— Cs10 Cs10, THI BCE €l1I€ YUTAEIb TOT poMaH? ['oBopio Tebe, CI0XKEeT TaM [lajbIlle — IIPOCTO OTBa
Bcero!

Bepnysuuch B ob1iexuTue, Xa LISHBCSA0 0 TPUBEIYKE OTKPHUT IPUIOKeHUe s uTeHus. Ero cocen
110 KOMHATe, Pa3BaJIUBIIKCL Ha KPOBATH, 00JITAl HOraMu IIPSIMO Hajl ronoBoi X3 IIsTHbCSO.
OcTanbHbBIE COCETU eIlE€ He BEPHYIIUCH C 3aHSATHUH.

B nocnenHee BpeMsi oHU 00a MOACEM Ha OOMH POMaH, KOTOPHIM cocel 00HAPYKUI CIy4aiHo. ITO
Obla cTapas, IpOoNKUTaHHAas K/IHIle UCTOPUS B XKaHpe JaHMeH, I'7ie BCE CMeIIaoch B OOHY 6e3yMHYI0
Ky4y, HO ITPX 3TOM YUTAJIaCh OHA Ha yauBjieHue O0APO.

OpmHOM M3 TJIaBHBIX IPUYKH, TI0 KOTOPO# COCe[l MTOACYHYII 9Ty KHUTY X9 LIsTHbCSI0, OBIIIO TO, YTO
BTOPOCTEIEHHOT O NTEPCOHAXKa 3Baii Tak XKe, Kak U ero — X3 LIsgHbCS0.

9TOT TE€3Ka repost OB BCeoOUMM TI00UMIIEM, HO TOJIBKO Ha MEePBEINA B3T/IsA. [IoueMy Ha IMepBHIT?
[ToToMy 4TO B Ha4aje UCTOPUHU BCe BOKPYT AYIIHM B HEM He 4asiiu, OYKBaJIbHO OCHINAst ero JI000Bb0 U
3a00ToM CO BCceX CTOPOH. [laxKke rJIaBHBIM I'epoil KHUTH MIPOUTPHIBAJ My II0 momyisipHocTu. Cocef
naxe myTus, 4Tto X3 LIgHbCSA0 caM Hamnucasl 3TOT pOMaH.

Coceq, 31m0paACTBysi, 00OaBUI:

— Tel HU 3a YTO He JorafaellbCcs, KaKou TaM HJanbiine moBopoT! Thl BOBCE HE POMHOM CHIH
uMmnepartopa! ['maBHBIM T€pOX — BOT HACTOSIIIUY HAaCIeHUK!

X5 LIssHBCSA0 3aMep:

— A?

— U Bcs Ta mo00Bb, KOTOPO# TeOst OchImanu, Obljla MPUTBOPHOM, — COCe[ BRITJISIAET HEBEPOSITHO
BO30YKIOEHHBIM U 3aJTUBAJICI CMeX0M. — HacmegHEN IPUHII, 3aJI0KHUK, JTYYIINHi BEITYCKHUK
aKafieMuu — y KaXaoro u3 HUX OblTA CBOM Ienid. KTo 6bI MOT IIOyMaTh, YTO HAIl KpacaBUUK-CTYHAEHT
KOTra-HUOYyOb TIOMAAET B TAaKOM IeperieT!

Bups, xak on moBoneH, X3 LIsTHbCS0 OTIOKUI Tee(OH U IOMHSI Majell:

— TTo3BOML MOMYEPKHYTh: 3TO NTePCOHaX KHUTU. He Hamo BecTu cebs Tak, OyATO 3TO CO MHOM
IIPOXCXOOUT, IOHSN?

OmycTuB manel], OH C UHTEPECOM N00aBUII:

— Hy u 4to Tam manbiuie? PacckasbiBail mofgpo6HO.

Cocen TKHYIJI IIaJIbIIEM B 3KPaAH, OTKPEIB CaMYI0 OCTPOCIO2KETHYIO I''TaBy.



Yewm Gonbiie 060Kanu 3Toro «Xa LISHBCS0» B IEPBOM II0JIOBUHE KHUTH, TEM yKaCHee CTaHOBUIIaCh
ero y4acTh, KoTa Macku Oblii cOpoIeHsl. B Hayasne y Hero Obi mo0sumi «0paT» — HaCIeqHBIN
IIPUHIL, 3a00TIUBHIN OTEI-UMIIEPATOP, OPYT-3aJI0KHUK, C KOTOPHIM MOKHO ObII0 0OCYIUTH BCE Ha
CBeTe, U JIYUIINii BHITYCKHUK aKaJeMUHU, B KOTOPOT0 OH OBIJI TAaWHO BIIOOJIEH. TOT XOTh U OBLI
CHepXkaH, HO K HeMY OTHOCUJICS LOBOJIBHO MSTKO.

