Tou JIuHb He MOHKUMAJI, YTO UMEHHO MTPOU30IIIO0, HO, CYMs IO OlllapalieHHoOMY nuily JIu BaiixaHs,
TOTO CJIOBHO T'POMOM II0Pa3uio. [leo SBHO MIPUHUMAJIO HEUTyTOYHEIH 060poT. ECIu TPOKPYTUTH B
rOJI0Be TIOCJIefHUe CJIoBa... YTO OH TaM cKalan? CTajl MOHMMAaTh ero peyb?

— 9M... npuBeT, — pobKo BrimaBui ToH JIMHB, HO HAPYXKY BHIPBAJIOCH JINIb TUX0E: — MAy-May-Msy!

JIn BatixaHb 6epexKHO OITyCTHU/ KOTA Ha I10JI, COBEPIIEHHO 103a0kIB IIPO €T0 HACKBO3b ITPOMOKIIYIO
IePCTh.

— Thl... 3TO THI certyac Co MHOUM roBopui? Ho Bedb THI IPOCTO MAYKa...

Ton Jluns, KaxeTcs, Ha4yan goragsBaThcd. Ha IOICO3HATEIBHOM YPOBHE OH U3bSICHSATICS II0-
YeJl0BeYeCKH, XOTs I'0JI0COBEIE CBSI3KY BhIJaBasIy JIMIIb Kollauuii nenet. Heyxenu mo3r JIu Batixass,
YJIOBUB 3TU 3BYKHU, aBTOMaTHUUECKU [IePEBOOUII UX Ha YeJI0BeUEeCKUU A3bIK? Yy MexXay ux padyMaMu
YCTaHOBUJICA IIPIMOU MeHTa/IbHbIA KaHa?

«Ecnu TakK, TO OH MOXKET CUUTHIBATh MOU MEICJIA HAIPSIMY0?!»

«CBSITHIE YTOOHUKH... [Toyly4aeTcs, OH Temephb 3HAET, YTO BCS 3Ta KOMEIHs CO CMEPTHIO B JTIy2Ke BUHA
— 4uCTOM BOmOkl papc?!»

— Yero 3amomnuan? — cupocu JIu BalixaHb, IPUCTaNBHO Pa3TJIgAbiBasi IMyMKUCTOr0 COOeCenHUKa.

— Msy, — Ton JIuHb 001€erueHHO BHIOOXHYII. [T0X0XKe, OH 3psd MaHUKOBAJI: YUTATh MBICIIA 3TOT
OBYHOTHI BCE-TaKu He yMell. — M 0 4éM HaM rOBOPUTH?

O3By4HUB 3TO OUYEPEOHBEIM MTOCIYIITHEIM MSIyKaHbeM, KOT MOyHo0Hee YCTPOUICS Ha IOy, CTapasich
IPUAATh CBOEM 1M03e MAaKCUMYM HEBO3MYTHMOCTH U OnaropopcTBa. [IpaBaa, eciu Obl He CIIUIIIASICS,
MOKpasi OT BUHA IIEPCTh, 3TOT TPIOK cpaboTas Okl Kyna yoemuTenbHee.

— IloBenmaii-Ka MHe, KTO THl Ha CaMOM fiene... — JIu BatixaHb IPHUHSIICS MPUCTAIbHO CKAHUPOBATh
KOTE€HKA B3r/IsIO0M. — 3eMHo# KoT? IIputesnern? Mnu BooOIme Komauyuii 060pOTeHb?

3a TO BpeMsl, YTO OHU IIPOBEJIU BMECTe, OH yCIleJl MCKPEeHHe IIPUBA3aThCs K 3TOMY MEJIKOMY
IyIIKCTOMY Hefopa3yMeHuto. Ho 4To, ecnu nepen HUM UHOIUIAHETHHIN JTA3yTUUK, Ybsl MUCCUST —
Oo4YapoBaTh YeJI0Be4EeCTBO U 3aXBATUTh IIaHETy? [Ipyu UX MUJIOTE Y KOIIEK eCTh BCe LIAaHCH Ha ycrex!
YepTOBCKU OIacHas yrposa.

