— l'ocniopuH, BH IOyTUTE. 4 Bcero nuiiib CKpOMHbeI TOPTOBEI, B JIOBJIE JEMOHOB HUYETO HE CMEBICIIIO.
Pa3Be He cTaBuUTe BH MEHS B HEJIOBKOE IIOJIOKEHME?

Jlo Baii, pasyMmeeTcs, He cobupascs Mpu3HaBaTLCA B CBOUX CIIOCOOHOCTSX. Celiyac OH CTPEMUIICS
IepKaThCs KaK MOXKHO Hasibllle OT BCEX [IeJI, CBSI3aHHBIX C HEYHUCTOM CUJIOMN.

My M4sHb IBHO HE NOBEPUJI HU €QUHOMY CJI0BY. OH C JIETKOU YCMEIIKOW 3aMeTHJI:
— Ecnu rocriogus JIo HE yMeeT UX JIOBUTh, TO B TaKOM Cliy4dae B ropofe KOuxkoy Bpsa M1 Hal#eTcs

KTO-TO ellle, CIIOCOOHBIN YKPOTUTD CTOJIb CBUPEIIOT0 MOHCTPA.

Ha cnose CBHPEIIOTO OH CHelal 0COOBIM aKIIEHT, YTO IITPO3BYyYaJI0 OOHOBPEMEHHO KdK YyIp03a U KaK
IIOIIBITKA 3aIlyraTk.

— Hy uro BE, rocionuH JIo, He CTOUT TaK IPUHUXKATH CBOM JOCTOMHCTBA. FICTOpUS 0 TOM, KaK BhI
noMmornu O6apelimiHe U3 ceMbU YKy, obneTena Bech FOuxkoy, — nocnemHo gobasun Iy daus,
omacasce, 4to Jlo baii CHOBa NOKAET B OTKA3.

Jlo Bait 6€3MO0IBHO ITOCMOTPENT Ha 9TOT'0 TOCIIOAKMHA CO CJTYTOM U MBICIIEHHO B3[IOXHYII.

9TO CIYyYMUIIOCh BCKOPE IOCye ero nmpuosTHs B FOUXKO0Y, ¥ TOMOIIL TOM OaphiliHe Obla YMCTON
CJIy4alHOCTEIO.

Bapeimnio 3Banu YKy JIMHIP, oHa Obljla eAUHCTBEHHEIM PeOEHKOM B CEMbE, U POJUTEINN C MaJIbX JIeT
OyIIu B HEW He Yasiu. Korma oHa mMofpociia, JKeJlalouX II0CBaTaThCs K Hel, Jouepu 6oraTtoro u
0oOPOMIOPSIHOYHOTO rocnofuHa YxKy, ObII0 XOTb OTOABIISIH.

OpHako caMa JIMHSD HU Ha KOT'0 He CMOTpeJIa, II0Ka B Beyep npa3fgHuKa CepeouHbl OCEHHU, TYIAS 110
ropony, He BcTpetuina Jlo bad.

Tot npu6sin B KOuxK0y Bcero aBa Mecsiia Ha3af. B TOT [eHb OH OB B OTJIMYHOM PACIOIOKEHUN
IyXa: TOJIBKO YTO PACIIPaBHUIICS C ABYMS JIIOOBMH, @ €0 MOPYYHBIE EMOHHI JIOBKO 3aKOHYUIIU
Tparmnesy.

IToka Jlo Bait nexan B JIofKe IIOCPeny 03epa, T1:000Bajcs MOJTHOM JIYHOHU U, IPOKInHas Hebeca,
paccyXpal 0 HeCIlpaBedJIMBOCTU MUPO3[aHus, IBa MEJIKUX JeMOHa KakK pa3 3aKOHYWIU IUPOBaTh U
II0Ka3aJIuCh Ha I'ia3a.

— Bce cvenu? — ¢ ynei6ko cupocun Jlo bai, rngas Ha uX OKpoBaBlIeHHBIE PTHL.

— Jla, rocomuH, — OTBETHJI OJUH U3 HUX.