Ho c 3Toi riaBel Ha4anoch IpefaTenbcTBO. BeceoOuuit mo6uMel] cTaa BCeoOmuM u3roeM. [ J1aBHbIM
repoi He cTan Jo6uBaTh €ro, HO, TOCKOIbKY TOT rOflaMU 3aHUMaJl er0 3aKOHHOe MECTO, a TJIaBHbIH
Tepoii B CBOE BpeMsI JTUIIh 3aBUCTIMBO HAOIIOMAI 3a ero ycrexaMu, IIOMOTaTh eMy OH, KOHEUHO XKe,
He cobuparcs.

HacnenHubii IpUHI, KOTOPBIN IIpexae nemnesin «X3 LIgHbCA0», HAKOHEL CMOT OTKPBITO SIBUTh CBOIO
HEHABUCTh. 3aJI0KHUK, KOTOPOMY BOT-BOT IIPEMICTOSIJIO BEPHYTLCS HA POAUHY, IPOCTO OPOCHUII €ro B
Oeme. A ny4inuii BEITYCKHUK... OH TIOAJIUII Macjla B OTOHb X OTIIPaBUJI €T0 IPSMUKOM B Oe30HY.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB ITOSIBIJICSI UMIIEPATOP U HaHEC nocmegHuil yoap. OH moxanoBan «X3 LIssHbCs0»
Yalry C SIO0M.

«X9 LIssHbCS0>» OBUT I030pOM HMIEpPaTopa. ONHO €ro CyIieCcTBOBAaHKE HAITOMUHAJIO TPABUTEITIO O
COEesIHHOM, HO, IIaMsITys 0 TofiaX CIIyKO0BI, UMIepaTop fapoBall eMy NOCTONHYIO CMEPTh.

I'napgg Ha TO, Kak «X3 LIgHbCA0» pEeLIUTEeNIbHO BhIIUBAET 41, X3 LISHbCS0 B3OPOrHyyl. TONIbKO Teneph
OH TIOHSJ: CKOpee BCEro, UMEHHO C 3TOT0 MOMEHTa HauWHAETCS CIOXKET, I'7ie TTIaBHOMY I'epoio BCE
ymaetcs 6e3 yCUui, a ero Té3Ka ObUI UL (GOHOM.

OH momaBUJl HEIIPUSATHOE YYBCTBO U ITOAyMaJl: XOPOIIIO, YTO 3TO He $1, YK O0IbHO MevasnbHbIH QUHAI.

OpHako He ycresia 3Ta MBIC/Ib 0QOPMUTHCS, KakK X3 LISHBCSA0 BHKITIOYUT 3KpaH TenedoHa, YTOOH
BEPHYTH €r0 COCeNly, ¥ TYyT B KOMHATe MUTHYJ U II0Tac CBeT.

[Tepen rna3amu X3 L{sHBCSIO0 HACTyIKIIa ThMa, a B TOJIOBE 3alIyMesio. TeaeoH B ero pyKe BHE3allHO
CTaJl HeeCTECTBEHHO TSIKETTBIM.

Korpma oH CHOBa OTKDHUI I'1a3a, TO 3aCThUL. B pyKax y Hero OblI BOBCe He TenedoH, a MyK4YKHa B
XajaTe C KPyTJbIM BOPOTOM. TOT CTOSIJ, ONyCTUB I'OJIOBY, ¥, BCTPETUBIINCEH C HUM B3IJIA0M, X9
LIssHBCS0 Y3HAI ero.

9T0 6111 ero cocen F0aub Csi010aHb, C KOTOPHIM OH TOJIBKO YTO 00CYKOas CIOXKeT?

Her, uTo-TO 3m€echk OBITIO HE TaK.

YBupes, uto X3 LisgabC0 pa3xan pyku, «lOanbs Csi00aHb» TYT K€, CJIOBHO IOPKUM YTOPb, PYXHYJI Ha
KOJIEHH, BCXJIUIILIBAST:



— Illecroit npuHIl! Baiie BeicouecTBo, 1 HUYero He 3Han! { MOHATHS He UMel0, Kak... KaK 9TOT
IIOPOLIOK XOJIOGHOM MUIIY 0Ka3aJICs O[T Balllei MOTyIIKOu!