— ¥ Bac Tam, Ha Balllell IIJ1aHeTe, Bce Takue? MHOTo Bac TyT, Ha 3eMJyie? Brl ToXKe IPUKUIbIBAETECH
0e33alUTHEIMU MUIaXaMy, YTOOE BTUPATLCSA B IOBEPUE K JIIOOAM 1 6eCCOBECTHO MaHUIIYIUPOBATh
UX 4yBCTBamMu?!



— Oit! Kakoe ellé MaHUTyIUPOBaHUE? ITO Ha3bIBA€TCS B3aMMOBHITOOHbIM 3MOIIMOHANIBHEIA 00MeH! —
BO3MYIIEHHO 3aMsyKan ToH JIuab. — U BooO1Le, 1 MeCTHEIN, 3eMHO#! Hukakol 51 He mpuinesnel, Msy!

— Torpga KakoBa TBOA 11efb?.. — JIu BalixaHb BCE ell€ npeOriBas B rTy00KOM 3aMellaTenbcTBe. CaMa
BO3MOXKHOCTh IIOHMMAaTh KOIIaYUY I3BIK BbIOMBasia I04By U3-110of HOr. Celyac cienoBaio MpoCcTo
BBICJTYIIIATh TOTO MYIIKCTOTO MAPIIUBIA, @ BEIBOOH [eJIaTh IM03XKe, KOTHa YIISITYTCS 9MOIUH.

Moar Ton JIuHs muxopamoyHo 3apadoTarn. PacKphIBaTh KapThl IPSIMO CeMYac — 3aTess COMHUTEIbHAS.
KoneuHo, cTatyc yesmoBeka o6eruns 05l eMy KKU3Hb, HO YTO, ecyu JIu BailixaHb BHE3aIlHO IICHXaHET
¥ PEINT TUX0 n36aBUTHCA 0T Hero? Torga nuiy mnponasno. Het yx, ny4diie npupepxkaTh TalHy IPH
cebe. HykHO mpoIymnaTh MO4YBy, IOHAOMIOOATh 3a HUM. BOT KOrfa 3TOT yInpsMel OKOHYATeIbHO
BIIOOUTCST B HETO U Inary 0e3 Hero CTYIHUTh He CMOXKEeT, TOTHa ¥ HaCcTaHeT UAealbHbI MOMEHT.

«Xe-xe, UMEHHO Tak g ¥ IOCTYI0. be3ynpeynsl nnax, May!»

— O yéM ThI TaM 3amyMasics? BrklageiBaiil BCE KakK €CTh U He MBITAlCs I0JIUTh, — HEeIOBOJILHO OPOCHIT
JIu BaiixaHb, 3aMETHUB, KaK 3allleBeINJINCh KOIIaYby U3BUJINHEI.

Ero XKYTKO pa3pazKajio, 4TO OH CJIBIIIUT IIePeBO[ CJIIOB, HO HE MO2KET YUTaThk MEICJIX KOTa. A BOPYyT
9Ta MOXHaTas 0ecTus IIIIaHUPYET mober? EMy Beb HY2KHO ITIOATOTOBUTLCSA — HAIIPUMED, YCTAHOBUTH
Ha OBEPH KOOOBLIE 3aMKH.

— Ila HET y MeHS HUKaKOM CKPHITOU Lienu, May! f mpocTo nmogeixan ot royofa. Ha ynuiie MeHsS
TOHSNK OpoAsiune ICH, IyTraju 37ble JeTH... {1 BeiOpan Te0s He u3 Kopeictu! d monro
IPUCMaTPUBAJICSA U MOHSJI, YTO ThI HOOPHIA YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIM IIPOCTO 00s13aH TI0OOUTH KUBOTHBIX.
Bort u BCE... MAY-y-y.

