YernoBek, mepexkuB OMacHOCTb ¥ HEMHOTO PacciabuBIINCh, IETKO MOXKET HayaTh HaKPy4UBaTh cebs B
rHetyel atMocdepe. Kak Tonbko Li3un LigHb mpuiten B ce0s, OH TYT XKe HAaTKHYJICS HAa MYyTHBINA
B3TJISAM CTapocCThL. LI3u Xyai cierka mpunopHsa 6poBb, ¥ CTAPOCTa, YbU I'yOHI 10 3TOT0 ObLIX
PACTSHYTHL B 37TOBEIEN YXMBIJIKE, BHE3AITHO 3aCThIJI, OIYTUB HEOObSICHUMBIN XOJIOf,.

— Tot BooOIIIE YeT0BEK UIH Ipu3pak? YTo MPOUCXOOUT B 9TOM mepeBHe? — [I3uH LI9HL HAXMYPHUIICS,
€ro ToJI0C 3By4asl HeIOBOJILHO.

CrapocTa, KOTOPHIi 70 9TOT0 OypaBul ero B3TJISA0M, CJIOBHO XKaK/asl IAIIUTE XKU3HU, BHE3AITHO
II0YYBCTBOBaJI ONTACHOCTh U IPUTUX, HO Tpomosdai. Jlumo LI3un L34 cTano eme Mmpaynee. OgHAKO
I3u Xysi Ipor3HeC:

— CKaxu eMy: eClld He 3aTOBOPUT, TO Tl OTBe[elllb ero K cebe BO IBOP U 3aCTaBUIIb COOCTBEHHBIMU
pPyKaMu COpBaTh KPaCHY TKaHb CO CTAaTyu 60XKeCTBa.

OTtBectu ero tyga? LI3un L[9Hb Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMeIIKaJICs, HO BCe XKe mnepefain ciosa L[3u Xyasa. U
IEeNCTBUTEIHLHO, CTOMJIO CTAPOCTE YCIIBIIIATh, YTO €r0 COOMPAIOTCS CUIIKOM TAIUTh BO OBOP, KaK €ro
JIUII0 TToMpaydHeso. Ha 3ToM CcMyTioM, U3PEITOM MOPIIKHAMU JIulle 00JIbIle He OBII0 IPekHero
PaBHOOYIINA.

— Her! Tyna Henb3s! Xouelrs ymepeTh — He TIHU MeHs 3a co60ii! Henb3s OTKpHIBaTh KPACHYIO
TKaHb!

I3un LloHb HE 0KKUOa, YTO OJHA KOPOTKas (1)pa3a BBISOBET CTOJIBKO I/IH(l)OpMaLII/II/I, 1 OBIT IIOpPazKeHx.

— YT0 THI UMeellb B BUAY?

CrapocTa CHOBa XOJIOMHO XMBIKHYJI ¥ IJIOTHO cxKaJt Ty0rl. L[3u Xyai momHssics u moxionan L3un
sn4 mmo mnevdy. OT 9TOro NPUKOCHOBEHUS 110 TeNly pa3nuicsd xojof, ¥ L[3uH LI3Hb TyT Ke BCKOYuI,
PBIBKOM TIOJHSIJI CTAPOCTY C TT0j1a U cobpasicsl JedCTBUTENbHO TAIIUTh ero Mof A0k aeM K cebe Bo
OBOP.

— Cenuac Te, KTO IIPOBOOMII OGBICK, TOJI2KHEBI OBLITH YfITI/I, TaK 4YTO MEI KdK Pa3 HE CTOJIKHEMCS C
HHUMHU.

Crouno OTKpHITH OBEPb, KaK B JIUI0 YIapPHI INBEHDb, 3aCTaBUB CTAPOCTY CTUCHYTH 3yOnl. X0oTs LI3uH
LI3Hb ¥ IBITAICA UTPATh POJIb IIepef CTapOCTOM, B OyIIyIomlel CTUXHUU er0 caMoro He pagoBall.
[Tonb3ysch TeM, UTO CTAPOCTa He BUAUT, OH pa3gpaXKeHHO IIPOIIeNTal OTHUMU I'y0aMu B TEMHOTY:

— Mt ipaBaa ugem?

TenedoH pa3psapuics, ¥ OH He 3HaJI, Kak 00IATLCS C IPU3PAKOM 3a CIIMHOM, T03TOMY MOT JIMIIb
NBITAaThCA Tak. L3y Xyau yCMexHyICsS:



— IMTomnu.

OH mepBBIM IIATHYI 3a opor. He ycreimas oTBeTa, LI3uH LI3Hb CTUCHYT 3yOHl ¥ ITOC/IE0BAT 3a HUM.
Bupst, 9TO TOT HAaCTPOEH Cepbe3HO, CTapOCTa HAaKOHEI] CAAJICS.

— CToiiTe! — ero XpUIIbIi rOI0C YTOHYI B LITyMe JIUBHS.

LI3un LI3Hb yKe MMOYTH MOTEPS HaoeXkay, He 0XKuaasi, YTO 9TOT YeJIOBEK BCe-TaKy 3aroBOPHUT. LI3u
Xyast 9TO He YOUBUIIO: €Ci ObI CTAapPOCTa He JOPOXKUII CBOEH KU3HBIO, OH ObI HEe OXKUIT 10
ceropusuHero gHsI. OH OCTAaHOBUIICS U, IPUIIOAHSB OPOBL, MocMoTpen Ha 113un L9H.

