EnBa Yy Baui OTKpPHIT ABEPS, KaK Iepef HUM IpencTai B3BOJIHOBaHHLIM Y3H [laHto. JIUIo ero tak u
[IePEKOCHUJIO OT CTpaxa.

— Bepna! Crapocra mporman! — 3ankixaBIIMCh, BEIIAIUI OH. — BCI0 MepeBHIO NMEPEPLIIN, HUTE €ro
HeT. Uy Baii, a BAPYT... BAPYT 3Ta TBapb BEPHYJIACh?

Yy Baut HaxMypuIcs.

— TloriméM IOCMOTPHUM.

Korga onu moOpanuck I0 oMa CTApOCTHI, €T0 [IBOP YKe JIOMUJICS OT JItofeit. B Tosme menTanuck.
KTo-TO McIyraHHO 03Upascs, KTO-TO TPEBOXKHO MePerIsabiBajICs, HO OOJIBIIMHCTBO IIPOCTO APOKAIIO
OT MBICJIH, YTO CJiefiyIolllasi Kapa OOPYIIUTCSA Ha HUX CaMUX.

CrapocTe yxe IepeBaIuio 3a MAThaecsaT. Ero ChHIH ¥ [0Yb YeXaju Ha 3apa00TKH B FOPOJ, TaK YTO B
IOMe OH KMJI BTPOEM C KEHOU M IIpecTapesion MaTepbio. Temeps, KOrga X035IUH UC4Ye3, ero Cynpyra u
Opsixiiasi MaTh MecTa ce0e He HaXOOU/IM OT rops.

[Tocre BYepalHero HOYHOT0 KOIIMapa BCs mepeBHs yscHuMa: Yy Bait o6mamaeT UCTUHHOM CUIION, U
OH B CTOKpAaT MOTYILleCTBEHHEE 1a0COB-MOLLIEHHUKOB. CTOUJIO I0HOIIE MTOSIBUTHCS Ha IIOPOTe, Kak
TOJINIa PAaCCTYIUIacCh, yCTAaBUBIIKNCh Ha HETO C HEMOM MOJIb00#, OYOTO XKMana ClIaCUTEIbHOTO
pelieHus.

— Ox, Yy Baii, HaKOHEII-TO Thl ITPHUIIET!

— Yy Baii, rony6uyuk, momoru ctapoi! OH XKe y HaC eMUHCTBEHHBIN KOPMUJIEL, €CIIU C HUM 4TO
CIYYUTCSI — KaK MBI KHUTh-TO Oymem?

Crapyxa, 3aBHU/IeB IOHOIITy, 3aKOBLIJISITIa HABCTPEUY, MEPTBOM XBAaTKOM BIIENIHIACh B €T0 PYKaB U
JKamoOHO 3ampHUyuTaIa.

Yy Bail OKMHYJ TOJIY CIIOKOWHBIM B3TJISIIOM U OCTAHOBUJI €T0 Ha XKEeHe CTapOCTHL.

— 4 yXe roBOpUIl, — POBHO NIPOU3HEC OH, — YTOOBI U3THATH HEUUCTH, HYKHO IOHATH, UTO €€ 3[IeCh
nepxuT. Kakas He3akphITas o0uma.

Iyumm He MOTYT yiiTH, KOTla X [IEePXKUT 3eMHOE: TO, C YeM He CMOTJIM PacCTaThCs, YTO He CyMeJu
IIPOCTHUTD UJIM YET0 TaK U He HOXKAaNnuch. beaymHast mo00Bs, JTI0Tasi HEHABUCTh — JII000€ CUITBHOE
YyBCTBO, IIyCTUB KOPHH B IOCMEPTHUH, IEPEPOKAAETCS B CIIEIYI0, YIPIMYIO Bomo. Co BpeMeHeM 3TO
HaBaX[IeHUE JIUINb KPEIHEeT, II0Ka HECYACTHHIM JyX He MMPEeBPaTUTCS B KPOBOXKAMHYIO, 6€33Ka0CTHYIO
TBapk.



