— IIa, — Ero BenuuecTBO IPUKPHIT 30JI0TUCTRIE T1a3a, CIOBHO 3aBOPOKEHHEIM TOHKOU CTPYUKON
mapa Hajl YalIrkol ropsiyero yasi. — 4 meNCTBUTENBHO cTaplle Te0s Ha OMMHHAMALATD JIET, U CIIOPUTH
TYT He ¢ yeM. Ho pas yK Mbl CUIUM APYT HAPOTUB APYra, MHE XOTEJI0Ch Obl YCIIbIIIATh TBOU
COOCTBEHHbIE MBICIIH.

OH TOBOPHIJI POBHO, CTIOKOMHO. H1 HaMéKa Ha pa3fapakeHue u3-3a mep3kux cioB Cy Cios.

Cy Cio¥t HeBOJNIbHO 3ajo0oBacs uM. CUASIINi HallpOTUB MYyXK4YMHA [bIIa abCoMIOTHEM
CITOKOMCTBHMEM, a KaXKJI0e ero JIBUKEHNE COYUIIOCh BPOXKIEHHBIM U3SIIECTBOM. [ITUHHEIE TEMHEIE
BOJIOCHI OBIIIM CTSHYTH CBOOOJHOM JIEHTOM; Ilapa HEeIMOCIYIIHEIX Ipsfel yiana Ha J1006. JIerKui
BETEPOK IIIeBeJIbHYII OOHY U3 HUX, OPOCHUB €€ Ha Ila3a, ¥ UMIIepaTop HETOPOIIJIMBO 3allpaBuil eé 3a
yXO0.

[Tpuxomuiock MPU3HATh: JaxKe ATUHHBEIE, IO CAMOM ITOSCHUIIH, UCCUHS-YEPHbLIE BOJIOCH HUYYTh HE
yMaJIsJI¥ ero BIaCTHOTO Benuyusi. HampoTus, uMIepaTop Ka3ajcs PeOKUM IIPOHU3BeieHueM
MCKYCCTBa, BOOpaBIIKUM B ce0st 671arOPOMICTBO YIIEMIIHX 310X, Hemokone0uMo Haf€KHEBIN, OH BpeMs
ot BpeMenu ofapsin Cy Ciost B3TNISIAOM, CITOCOOHBIM, Ka3aJ10Ch, BHIBEPHYTH AYIy HAaU3HAHKY U
IIPOYECTh JI00BIe TaWHHI.

PsimoM ¢ ¢urypoii Takoro Maciutaba Tiymo ObITO HaXke MBITAaThCS I0MUTh. K TOMy XKe B OpUTHHATIbHOM
CIOJKeTe POMaHa He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO HUKAKOM MOMOJIBKY ¢ uMnepatopoM. Cy Cioil He 3HaI, HAPYLUIUT
JIF €TO 0TKa3 KaHOHWUYHBIHM X0/ COOBITUY U He IPUJIETHUT JIX 3a 9TO MTHOBEHHAs CUCTEMHAs Kapa.

Ho puckuyTs crousmo.

— Ecnu BBl IpeIIoKUIN MHE ITOMOJIBKY TOJIBKO HM3-3@ TOTO, UTO S SIKOOBI CTajl BBICIIUM OMET0M, —
HETOPOIIJIUBO, TIIATENIbHO B3BeIlIMBas Kaxkaoe cioBo, mpousHéec Cy Cioi, — To 60I0Ch, BaC XKOET
pa3oyapoBaHHUeE.

— Moii paHT BoBCe He BeICIIMH. Ha caMoM ferie s... HU3KOPAHT OBHIN.

— 3nato, — 0e3 Marelimiero Konebanus otBeTun Ero BenuuectBo. — Mot BEIOOp HUKAK He CBSI3aH C
TBOMM PaHTOM, V MeHS CBOM NPUYUHEL. — OH 3aJyM4HUBO IIPOBEJI ITa/IblleM 110 Kpaio YallKd U
IIOCMOTpEJI Ha I0HOIIY B YIIOP. 30JI0TOX B3TJIAN €ro MoTeMHe/l. — Ho MHe IPUSATHO, YTO TH CaM
PelInI BO BCEM MPU3HATHCH.

Cy Cio¥i yIUBIEHHO MOPTHYIL.

"He u3-3a panra? Ho nouemy?"