— Momnopusl! 3aBTpa Ha UMIEepaTOPCKUX rpobHKLlax HaHbmaHb... — JIo ball moKpyTuI B pykax
CKJIaJHOM Beep U C yCMEIIKOM ITOCMOTpes B He00. — 3aBTpa TaM HOJIKHO I10JIeYb He MEeHBIIIe



HECKOJIBKUX JIeCATKOB 4enoBek! He 3a6yane II03BaTh OCTA/IbHEIX, YTOORI TOXKE HOJIerl'II/IJ'II/ICB!

Jlo Baut 3moBellle YXMBITIBHYIICS, €T0 JIUI0 UCKa3Wuia 'puMaca, a MepLaloiuil cBeT GhoHapel B IOOKe
chenarn ero o0nuK eine 6oyee MyraiomuM. [JeMOHB OTCTYIIHIM, IpoXkKa OT CTpaxa.

9Ty ClIeHy ciaydalHo ycablmana Yy JIMHIP, Ubs JIOIKa OKa3anach Hemomasneky. JIo Bay Ot
HACTOJIBKO ITOTPY2KEH B CBOI0 HEHABUCTD, YTO HE 3aMeTHUJI IPUOIHUKEHUS TOCTOPOHHUX, HO GapHIIIHS,
n30asioBaHHAas C MeTCTBAa, HUYero He 604/1ach.

OnHa rpoMKO KpUKHYIIa:

— Kt0 Tam rosoput? OcMenunuch yOuBaTh IIOfEH Ha 3eMIISIX UMIIepaTopPCcKux rpobuun? IToxoxe, y
KOT'0-TO T'0JI0OBA CJIMIIIKOM TBepast ¥ IMPOCUTCS C II1ey?

JIuuo Jlo bast u3MeHnnI0Ck, ¥ OH TYT 2Ke METHYJI CBOU Beep B CTOPOHY 3BYKa.

9T0 OBl HEe OOBIYHBIN Beep, a Jap camoro HebecHoro uMnepaTopa. CrenaHHblM 13 6e10ro Hedppura,
OH OBIJT TPOHM3aH MOIIHOM OYXOBHOM CHUJION M MOT CIIYKUTh KaK HECOKPYUIUMBIM IIUTOM, TaK 1
OCTpHIM opykueM. Ha pykosiTu BUIHENACh 30/10Tast Hagnuch: [IeBsaTeidd CelH JIo Bau.

Yxy JIunap, oObiuHas u3bajoBaHHas OeBUIlA, HUKOTOA He BUena HU4ero nmomo06Horo. OHa 3aCThIa
Ha MeCTe, OlleTleHeNIa OT yKaca, TJIsigd Ha JeTSIIee B Hee OpyXKue.

Korpma o CTONKHOBEHUS OCTaBaIUCh CUMTaHHEIE MTHOBEHUS, IIOSBUIACh YepHasd TeHb U IIperpaguia
nyTh HehpUTOBOMY Beepy. JIMHIP OT CTpaxa JIUIINUIIACh YYBCTB, a ee CIyKaHOK JeMoHH! JIo bas
IIPOTJIOTUIIX B OTHO MTHOBEHUE.

Jlo Baii OBITT B SIPOCTH: KTO IIOCMETT BMENIAThCS B ero fesia? OH B3MBII B BO3AYX U IPU3EMIIUIICS Ha
JIOOKY OeBYIIKU. YepHas TeHb OCTAHOBUJIACH U NIPUHSJIa YeJI0BeYeCKU 00IIHK.

— [IpuBetcTBy10 [I€BATOrO IPUHIIA.

— 970 THI?!

[Tepen vuMm ctosin Bai Jle, mpocnaBneHHbIM HeOECHEIM BOeHaYaIbHUK B YePHBIX mociexax. OH monrue
rofel cnyxkun HebecHOMy UMIepaTopy.

— Ha Hebecax coBceM fienaTh Heuero? Pemmms 1e3Th B MOU JIUYHEIE fena? — JIo Bait ciioxui Beep u
IEMOHCTPATUBHO OTBEPHYJICS.