— Ecnu KT0-TO U3 Bac 3HaET, M3-3a Yero MHOTO JIeT Ha3a[l BCIIBIXHYJI TOT I10XKap, TOBOPUTE cerdac.
HauucroTty. MHaue g He 3Ha0, KTO CTaHET CIeyIoIIel JKepTBOM.

Yy Baii yxKe morameiBasics, 4To K ueMy. CoOpaBiiuecs 3[ech JIIOAU IBHO XpaHWIX o0myio TaliHy. He
Oynb OHU 3aMelllaHbl, KICUE3HOBEHKE CTAPOCTHI He TIOBEPTJIO ObI UX B TAKOM AUKUMW, TePBOOBITHLIM
yXkac. OHU TPSICNIKCH He 3a CTapOCTy — OHU IIPUMEPSIIA eT0 y4acTh Ha cels.

Jlromn HCIIYTaHHO IIEePEerIgaabIBalIiCh, BZKMMasA I'OJIOBEIL B IIJIEYH. HuxkTo He petnracsa HapyInuThb
MOJI9YaHHE.

HaxkoHell keHa CTapOCTHI PELIUTENbHO IIarHyJsia BIEPE..

— Jla mpomaau BCE mponamoM! — B cepAllax 3akpryaja OHa, COPBABIIKMCH Ha Inayd. — Kakas Tenepb
passuua?! Ecnu MBI IPOMOTYUM, MOETr0 MyXKa pa30pByT Ha dyacTu! Wy BBl XOTUTE IIPOCTO CTOATH U
CMOTPETH, KaK OH IoAbIXaeT?!

Bospas3uts Ob1710 Heuero. JII0[CKOii POIIOT 3aTUX, U IOJl THETOM HendbexkHOCTH mepen Uy Baem
Havalla pa3BOpPayMBaThCSI MpayHasi XPOHUKA MPECTYIIEHUS, TTIOXOPOHEHHOTO B 9TUX Kpasx 60IbIie
OBAfAIATH JIET Ha3af,.

B Te BpeMeHa fiepeBHs BHITJISIIeNIa COBCEM 3aXyHaiol — OT CUJIHI IIOJICOTHY ABOPOB. FOTHIack OHA Y
IIOTHOXKHU S TOp, BO3JIe YUCTOM peuylKu. 2KUTenu Cceaunuch CKPOMHO, BO3[IEJIbIBAIA CKYIHYIO0 3eMIIIO,
JKUJTH TIJIOHaMU CBOUX TPYHOB M, HEB3Upasi Ha OeIHOCTS, TaguIu APYT ¢ Apyrom. [[o Tex mop, IoKa B
OIUH MPOKJISTHINA JeHb BCE HE MOKATUIIOCH K YePTSIM.

Bcé Haudamock ¢ TOro, 4TO OAMH M3 KPEeCThIH OTKOIAJl Ha CBOEM Hafiesne Kycok Hedpura. [la
HETIPOCTOT0 — 3HAI0IIKe JII0OU TOBOPHIIM, YTO 3a 3Ty 6e3[eyIIKy MOXKHO BEIPYYUTh 0aCHOCTIOBHEIE
neHbru. C4aCTIMBYMKOM OKAa3aJICS CTAPIIUM ChIH U3 ceMbu Ban — Ban Munro. CeMbst ux Oblna
OTPOMHOM, CEMEPO PTOB, U €[Ba CBOJMIIA KOHIIE C KOHI[AMHU.

Ka6rr Ban MuHTO yTausl HaXoOgKy fa COBLI €€ IMO-TUXOMY B TOpPofe, Hec4acThs yanoch Obl 1306eKaTh.
Ho Ha Geny HedpuTOBYIO IIBI0Y B €T0 PyKax 3aMeTUJI CITydalHbIM TPoxoxuii. K Beuepy BecThb
pasneTrenach CO CKOPOCTHIO JIECHOTO MoxKapa. [lepeBHs T'yaena: IIyTKa JIu, HUlllie BaHbl OTKOMaIu
HaCTOsIIIee COKpoBuIe!