BceM M3BECTHO: YeM BEHIIIE PAHT OMETH, TeM M3bICKaHHee ero (epoMOHHL. TeM Jierde eMy pa3xkedb
CTPAcCTb B anbde U YCIIOKOUTD GYIIYIONUIYI0 MEHTAIbHYIO CHITy BO BpeMst OTu30CTH. ECTeCTBEHHO,
nmr000¥ yBaxaroimii ce0st ambda 0 6e3yMust Kazxkaas 3alolyYuTh BEICOKOPAHTOBOTO ITaPTHEPA.



Cy Cro#1, Kak OOBIYHBIN 00BIBaTENb, MAJIO YTO 3Ha/I 00 UMIepaTope JIMYHO, HO Jaxe Ty IOHSITHO:
IIpaBUTEJIb UMIIEpUN — BRICIINY anbda. EMy nof cTaTh nuiib paBHEM, Takou Kak Cy XKyii. 3aueM xe
torga Ero BenmuuecTBy cBsi3biBaTh cebs y3aMu C 3aBelOMO HU3KOPAHTOBBIM OMETOM?

Cy Cros1 BAPYT OCEHUIIO.

— 3HaA4uUT... 3T0 GUKTUBHAS IOMOJIBKA? BBl XOTUTE UCIIOIH30BaTh MEHS KaK MUPMY, II0Ka He
BCTPETUTE OMETY 110 Aylie?

WMnepaTop Tuxo, 6apXaTUCTO PACCMESIICS.

Cy Cio¥t BONPOCUTEIHLHO MIPUTIOHST OPOBb.

— BoT, 3Ha4uT, Kakoro Tl 060 MHe MHeHUs? — Ero BenuuecTBO UIyTIMBO CKIIOHWUII 'OJIOBY HAOOK. —
CuuTaelb MeHs NIOAJIELI0M, KOTOPHIU IIOJIb3YETCS YYKUMU YyBCTBAMU?

— 3-9... kxM, — 3akaunsnca Cy Crou.

"f 3TOr0 HE roBOpPUNI", — MBICJIEHHO OIIpPaBHaJiCs OH.

— Yro KacaeTcs Opaka... — NpoTaHys Ly dHb, pa3MuIUisasg. — 37eCh BCE 3aBUCUT UCKITIOYUTEIIHHO
OT TBOETO XejaHusd. Ecu 3a BpeMs TIOMOJIBKY Thl IOMMEIIb, YTO MBI He TIOAXOOUM APYT APYTY, MBI
TUXO0 ¥ MUPHO paccTtaHeMcs. Ho eciu peuuins, YTo COBMECTHAS XKU3Hb CO MHO# Tebe 110 gylile, MBI
OMAEM U OPUIIMANTbHO 3aPETUCTPHUPYEM HaAlll COI03.

OduimaabHO MOKEHUTHCS?

Cy Croii He TOYyBCTBOBaJI TpeneTta. HanpoTus, B ero Aylile 3allleBeIUINCh HOBBIE II0A03PEHUS. 3aueM
BCE 3T0? Ecnu He pagy NPeCcTUKHOI0 CTaTyca BHICIIEr0 OMETH, TO Pagy ero nuna’?

Ho rnyno gymats, 6yaTO IpaBUTEIh OTPOMHOM UMIIEPUH, YEJIOBEK CTOJIb XOJIOTHBIN U
IIPOHUIATEIbHBIN, CIIOCOOEH BCKPYXKUTH cebe royioBy GaHambHOM KpacoToi. [TolTu Ha Takoe panu
CMa3NMBOY BHEITHOCTHY ITapHS, KOTOPOTO BUOUT BIIEPBEIE B XKU3HU? YTO-TO 30€Ch HE CXOLUIIOCE.
KakoBa ero ucTuHHa4 Lieyb?

Cy Croit mpeKpacHO IOHUMAJT: UTPATh B KOUIKU-MBIIIKY C 9TUM YeJIOBEKOM €My He TIOf CHUITY.
PuckoBath cBOMM OyOyIIMM pagy TYMaHHBIX IIEPCIEKTUB OH HE COOMPAICs.

— Baime BenuuecTBo, IpU3HATRCS, €CTh €I1I€ KOe-4T0, 0 YEM 5 yMOJIYall...

— To1 mpo YkxyH U? — uMmepaTop MSTKO IIPepBa ero ¥ OTCTaBUII THay. — HacyéT Hero Moxelb



He 6eCITOKOUTHCS. ¢ perny 3TOT BOMPOC.