Bait Jle mOK/IOHUIICS:

— [Ipusnn, npouly, He NOgAABAaUTECh SMOLUSAM. ITOT Beep CO3[aH caMUM UMIepaTopoM. [Toka Bel UM



IMOJIB3yeTeCh, 4 00s13aH 3amuIaTh Bac. TakoBa BOJS rocygaps4.

bai Jle xoTen Kak Jiyyllle, HO JIULIb CUIbHEe pa3031ui JIo bas. Ctapele paHbl, TOOb YHUXKEHUN U
JKW3Hb B TEHU — OH OOJIBIIIE HEe XOTEeJ 9TOT0 TePIeTh!

— Y6upaticst oTcioga! — KPUKHY OH, 00€PHYBIIKCE.

Baii Jle xoTen 4To-TO 006aBUTh, HO, YBUOEB HAIUThEIE KPOBBIO I'Mta3a JIo bas, 3aMom4an u TUX0 uc4e3.

Korpga Jlo Bait mputien B ce6st, Yxky JIuHAp yKe ounynach. KOHas meByIlKa, BIiepBble YBUEBIIAS
CTOJIb IPEKPaCHOTO I0HOIIY, BIoOUIach 6e3 maMsaTH.

— Bnaronap}o BaC, CIiaCUTEJIb, — IIPOIIEITalla OHa, IIbITasACh IOAOEPXKaTh €ro.

Jlo Bai, Bce ellle 0XBa4eHHBIM IPOCTHI0 BOCIIOMUHAHUY, OTIPSIHYJI OT €€ MPUKOCHOBEHUS U
CTPEMUTENLHO yeTell. Cepflle AeBYIIKKA OCTAIOCh C HUM. BepHYBIIKMCH JOMOM, OHa BCEM
pacckasbiBalla, Kak IpeKpacHHIM I0HOIIa B 6€JI0M cIiac ee 0T JeMOHOB. CITyXu MHOXKUIIUCH, TIOKa
MCTOpUS He IIpeBpaTuiach B JIereHay o ToM, Kak Jlo Bait moGenun HeUnCTh.

Yxy JIMHIp TOMHIIACh OT II00BH, HO CBATHI Pa3 3a pa3oM II0JTy4Yasii 0TKa3: MOJIOHOoY rocronuH JIo
ellle CIIUIIKOM I0H U He TIOMBIIIISET 0 XKEHUTHOe.

BcnomuHasg 910, JIo baut kpusuicsa. OH mocMenBacd Hap riyniaMu U3 FO4xkoy, KOTOpele CUuTalu
ero repoemM, flaxke He II0JJ03peBasi, YTO TOPOJ AAaBHO IPUHAIEKUT eMy. [I71 HEero saTu ooy ObUIn
of00HBI MypaBbsiM — CTOMJIO JIWIIE IaJIblieM IIeBeJIbHYTh, YTOOH Pa3faBUTh UX.

My Wuanb, 3ameTus, 4To Jlo baii 3agyMarcs, Cyxo KallagHYI:

— locnogus Jlo, ecnu cerofgHs Bl He TIOWMaeTe 3TOTO IeMOHa, TO MOxXKeTe 3a0bITh 0 BO3BPAIIIEHUHU B

CBOI0 HeOECHYI0 0OUTETID.

[Ty ®anb enBa coepzkan yneOKy. Hazats nomecthbe JIo HeGeCcHON 00UTeINbI0 OBIIO Heanieko OT
uctuHE. OH U He IyMaJl, 4TO CYPOBEHIH r'ybepHaTOp oOpallaeT BHUMaHKUE Ha TaKUEe MEJIOYH.

— Hert-HerT, g BOBCe He X04y XKUTh B BallleM 0COOHSIKe, — TocmeInHo otBeTun Jlo baii. Ecnu oH 3mech
3alepKHUTCS, 9TO MOXKET IMOMEIIATh ero maaHam!

My WusHb yKe cOena IIar K BEIXOMY, HO OCTAHOBHUIICS ¥, 00EPHYBIIUCH, XOJIOTHO ITPOU3POHMUIT:

— Tl'ocmopus Jlo, He o0onbiaiTeck. BaM 3[eck U XKUTH-TO He IIpUAETCs. Balle MeCcTo — B TIOpbMe
1715 0C000 OTIACHBIX ITPECTYITHUKOB.

Jlo Bau momopmuicsa. Mims kakoii! C BUAy Kpacasell, a cepflie YepHee, YeM y TOTO CTaporo AeMOHa.



