My W4ysnub 0OKa3ancs 3aI1epT B KpOI.T.IG‘-IHOI:I TEMHHUIIE.

BOKPYF apui HGHpOFHﬂHHBIfI MpakK, a BpeMA OT BpEMEHU JOHOCHUIIOCE JINChE TABKAHLBE — 3BYK,
HaHOMI/IHaIOU.II/Ifl 3H0paJIHBIfI CMeX, OT KOTOPOro I10 CIIMHEe Hp06el"aJ'I XOJIOOOK.

Ceiiuac oH He gyMan o cebe. ENMHCTBEHHBIM ero kKeflaHueM Owito, 4To6sl By FO3 ycmena
YCKOJIb3HYTb U3 IIENKUX JIall TOM XKEHIITWMHE B CHHEM.

OH He muTan uT03ui 1 He xkpaan, yto Iy ®anp u By FO3 npunyTt eMy Ha momots. Eciu cyxkaeHo
noruOHYTh 371eCh, TO TYCTh TaK — 3TO Haxe K Jy4IIeMy, JTIeTKUN KOHel.

Cnyx0a mpu gBOpe HUKOTHA HEe BXOAHUTIA B €0 IJIAaHHI.

Ecnu O He MaTh, HacTauBaBIIas Ha coa4de roCcyoapCTBEHHBIX 3K3aMEHOB, OH OBl IIpenro4desl OCTaTbCA
B I'JTyIITIK, BOAJIA OT I/IMHepaTopCKOIZ CTOJIMIBI, X 2KUTH ZKHU3HBIO IIPOCTOTO JEPEBEHCKOI0 MY2KHUKaA.

B3siTh B 2K€HHI KpacaBully, PACTUTh HETEM, BO3MEILIBATh OTOPOM, PA3BOAUTH KYP [Ia YTOK, TACTU CKOT
— TAKOW XKU3HU ObUIO OB BIIOJIHE TOCTATOYHO [JIST CYACThSI.

Ho on cman sK3aMeHBI C IePBOM MOIMBITKH.

[ToHayasny 3To pajioBajio, HO oAbl CITyKObI IIPY IBOPE, HaBsias atMochepa, He06XOOMMOCTh
co0JTIoaTh OCTOPOKHOCTE Ha KaxXKIOM IIIary ¥ ITOCTOSTHHBIN PUCK HaBleUb Ha ce0s THEB, IPO3SIINMA
Ka3HbIO 10 IEBSITOTO KOJIeHa, 3aCTaBUIIM €T'0 IIEPEOCMBICIUTD XKU3Hb. ECITM TH He MOXKeIlb JaTh
JKEHIIMHEe YYBCTBO 6€30IIaCHOCTH, TO JIy4Ille BOBCE He CBSI3BIBaTh ce0s y3aMu Opaka.

VIMeHHO MTO3TOMY OH [I0 CUX ITOP OBII XOJIOCT.
Kak 6l MaTh HY aBUjIa Ha HETO, OH He IIIeJT Y Hee Ha IOBOfY.

Temeps, KOrfa MaTepu He CTajlo, €T0 ¥ BOBCE HUUTO He yaepxKrBano. MpOHUYHO, YTO B UTOTE OH
BCTPETUT CBOM KOHEI OT PYK JTUCUI-000POTHEH.

Yro o Toro, 4To OymeT mocie cMepTH, — OH Ovll yBepeH, 4To by 105 u Illy ®aHb 1103a00TSATCS 0
norpebeHuy, 1 6eCIIOKOUTHCS 00 3TOM HE CTOMIO.

[Tpu sToit Meicu My M4sHb Jaxe I0YyBCTBOBAJl HEKOe o0ieryeHue.

Ilnst Hero 9To OBIIO CBOETO poma u3baBieHreM. HakoHEeN-T0 MOXKHO PaCIPOLIAaThCs C JKU3HbIO, T
KaXOBIY MeHb IPU OBOpPe OBl mogo0eH nTpeObIBaHUIO B KIIETKE C TUTPOM.

B 3TOT MOMEHT y caMOro yxXa pa3facs TUXUH T'OJIoC:

— T'ocmoguH, KakK BB 37TeCh OKA3aJIUCh?

— Kt0? K10 30ech? — BCcTpenenynca My Musue. Heyxkenu 3mech KT0-10 etie? ECIU KTO-TO U MOXKET
OBITH 37[€Ch, TO TOJILKO YEJIOBEK.