YcnrimaB obpanenue «Illectoi mpuHi», X3 L[SHBECSI0 MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK r'0JI0Ba IIOIIIa KPYTOM.
9TOT 3HAKOMBIY TUTYJI. ITOT 3HAKOMBIN CIOXKET.

IlypHOe IIpequyBCTBHAE OXBATUJIO €TO0.

X3 LIsiHBCSI0 C TPYAOM IIOBEPHYJI I'OJIOBY M OCMOTPEJICS. BOKPYT BO3BHIILIAICS BeIN4Y€CTBEHHBIN
OBOpPEIl, Ha BEIBECKE KOTOPOTO OBIJI0O HauepTaHo [IBopel MiuH. JItogu B IpeBHUX Hapsgax —
CTPaXXHUKM, €BHYXHU, CIIy’KaHKU — YMHHO XOOWIU TyHa-Clofa.

Ecnu naMsaTh ero He IMOOBOOHUT...

[TepcoHazxK, C KOTOPHIM €T0 CBSI3LIBAJIO UM B TOM POoMaHe, Toxe OblT IIlecThIM IPHUHIIEM U XKHUJT BO
IIBopue HiuH.

Ecnu 3TO pO3BITPHII, TO YPOBEHD NeTaNnu3allui eKopalui. ..

...CIIIIIKOM BBICOK, HE Tak JIu?

CnycTsl HEKOTOpOe BpeMs, 3aiaB llapy HaBOOAIIKMX BOIIPOCOB, X3 LISHBCSO MOHSI CBOE MOI0XKEHNUE.

Kanw CsowaHnb B kKHure 3Basncs F0aub FOaub u morub B caMoM Havasne. [[py4uHOM CTalo TO, YTO KTO-
TO TIOJJIOKUJI IIOPOIIOK XOJIOAHOY NMUINY O MOAYLIKY UCTUHHOIO Bjafesiblia Teja, a 3aTeM
PacCIyCTUJ CIIyXH O ero MPUCTPACTUX K HAPKOTHKY, IBITAsICh OYEPHUTH €T0 PEemyTaluio.

B Havase KHUTY repoy OB Ha KOHE, II0JIb30BaJICS [OBEPUEM HMIIEpaTopa, T03TOMY UHIIUAEHT He
BBI3BaJI OOJIBIINX BOJTHEHUM ¥ ObIT 3aMsT. KoOHeYHO, BUHOBHMKA TaK ¥ HE HAIIJIH.

Ha mepBrI¥t B3TJISA[I, TePOIO IIOBE3JI0, YTO BCE 06O0IIIOCH, HO C 3TOI0 MOMEHTA UMIIePaTOP BHIYEPKHYII
ero U3 CIHUCKa IIPeTeHNeHTOB Ha IIPecTol. B manbHeleM yepena coObITUM IPUBEJia K TOMY, YTO
YyBCTBA MMIIEpaTopa K HeMY OCTHUIM, @ B KOHIIe KOHI[OB yIIaJid J0 CaMOT0 [Ha.

A korpa 3T0 ciny4uuTcs — X3 LIsHbCSI0 IPUAET KOHelr!

Barnsap Xa Usubcso ynan Ha F0asb FOaHs.

B KHure moctpagasn TOJIbKO OH. Bymy4n caMbIM OJIM3KUM CITyTOM, OH CTasl XKEPTBOU MO03PEeHUH, OB
OTCTpPAHEH OT [iell, a 103ke, 00BUHEHHLIN B TPEaTeNIbCTBE, ITOIBEPTCS TPaBJie CO CTOPOHEI APYTUX
CJIyT ¥ 3aKOHYWJI CBOM [JHU B HUIIIETE.

[Toxa X3 L[gHBCS0 pa3MBIIUISAT, K HEMY ITOAOIIEN CTPAXKHUK U ONMyCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHHU.

Ot Bupa FOaub KOans, knaHsiomierocs B 1o, X3 L[gHbCsS0 cTano He 10 cebe, ¥ OH HEBOJIBHO OTCTYIIUTT
Ha IIar.



— [lecTo¥ mpuHI], — MPOKU3HEC CTPaXKHUK, — Ero BreicouecTBo HacnmegHbli MPUHIT XKOAET BAaC BO
IBOpIIE.

Hacnenubiii npunIi?

X3 ligabCcsa0 HaxMypuscs. [To KHUTe B 9TOT MOMEHT IIPUHII IOJIXKeH OBIJT TOMOYb eMy U30aBUThCS OT
moned u3 BemoMcTBa HaKa3aHWM M He [OIXKEH OB MIPUXOTUTH CIOMa.