— Yero crouts? Bo3Bpaiaiics, — Mpo3Bydal B IIyOuHEe CO3HAHUS XOJIOOHBIN T'OJIOC.

LI3un LIaHb HUKOTIA eIlle He CIIbIIAJ 3ByKa IpusTHee 3Toro. OH ¢ 061erYyeHrneM BhIIOXHYIT U ITOBEJT
cTapocTy obpaTHO. YBuOeB pemuMocThb L[3uH LI3Hs, cTapocTa cTajl Kyda CrOBOpYMBee U, KaK TOJIbKO
IBEPD 3aKPHIJIACh, 3aTOBOPHI CaM:

— BuI u camu Bce Bupenu. B 9To# mepeBHe eCTh KOe-KaKue MpoOIeMbl.

TonbpKo Koe-Kakue npobneMbr? 113u Xyait HEBOIbHO OpOoCHUI Ha Hero B3rysam. 2Kutemnu 6e3 HOr,
CTpaHHas crarys, Tpebyoulas IOOHOIIeH!H B Bifie 071arOBOHUM [JIs1 MUTAHUS AYII, ¥ CaM CTapoCTa,
CIIOCOOHBIY BUMIETh B TEMHOTE... Ha3bIBaTh 9TO IPOCTO IMpobaeMaMu ObII0 OBl SBHEIM
IIPEYMEHbIIEHUEM.

HemoHsTHO MoYeMy, HO B loMe BOPYT CTayio X0IomaHo. CTapocTa pelinsi, YTO 3TO 3Be3/ia Tak Ha HEero
CMOTPHT, ¥ 3aMSIJICS:

— JTa mepeBHS He Bcerja Oblyla TaKO#, HAC BHIHYAWIK. ECITM He IPUHOCUTH XKEPTBHI, BCE MBI
noru6HeM. To 603KecTBO Hac He OTIYCTUT. [IocMOTpUTE Ha MOU I'Ta3a — 3TO HaKa3aHUe 3a MOMBITKY
IIOMTH IIPOTUB HETO.

— I1¢, HouHOE 3peHue y Te0s CIUIIKOM XOpollee [ HaKa3aHus, — He yIepxkKaJics 0T KOJIKOCTH
I3uH L1oHE.

13u Xysu Haxmypuics. B otnuyue ot L3uH L[5HS, KOTOPHEIA CMOTPEJ JIUIIL Ha IIOBEPXHOCTD, OH
[laBHO IIPUMETHUII I'JIa3a CTapOCTHL. JTHU IJ1a3a... OHU He NIPUHAMJIeXanu eMy. BepHee, ero
coOCTBeHHBbIE I'JIa3a UCUe3/Id HEM3BECTHO KOTHa, a Te, UTO ceiyac ObUIM Ha JIulle, IPUHALIekKau
KOMY-TO Apyromy. KTo-T0 BEIpe3all rja3a CTapOCThl U BCTaBUJI €My HOBEIE.

Bropouew... 113u Xyau1 B3rnsauys Ha Li3un 1I9H4 1, pelivB IPOsIBUTH PEIKOE BEJIUKOAYIINE K IJIaBHOMY
repolo, He CTaJl TOBOPUTH eMy IIpaBay. Y KaXaoro B 3TOU AepeBHE HaXOoulach Kakasf-To aHoMaslbHas
yacTh Tena. LI3u Xyaii Teneps Momo3peBa, 4YTo U HOTY TOro Oe3HOT0T0 XKUTEJIS Mof I'PyOsIMu
ITaHVMHAMU ObIJIA 3aMeHEHEl Ha YTO-TO MHOE.



CTaPOCTa, He MEHASACH B JINIIe, IIPOAOJIZKHUII:

— MBI BEIKOIIQ/IM CTATYIO U3-II07 3eMJIH TISITh JIeT Ha3aj. CHavasa MogyMally, YTo 3TO IeHHas
HaxodKa, ¥ [laXKe BO3UJIA B TOPOM Ha OIIEHKY, HO BCe 3KCIIEPTHI CKa3aJiM, 4To 3TO 6apaxjio, BOT MHL U
IPUBE3NH ee 00paTHO. [[ymManu, Ha 9TOM BCe U 3aKOHYUTCS, HO...

Korpma crapocra foies 1o 3TOro MecTa, 110 ero UCCOXIIeMy, U3PEe3aHHOMY MOPIIMHAMU JIUILY
mpobexkana CTPaHHAS TEHb.

— OpHaXk/asl HOYBI0 HAM BCEM IIPUCHUIIACH 9Ta CTATys. TO, UYTO MBI BUNENH, YeJI0BeYECKHH pa3yM He
B CHJIaX BOOOPa3uTh. Mbl 00513aHEl IPUHOCKUTD €Y TIONHOIIEHUsA. EC/TU HeT... CIIyYUTCS HEYTO
y2KacHoe.

VxkacHoe? L3u Xyaii 3auHTepecoBancs. CTapocTa TPOmOIIKHUIT:

—4d TIOHAYaJly He IIPpuaaBall 3TOMY 3Ha4Y€HHU, ITOKA... II0OKa OOHaXKIbl OHa HE IIOABUIIACh Y MEHA
ooMa. U c tex IIOP OHa IIOCTOSIHHO CMOTPHUT Ha MEHA.

CKkasaB 3T0, OH BAPYT YIRIOHYJICS.
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