— I'me ato s1? Heyxenu s ymep? Kak XKe 3mech TEMHO...

Co3HaHHe CIIOBHO IIOTPY3UJIOCh HA JHO JieAsiHOro oKeaHa, ®aub IIIuiiy 4yBCTBOBAJI JIUIIH Xa0C U
IIyCTOTY. Ero Teso oIlyianock A0 CTPAHHOCTU YyKKUM: HEBLIHOCHMO JIETKUM, HO IIPU 9TOM TaKUM
TAXKEJIEIM, YTO [OIIEeBeIUTLCA He ObII0 HUKAKOM BO3SMOXHOCTH.

— M-M... Kak gpko, cBeT! Hy>XKHO IOUTH ITIOCMOTPETE.

WHCTUHKTUBHO OH MOTSIHYJICS K TYCKJIOMY UCTOYHHUKY CBETA, U CO3HAHME BHOBbH ITPOBAIUIIOCH B
rIy0O0KYI0 TEMY.

Hewu3BecTHO, CKOJIBKO IIPOIIJIO BpEeMEHH, Ka3aI0Ch, OH ITPOCIAJI IIeJIkle CTONETHS. ..

— M-M...? — U3 ero ropja BEIPBAJICSI HEBHATHBEIU CTOH, CYXOU U XPUIIJIBIU.

CnenoM 3a 3TUM y CaMOTO0 yXa pa3fajics IPOH3UTEIbHBIN JKEHCKUW T'0JI0C, TIOJTHBIN U3YMITeHUS:

— Ounyncs! Hacnepuwiit mpunI ounyscs! Kto-uubyns, ckopee ciofa! 3oBuTe nekapeit, kuBo! Cso
[Tynbu3el, 6eTu OOKIaAbIBATh BIOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIIepaTpulle!

— Cnymarocb! — 0T03BasICd MOJIOOOM B3BOJIHOBAHHBIN I'0JIOC, ¥ MTOCTIBIIIAINCE TOPOIJIUBLIE IIArH.

®ansp lunum ¢ TPyOOM IIPUIIOOHA OTAZXKEJIEBIIINE BEKH.

OcnenuTenbHHN CBET 3aCTaBUII €T0 3d2KMYPHUTECS, U JIAIID CITYCTSA HEKOTOPOE BPpEeMA OH CMOT
IIPUBLEIKHYTH K OKPY2KEHHIO. YBupmenHoe IIOBEPTJIO €T0 B IIOJIHOE CMATEHHE.

Hap rooBoii — KpoBaTh U3 PE3HOr0 CaHJAIOBOTr0 fepeBa, 3aHaBellleHHass MHOIOCTIOMHBIMU
IIeJTKOBEIMHY ITOJIOTAMH C MCKYCHO# BHIIIIMBKOM B BU/e 00JIaKOB U IPAKOHOB. Bcs KOMHAaTa cusina
30JI0TOM M [ParolleHHBIMYM KAaMHSIMH, @ MACCHUBHEIM CTOJI0 C 0OBMBAIOIIKNM €T0 Pe3HBIM JPAaKOHOM
TIOAIIMPA BEICOKUH KYTOj. B caMoM 1eHTpe Kymosia Oblyia BOejlaHa OrpoMHasi XKeMUyKHHa,
U3/IyYaloIas MITKoe CUSIHKe, OTYero B TOMeIleHUH OBITIO CBETII0, KaK JTHEM.

B Tpex MeTpax OT KpoBaTH CTOsJIa MacCUBHas IIMPMa U3 KPAcHOTO flepeBa, Ha KOTOPOU ObLIH
1300paxkeHbl XKUBHIE 30JI0THIE TOTOCH. Ka3anocs, IenecTky BETOB BOT-BOT 3aTPEMENIYT, @ B CAMOM
cepalueBuHe 00IeCKUBaIM KPOIIEYHEIE HACTOSAIINE 30JI0THE OYCUHEIL.