Bropyr oH BCIIOMHUI: HET, BCE BepHO. VICTUHHEIM Blafesiel] Tela, PeIIuB, YTO ero mpegau,
nompaiuuBan F0ans FOaHs, a MpUHII 3aT/ISHYI Ha MUHYTY, HO VIIEN, He HOXKaBIIKACh JOJITOTO
pasrosopa.

Onu o Bo [IBopen MuuH. TlepBoe, 4To OPOCKIIOCH B TJla3a, — Iapa AJIMHHBIX Oenbix pyk. Ha
00/bIIOM TIasblle OMHOM U3 HUX KPacoBaJOCh KOJIBIIO M3 SIIIMBL, @ YKa3aTeJIbHbIN Majel] MepHO
IIOCTYKUBAJI 110 CTOJy.

MyzxuuHa OblT 0071a4€H B POCKOIIHEIE Of€2KAIbl C BEIIIUTEIM 30JI0TOM YEeTHIPEXKOTTUCTHIM TUTOHOM.
[TonHSB ronoBy, OH ycTaBWICS Ha X3 LIgHBCA0 napoil ynbI0aIUXCS IePCUKOBEIX I'J1a3.

— I'me T®I OBLTI, IIECTOM OpaAT?

910 u OBl HacremHBIN TPHUHIIL.

B pomaHe npuHII ObIT 4YEJIOBEKOM ITEPEMEHYMBOTO HpaBa, HO ¢ X3 LISHLCSI0 BCcerfia mepxkKancs
J1aCKOBO. Bce BOKpYT myMmaiu, 4TO OH AYIIX He YaeT B MiafieM 6pate, HO 3To ObUIO JI0XKb10. Korga
X3 LIgHBbCSI0 yMHUPaJ, IPUHIT JIUIIb PABHOOYIITHO OPOCUIT cliyTe: «BCcero Nulllb CHIH IIPe3peHHON
JKEHIIWHBI», — U BeJlell paCTepPeTh TYIIIb.

910 OBIN OMACHBIM YeaoBeK. X3 LISHbCSIO Omo3peBast, YTO KMEHHO OH IOIJIOXKHU IIOPOIIOK, XOTS
aBTOP TaK ¥ He PACKPHUI 9Ty TalHY 0 KOHIIA.

X3 LIAHBCSAO0 OTKPHUI POT, YTOOH MPOU3HECTU «CTApPIINK OpaT», ¥ B 3TOT MOMEHT 3aMeTHJI TOr'0, KTO
CTOSIJT PSIIOM C IIPUHIIEM.

Ha yemoBeke Oplyia mpocTas ofexkya, 663 YUHOBHUYbUX 3HAKOB OT/IMYMS, — XajaT I[BETA JIYHHOTO
cBeTa. Ero nuIo OBII0 X0J0OHEIM, a 0OCaHKa — 0e3ynpeuHoit. 1o Obu1 Croit 113t09MuH, OymyIuii
JYYUIUN BHITYCKHUK, B KOTOPOT0 OB TAWHO BIIOOIEH TePOi KHUTH.

[TpaBma, cefiyac OH ellé He Chaj 9K3aMeH ¥ OblT JIUIIh CBIHOM BBICOKOIIOCTABIIEHHOTO YHHOBHHUKA.

Ecnu npuHIl ObIST BIACTHEIM ITPABUTEIEM, TO 3TOT OyAYIINiA BEITYCKHUK — YEeCTHBIM YYEHHBIM, OT
KOTOPOT'0 BesiJIo KHMKHOM My[IpPOCThIO. B Hallle BpeMs ero Okl Ha3BaJid UealbHEIM PeOEHKOM U3
cocepHel ceMbu. KpoMe X0JI00HOTO XapaKTepa, Y HEr0 IMOYTH He OBITI0 HeJOCTaTKOB. K repoio oH
OTHOCHJICS TaK K€ POBHO, KaK M KO BCeM OCTaIbHBIM, HUKOTTA He BBIAEJISIS ero 13-3a KPacoTHI.

He mpormto u monyyaca mocie mepeMemnieHust, Kak OH BCTPETHIT IBYX TTIaBHEIX IIEPCOHAXKEH.
OcTaBasics elllé 3al0XKHUK, KUBIINN B 0COOHSIKE HEIIOaNIEKY, — CaMBIX JKaJKWM... HET, CAMBII



PICKYCHBIfI B IIPUTBOPCTBE M3 9TOU TPOMUIIBI.

BeposTHO, mpuHIl caM BeI3Ban cioga Ciou 1[310oMuHa.