HOJ’Iy‘-II/ITb 0T cOOCTBEHHOTO KOTa SPJIBEIK «XOPOILIEeTro IIapHA» OKa3aJIOCh COMHUTEJIbHBIM
YOOBOJIECTBHEM. JIu BoiixaHb IIOMOPIIUIICA.

— He 3aroBapuBaii MHe 3yObl. [0BOpH HAQYUCTOTY: Y€TO THl HOOMBAEIIHCS?

— Huuyero.

— TBos 1Ienb — OKaHATh MEHS CBOEW MUJIOTOM, TTOKa MOE Cepflle He Pa30PBETCS OT YMUTIEHUS?

«Hy u npunypok...» — ToH JIMHb MBEICJIEHHO 3aKaTHII IJIa3a.

— IIa HeT xKe, May! 4 aT0 BooO1Ie He crenuanbHo. OYapoBaHUe Y MeHSI BPOXKEeHHOe, eCTECTBEHHOE,
6e3 kamu ¢anbim. K ToMy xKe 51 0yoy BecTu ce0s THIlle BOOL, HAXKE TPABHL.

JIu BalixaHb CKENITUYECKU YCMEXHYJICS:



— Tume Bopsl? Hy ma, KoHeuHO. Pacckaxku 3T0 KoMy-HUOyOb Apyromy. [logeMy Torfa Impu Buge
CAMIIAaTUYHLIX [AEBYIIEK Thl CPa3y Iphiraelllb K HUM Ha PYYKU U JIaCTULILCS K HoraMm? TEHL 4ToO,
NyIIKXCTHIYA U3BpalleHel? [la yX, ¢ KacTpalXel TOYHO 3aTATUBATL He CTOUT.

— Tonbko He 3TO0, yMonisiio, HeT! Msy!!! — B3BBIJI KOTEHOK, X0JIOAEs OT y&Kaca. Mo3r TuxopagodHo
VICKaJl CIIaCUTEJIbHYI0 JIOXKb. — ¢ IPOCTO... IPOCTO... OT HUX axJIo MaMou! MamMoukou... May-y-y!

— onyctuwm, JIn Yxuior — TBost MaMa. A Tor Cyap Torpga KTo? f ke 3Hal0, YTO Thl IPEKPACHO
IIOHUMAEIb, 0 KOM peyYb.

KoTéHOK 03agayeHHO CKIIOHUII TOJIOBY:

— CecTpuuka?

— A g Torma KTo mig Teds?

— Te1... — Ton JIuHb 9yTb OBITIO He JIAIIHYII «KOXKaHBIN pa6» HUJIN «YUCTUJIBITUK JIOTKa», HO HHCTUHKT
CaMOCOXpaHEeHHUA BOBPEMS ITPHUKA3aJl IPDUKYCUTH A3BIK. — THI... MOM XO35IMH.

Boxe, Kakas gukas, HecycBeTHas cThio0a! Ho pagy BHIKMBAHUS ¥ COXPAHEHUS IIeJIOCTHOCTH CBOUX
O6yOeHII0B MOKHO ITOUTY U He Ha TaKOe YHUXKEHMUE.

Ha nune JIu BatixaHs pacIibliachk JOBOJIbHAS, YACTO OTIIOBCKAS YbIOKA:

— VMHUIA.

«ITogymaets, "x03suH". Eciu MPUKMET, 51 €r0 XOTh IMAll0YKOM Ha30BY. BCE paBHO 3BYYUT KakK
00BIYHOE KOIllauhe MIyKaHbe, HUKTO YeJIOBeUeCKHUX CJIOB He pa3bepéeT. OTauyHasi MaCKUPOBKa, TaK
oepxkarThb!»

— ITocToi, a mouemy cedvac s Tebst He crbiry? — JIu BalixaHb MOOXBATHI KOTA Ha PYKH. — A HY,
CKaXM elré 4TOo-HuOymb.