— l'ocoguH Tak OBICTPO 3a0BLT MO T'OJIOC?
— Tol... KTO TEHI? — My Mu3Hb BCe HUKAK HE MOT BCIIOMHUTE.

MozxkeT, KTO-TO U3 IPOCTHIX JIFOAEeH, KOMy OH KOTAa-TO IIOMOT?



— l'ocmomuH, 3TO s, MOJIOAOM rocrnoauH Jlo.

— Yrto? I'octioguu JIo?

My Husus onemmun. OH? Kak 0oH Mor 3aech oka3aTtbcsa? [a u o cinoBaM By FO3, Jlo Bait ucues. Kak
OH MOT BHE3aIlIHO IIOSIBUTHCSA 3MECh?

Bupgs, uyto My UusHb monuut, JIo bau jierko morapasncst 0 ero youBJIeHUU U cMATeHuU. HaBepHsaKa
TOT JIOMAeT T'0JIOBY, KaK 3TO BOOOIIE BO3MOKHO.

YT0 K, 9TO HUAeaTbHEIM MOMEHT, YTOOH TOKa3aTh CBOI0 HEIIPUYACTHOCTE K 0OOPOTHSIM.

— l'ocoguH, mouemy mMonuuTte? He Bepute, 4To 970 51? — JIo Ball n306pa3usr HEBUHHOCTD.

— KoneuHo, yousneH. ['ocnoguH JIo — MacTep 110 IOMMKE HEUUCTH, KaK K€ BBl MOTJIM IIOTIACThCS B
namnsl 000pOTHEN M 0Ka3aThCs 3[eCh?

— 3X, BBL IIPOCTO He B Kypce. Ecnu g pacckaxy, Bel Bce nmouMete. — Jlo baii 3apaHee 3Has, 4To My
W4sHb CKaXeT HeUuTOo MofKo6HOe, ¥ TYT XK€ BHAYMaJl JI0XKb, YTOOH! OTIpaBaaTh CBOE IPUCYTCTBUE.

My M4sHE CHOBa 3aMoi4all.

Jlo Baii TepIenuBo Xaajl, HaflesiCh, YTO TOT PACCIPOCHUT ero mogpobHee. Ho oH GBI pa304apoBaH.
My W4sHb He TONTBKO He CIIPOCKII, HO ¥ IPONOIKAJ XPaHUTh MOJTYaHHUe.

Jlo bait 3aHepBHUYA:

— Hy 4t0 Xe BH, rocriogud My, BaM COBCEM He TIO0OTBITHO?

— A eCTb 7T TOJIK OT JTFOOOMIBITCTBA? MEI BCE PABHO XKUJTBIIEI HE XKHUJTBIIHL.

— B&L... BHL... He OyAbTe TaKUM neccuMucToMm! M elrle He 00513aTEIBHO YMPEM.

Jlo Baii 6v11 B sipocTt 0T My WusHs. EMy Tak X0Tenochk cKa3aTh: YCIIOKOMCS, g 37eCh. 4 Mory
nepeOUTh XOTh BECh JIUCHUM POJI, II0Ka g He pa3pelly Tebe yMepeTh, TH HE YMpPEIIb.

Ho cka3atb 3TOT0 OH He MOT, IPUXOAUIIOCH CIEPXKUBATHCS.
— O, ¥ 4TO Xe TH Ipefjaraels?

9T1oT Bompoc My MusHs MPO3ByYa TOYb-B-TOYb KaK Te IIPOCHOLI, C KOTOPLIMU K HEMY OOpalllauch,
KOrfla Hy>kHO OBLIO TO¥MaTh JeMOHa.

JIo Baii omeru.

W npaBpa, ¢ TaKUMHU CTapbIMK JTucaMu, Kak My V4sHb, HyKHO OBITH 0cTOpOoXKHEee. OHU XUTPH U
KOBapHBI, TOTO U TJISIOU — CaM IIONafeNIbCsl B €T0 JIOBYIIKY, BMECTO TOT'0 YTOOR 3aMaHUTh B CBOIO.

— Hy... y MeHs HET HUKaKUX 0COOBIX UIeH.
— Torpma 3ayeM XBacTancs?

— Korpa aTo s xBacTancs? Bel MeHsT HammpacHO 0OBUHSIETE.



— Pa3Be He THI IPOCUIT He OBITh IECCUMUCTOM? Pa3Be He ThI CKa3aJsl, YTO MHl He 00S3aTEIbHO YMpPeM?
Tak ckaXu, Kako¥ y Te0s mman? — apryMeHTsl My MusHs Obld 6e3yImpeyHEL.