Bynb OH HaCTOSIIMM XO035IMHOM TeJla, OH Obl PEIINI, YTO MPUHI] X0UeT ToMoYb, HO X3 L[sgHbCSO0,
3HABIUUH CIOKET, TOHUMAJT: IIPUHI] 3aMbIIUIIET HeFoOpoe U X04YeT IUIIh OTEIINThCS Hafl HUM. Benb
OH, Oynyuu «xopommmM 6paToM», 3HaJ 0 TalHOU 100BY repost K Ciol L[310aMuHy.

[Toka Macku He OBUIM COPBaHEI, BCE COXPAHSIM BUAUMOCTDb MUPa, a X3 LITIHBCS0 BCE elle€ ocTaBaics
TeM HauBHEIM [llecTeIM IpHUHLIEM.
OH CMyIIEHHO OMyCTUN B3TJIAL:

— Crapuuit 6part... 3aueM ThI o3Baj 6pata Cios?

B myire oH moXBasuil CBOIO aKTEPCKYIO UTPY.
To nu emy noka3sasnocsk, To 11 Cio 1[3103MuH, YBUIEB €T0 BHIpaXkKeHue JIUIla, OTBEI B3TJISA, IBHO HE

XKeJlasd CMOTPETE OOJIBIIIE.

— Bupuib 11, — IPUHIT He OTBETHII, CIIOKOWHO ITepeBOofs TeMy, — JII0OX U3 BemoMcTBa HaKa3aHUN
yuuu. [TocTynai ¢ 3TUM IapIIMBLHIM CIIYTO# Kak 3Haellb. B cTosuIle Majo KTo 3HaeT 00 9TOM [fienie,
mecTon Opat, Tebe CTOUT Pa3o0paThCs C ITUM KaK MOXKHO CKOpee.

YcnrimraB o pacmpase, FOanb KOaub mobnegHer.

9TO Hesno JeHCTBUTENIBHO He CTOMIIO orjiacku. Ho u HaKa3bIBaTh KOT0-TM00 OBIIO HEJTB3S.

Bynp 37ech IpeXHUM X035KH, OH ObI peIllnsl, YTO IPUHI] 3a00THUTCS 0 HEM, He Befjasi, YTO B 9TOM MEfie

CKPEBIT HOXK.

XoTsl HaKa3kIBaTh CIYT OBLIO Ae0M 0OBIYHEIM, HO MMEHHO Cefdac 9TO BRITJISAEN0 OBl KaK IpU3HaHUe
BUHHI X3 L[gHbCS0. MOXKHO OBIIO IPUMEHUTD IIBITKHU, ITOJICTABUTh KOTO-TO APYTOT0 MU OTI0XKUThH
MMIIepaTopy [JisS YeCTHOTO pa3bupaTenbcTBa. JI1000i U3 9TUX IyTel ObLI JTydille HEIHEIIHETO.

B kHuUre 13-3a CBOEU HEPEIIUTEILHOCTY U IIPUBA3aHHOCTH K JIIOOSIM I'epoy He CMOT IBITaTh FOaHb
HOaHs1, He cMOT HAWTH K0371a OTIYIIEeHUS U M060SIICS UOTH K UMIIEPATOPy, IPOCTO OTOC/IAB CIYTy
IIOJAJIbIIIE.

Cutyauus craja JUIb XyXKe.

X3 1IgHBCSI0 OMyCTHUN IT1a3a, feflas BUf, 4TO KoJlebIeTcs, a caM JIMXOPafodHo coo0paxKarl.
[Tpunu, BUAS MonldyaHue, yILIOHYJICS Kpe, II0JI0XKII PYKY Ha miedo X3 LISHbCS0 U MATKO IPOU3HEC:

— [lecroii Gpat, MO-MOEMY, IIPOCTO 3a0UTH ITOTO TICa OO CMEPTH — OYAET HOCTAaTOUYHHIM OTBETOM.



— Het, — X3 LIgabCs0 cOpOCUT MacCKy HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTH U TBEPAO CKa3an: — Crapiuii 6paT, S X049y
BUIETH OTLIA-UMIIepaTopa.

YEpT BOo3bMHU, 3TO OB €r0 eMUHCTBEHHBIN IIaHC onpaBaaThcs! Kakas pasHulla, BEPUT JIK eMy IIPUHII?
I'maBHOE, YTOOHI IIOBEPUIT UMIIEPATOP!

B03M0XHO, IPUHII HUKOTIa HE BUMEJI er0 TaKUM pelIuTebHEIM. OH HaXMYpPUIICS, B €r0 ria3ax
IIpOMEJIbKHYJIa HacMellka, a Ciou 1I3109MUH efiBa 3aMETHO U3MEHUJICS B JIUIE.
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