Jly lllyaH mpoKuJT OBAAIATh OOWH TOM, ¥ BCE 9TH O IMPOIUIH THX0 U TIagko. Ciaydaiauchk, KOHEYHO,
MeJIKHe HeypPSOUIlEl, HO HUYero Mmo-HacTOSIIeMy OIIacCHOT0, XKU3Hb Obl/Ia CKyYHee HeKy[a.
EnvHCTBEHHBEIM SPKUM BIIEYaTIIEHHEM 3a BCE 9TO BPeMs CTajla II0e3JKa B MapK aTTPAKIMOHOB B
BOCEMHA/IIIATh JIET, KOTa JYYIINHI APYT 3aTallUI eTr0 Ha aMepUKaHCKHe TOPKU, «ITUPATCKUM
Kopalib» ¥ B KOMHATY CTpaxa.

A TellepPb, BCEro JIKIIb Ha BTOpOfI OEHb II0CJIE TOT'0, KdK OH YIOOHII B 3TOT POMdH B 2KdHpPE OaHbBMOH,
Ha Hero OfHa 3a npyroﬁ IIOCHITIaJINCh OIIaCHOCTH, 3aCTaBIlINEe €ro BPacCIIJIOX.

Ceiiuac mmepeq HUM CTOSIJT Ba2KHEUIIINY BOIIPOC: TJIaBHBEIM Iepoil poMaHa TpeOyeT, 4TOOLl OH OCTaCs
psanoM. Ecnu oTKaXeTcss — IPO3UT CMePTh, €CJIU COTJIaCUTCSL — IIOf YIPO304 OeBCTBEHHOCTh. M 4To
fenartb?

To, 4TO 0TKa3 rpo3ut cMepThio, JIy Illyan nousn cam: B kuure beccmepTHelii [Ipenok E Cel ObIn
OTMCaH KakK YeJloBeK B30aIMOIIHLIM 1 KpaliHe XKeCToKul. CKopee BCETO, eCIU OH He IOTUYUHUTCS, TO
He XuJell.

YTo Ke KacaeTcs YI'PO3HL HeBCTBeHHOCTI/I? XOT$ OH MMOHUMA, YTO ABNSAETCS JIHUIIb MMyImIe4YHbIM MACOM
— HACTOJIBKO HE3HAYUTEJIbHEIM, YTO JaXe HEe TAHET Ha POJIb BTOPOI'O IIJIaHa, — HEeJIb351 OBITIO
OTPHUIIATh: OH TOJIBKO 4YTO YBHUOEI B I'lla3aX E Col Hekul HeBpraBI/IMbeI Oneck. HpI/IXOJII/IJ'IOCB
BI:I6I/IpaTI> MeXNOy COXPaHEHHEM XKHN3HU U COXPaHEHHUEM YUCTOTHI.

B myuntensabx pa3dgymbesax Jly llyas gpoxaiiel pyKou MOTSHYJICSA BBEPX:

— BeccmepTHbii [Tpenok, Ha caMoOM fiefie S... S MPOCTO BOCXUIAIOCh BAIIIMM MOTYIIECTBOM, Y MEHS
CcaMor'o TaKMX aMOUIUH HET.

OH BCE XKe XOTeJl MOMBITaThCd COXPAHUTD U TO, U Opyroe!

B Bo3myxe noBucia HeeCTeCTBeHHAs TUIIWHA. beUlo ciblHO, Kak Jly Illyas ¢ TpymoM CcriaTeiBaeT
cmony. CIycTss MTHOBeHME OH ychbiman Tuxuit cmeinok E Col. ['osoc ObIT HU3KKM, OT HETO 10 TeJy
npobezkaa OpoxKb, a KOCTU CJIIOBHO Pa3MSIKIIN:

— Tl HE XOYeIllb YXOOUTh CO MHOM, HO ¥ YMHUPATh He XKejaellb. HaroBopus MHe CTONIBKO IXKu... Kak
[yMaellb, JOJIKeH NI s TeOsT MPOCTUTD?

«OTKyga MHe 3HaTb... — IIPOHeCTIoCh B rofioBe y Jly Illyana. — Ecnu ckaxy, 4YTO He OOJIKEH, BOPYT
THI BOCIIOJIB3YEIIbCS 3TUM, UTOOH yIOBIETBOPUTEL CBOM IIPUXOTH, a TOTOM yObellb MeHs? A ecnu
CKaXy, YTO JOJIKEH, BAPYT TH PEIlHIllb, YTO MPOLIATh MEHS He 3a YTO, ¥ BCE paBHO yObelb? UTo HU
BEIOEPHU, Be3[le CMePTh, TOHUMAEIIh?»