— Msay-msy, — «M 4TO MHe CKa3aTh?»

9ddeKT nerCTBUTENbHO UCITAaPUIICS. YUCTHIM, 3BOHKUY IOHOIIECKUH T0JI0C, 3By4YaBIINil B FOJI0BE
MYXK4YUHbl MTHOBEHME Ha3al, 3aTUX, CMEHUBIINCH OOBIYHHIM TOHEHBKUM IIOTMCKUBAHUEM.

— JlelicTBUTENBHO, TIyX0, — mpobopMoTarn JIu Batixanb. — Kak ke Torga cpaboTas TOT mmepeBon?..

KoTEHOK mepexBaTuI ero B3TJIM, U BHYTPU Y HEro 3acKpebyii HeXOpoIllie ITPeadyBCTBUS.



Ton JIuHb U caM NOHATHUSA HE UMeJI, B UEM cekpeT. Ho ecnu conocTaBUTh PakTHL... TOIBKO 4TO JIn
BauixaHb ero nouenosa. [IpsgaMo B KolIaybl0 MOPAOUYKY, B caMblil HOoc! Hafo ke, y 3TOro 4uCTOIIA
naxe Ope3rIUBOCTh OTKIIIOUMIach. Heyxkenu oH HacTonbKo 6e3 yMa oT Hero? UTo XK, OTPULATh TIIYIIO0
— OH HeoTpa3uM! May!

Ho 3T0 BOBCE He 3HAUUT, YTO MPOLEAYPY HYKHO MOBTOPSTH!

OpHako MyKYMHA CTPEMUTEeNIbHO mpubnu3uiics. O4eBUAHO, ero OypHas rojioBa fofyMasach 10 TOu
JKe caMOU TEOpHUH.

— May! May! — otuasuHOo 3aBonui ToH JIuHE, IEITAACH BEIPBATHCS.

KoHEeYHO, BHEITHOCTD ¥ ITMKAPHOEe TeJI0 3TOTO MapHs OBIITK IOTHOCTHIO B €T0 BKyCe, HO 1IeJI0BAThCS C
KoTOM?! Anyio, mpyXuiie, Tebe caMoMy He KaXKeTCsI 3TO IUKOCThI0? [laxke eciu Tebe HOPpMalbHO, TO
MHe Kak-To He 10 cebe! CMyIaeT xe, 4€PT BO3bMHU!

JIu BaiixaHb MBICIIEHHO IPUMEHUII METOR UCKIoUyeHUs. OH U paHbllle IJIaful KOTa, TUCKaI ero, HO
HUKAKOU MeHTa/lIbHOW CBSI3U He BO3HMKa0. CeromHs ke ciayduics hopc-Maxop: pa3buras OyTHIIKa,
IIEePCTh B BUHE U... CIIOHTAHHBIN MOLIETYH.

3HAYUT, pasrajika Kpheljlach UMEHHO B 3TOM. U 1o11e/ioBaTh HY2KHO OBIIIO HEIIPEMEHHO B MOpAY!

«Emé pa3ok!»

Umoxk!

Bynp Ton JIuHb ceriuac B 4eJI0BeUECKOM 00/IMYbe, OH OBl 3a/IUJICS ITYyHIIOBOM KPACKOM M0 CaMbIX
yiien. A 3TOT HarJlell Majio TOTO YTO IIOIeJIOBal, TakK €Ille€ ¥ YCTaBUJICA B yIIOp, Jaxe He Jymas
CMyLIaThCs!

— Hy xe, roBopu co MHOU, — nnotpeboBan Jlu BalixaHs.

—... May! — «beccTeigHUK!»

— XM, cTpaHHO, He paboTaeT, — CKa3al Myk4YuHa. — WK TH MPOCTO MOJTYHUIIL?

— May-may! — «Upuot!»