BokpyT KpoBaTu TECHUJIACH CIIyKaHKU U €BHYXU B CTAPUHHEIX IBOPIIOBLIX Of€XKaX, UX JIUIa
BBIPAZKa/IM KPAWHIO CTEMEHb HAMPSIKEHUS, CMEIIIaHHOTO C PAagOCThIO.

— BpoBcTBylomas uMmnepaTpulia npuosial



Emre 6ojiee MPOH3UTEIIbHBIM BO3TIaC, JOHECIINICS CHAPYXKHU, MIHOBeHHO BhiBeNl Panb Iluim u3
OIIEeTIEHEHMU .

B KOMHATY BOIIJIA ITOKHUJIasA XKEHIMWHA B CKDOMHOM, HO U3BICKaAHHOM LIEJIKOBOM Hapsme. B PyKaX OHa
CXHMaJlla YeTKH, a Ha ee JINIle, HECMOTPA Ha 1106p0Ty, YHUTaJIOCh BJIaCTHOE BEJINYHUE.
HOJI)Iep}KI/IBaeMaH ClIyraMy, OHa IIOYTH 0eroM, CIOTHIKASICh, 6pOCI/IHaCb K KPOBQATH.

O=na cxBatusa ®ans [luny 3a pyKy — ee 1afoHb, YX0XK€eHHas, HO CllerKa IIoAparusarwias oT
CTapOCTH, — ¥ I'Jla3a €e MTHOBEHHO HAIOJIHUIINCDH CIe3aMHu.

— Bynma munoctus, Bynmma munoctus! KO#-ap, Mot FO#-3p, TH HaKoHeI 0uHYyJICs! Thl 4yTh He Pa30u
cepaue cBoeit 6adyIIKe.

®anp IlIumm oTIIATHYIICS, CJIOBHO OIIMAapeHHBIH, ¥, BRIPBAB PYKY, B yXKace MOACKOYUIT C PE3HOU
KPOBATH.

— Yrto 3a yepToBIMHA? ['me s1? UTo B TyT ycTpounu? CbeMKU KUHO?

Ero royoc 3By4as XpHILIO ¥ KCIIyTaHHO. BOCHKOM OH CIIPHITHYJI Ha IOJI ¥ OPOCHIICS K OTPOMHEBIM
IBEPSIM 3aja.

— ®anb do, ®anp do! 310 TH BCE nmofcTpoua? A yxKe U3rHas TOTO AyXa, XOPOII UTPaTh, BEIXOAH!

OTa BHe3allHas BEIXO[Ka IIpuBeJia BCEX MPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX B OLICTIEHEHHUE. BJIOBCTBYIOH.IB.H
HMIIEpATPHIIA, OTTOJIIKHYTad UM, €1Ba He yIIajla, HO €€ BOBpPEM{ IMOOXBAaTHJIa CTapasa HAHBKA.

— HOii-3p, THL... 4TO ¢ TOOOM? — JIUIIO CTApPyXu CTano Oenee Mesa, ToIoc Apoxkain. — CKopee... CKopee
OCTAHOBUTE €ro, He JaiiTe eMy IIOPaHUThCS!

HeckonbKO [10XUX €BHYXOB U CIIY2KAaHOK CpearupoBajii MTHOBEHHO: OHY HABaJIUJIUCh Ha
conpoTusnsouierocs ®ans vy u cUIon yaepKaiu ero.

BJIOBCTBYIOH.IB.H HMIIepaTpulia, I'iiagd B €ro IIOJIHEIE IIaHUKHU I'lla3ad, 3aJInIaCh T'OPIOYHMMHU CJII€3aMHu.

— HO11-3p, Mot MUIBIN BHYK... 9TO ¢ ToO0U? He myrait 6a0yIKy... MOX CTapble KOCTH He BHIHECYT
TaKOI'0 IIOTPSICEHUS. ..

B ee myaue CKBO3UJIO TaKOe UCKpPeHHee oT4yasgHue, yTo PaHp [Iuny B3Oporuyl.

BabGymka? F0it-ap? BHYK?