— Jlagao. — E Ceul HecnemrHo Benpsimuiics, u JIy Illyan HakoHeI[ BEIOpajics U3 TeHU, HaKphIBaBILeH
ero. He ycren on HU4Yero cka3ath, Kak beccmepTHbiil [Ipenok otgan npuka3: — Bo3Bpalaics.



Jly lyaH OBIT olIeNIOMJIEH TaKOM HeOXUAaHHOU ymadeil. He B cunax CKpPHITh pafioCTh, OH TPOMKO
11061aroapuII:

— Bnarogapio, beccmepTHeii [Ipenok! Bel Takoi moOphlil 4emoBeK!

E Cbl, KOTOpBHIH TOJIBKO CETOOHS YCIIeNl KOTO-TO YOUTh, Ha MIHOBEHHE 3aMep.

I'napst Ha customee nuto JIy Illyana, E Cel MenjieHHO, eiBa 3aMeTHO YJILIOHYJICS B TEMHOTE, OMYCTUB
IJIMHHBIE PECHUIIEI, YTOOBI CKPHITh UCTUHHBIE YYBCTRBA.

I oObIuy Belb HY?KHO 3aTOHATH HE CIella, He TakK JIu?

B konue kou1oB E Crl orripasurn Jly Illyana o6paTHO. ToT 605JICSI, YTO €T0 YBUAAT U HAUHYTCS
IIBOPIIOBLIE UHTPUTH, HO 00HAPYKUJI, UYTO BCE OCTaJIbHEIE IIOTPYKEHEl B MEIUTAIINI0, U HUKTO faxke
He IIPOCHYJICS. OTO IPUHECTIO eMy OTPOMHOE 00JIeryeHue.

YKpagko# npo6paBIIuCh B YKPOMHEIN yrojok, JIy IllyaH mpuHSICS MOJUTHCS, YTOOH! TJTaBHEIN T'epoi
Oornblire He oOpalllal Ha HEro BHUMaHUS — Jiyuie Obl OH 3a0bUT 0 HEM, KaK 0 ITyCTOM 3BYKE, U
OTIIPABUJICS CTPOUTDH CBOHU CJIOKHBIE OTHOILIEHUS C BO3/TIOOIEHHEIM.

Paampiniss 06 3TOM, OH caM He 3aMeTHI, Kak 3aCHYVII. Korpa on IIPOCHYIJICH, B 3aJi€ MMO-IIPEXKHEMY
OBLIIO TEMHO, 1 OBIJIO HEIIOHSITHO, CKOJIBKO Ceryac BPEMEHH.

Jly lllyan novecas rojioBy, COHHO HallyIlaJl TakKeTUK C IIyKaTaMH{ U, IIOMIaThIBasiCh, HAIIpaBUJICI K
1eHTPYy 3ana. OH 06HAPYXKUII, YTO TPYIHI Ky[Aa-TO UCUE3NIH, OCTAIUCh JIUIIh TEMHO-KPACHBIE
3aCoXIIue MITHA KPOBHU.

OcTanbHBIE «ITyIIEYHOE MSICO» OOUH 3@ APYTHMM BHIXOJUIIN U3 MeOUTAIlNH, IepedpachBairch mapou
CJIOB ¥ CHOBa 3aMoJiKanu. Bce onu xmanu, korga E Chl IpUAET 1 BEIHECET UM CMEPTHBIN IIPUTOBOP.

Jly lyan Moi4a mocTas U3 KapMaHa CyIIeHyI0 PEOKY 1, 3a0paBIIuCh B CAMEBIN JaIbHUM YT, JKeBajl
€€, COBEPIIEHHO He YyBCTBYS OMACHOCTH.

Eme Ow1! [Tocne Toro Kak Buepa caM beccMmepTHuIY [Ipeok gomnpalinBajl ero C IPUCTPacTUEM,
CETOJHS eT0 HEPBHI ObIIM y2Ke KaK CTallbHble KaHaTH. [Jaxe eciu Obl er0 UMSI 0Ka3asioCh B CIIUCKE
CMEpPTHHUKOB, OH OB He IPOTHYII.