Cnyxu MHOXKWJIMCH ¥ POCJIM KaK CHEXKHBINM KOM. BcKope Kax[blii Kiisics, OyOTO CBOUMMU Tlla3aMu
BU[EJI 9TOT KaMeHb: MOJI, pa3MepPOM OH C YeJI0BEUECKYIO TOJIOBY, CUIeT YUCTEUIINM CBETOM U CTOUT
CTOJIBKO, YTO MOXKHO KYIIUTh BECh ye3.. [ MOTyTroI0OHBIX KPECThsIH, OTPOASACH HE JepPKaBIINX B
PyKax HUYETro JOPozKe MeTHOM MOHETHI, CaMo CJI0BO «OOraTCTBO» Ka3ajloCh CKa3Kou. M ckaska 3Ta,
00EpHYBIIUCH UYKOHU yaauel, YEPHOU 3aBUCTHIO YKOJIONA Kaxkaoe Cepalle.

HOHa‘-IaJ'Iy JIIOOU IIPOCTO 3aBUCTJIMBO B3OBIXAJIW, HO OJEHDB OTO JHA INEIIOTKH CTAaHOBUJIKCH BCE 3JIee.



«C 4ero 3To BaHaM BCE mocTaHETCS? 3eMIsi-TO IePeBEeHCKasl, 3HAYUT, U KaMeHb 00Iui!»

«Takoe moOpo menuTh HaJgo Ha BCEX, IO CIIPAaBEOIUNBOCTH!»

«W b, 3arpedymue pyku! EQVUHONMYHUKY TPOKIIATHE, OTAaBaTh Hafgo!»

[Tepecynsl KpecThbsiH OLICTPO MTEPEPOCIIH B TBEPAYIO, OCIIEIISIONIYI0 YBEPEHHOCTh: HEQPUT
IPUHAMJIEXKUT O0IMHE. BEIpyueHHBIe 3a HETO IeHbI'M HeOOX0AMMO pa3fe/iuTh IIOPOBHY MeXKAY BCeMU
nBopamu. TOJIBKO TaK, 110 UX MHEHHIO, BEITJISIIeIIa BEICIIAS CIIPABEIIMBOCTD.

Banbl, pasyMmeeTcs, u cayinaTh 06 3ToM He xoTenu. C KaKo# CTaTh OTHABaTh TO, YTO CTAPIIHUHI CHIH
Halén coOCTBEHHBIMHM PYKaMU Ha UX TUYHOM KJI04YKe 3eMn? HUUbUX TpaHUI] OHU He HapyIlalu,
yyKoro He 6panu. JI1000i Ha UX MecTe BCTal Obl HAaCMepPTh 3a CBOI0 3aKOHHYIO OOHIYY.

Cembs Ban npossibana B HuileTe. CeMepo 4eIoBeK 3a CTOJIOM, a B KOTEJIKe — IIycTas ImoxjaeoKa. IToT
KaMeHb ObLI UX €QUHCTBEHHBIM IIIaHCOM BHIPBAThCS U3 OECIIPOCBETHOM HYXKMH, yeXaTh B TOPOJ U
3aXXUTh HaKOHeI] I10-4eJI0BeYeCKH, 1103a0kIB 0 BEUHOM T0JIofie. A eClU OJeIUTh NeHbId Ha
IATBOECAT CeMeI;I, MM CaMHUM OCTAaHYTCs KaJIKUE KPOXH. HeT, OTHaBaTh COKPOBHUIIIE OHU HE
coOMpanuch HU OT KaKUM BULOM.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB pa3rHeBaHHAas TOJIIIa IIPUIIJIA 3@ CYOOM K cTapocTe. TOT OBITT MOJIO — efiBa
pa3MeHsI YeTBEPTHIN AECITOK — U Iepel CTOJIb BeIMKUM CO0/Ia3HOM YCTOSAThH HE CMOT. Benib ecnu
pas3menuTh 60TaTCTBO, TO ¥ €r0 CEMbS TOMYYHUT o0, KTo Ke B 3IpaBoM yMe OTKaXKeTCs OT
HeXIAHHBIX JeHerT, IIBIBYIIUX TPSIMO B PYKH?