— Heyxenu neno He B mouenye? — Jlu BaiixaHb mepeBén BTSN Ha 6arpoBOe MATHO U OCKOJIKK
CTeKJIa Ha IOJTy.



[TpoBepSITH aIbTEPHATUBHYIO BEPCUIO CTPAIIHO HE XOTeJI0Ch. XOTs, eClIU Pagy pa3roBopa ¢ MUTOMIEM
TPUOETCS KaXObli pa3 6uTh Mo OYTHIIKE BUHA... YTO K, €CITH He 3aMaXWBaThCS Ha 3NMUTHEIE
BUHTAXKHBIE COPTA, OH TOTOB KPYIIUTh UX XOTh KaXkAyI0 MUHYTY!

— May-msay! — «Ara, kpyimm! Haunu ¢ [IlaTo JTapuTt BoceMbIecsiT BTOPOTO TOfia, a JIydllle cpa3y
THICAYa CEMbCOT BOCEMBECAT CeAbMOro!»

VBeI, JIu Batixanb Oomibllie He IOHKUMAa JieneT KoTa. OuyiieHne ObI0 MapiuIuBLIM. [IpeicTaBbTe: BE
rojjaMy pacTHTe IIUTOMIIQ, BOPYT oOpeTaeTe CIOCOOHOCTE O0IIAThCS C HUM, HO BOJIIIEOCTBO TaeT
yepe3 napy MuHyT. Komy Takoe mornpaButcs? [Tonpo0oBaB fenuKaTec, HUIKTO He 3aX04eT
BO3BpalllaThCS Ha CyXOH IMaéeK.

BrpouewMm, yxKe 4epe3 CeKyHAOY unes ¢ OuThEM OYTHIJIOK ITOKa3aack eMy Hesenou. JIu BaiixaHb
BEPUJI, YTO KJIIOUOM K pa3raake Obu1 morenyii. OH 6epekHO MprXKaj KoTa K cebe:

— JlapgHo, momnu MEITECSL. Benu cebs xopotio, cerogHs Oynemb criaTh CO MHOH.

«Omna, OTJINYHBIE HOBOCTH!»

— ITocne nonyHouu nompoOyeM elré pas. U He B3myMait OpeIKaThCSI! — cTporo mpepympenun Jiu
Baiixaub. — I[IpoBenéM cepuio 3KCIepuMeHTOB. I3MeHUM [ANTUTEIbHOCTh MOLENys, PaKypc... CUILY
HaXKaTHs, B KOHIe KOHIIOB.

«Crpllb, TPUsATEND, ¥ Te0s1 paHTa3us He B Ty CTEMb 3aurpana. Thl TOYHO IPOCTO
9KCIIEPUMEHTHUPYELIb, a He T0JIb3YEeLIbCsl MOUM O€CIIOMOIIHBIM IT0I0KeHneM? ! »

— 3HaAYuUT, TH ¥ pPaHbIIEe BCE IPEKPacHO IIOHUMaJI, — IPOHoJiKuA JIu BalixaHb, Befsd ero B BaHHYI0. —
HacTtosmuit Kommayuii 000pOTEHb.

Kot nputux.

—UB Oylie 3a MHOM IIOCTOSTHHO IIOATJIAOBIBAII.

— Msay-may! — «Bpanbe! Hukakoe He "mocTossHHO"! Bcero naBa pa3sa! M To HCKIIOYUTENIBHO Pagu
TOTO, 4TOORI M0 TenmedoHa moOpaThCs!»

— TBom OIIPaBOaHUA HE IPUHUMAIOTCA, — OTPE3all MyXK4YHWHaA. — BYI[GI.HB CIIOPUTE — XKHNBO JINITY
CaMOro meHHOTO.

Kot 6e3M0nBHO YCTaBHJICsA B IIPOCTPAHCTBO.



«PpIIat0 TOPIOYUMH CII€3aMU...»
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