Pa3Be uTo BeccmepTtHsi [Ipenok pemun Obl ero MhTaTh.

— Iloxoxke, BH B HEIIJIOXOM AyX€.

Jly Illyan Kak pa3 cobupasics IPOrJIOTUTL KYCOUeK PHIOKM, KaK B IIyCTOM 3ajie HeOXKUIaHHO pPa3fascs



rosioc. OH MOMEPXHYJICS U, C TPYAOM IIPOTJIOTUB e[y, TOMHSIJI T'1a3a. PsAabl cBeYel BCIBIXHYIH, U Ha
TPOHe, HeOPEeKHO OTJISIABIBAS IPHUCYTCTBYIOIINX, Bocceman beccmepTHsi# ITpemok. Korma ero B3risig
ynan Ha Jly llyaHa, oH, KaxeTcs, YIBIOHYJICT — efiBa 3aMeTHO, Tak, 4Tto JIy lllyan ycoMHusncs, He
TIOMEPEIUIOChH JIH eMY.

— CeromHs y MeHSI X0polllee HaCTPOeHue, BLIOEPY TOMBKO OOHOTO. — E CHI KOCHYJICSI CBOUX CYyCTaBOB,
JIeHUBO 00BeJI B3TJISIAOM MTPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX ¥ OCTAHOBUIICS Ha YeJIOBEeKe, KOTOPHIN BHITTISAEN KaK
HEBUHHBIHN IIBETOYEK. — THI IOJOMOEIIb.

I[IBeTOYEK TYT K€ PYXHYJI Ha KOJIEHH, 3aJIuBAsICh CJII€3daMHU, U ITPHUHAJICA BRIKDUKUBATH PEIIITNKN
IMMyIie9YHoro Msca:

— BeccmepTtHbid I1penok, nomaaute! 4 He xo4uy ymupaTs! YMOIA10, CKanbTeCh!

E Cpl yXke nogHsI €ro Ha HOTH, YCMEXHYBILUCh:

— 4 Ke cKasas, y MeHs Xopolee HacTpoeHue. [laBai Tak: BeIOepu crioco0 cMepTH caM, Kak Tebe?

— OcranosBuTecso!

Hauanocs! Jly lllyaH B Bo30yKOeHUM PACIIMPUII TIa3a U YCKOPUIICS C XKeBaHHeM. Ha BO3BHIIIEHUT
rnaBHHIM repoit Cy fAub mperpapun nyTh E Chl, 3aCTIOHUB CO00M «IIBETOYEK», ¥ C ITPaBeIHHIM THEBOM
rmocMmoTtpen Ha beccmepTtHoro IIpenka:

— BrI He MOXKeTe Tak OCTYIUTh!

3axBaThIBaIOIINY MOMEHT, IIepBasi BCTpeya I'IaBHBIX repoes! HakoHen-To!

— Otnuuno. — E Csl nepectarn yneibaThCs, A0 ero moMpadHesno. — Pa3 Tak CIeIHnInh Ha TOT CBET,
CeronmHs s UCIIOIHIO TBOE XeJaHue!

OH 6e3 Konebanuit B3aMaxHyn MeyoM. KnuHok yxe O0v11 y camoii meu Cy dus. JIy llyan BeITapamun
T71a3a, BRITSHYI PYKY, KaK B KMHO, ¥ 3aKpUYal:

— ITogoxmute!!

Hy uTto T8I fenaemus, beccmepTHEii [Ipenok?! CroxkeT KHUTH UIET COBCeM He Tak! [ToueMy ThHI He
Wrpaelb 0 ClieHapuio?!

ThI XOTb 3HAEIh, KTO 3T0? JTO XKe TBos Oynymas xkeHa! 2Kena! UTo T cefiyac MBITANCS COeNaTh!

— M? — E Cul mpuiypuics, T79As Ha cTolib OypHYy0 peaknuio Jly Illyana. — YTo Tl X04ellb
CKa3aTh?



— 4... aT0... ybuBaTh Hexopo1o, — BeiAaBui u3 cebs Jly lllyad. — To ecTh... 3TO... OT 3TOTO
IIpoIafiaeT alleTurT...

...boxe, 4TO OH HeceT!

B s3TOoT MOMEHT €My XOTeJIOCh ITPOBAIUTECSA CKBO3b 3€MIIIO. Ho30p Ha BCIO T'OJIOBY.
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