Hapo GYI[GT KaK-HI/IGYJIB CBECTH HX, IIYCTL IIOMEPAIOTCA, 9bs OYIIa T'HUJIEE.

— locnogus Jlo, mydlile CKJIOHUTE T'OJIOBY, HAlll TOCIIOOUH He TaKOW ykK 6eccepaedHbIl, — THXO0
menyyn [y ®daus.

Jlo Bait mocMoTpes Ha CTPOMHYIO CIMHY r'yOepHaTopa B IBEPSIX:

— Cxnonuts ronosy? KoHeuHno, npupgeTcs. Balll TOCIIOOWH TaKOU IIOAJIel, ellle OTPaBUT MEHS B

KaMepe KaKoW-HuOyIb OPSHbBIO.

YcnrimaB ato, Iy ®aHb YCIIOKOUIICS U C YIBIOKOM II0C/IeoBall 3a HUM.

Ha mecTte npectynnenus ux yxe xpgana by 03 ¢ mogemu. My M4sHb BoIes IepBLIM U 3aMep, TbAs
Ha Teno. by H03 cpa3y 3aMertuna nnertymerocs no3anu Jlo bas u npourenrtana rybepHaTopy:

— locnoguH, BB IPOCTO HEeBepOATHHI! CTOJIBKO JTI0IeN Me4YTaloT XOTh pa3 YBULAETh rocrnonuHa Jlo, a
BHI IIPUBE3/IU €r0 IPSIMO Ha MECTO IIPOUCIIECTBUS. [loucTUHE MacTePCKUM X0m!

My M4sHb IPOUTHOPUPOBAJI €€ JIECTh U IIpUKa3all:

— 3a paborty!

Jlo Baii ornsigen koMHaTy. 2KepTBa Oblsia flaocoM. [JeMOHbI 0OBIYHO He TPOTal0T TaKuX, a ero

coOCTBeHHEBIE TTOfIONIeYHbIe — TeM Oornee. K TOMY XK€, naoC OBIJT ITOTHOCTBIO OGGCKpOBJ’IeH, 4YTO COBCEM
He IIOXOOHUJIO Ha II0YEePK ero meTen.

— locnogu Jlo, ecTh Kakue-HUOyOs coobpaxenus? — capocun [y ®aHs.

Jlo Baii mOHSI, 4TO 3TO [IeJI0 PYK He IeMOHOB, ¥ BHYTPH Y HETO IIE€BEIbHYJIOCH TFOOOIBITCTBO: KTO
etre mpo6parsics B FOuxkoy? CTaHOBUIOCH BCe MHTEPECHEe.

My W43Hb CHOBa MIOLOIIET K HEMY:

— l'ociopgus Jlo, npomy.

Ot rybepHaTOpa UCXOOUI TOHKMM apomar. JIo Baif, moYyBCTBOBaB, KaK TOT IOMAOIIEN CIUIIKOM
671M3K0, OTCTYIIHII Ha IIar, YTOOBl CKPHITh CBOE 3aMeIaTeIbCTRO.

— l'ocnioguH, He TOPOIINTECHh, — CKa3alJl OH.

— Bepno, rociogus, — nogaepxarn 1y ®ans. — [laBaiiTe MBI OCMOTPUMCS BOKDPYT, a 34€Ch OCTaBUM



rocropuHa Jlo.

My M4sHb COMHEBAJICS, CTOUT I 0CTaBNATh JIo Bas ogHOro Ha MecTe npecrtymieHusd. OH He 3Hall,
€ro JI1 9TO PYK MeJ10, HO BIIOJIHE BO3MOKHO, YTO 3aMellIaHbl ero COOOITHUKY. HyKHO ObIIO CHadasa
npuxath 3T0ro Jlo basg K HOrTIO.

— T'ociopuH Jlo, s BaM 3[eCh HyKeH? — cupocull My UusHsb.

Jlo Baii BHyTpeHHe TUKOBAJ: KOHEYHO, He HyKeH! B TBoeM MpUCyTCTBUM OH He CMOT Obl JEHCTBOBATh
CBOOOOHO.