Cy Cro¥t BHyTpeHHe comporHycs. [Ioxoxe, 3TOT YeJI0BEK AepaKasl 1o KOHTPOoJieM a0COJTIOTHO BCE.

3aMeTHB MOI4YaHue IOHOIIIH, HMMIIEPATOP CKOJIb3HYJ B3TJIAOOM I10 €0 IIPUKPLEITEIM BE€KaM, d 3aTEM
KeCTOM II0J03BaJl JEeXKYPHUBIIET O HeHOJIaJTéKy FBapJIefILIa.

— Yro Oymelsb 3aKa3bBaTh? — MouHTEpecoBascs oH y Cy Cios.

)%k

Korpa Cy Croit HakKOHEI] BHIIIE] U3 PECTOPaHa, IOIYOEeHHOe COIHIIE YIAPHUIIO EMY B JIUIIO CIIEISIIUM
CBETOM, OTYEr0 I'0jI0Ba CJieTKa moIua KpyroM. OH Moj4a IIEN K BeIX0Ay. [laBelHuii rBapaeet,
IIPOBOKABIIHH €TI0 BHYTPb, IPEOaHHON TeHBIO CJIe0BaJ C3adH.

OCTaHOBUBIIUCH Y MaCCHBHBIX BOPOT PE3UOEHIINH, BOEHHBIY MMOYTUTENHHO ITOKIOHUIICS:

— Bcero mo6poro, rociopus Cy. Beperute ce6si.

— Cnacubo 3a crmyx0y, — Tuxo oro3sajncs Cy Ciou.

3aBuneB Cy Crost, Yxky [TaHb TYT 2Ke BBICKOUMIIA U3 OYIKHA OXPaHHI:

— Croricioii! Hy Kak BC€E mpoIo?

— JlaBa¥i He 3[€eCh, — BIIOJITOJIOCA OCTAHOBUII €€ I0HOIIIA.

OHa GBICTpPO OTJISIAENIACH TI0 CTOPOHAM, HAaTKHYBIIKChH B3TJIINOM Ha BOOPYKEHHBIX COJIIAT OXPaHEI, U
3aKuBaJja:

— Ia-ma, KoHe4YHOo. EgeM moMoii.

MecTo el CTBUTENBHO OBIIO CITUIITKOM OXKHBJIEHHBIM 151 OTKPOBEHHEBIX Gecef. JIMIIL KOTia OHU CEJIH
B ¢ratiep, 3a6UTM KOOPOUHATEL B @BTOIUJIOT U OTJIETENIM Ha MPUIUYHOE PACCTOSHUE OT
IIPaBUTENILCTBEHHOTO KBapTania, YKy [1aHb ¢ TPEBOTOM BriisfeNach B IUI0 IPUEMHOTO CHIHA.

— Ckaxu yecTHO, Ero BenumyecTBo He pa303Muiics, Koraa Thl 0TKa3an? He yrpoxkan Tebe?

Cy Croii BCIOMHUJI HeIaBHUU Pa3roBOp.



— Bogce Het. iMniepaTop Ha yAuUBIIeHNUE PAacCYOUTENEH U CIIOKOeH. Brino ourymenue, 6yaTo s
fecemyo CO CTApUIUM, YMYAPEHHBIM OIBITOM POICTBEHHUKOM.

OTOT 4YeNloBeK He NMPOCTO He PacCepOuiICs Ha ero Aep30CTh — OH MPOUrHopupoBan nonstku Cy Cos
CTONIKHYTH ero nbamu ¢ Yxy ITans. XKanb, oueHs xKanb. HTpUra He ynanach.

Mauexa 061eTYEHHO BHIIOXHYJIA:

— Hy u cnaBa 6ory. — OHa 4yTh IIofanack BIepen. — A 0 4EM BH BOOOIIe TOBOPUIIN?

— Jla HU 0 4éM ocoOeHHOM. f1 cpa3y BBUIOKMUII KapTH Ha CTOJI — CKa3aJjl, YTO HUKaKOM IIOMOJIBKY He
oymer.

Yxy [laHb omermua:

— W Bc€? Ho nouemy THI IpOoOBLI TaM Tak JoNro? BeTpeda moskHa Oblla 3aKOHYUTLCS B ABEHALIATh,
a THI 3afiepaKasics MOYTH Ha COPOK MUHYT! { MclepekuBasiach BCSA B 9TOM NMPUEMHOM. [lymMana, ecinu
elll€é MUHYT ISITh HE BHIMMEID, II0Ie3y Ha POKOH U IOTHUMY LIyM.