Jlo Baii 3amep.

[Topa3meicnuB, OH NOHAM: My M43Hb TPOCTO X04eT, YTOOHI OH €ro crac. TeM caMbIM OH KOCBEHHO
IIpU3HAaJ ero MacTepCTBO B IIOMMKE [eMOHOB.

YTto XK, 1agHo.

Jlo bau choancs:

— 4 3Halo ogHy TalHyio Tpony. [loiimeM, BEIOEpeMCst OTCIOla BMECTe.

— TrI 3Ha/ 0 Tporme u He cOexan? 2Kman MeHs 3[ech?

Kak TOnbKO 3TH CJioBa copBanuch ¢ ryd My Musus, nuno JIo bas MTHOBEHHO BCIBIXHYJIO.

My Wusnb 6611 mpaB. OH OeNCTBUTENBHO XK/ajl ero, YTOOR BEIOpaThCsl BMeCTe. BHITh BOT Tak
IIO¥MaHHEIM Ha CBOUX YyBCTBaX OBLIIO HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO.

Jlo Baii pemun: Hy U IIyCTh HEJIOBKO, BCE PaBHO B 3TOW TeMHOTe My MusHb He BUOUT €ro JHIla.

— 41 He To 4TOOHI KMmay Tebs1, MPOCTO ThI KaK pa3 BOBpeMs IIOMOCIIENT, — Orpri3Hycs Jlo bai,
IILITAsICh OMPaBOATHCS.

— Cl'IpOH.Iy TeOs: TOT ,'E[eBHTBIfI IIPpUHII, 0 KOTOPOM OHHM I'OBOPHIJIH, 3TO HE THI?

Jlo Bast 6pocuio B X0JI0f. ITH IIPOKJISITHIE JIUCH, KaK OHM CMEIOT YIIOMUHATh ero UMs pu HeM? Pa3Be
OH He 3alpeTHJ pacKpHBaTh CBOIO TUYHOCTH? COBCEM CTpax IMOTepsiu!

— Kakoii eme gessaTeiil npuHL? He 3Hato takoro! — JIo bail pemmn BKIOYUTh Aypaka. My MusHb Bce
PaBHO HUYETr0 eMy He Chelaer.

— Ho nmucCH TOIBKO 4YTO TOBOPHUIIH, YTO CO6I/IpaIOTC${ IIPUTIaCUTh OEBATOIO IIPKUHIIA.

— Oii, ma Kakas pa3Hulla, KakKoil TaM IpuHIl! Bce oHM U3 MHChEro poga. MoxkeT, 3TOT IPHUHI] KaK pa3
MIOOUT TaKuX, Kak BeI? — JIo Bail pemmn IpunyrayTs ero. Ecnu TOT oT cTpaxa OPOCUTCS eMy B
00BSATHST — 9TO OYHET CTOUTH TOTO.

My W4sHb OKOHYATEIBHO TIaJl [yXOM, He BUMS IIIAHCOB Ha craceHnue. K Tomy Xke, maxe ecnu
TIOSIBUTCS BO3MOXKHOCTB, OH He Ovl yBepeH, 4To JIo Bail cTaHeT ero crmacars.

— IlycTs mobut, nycts ecT. Moe Msco BCce paBHO He BKYCHOE, S BeIb yKe He MOJIOT.
Jlo Baii nummics fapa peuu. XoTs BHyTpeHHe OH HeTO[0Basl, BHEIIHE IIPHUIIIOCh ITPOJO0IXKATh UTPY.

— He OynbTe TakuM nogasieHHBIM. CTOIBKO JTIOfeH ellle KAYyT Balllel moMolnu. Eciu Be yMpeTe
ceryac, Kak BBl IOCMOTPUTE B I'Jla3a MaTEPH, CBOUM OJTU3KUM U HapOAy?

My Husnb 3agyMancs. M npaBpaa, CTOJBKO JIET CIyKO0bI, CTOIIBKO CBEPIIEHNUH — HEYXKeJH BCe
3aKOHYHUTCA TaK 0ecciaBHO?

Ecnu ymacTtcst BHIOpaThCs, OH 00513aTeNIbHO 0TOIarofapuT 3Toro rocrnoprta Jlo. [TycTs oH u



IMogo3peBall €ro B TOM, 9TO TOT CaM SABJIAE€TCA OEeMOHOM, HO BE€Ib Jlo baii He YGI/IBaeT, a HaOGOpOT —
cracaeT. 3JHAUUT, Jaxke eCJid OH [IEMOH, TO JIO6pI:IfI.