[TopcTpeKaeMblit KagHOM TOJIION, CTAPOCTA MOBEJ KPECThsIH K oMy BaHos. CBopa o6cTynumia
XJIATIKYI0 U3TOPOAb, KOTOPas TYT XKe 3aTpelllajia ¥ PyXHyJia 0 HallopOM COTeH Tell.

Xo3seBa 3aCTHUIM Ha 1opore, Io0eseB OT 37I0CTH U CTpaxa. BaH MUHTO IIarHy/ BIEPEN, 3aCIIOHSS
co00¥ UCITyTaHHYIO POMHIO, ¥ B YIIOP CIPOCUJI CTAPOCTY, YTO O3HAYaeT 3TOT Halber.

Pa3Be mornu oHu TpeboBaTh uyxkoe? ITo coBeCTH — HET, 3TO OBbIT YUCTOM BOAH rpabéx. Ho korga
COTHSI TJIOTOK KPUYMT 00 OOHOM ¥ TOM XKe, laXKe caMoe I'HyCHoe 6e33aKOHKMe HauMHaeT Ka3aThCs
IIPABEIM [IEJIOM.

CrapocTa 3aroBOpUII BKPag4yKBO, IPUKPHIBASICH 3a00TOM 0 OIUKHUX:

— MuHTrO0, MBI Be[Ib OfTHA CEMbS B 9TOM I'TyIIu. Komu TepreTs HYXKOy — TaK BCeM BMECTe, a KoK
foraTeTh — Tak Toxke coobmia. [Ja ¥ 3eMJIsi, Ha KOTOPOM TH 3TOT KaMeHb HAIIEJI, KOJIX03Has. 3HA4HUT,
M BCE, UTO B HEel COKPHITO, IPUHALIeXUT 00mmrHe. Heroxe tebe ogHOMY BCE pubUpaTh K pyKaMm, He
II0-JIIOJICKH 9TO.

Ban MuHro ax 3aTpsicCs OT BO3MYILIEHUS:



— Ila pu yéMm TyT BamIa obmmHa?! KamMeHb U3BNIEK U3 3eMIH 51! Mol IOT IPOIUCS Ha 3TOM nairHe!
A pa3 g ero HaIlen — 3HAYUT, OH MOH, ¥ HU OOHOU KPOXU 5 BaM He oTHaMm!

W3 Tonmns TYT K€ IIOCHITIaJINCh YT'PO3HI:

— CnpIxanu, 4To cTapocTta roBoput? [obpo oburee!

— Xaps He TPeCHET B ONMHOYKY TaKoe O0raTCTBO XKpaTh?!

— Konu ynpsimuthcs Oymelnb, MbI B ye3[ 3asiBUM, B rmonuimio! Ilyckai rocygapcTBo 3abupaeT, pa3
menuThed He xoueins! Hu cebe vy mogam!

Otu cnoBa 60NbHO yoapunu o Muuro. Ox mobneguesn. Ecnu KpecThsiHe IeHCTBUTEIBHO JOHECYT
BJIACTSIM, 3aKOHHUKK OTHHUMYT KaMeHb, 1 CEMbSI OCTAHETCS Y Pa30UTOr0 KOPHITA.

CrapocrTa, 1o4ysB ero ci1abocTs, TYT XKe 3ar0BOPUII MATYe:

— M=l Beib Bpea BaM He kejaeM. OCTaBUM BCE MeXYy CBOMMHU, TUXO0, 6€3 JTUITHETO IIyMa.
[TpogaguM KaMeHb, pa3fgesuM OeHbI'd, OTCTPOUM JepeBHI0. Pa3Be Tebe caMOMy He X04YeTCst XKUTh B
IOCTaTKe?