— Ero BenuuecTBo mpuriacun MeHs moobemats, — paccessHHo mosicHun Cy Cioii. — Bo BpeMst eibl OH
MOJI4aJl, a IIofl KOHeI] IIOMIPOCKJI eIll€ pa3 BCE XOPOIIeHbKO 06ayMaTh. BOT 1 BCE.

— B TakoMm CilIydade IIePeKUBAThk HE O YeM, — OKOHYATEJIbHO YCIIOKOUJIdCh KEHINWHA. — Bnomnue
OZXKHIOaeMO OT BBICIIIETO aJ'Ib(be ero Macira0a. JIrogu ero MmonoXeHus He IIPUBLIKJIN CJIBIIIATE OTKA3HI,
MM HY2KHO BpeMd, YTOORI YJIIOZKHUTB 3TO B I'OJIOBE. Brekmu POBHO TPH OHA, a IIOTOM OTIIPABb BEIKJTUBHIN
OTBET: MOJI, B3BECHII BCE emé Pa3 1 IIOHAJI, YTO YYBCTBA HE B3aWMHEI.

Ona Ha CEeKYHOY 3aayMalldaChb U IIOHNU3UJIA I'OJIOC:

— KoneuHo, To, 4T0 Ha TeOg 00paTHJl BHUMaHKe caM HMIIEPaTop, IbCTUT HaIlleMy CaMOII00HI0, HO
pa3 yXK THI He... — OHa 3alHYJIach, AeIMKaTHO 00X0sl TeMy ero paura. — B obiem, maBai
IIOMaJIKMBaTh. He HYKHO TpemaThCs 00 3TOM Ha KaxKmoM yriy. [la ¥ K Iy4IIeMy BCE CII0XKHUIOCH.
ViMmepaTopcKasi ceMbst TOJIBKO CO CTOPOHBI KaXKeTCsI BepXoM 0/1arOpOMICTBa, a KOITHYU I'Ty0xke — TaM
CTOJIBKO TPSI3H, UTO ¥ 3a BCIO KU3Hb HE OTMOEIIIbCS.

Cy Croit cpa3y HaBOCTPHUII VIIIH, TIOYYSIB COUHBIE TIOTPOOHOCTH.

— Iloyemy THI Tak roBOpHUILL? YTO TaM CTPSACIIOCH?

HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO B casioHe ¢aiepa oHu Obiu ogHY, YKy [TaHb BOPOBATO OTJITHYIACH U
nepelna Ha 3aTOBOPIIUYECKUY ITIETIOT:



— B BRICIIEM CBETE BOBCIHO Cyga4darT, 4TO0 Yy Ero BenuyecTBa BeckMa... cneun@nquKHe HAKJIOHHOCTH.
I/IBBpaH.IéHHBIG, €CJIX XO4ellb.

Cy Cio¥i ©3yMJIEHHO BCKUHYJI OPOBH.

— Cama ITOHMMaelllh, CBEUKY 5 He epkKasa, — B3[0XHyJla Mauexa. — Kak-To pa3 Ha 3aKpPHITOM
npuéme 0OMOJIBUJIMCH BIUSATEIbHEIE TOCIONA. I'Ty60KO KOomaTh I000SITIMCh, HO HAMEK OBIJT SICEH.
['0BOPSIT, UMEHHO M3-3a 9THX €0 IPUYYM TPUALATHOOHOIETHUN UMIIEPATOP J0 CHUX IIOP TaK U He
003aBéscst oMero#. HUKTO IPOCTO HE BHIIEPKUBAET.

— Bort oHO Kak, — npotanyn Cy Croi.

Bepuysuiucs gomoin, Cy Cioil cpa3y Ke HallpaBUJICA K JIECTHUIIE Ha BTOPOU 3Tax.

— 4 mopgHUMYCH K cebe, MPUIITY OTIOXHYTh.

Yxy [TaHb, cobUpaBIIasics IPUTOTOBUTEL 00€l, TaCKOBO YNILIOHYIach EMY:

— Wpu, koreyHo. Tel ceromgHs 3HaTHO noTpynuics, Cioucion. OTObIXau.

