acu Cu moBanuiach Ha moi. JIro dHb mocnemmnna K Heil ¥ ToMorjia mogHaThcs. [lacu Cu, CMyIIeHHO
OTYCTHB I'OJIOBY, HEPEILIUTEJIHHO MOMOIIIa K UMIIEPAaTOPy U, MOYEeChiBasi 3aTHIIIOK, HEJIOBKO
npobopMoTana:

— barmomxka...

YBupmeB nouyb, UMIIEpaTpHUlia TYT Ke BCTaa, noTsHyna Jacu Cu K cebe U CTPOTO OTUMUTANIa:
— Yro 3a rioynoctu! Pa3Be 3T0 MecTo [y Te0s1? ThI Melllaellb TOCyIapCTBEHHBIM [ejlaM OTIa.

Hacu Cu MOKOPHO ONIYCTHIIAa TOJIOBY, CIyIasi HAaCTaBJIEHUSI MaTepu. Bums, Kak OCTaeTCsl Jo4epH,
UMIIEPATOP 3aMaxall PyKaMu:

— Jlagnao, magHo. Cucu, 3a4eM THI OPHUIIIa Cloga?

— §1 xmana B cafly, HO OaTIOIIKA ¥ MaTYIKa BCE HE BO3BPAIIAJIUCH, BOT I ¥ PEIKiIa BaC MOUCKATh, —
Hacu Cu IpuHsIIa TePONYECKHUH BUI, CJIOBHO TOTOBSICh K Ka3HU. — $1 TOJIBKO OIPABUIACH OT TSIKEJIOH
60y1e3HU ¥ 0YEeHb X0Tea MOOEITh C BaMu. BaTiomKa, MaTyIlKa, eCJH s IIOMeIana 00CyKIeHHI0 [ell,
TI0KAIyHCTa, HAaKaXXKUTe MEHS.

'napa Ha TaKylo KapTHHY, UMIIepaTOp BMUT pacTasi.
— Ox THI, MacTepulla 3aropapuBath 3yOrl. CTymnail K MaTepH, IOJ0KAY, TI0Ka 5 3aKOHYY, ¥ MBI BMECTE

TIOyKUHAEM.

Hacu Cu mpocwusinia, CJIOBHO PaCIyCTUBIIUICS IIBETOK, U IOCIYIIHO BCTajla PSIAOM C UMIIEpaTpUliel.
Ona paccrnabunach ¥ IOJHSIIA I'JIa3a Ha CTOSIBIIETO Mepel HUMHU YyejoBeka. [1pu Onuxauinem
PacCMOTPEeHHUH OH II0KA3aJICs ey ellle KpacuBee — Haxe JTydllle, YeM Te IOHOIIM U3 3HATHHIX CEMEH,
KOTOPBIX OHA BUIEJIa PAHBIIIE. ..

[Ty Wsim 3ameTu 9TOT B3TJ4A. ETo yepHEIle ria3a, 1ogoOHbe BOOOBOPOTY, OBUIM yCTPEMIIEHH Ha
Hacu Cu, 1 HUKTO He 3HaJ, 0 4eM OH ayMai. [Toxoxe, ClIyxu 0 TOM, 4TO UMIepaTop balos gymm He
YaeT B CBOEU MaJIeHbKOU NpUHIlecce, OBIIM IpaBaoi.

AtMocdepa B TPOHHOM 3ajie, HapylleHHas MOsBJIeHHeM IIPUHIIECCH], CTajla MEHee HalpsiKeHHOMU.
HWmIiepaTop IpuUCTalIbHO MOCMOTPEN Ha Baub V:

— locnioguH BaHb, moueMy BBl TaK HacTaWBaeTe, YTOOHI S IOUIAIUTI €T0?

Bousn YV otBetum:

— Bamre BenuuecTBo, He CTaHY CKPHIBATh: 3TOT YEJIOBEK CITAac MHE XKU3Hb Ha moje 6os. 1 B monry
nepeq HUM, IO3TOMY U Ipoury 00 3TON MUIOCTH. ByeT JOCTaTOYHO, €C/IU BH IPOCTO COXPAHUTE EMY
JKU3Hb.

MMmepaTop Ha MIHOBEHHUE 3alyMaliCs, a 3aTeM IIPOU3HEC:



— Bynyuu BparomM, BoeHadanbHUK CeBepHOU L1 cMOT OTOPOCUTH IPeApPacCyaKy U CIIacTH KU3Hb
reHepany Baub V. Ecnu s Ka3HIO €r0, 3TO BEICTAaBUT MEHS XKECTOKUM IIpaBuTesieM. X0pOLIo, 51
coxpaHio Tebe xku3Hb. CTaHelIb PSIAOBEIM OXPaHHUKOM BO Bopie. Coryacen?