[TompmaBIIMCh JABIEHUIO — a BEPHEE, OTKPOBEHHOMY BEHIMOTATENLCTBY, — BaH MUHTO CKpeIs ceppale
cmancs. OH moo06erman pa3genuTh JOOEYY CO BCeMH, HO IIOCTaBUI TBEPHOE YCIIOBHE: ITOKA
MIOKYyIlaTeNlb He HaUOETCs, He(PUT OCTaHETCS B €T0 [OME.

KpecThsiHe 3aCTaBUK €T0 MPSMO TaM, ITepef] BCEMHU, MOAMUCATh HAClleX COCTaBIeHHYI0 Gymary.
[TocTaBuB CBOIO MOAMKUCH IIOM HOTOBOpoM, Ban MuHro o6pék cebs Ha morubens.

IIoBoNIbHAS TOJIIA pPa30LIIach 1Mo foMaM. Kaxk[blii y2Ke MBICJIEHHO ITepecyYUThIBaJI CBOIO [IOTI0 U
CTPOUJI pafiyKHble IJIaHb Ha OyAyIee, MpeaBKyIIas CHITYIO XKU3Hb.

OpmHako cmaTh B TY HOUb BaHbl He Moriu. [IoHUMast, YTO XXKUThSI UM 37lech 60Jbie He OymeT, OHU
Hacmex coOpanay HeXUTPHIM CKapb u pertuan 0ekaTh MOJ] TIOKPOBOM TEMHOTHI, YTOOK COXPAHUTh
COKPOBHIIIE.

Ho MuHT0 HeoOLeHUIT KPEeCThIHCKYI0 alTYHOCTh. BOKPYT €ro foMa yXkKe OeXypuiii JO30PHEIE.
Croumno nepBoMy CUJIY3Ty CKOJIB3HYTh 3@ IIOPOT, KaK BECTh II0JIeTesla 10 CIALIUM IBOpaM.

[Tocpenu HOYU mepeBHS NPOCHyNIack. O0e3yMeBlIe 0T SPOCTH JIIOAY Iperpafunyu 6ernenaM nyTh Ha
caMoii OKpauHe.



Bymara ¢ mopnuchio 0OKa3asnach JIUIIhL YIOBKOM, IMMPMOM, 3@ KOTOPOX BaHbI IBITANUCh CKPHITH CBOU
nober. O6MaHyThIe KPeCThbsSIHE B3peBeNH OT SIPOCTH, TPeOys paclipaBhl HAafl BOPAMH.

KT0-TO U3 TONNEI OPOCUTICS BIIEPEN, IIBITAsCh BHIPBATh U3 PYK MUHTO IJIOTHEIN CBEPTOK C HE(DPUTOM.
9To cTano UCKpPOi B TOPOX0BOM O04YKe. 3aBsizanach Iiiyxas, OecromafHas Apaka. B KpomelHou
TbMe, TI0f] KPUKU U PyraHb, JIIOOW pa3MaXxvBal KyJlaKaMy U MTaJIKaMu.

HukTO Tak u He MOHAN, KakK 3TO CIy4YUIOCh. Pa3garsncs riyxou, CTpallHbed yaap. [IaTuneTHun
chIHUINKA Ban MuHTO, yTaBIINiCS IIOA HOTaMHU B3POCIIBIX, yIajl Ha 3€MJII0 C IIPOJIOMJIEHHOU
roJioBoii. KTo-To B TEMHOTE ONyCTUJI Ha PeOEHKA TSIKEBIM MOIOTOK.

B HOYHOM Xaoce pas3risafgeTh yOuuily ObIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

[Tponunack KpoBb. YOUNCTBO 0€33alIUTHOTO AUTS HAMyTano GYHTOBIIUKOB, HO MPU3HATHCS B
COIEesIHHOM He IIOCMeJl HUKTO.

