Tpu Bupme O6yThIIKY, KOTOPYIO TaH JIy HeBeCTh OTKyHa HocTana, B royose JIso LluHs cpaboTana
TPEeBOXKHAasA CUPEHaA.

— JleTsM anKOroJib HpOTI/IBOHOKa3aH! — CTPOT'O 3a4BHJI OH, ITBITAaACh COXPAaHUTHL aBTOPHUTET.

— CeropHsl MHe MCIIOJIHMJIOCh BOCEMHAaANaTh. — TaH JIy cTepna c julla yneoKy, ee BhIpaxkeHue
CTaJio cTpaHHHIM. [ToMo4aB, oHa JobaBuiIa C OTTEHKOM IPYyCTH: — JTO [eHb, KOTfia 5 cTana
B3DPOCIIOH.

— Bor oHo uTo0... C iHeM poxpenus! I[Ipocty, yuutens He 3Haul. [lomapok s Tebe mo3xke Bpydy. —
JIso LluHb pacTepsscs, He 3Has, YTO OTBETUTh.

— Huuero crpamnsoro, — Tas Jly BelfaBuia yis0Ky, XOTS B ee I'Jla3ax YATAJ0Ch IPUHYXEHUE. —
Heyxenu B TakO¥ OeHb y4uTenb JIS0 He X04YeT BEIIIUTH CO MHOU?

['nsaps Ha ee BEIMy4YeHHYIO yNbIOKY, JIsio Llunb He cMor oTKa3aTh. OH caM He 3aMeTHJI, KakK eTro pyka
IOTSIHyIach 3a 00KajoM, KOTOPHIY IpoTsiHyna TaH Jly.

— Cnacubo, yuutens JIgo! — pagoCcTHO BOCK/IMKHYJa OHa, U €€ JIUII0 CHOBA IIPOCHSIIO.

— Tonpko oguH pa3. MHOTO NUTH HEJb3s, 3aBTpa B IIKOJy, — JIs10 LIWHE CTJIOTHYJI CJIOHY U BBIIUJI,
CIIOBHO MMPUTOTOBUIICS K CMEPTH.

— 97? — [TouyBCTBOBAB BKYC, OH YIUBUIICS: Ka3aJl0Ch, €T0 MIPEXKHSS CIIOCOOHOCTD MbSHETH C OTHOTO
Ookasa Kyma-To ncuesna. HeyxKenu 3To ©3-3a TOTO, UTO OH B IPYTOM Tejie?

2Kenast TpoBepuUTh HOrafKy, OH MPUIIOAHS O0KaJl, Ipefsaras moBTOpuTh. TaH JIy BUumena 3Tu
IIepeMeHH], HO, XOTSI 9TO Ka3aJioCh €l CTPaHHHIM, IIPENsITCTBOBATh HE CTala.

[Tocne HecKONbKUX O0KasoB JIsio LIuHb TOUYBCTBOBAI JIETKOCTE, a IIeKH ero 3aiui pyMsHel. Ero
rnasa, OnecTsinye, Kak 3Be3[bl, CMOTpeny Ha TaH JIy ¢ BaXKHBIM 0J1€CKOM.

— 41 xo4y elle, — MPOrOBOPUJI OH C KAIIpU3HOU HOTKOM, pacTAruBas CJIOBa.

Bech ero Bu — KOKETJIUBLIM TOH, MATKOCTb BO BCceM Tejie — Obln i TaH JIy 4eM-TO COBepIIeHHO
HOBBIM, HO 3TO €l y2KaCHO HpPaBUJIOCh. B ee ria3ax mpoMenbKHYJI TEMHBIN OTOHEK.

Ona Me[IeHHO IT0fanach BIeper, A Ha Her0 — TaKOr0 ONyPMaHEHHOI0 ¥ He IO03PEeBaIoIIero
HY 0 4eM. TaH Jly npolenTana eMy Ha yXO:

— Borblie Henb3s, yuyuTenb. Bel yKe NbSHEL.

JIsgo LluHb, HEe TIOHUMas, YTO B r71a3ax TaH JIy oTpaxaeTcs COBCEM He YUUTEIbCKOe II0YTEHUE,
YCIIbIIIA JIMIIL 3alpeT Ha aJIkoTo/Ib U TYT Ke Hamyl IyOH:

— He xouy! Xouy ewe, xouy!

Bosice, uto Tau JIy He COTJIAaCHUTCS, OH CXBATHJI €€ 3a PYKY U IOTSHYJICS K OyThiiKe. HeCKombpKO pa3



IIPOMAaxXHYBIIMCh MUMO ILIE€JI¥, OH HE IIOHMAJI, II0YEeMYy GYTI:IHKa AOBUT'AETCA, PA303JINJICA W, PE3KO BCTaB,
HAIIPpABHUJICA K Hel.

Tau Jly He cTana ero octaHaBnuBaTh. OHa ¢ HHTepecoM HaOmonana, Kak JIso Llues maTtaomencs
TIOXOMIKOM UOET K Hel, U YTONIKYU ee r'y0 IOMOoJI3/IU BBEPX.

3alenuBIIACh, HOCKOM 3a 4TO-TO, JIsio LIMHb moTepsin paBHOBecue. TaH JIy IOOXBATHIIA €T0, ¥ OH BCEM
TEJIOM PYXHYJI ef Ha KOJIeHH.

— Yuurens, BH B HOpHJIKe? —B yiIiax JIsio HuHs IIpo3By4dan BCTpeBO}KeHHBIfI T'0JIOC, HO OH HHKAK HE
MOT BCIIOMHHUTBH, KOMY TOT IIPUHAOJIEXKUT.

Onupasick Ha Oempa Tau JIy, OH MOIBITAJICS MIONHATD T'OJIOBY, YTOOR Pa3rIsioeTh TOBOpsIIero. Kakue
KpacuBble Ta3a... OH 3aBOPOKEHHO CMOTPEIT Ha Hee, IPOTATUBAs PYKY, YTOOR KOCHYThCS JIHIIA.

— Csio Cs10... — mpoOOPMOTa OH B 3aMeNIaTeIbCTBe.

YcnbiiaB He3HakoMoe uMs, Tas JIy moMpayHena, a B ee TEMHBIX I'Ta3ax 3a0yp/Iuid HETIOHATHEIE
YyBCTBA.

He nonyuus otBeTta, JIsio Llunb He coancs. Cnemys Muillb COOCTBEHHOMY KeJIaHUIO0, OH IOTBITAICS
nogoOpaThcst Onuxke — elle 6aMkKe K 9TOMY 4esloBeKy. Ero maTasno, HO OH YIIOPHO TSIHYJICS K He.

Pyka cockonb3HyIa, ¥ OH IOfacs Brepeq, mafas B 00bsaTus Tan JIy. OHa Kpenko nmpuxaina ero K
cebe, He oOpalrass BHUMAHUS Ha TO, YTO OH IIBITAETCS BEIOPATHCS, ¥ MEJIEHHO COMKHYJIAa PYKH 3@ ero
CIIMHOMH.

— YuuTensb, BH MIbSHHIL. Hy Hy OTHeCeT BaC B KPOBATh OTAOXHYTE.
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