OTu coBa GONBHO YOAPHUIH TI0 €r0 3aTyMaHeHHOMY pa3yMy. OH 3acTaBulI ce0st yCIIOKOUTHCS,
TIBITASICh 0CO3HATh JITAaBUHY OOPYIIMBIIEHCS HHPOPMAIIWH.

He3nakomoe MeCTO, POCKOLIHEIH JBOPEL, JIIOAU B CTAPUHHEIX KOCTIOMAX, CTapyxa, Ha3kBalomas cebs
0aby1mKoii. A ellle 3TO Tel0, KOTOPOe SIBHO eMy He NIpHHAa/JIekao: B MblTy 60ph0OEl OH yCIIesn
3aMEeTUTh CBOUM TOHKUE PYKU C HEeCTECTBEHHO OJIeqHOM KoXkel. ITo ObIJI0 COBCEM He TO 3aropesoe u
rpy6oe TeJo TOJICTSIKa, K KOTOPOMY OH ITPUBHIK!

AGcyppHas, HO eDUHCTBEHHAs JIOTUYHAs MEBIC/Ib yIapuiia B FOJIOBY, CJIOBHO I'POM: IlepeMeleHre BO
BpeMeHU?

CnenoM 3a IIOKOM ITPHUIIUIO OCTPOE YYBCTBO T'OJI0fA: XKeTyI0K 0TO3BajICS TPeOoBaTEIbHEIM
ypuanueM. [la K 4epTy Bce 9Tu nepemMelnenus! Ceiiyac BaxkHee BCEro OBITIO MTOECTh.

®anp IlIumm romy60KO B3MOXHYJ, PeIIUB BPEMEHHO MOAKTpaTh. OH MOCTapascs IPUgaTh rojocy
cnabyo, kanoOHYI0 HOTKY ¥ IIOCMOTPET Ha 3aJIUTYI0 CIe3aMU BOOBCTBYIOLIYIO UMIIEPATPUILY.

— HiMmepaTopckasi... 6adyika... FOii-3p... FOi-3p 04eHb ronofeH. ..

YcnbimaB 9T0, cTapyXa MCHOBEHHO CMeHHUJIa CKOpOb Ha pafoCTh 1 MOCIIEIIHO BEITEPIIA Tla3a
IIATKOM.

— Ia-ma, koneuyHo! CoBceM cTapasi cTania, 3abeina. FOi-3p Tak monro Obi1 6€3 CO3HAHUS, KPOIIKK BO
PTY He [epkaJjl, KOHeYHO, OH mporoyopaincs! Ckopee, mopaBaiiTe Tpamnesy! [IpUroToBbTE TOPSIYYIO
BOAY, moMorute HaciemHOMYy IIPUHIY YMBITECS ¥ TIEPEOREThCs !

Cnym, CJIOBHO ITOJIy4YMB IIOMHJIOBAaHKE, 3dCYyETUIINCD. BCKOpe Ha KPYTJIOM CTOJIe U3 KPACHOT'O IepeBa
ITOSABHJIOCH MHO2KE€CTBO U3BICKAHHEBIX SCTB.

Apowmart 6511 60kecTBeHHBIM, ¥ @anb [1Iuiu, 3a6bIB 0 MaHepax, Habpocuscs Ha efny. CIIyTu CTOSIIU
BOKPYT C OTKPHITHIME PTaMH, He CMest IPOPOHUTH HU CJT0BAa. BOOBCTByMOIIIast MMIIEPATPHUIla U3aieKa
Ha0JII0Maa 3a HUM C HeXKHOCTBIO ¥ 00JIeryeHreM, TIojiaras, YTo BHYK IIPOCTO U3TOJI0AJICS.

[Top ranepeeii CHapyXu.

— Kak gemna y Hacnennoro anHua? — BIIOJIT'OJIOCaA CIIPOCHIIa BOOBCTBYIOIIIAd UMIIEPATPHUIIA Y
JieKaps, TOJIBKO YTO 3aKOHYHMBIIETO OCMOTDP.