OxaszaBimck B cBoer KomHaTe, Cy Ciol yCcTano OIMyCTUJICS Ha KPOBaTh U OMEPCS CIIMHOU 0 MSATKOE
M3T0JI0Bbe. BHIyIMB U3 KapMaHa KOMMYHMKATOP, OH OTKPBIT CIIMCOK KOHTAKTOB, HAIIEN TOJTBKO YTO
noOaBneHHBIN mTpoduis Ero BenuuecTBa u 663 Maneimux KonebaHui Habpas coo0IIeHue:

"Mauexa TOBOPHUT, V Bac Kakue-T0 0coOble HAKJIOHHOCTU. BpyT unu npaspa?"

OTBeT HpI/IH.IéJ'I JINIIb CIIYyCTSA HECKOJIBKO MUHYT.

HWwmmneparop: "?"

Cy Cwou He COepzxKaJl YXMBINIKY, T'JIAO4 Ha 3TOT JTAaKOHUYHBIN BOHpOCI/ITeHBHBIIZ 3HaK. Ho cToumno eMy
3aHECTH IIaJIbLIbl HaLl BHpTy’dJ’ILHOfI KHaBHaTypOfI, KaK Ha 3KpaHe BCIIJIEIJIO HOBOE€ YBEOMIIEHHUE.

Wwmmnepatop: "He BpyT. ECcTh Takoe."

Cy Croii 3aBuc.

II?II

[Toxoxke, Ero BennuecTBO CHOBA OTBJIEKCS Ha TOCYyOAapCTBEHHbIE fiefla — 00JIbIe COO0IIeHNH He



noctymnasno. Cy Cioi He cTan DoKy4aTh eMy. OH IIPOIIEN B BaHHYIO, HO ITepef] TeM Kak 3aJie3Th II0f
BOMY, MOCTAJ U3 MKapUUKa JeTEeKTOP CIIeXKKH ¥ Ha BCAKUH CIIy4al TIIATeIbHO IIPOCKAHHPOBAI
KOMHATYy.

[Tpubop Mosyas, KakK ¥ B MPOIIILIA pa3. HUKaKuX XKy4KOB I CKPHITHIX KaMep 00HapyKUTh He
yHIaoch.

FOno1a 0651er4€HHO B3MOXHYI U yOpast anmnapar.

[Tocne gyma Cy Croit 3aBanuicsi Ha KpoBaTh U pa3610KupoBas skpaH. Ha mucniee Bucena Lemnas
raykKa IMIPOMYLEHHHIX OT APyroro aboHeHTa.

"Ecnu s caM He Hanuily, Tl 000 MHE U He BCIIOMHUIIb, fa?"

"Tvl BOOOIIIe IIOMHMUIIE, YTO S TBOM XKeHux?!"

"Tloyemy Tl MOTYUIIBL?!"

"4 mnst Tebss BOOOIIIE XOTh YTO-TO 3HAUY? 4 TYT CHOrcIIuOaTeIbHYI0 HOBOCTh IPUHEC, HO pa3 Tebe
IJIeBaTh, S nomesn. Caplmumb? YXoxy!"

"Bcé, meuga Het!"

Cy Croii yCMexXHYJICA.

YuTas 9TOT IMOTOK AETCKOM OOHIE], OH TaK ¥ BUEI, Kak OemoOprichiit YxkyH M MeueTcst U3 yriia B
yTOJ1, 3a7laMbIBasi PyKu OT HeTeprieHus. ['yOs camMu co00M PACIIIBIINCE B YITHIOKE.

Cy Cron: "TonbKo u3 Aylia Been".

Yxyu U: "?"

YxyH U: "[lokaxu".

U B Ty XKe CeKyHOY Ha BeCh 9KpaH BbICBETHUJICS BXOMSIINN BULEOBHI30B.

Cnep ot ykyca Yanub TUHDBH Ha Iee BCE elé OarpoBes Bo Bcel Kpace. Boma OTHOCTBIO CMbLIa
KOHcHJIeP, 00HAXKWB YETKHE KOHTYPH 3y060B. CTouT YKyH M yBUAETh 3TO — M €TI0 TapaHTUPOBAHHO
PA30PBET Ha THICSIYM MEJIKUX OCKOJIKOB OT OeIlleHOM PEeBHOCTH.



Cy Croit mocmeIrHo cOpoCHT BEI30B ¥ HACTy4dall OTBET:

"Mononou ele, a y2Ke TakKue IOIUTEe MBICIIA B TOJIOBE".
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