Ycnwimas 310, reHepat BaHe YV NOOHAT PYKU U BOCKIIMKHYIL:

— Brnarogapio 3a BeIUKYI0 MUAJIOCTL! — 3aTeM OH moBepHYJICS K 1y UsgHy ¥ B3BOJTHOBAHHO H00aBHUII:
— l'enepan CesepHoii Llu, ckopee nobnarogapu Ero BenndecTro!

[Iy siH MenieHHO IOOHAJI PYKU — TsXKeJlble ey Ha 3alsCThIX 0TO3BaJIUCh 3BOHOM — U CJIOXKUJI UX
B [IDUBETCTBEHHOM XECTeE.

— Kak TBoe uMsi? He Mory ke s BeUHO Ha3bIBaTh Tebs BoeHauanbHUKOM CeBepHOM Llu. Pas yxX Th
Oynmelib OXpaHHUKOM, Y TeOs MOKHO OBITH UMS.

[Iy U2 Ha MrHOBEHUE 3aMellKacs, a 3aTeM TUXO0 IIPOU3HEC:

— bout dH.

YcnpiaB 3T0 UM, UMIIepaTop efBa 3aMeTHO B3Iporyyi. OH XKeCTOM IIpuKa3ajl CTpaxke CHATD
KaHpanel. [y MsH mouyBCcTBOBaJI, KaK TSAXECTh CIlajla C ero Iey.

Hacu Cu, cTosBIIas PAAOM C UMIIepaTpuliel, BOPYr 'POMKO BOCKJIUKHYIIA:

— Bariomka, st xouy 3abpath ero cebe! [TycTh CITyKUT B MOEM [ABOpIIE!

MMrepaTop pe3Ko 0TKas3all:

— OnsaTh TH 3a CBOE.

[acu Cu 3aBOJIHOBaIaCh:

— Bokpyr MeHs ofmHM NUIIE ciabble ciyKaHKu. Eciu oH O6yieT B MOoeM [ABOPIlE, TO CMOXKET HayUUTh
MeHS IIpreMaM caM000OpOHEL. Y 3amuTuT, 1 00y4UT — pa3Be 3TO He IPEKPacHo?

HMmnepaTop cTarn elle cephe3Hee:

— TrI XO0TH TIOHUMaEIb, KTO OH TakKou? Thl — caMas gparoleHHas npuHiiecca bauis. A ecnu oH
npuunHUT TeOe Bpen? Kak HaM ¢ MaTephio IIOTOM KHUTh?

[Macu Cu moHsIa, YTO OTeIl He YCTyIaeT, U IPUHSIJIach 1akaTh U KalpU3HUYaTh:

— Bariommka... Hy 0aTiolIKa, T0XkKaJyicTa, pa3peiu MHe!

OHa mycTuIa B XO[ BCe CBOe o0asiHle, ¥ UMIIepaTop, He BeiepKaB, caajcs. Hacu Cu Oblia Ha
cegbMoM HeOe oT cyacThsi. OOHAKO TYT K€ UMIIEPATOp IMOA03Bal CIYTY U YTO-TO IIPOIIEINTal eMy Ha



yx0. Bckope ToT mpuHec ManeHbKUM GroeToBwl (GrakoH. MmepaTop nmpukasan gaTh cCHamoobe Iy
Wsany. Korga TabneTKy IOJHECTH K €T0 JIUITY, OH Ha CeKYHY 3aMep, HO 3aTeM PeITUTEeTbHO
IIPOTJIOTHUII €€.

YBuUpEB 9T0, UMIIEPATOP, Ka3a0Ch, 00IeTYeHHO B3MOXHYII:

— Cucu, MoxeIrb 3a0HUpaTh ero.

Hacu Cu OblTa CYACT/INBA, KaK pe0EHOK, MOMyYUBIIAYA KOH(ETY. I[IOKIOHUBUIUCH OTITY, OHA PAgOCTHO

nopOexkana K [Ty UsHy u BOPYT CXBaTHJIA ero 3a 0OJbIIYIo TagoHb. Iy MsiH B3OPOTHYI, €ro B3TJIs/
OPOTHYJI, ¥ OH C HelOBepHEeM IIOCMOTPETT Ha UX COefMHEHHBIE PYKU.

— bpar bau AdH! — 3BOHKO M03Baa OHa.

[Ty YsiH cMOTpen Ha eé HeBUHHOe, CUSIOIIee JIUI0, ¥ B €0 CepAlle BOPYT IIeBeNbHYI0Ch YYBCTBO,
KOTOPOTO OH HUKOTITIa IpexXk/e He 3Hal.
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