CepmoBrnacklil CTapuK IOraaguil 60pony, ero MU0 BhpaXkaio YOUBIEHHE.

— JlokmnapriBato Bamemy BenuvecTBy, nynbc HacnegHoro nprHIia POBHBIM U CUJIBHBEIY, I U KPOBb B
n30bITKE — [axKe Kpemye, 4eM 10 paHeHus. ITo mpocTo uymo! UTo ke KacaeTcs paccymdka...



TI0JIara, ero IoBefleHNe BEI3BAaHO BPEMEHHOM [0Tepel IaMATH U IIOKOM II0CJIe TPaBMbI TOJIOBHL
OmacHOCTH [IJIs1 XKU3HK HET, HO [IJIS BEPHOCTH COBETYIO B OMKaiilliee BpeMsi He IIOBEPraTh ero
cTpeccam.

BJIOBCTBYIOH_[aH HMIIEPATPHUIIA 00JIeryeHHO B3OO0XHYIIAQ, CIIOKHUJId PYKHA B MOJINTBEHHOM XK€E€CT€ 1
01aroroBerHO IIpomieIriTaa:

— Bnaropapio Byany 3a nmokposutenbCcTBO! bnarogapio npegkos 3a 3aiuTy!

BHy'TpI/I 3ana ®anp [Iuiy, CHITO HWKHYB, OTKHHYJICA Ha CIIMHKY IMHPOKOIr0 Kpecia.

— OX... obbencq.

2Kenymok y aToro Tesa OblT Kyia MEHBIIIE, YeM Y TOTO TOJICTSIKA, KOTOPHIM OH OBLT paHbIIIe.

K Hemy nopouna ciykaHKa B OJ1eIHO-3eJIeHOM IIJIaThe C TOHKMMU 4epTaMu julla. OHa MUTIO
YNIBIOHYIaCh ¥ IIOYTUTENIEHO [TOKJIOHUIIACH:

— Pas YK BEI 3aKOHYHUIIN TPalle3y, IIO3BOJIbTE MHE IIPOBOOUTEL BaC K KyIlaJIbHE HOwurus, YTOOBI BEI
MOTJIM IPHUBECTHU cebs B IIOpsAOOK. BrI Tak momnro ymexkand, BaM He IIOMEIIaeT OMOBEHHUE.,

®ans unu IIOTPOTalal HEIIPUATHYIO Ha OINYIIb ITEJIKOBYIO HUXKHIOIO py6axy 1 KUBHYII:

— Jla, moxasnyu, nopa noMmeltecs. [lomu.

Ox BcTan u mompoboBan pa3MsaThCsa. HecMoTpst Ha Xxyno0y, Temo OblI0 THOKUM, a IBUXKEHUST —
BIIOJTHE YBEPEHHBLIMH.

Kynansas FOumuH.

— Huuero cebe...

Haxe 6ymyuu roToBeIM KO BceMy, ®@anb [IIni HEBOIBHO aXHYJI, IEPECTYNIUB I10POr. JTO OblNa He
ITPOCTO KYTalbHS — 3TO ObLT HACTOSIIUYN KPHITHIHM 6aCCeMH C TOPSIYUM UCTOYHUKOM!

OrpomHEIT OacceliH, BBITOKEHHBIN OeIbIM He(PUTOM, UCTOYAJI T'yCTOM map. I1o KpasM CTOSITH
Pe3HbIe TIepuia, a o yriaM — OPOH30BbEIe CTAaTyu MUGHUUYECKUX 3BEpel, U3 macTell KOTOPHIX TEKIa
Bofla. Bo3nmyx Ol IponuTaH TOHKMM apoMaToM 0JarOBOHMUIM.

Takoit UMIIePCKUH pa3Max OKOHYATEIbHO BEIOMI U3 KOJIEH BIafieliblla KPOIIeYHOM JIaBKK 071arOBOHUM
13 COBPEMEHHOI'0 MUPa.
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