CMepTh eIUHCTBEHHOT'0 HacJegHUKA IpeBpaTriia Ban MuHro B iukoro 3Beps. O6e3yMeB OT Tops, OH
BBIXBATHJI OKPOBABJIEHHBEIM MOJIOTOK U3 PYK 3aCTHIBIIETO YOUMIIE ¥ C SPOCTHHIM PEBOM GpOCHUIICS Ha
TOJINTy, KpyIlla BCE Ha CBOEM IIyTH.

OTOT MaIb4YMK OB CMBICIIOM XKU3HU [IJIS BCEH CEMbH, MX COKPOBHUIINEM, KOTOPOe OHM obeperanu mylie
rna3a. M Teneps ero He crano. BaHs moTepsniu paccymok. OHM PUHYIIUCH Ha KPECThSIH, TOTOBHIE
yMepeTh, HO 3a0paTh 06UIUMKOB ¢ c0O0¥ Ha TOT cBeT. OTel] ceMeCTBa BRIXBATUII U3 Y3/1a KyXOHHBIN
Tecak U NpuHscS 6e3 pa3bopy m010coBaTh HamafaBIIuX. HECKOIbKO YeI0BEeK C KpUKaMu
TIOBaJIMJIMCh HA 3€MJII0, 3a/IMBast TPaBy KPOBBIO.

Opyxue, UCIUBIIEe KPOBU, yKe He 0CTaHOBUTh. Y mycKali B pykax MUHT0 OBLI BCETO JIUIIb
KYXOHHBIM HOXK, PaHEl OH HAHOCHUJ CMEPTEJIHHEIE.

U TyT B HOYHOU TUILIVWHE pa37ajiCs XPUILJIbIY, TaHUYECKUM BEIKPUK:

— Henb3s BrIycKaTh UxX oTcioma! ECu XOTh OIUH yileneeT U 0oOEePETCS M0 BIACTEM — HAM BCEM
KPHIIIIKa, CTHUEM Ha KaTopre!

STOT roJIoC OTPE3BUJI TOJITY, BCEJIUB B Cepfilla KPEeCThsH IUMKUM, JTefleHAmn yxKac. CTpax
pa3001aueHus 0Ka3ascs CuinbHee coBecTu. OMHUM TPYIIOM OOJIbINE, OMHUM MEHbIIE — KaKas TeIeph
pasHwuIia? Pas mponunack KPOBb MITafieHIla, ITAAUTh OCTAIbHBEIX He MMEJIO CMBICTIA.

CTpax yCTynus MecTo 3BePUHOM KeCTOKOCTHU. ToJna OKpyxKujia 00ped€HHYI0 CEMBIO TIOTHEIM
KOJIbIIOM. HUKTO He MOMHMII, KTO HAHEC IIEPBHIY yOap, CKOJIBKO PYK CKUMAIU NyOUHbL U CEPIIHL.
OcrnennméHHble XKaXa0¥ HaXKUBLL U Y2KaCOM Tepe[l PaciaTol, KpeCcThbsHe IPUHSIUCL 3a0uBaTh BaHOB
KaK CKOT.



Mpak HOYY HafEKHO YKPBUT YyJOBUIIHOE 3JI0ESHUE OT TOCTOPOHHUX T'J1a3. 3eMJIs KagHO BIIUTala
KPOBB, a ycagh0y BaHOB IMOMOKTIM CO BCEX YETHIPEX YII0B. OrPOMHEIN KOCTED MOTJIOTUI ¥ IOM, U
TeJla CeMepPhIX 3aMy4Y€eHHBIX Iyl 00paTuB BCE B menen U npax. K yTpy ot ceMbu BaH He ocTanocs u
cnepa.

Ho 2T0 XyTKOe mIaMs HaBCerja BBIKTJIO KJIeHMO Ha AyIrax yOuiil. Ta HOYb CcTajla BeUHBIM
KOIIIMapOM M 3allpeTHOU TeMo [y Bcel mepeBHU. CeMb HEBUHHBIX KHU3HEHN Cropeu J0T/Ia pagu
IPOKJIATOr0 KaMHs. [loucTtune, 6e3mM0HHA ¥ TeEMHa INTy0KWHA 4eJI0BeYEeCKOro Cepala...
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