— IoiimemTe, He MemIuTe. ECiid IPOMEIIMM ellle HEeMHOT0, HAC TOYHO ChefsT.

— Xopo11o, HO Kak OHITh ¢ Henamu? — My W4snab nopHan pyku. Y pyku, u Horu ObUIA CKOBaHBL
TsI2KeJIBIMU KaHJalaMH.

— ¥V mend Toxe. — Jlo Baii mpogeMoHCTpUpOBan cBou enu. — Ho He BOJIHYNCS, Y MEHS eCTh CIIoco0.
C aTtuMu crioBaMH¥ OH [EPHYII 3a LIeNU Ha CBOUX HOTaX, U Te C JIA3rOM Pa30pPBaJIUCh.

My M4sHb U3yMJIEHHO BHITApaluJl rjia3a:

— V 1e6s Takas cumna?

JIo baii TpsIXHY BOJIOCAMU U TOPHAO YCMEXHYJICS:

— 910 eme yto! Ilogoxau, ceryac ¥ TBOU CHUMY.

Ou nopoen 6nuxe. B TecHOM, TeMHOM npocTpaHcTBe Jlo Baii 0ka3ancsi CoBCeM PSIOOM.

My M43Hb I04yBCTBOBAJ UCXOOAIINY OT HET'O 3allaX — CBEXUY, CBOMCTBEHHEIN IOHOIIIE apOMaT,
KOTOPBIN yOapui eMy B HOC.

Jlo Baut He cTan cpa3y cHUMaTh KaHganel. OH cxBaTusl My M4sH4 3a 3ansiCThd ¥ TUXO CIIPOCUIL:
— BonbHO, KOra Tak CKOBLIBAlOT? BrepBrie B KaHfanax, ga?

Takas 6;1130CTh BeI3bIBana y My MUusHs oTTopxkeHre. OH 3aHEpBHUYAN:
— ITouemy Tak MHOTO Gonraerms? [JaBai GbicTpee!

JIo bau paccmesncs:

— TospKO 4TO TOBOPHUJI, YTO HE OOUIIBCS CMEPTH, @ TEMEePb TOPOIIHUIILCS?
— Memngse cnos! Cnacai, ecnu co0upaeses, a HeT — Tak U CKaxu!

My MusHb cepauTo mo6aBuii:

— U emme...

JTo Bat BOIIPOCHUTEIbHO IOIHSII OPOBE:

— Yro?

— Oroiigu ot MeHs nopaneiie! — ronoc My MusHsa gporuyin. OH caM He TIOHUMAJ, KaK BHIPA3UTh Ty
HEJIOBKOCTb U CTPAHHOE CMYIeHHUe, YTO OXBATUIIM €TO.

— Oy.
Jlo Baii cmenan Buf, 4TO HE PaCCIbIIIal, U HEBO3MYTUMO ocBoOoaus My M4YsHs OT OKOB.

Kak Tonpko nemnu yiianm, My W45Hb IOCIENHO BCTan. To Iu OT PEe3KOro nBuzKeHud, TO JIK OT



IIePeKUTOTO CTPaxa, ero KayHyJso, ¥ OH efiBa He ymall.
Jlo bayi MSITKO IIOAXBATHJI €T0:

— locnoguH, Kyna B Tak ClemuTe?

— Kro cnemmut? ITomnu yxke! — My MusHb Opocuil Ha HET0 HEIOBOIBHBIN B3TJISA 1 3alllara BIepe].
JIo Baii ¢ ycMeIIKOM [OCIeqoBasl 3a HUM.

— Tt BooOIIIe 3HAeIb, Kyga uaTu? Voeins Bepenu, a MeHs, 3HAOIIEr0 My Th, OCTABUJII IT03a0H.

My M4sne npoMoyart.

— O, 9 Tebs cIac, a TH JaXke cracubo He cKa3as?

My W4sHb npopoKal Moji4aTh.

Jlo Ba#, ums cimemoM, 00MKEHHO ITPOBOPYATT:

— Yro ¢ To060it Takoe?

My H4sHb 00EpHYIICS:

— Cuwurtai, 4TO CcIac, Korma Mbl JeWCTBUTENTBHO BEIOEPEMCS OTCIOMA.