— T'ocrioguH, BB BeCh IeHb MMOTPATUIIM Ha TO, YTOORI IMoMiMaTh MeHs. OTmoxHuTe HEMHOT0, — JIo Ban
CIeall yoapeHue Ha CJIOBe MeHs, HaMeKas Ha HeClIpaBedJINBOCTh IIPeCciiefOBaHus, XOTS COMHEBAJICH,
yTo My U45Hb IOMMeET HaMeK.

My M4sHb HUYEro He OTBETUII, JIUIITh PABHOAYIIHO OKUHYJI €70 B3TJISIOM U BHIIIEN. ITOT B3TJIAN
3actaBun cepplle JIo bas nponyctuth yaap. OH npuxXarn JagoHb K TPYOH, YCIIOKauBasCh, ¥ 3aKPHII
IBEPE.

— BrIxonu, ecnu He cobupaelbest 6ekaTh, — OPOCUIT OH B IIYCTOTY.

W3 TeHU BHIIIIA XKEHIIMHA HEBEPOSITHOU KpacoThl. Ha Helt OBIZI0 KpacHOe ITaThe, OTKPHIBAIOIIEE
co0ma3HUTENbHEIE U3TUOLI TETIA, @ €€ NBUXKEHUS OBIIU TIOJTHEL I'PalluK U TOPoKa. Ee riasa, BIaxkHbIe
M MaHAIIKe, Ka3aiioch, UCTOYAIM Yaphl, a TyObl ObUIM ClIeTKa IPUOTKPHITH B KOKETIIMBOM YIIHIOKE.

— d-To mymaina, KTO 3TO, @ 3TO 3HaMEeHUTHIH. ..

— 3aTtkuuch! — psaBkuyn Jlo Bait. OH He OB yBepeH, He MofcIymrBaeT 11 My M4sHb 3a IBephio,
II03TOMY IIPepBaJl ee Ha IO0JIyCIIOBE.

— Ilouemy Henb3s [OroBOpUTh? bouiibes, 4TO KTO-TO y3HaeT? Unu y rocnopuHa Jlo ecTs gpyrue

CereTbI? — B I'OJIOCE XKEHIIMWHEI 3By4aJl BEI30B.

Jlo Bait cxan kynaku. CxBaTKY He u30exaTh. [lepeq HUM Oblyia IpeCcTaBUTENIbHUIIA KJIaHa JIUC,
KOTOpBIe BCerfia BpaXoBajy C [eMOHAMU U CTPEMUJIUCH K He3aBUCUMOCTH. BeposaTHO, OHa IpuIlia
CIIPOBOLIMPOBATE €TO.

He moxwupnasicsk, moka oHa cpearupyet, JIo bait MONMHUEHOCHO CXBaTuUII ee 3a ropyo. 2KeHIHa He
OXKuMaja TaKOM IMPBITH, HO, OyIy4y JIMCOM, TYT Ke BKIIIOYMIIA CBOU Yaphl ¥ IIPOLIEIITANA,
IPUTBOPSISICH CIa00i:

— Tl'ocmopuu Jlo, otyctuTe MeHs, ¥ CHIIHBL Bac 0TOJIarofapur.

— Otnyctuts? M 4TO 5 TOrga CKaxy?



Cka3zas 3710, Jlo baii cam cmyTuncs. C yero 65l eMy OIlpaBABIBATHCS Ilepel KaKUM-TO r'yOepHaTOpoM?

— T'ocmogus JIo GouTCst TOrO YeloBeKa 3a ABephio? Xa-xa-xa! — CeISHb pacCMesiach, ee T0JI0C OB
II0JIOH HaCMEIIKH.

JIuc 6110 He 00MaHyTh. JIo Bali moKpacHes OT THeBa U CTHIMIA, CJIOBHO I0HEIl, YbM TalHbIe MBICIIU
OBLIM PACKPHITEL.

— Yto TH Menewmb?! CMOTPH, a TO NPUAyIY!

— OM, KaKo¥ CBUPEIBIN, — 3aCMesiiach OHa, 0OBUB PyKaMHU €ro Tajluio.

My MusHb, pacxaXKKUBaBIINI CHapyXH, He Haxonul cebe mecta. OH Gosiics, uTo Jlo Bait c6exur, a
YCITBIIIIAB TOJI0CA BHYTPH, PELIUTEIBHO PACIAXHYIT IBEPE.
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