— Hy T8I 1 HerogHuk! Pa3Be Tak momo06aeT BeCTH ce0s1 BEICOKOIIOCTABIIEHHOMY YHHOBHUKY?
O0uzKaelb IPOCTOTO YeJIoBeKa?

My HusHio OBII0 JIEHDb NTpenupaThcs, Ho JIo ball morHam ero ¥ Kpemnko yXBaTUJ 3a PyKas.

Tak, mpepeKasich, OHU BHIIIIK U3 Tellepsl. CHapyXKK OTKPHIICS MIPEeKPACHEIM BUM: TIOBCIOOY IIBETHI,
TIOIOT MITHITBI, HACTOSIIWI PAUCKUH YTOJIOK. BOT TOIBKO BOKPYT OBL/Ia CIIJIOIIHAS BOHA. ITO MECTO
HAIIOMHHAJIO OCTPOB TIOCPENHX 03€epa, U [0 Oepera OvUIO He JoOpaThCs!

Yto? I'me aT0 oHU? My MusHb 03afaueHHO TocMOTpen Ha JIo bas:
— ThI 2Ke CcKa3aJl, YTO MbI BLIOEpEMCS?

Jlo Baii 6ecIIoMOIIIHO pa3Bell pyKaMu:

— 41 ckasa, 4TO MBI BEIA[EM HapyXKy. MBI ¥ BBIIIUIH, CMOTPH.

— Ho roe muB1?

— { v cam He 3Hal.

— THI...

My HUusHb TAKen0 B3MOXHYJ. BAPYr B maMaTH BCIJIBUIH c1oBa O3 YxkuillyaH 0 KaKOM-TO OCTPOBE
nocpenu o3epa. Heyxkenu 310 oH ¥ ecTh? OHU Beb TOBOPUIIM, YTO COOUPAIOTCS IPUTTIACUTH TyHa
OEBATOIO IPUHIIA.

— OTOT OEeBATHIA IIPUHI] HE MOZXKET OBITD 30ech? — My HN4ysHb 3aHEPBHUYAII, 0051Ch CTOJIKHYTBCA C
HHM.



— He Bonnyiics. Pa3 oHM IOIIIK €ro IpUriiaiiaTh, 3HA4YUT, OH y2Ke TaM, KyJa ero 1no3Bainm, —
ycrnokowu ero Jlo Bait, mpo ce0st mogyMaB: IeBSTHIN IPUHIL IPSIMO Ieper To00i, 3a4eM ero Kyna-To
[IpUrialmaTh?

— U kakK HaM Tenepsb mmepedpaThCs?
— Trl mnaBaTh yMeeb?
— Her.

Jlo Baii moHrMalole KUBHYJ. Takve BakHble YNHOBHUKHY, KaK OH, IIPUBHIKJIM €3[0UThH B NaJTaHKUHAX U
BEPXOM, OTKy[la UM 3HATh TOJIK B ITaBaHUU? TOJIBKO TE€, KTO BEIPOC Y BOMHI, YMEIOT AepKaThCS Ha
TI71aBy.

YTo XKe menarTn?
— Moxer, 5 moHecy Te0s Ha cnuHe? — Jlo bag oceHusna reHuanbHas unes.

— INonecems MeHs1? — y My MusHs pacIMpUIKCh 3padkiu. [laxke Korga TOT CTOSIJT CJIUIIKOM OJIH3KO,
OH Tepsisl caMoo0JiaflaHue, a Teleph — Ha CluHe!

JT0... 9TO... KaK Xe...
— Hy ma, moHecy. BmecTte gomnmnbsiBeM, — TBepHo cka3sas Jlo bau.

— OT0 HeBO3MOKHO! HuKorma He cbllan o TakoM crioco0e nnaBanus! — My MusHb cuen 3To
IIOJTHEIM OpefioM.

Iaxe ecmu 3a0BITh O TOM, YTO IBO€ B3POCJIBIX MYKYKUH MOTYT IIPOCTO IOUTH KO JHY, — 3TO XKe
abcypa! YToHyTh HUUEM He NTydille, YeM ObITh ChedeHHBIM TMCaMU: CMEPTb €CTh CMEPTb.

— INonpoOyem — y3HaeM. [laBaii ucnsiTaeM, — He yHUMascs Jlo Bail.
— IlepecTaHb, JaBay mpuAyMaeM 4TO-HUOYOb Apyroe! — mpemnoxun My U4usHb.

Ho ne yCIIeJl OH JOTrOBOPUTH, KakK JIo bai cxBaTuUI €ro u C CUJIou TOJIKHYJI B BOIY.
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