CI/I61/IpCKI/Ie CHEXXHBIE PABHHUHEI, B I[IATH KUJIOMETPAX OT BaBusnoHcKo# OalHu.

Tecra, 3aKyTaBIIKUCh B TOJICTBHIM BaTHUK, CTOsJIA IOCPEAY 3aBEIBAIOIIEN METENH, a II03a0u Hee
BBICTPOUIICS OTPSAA TUTaHOB AHTUSHTPOIIUM.

— Anuxu! 3pech mo cMepTu x0j0aHO, ITetymmuaoe 'He3mo! TToyeMy MBI HOJIKHBEI TOPYATh 3[1€Ch, MBI
Be[Ib IIPUIIUIA HE [AJISI TOTO, YTOOBI IIITYPMOBaTh BaBUIOHCKYIO OallHIO?

— He cmemmmute, noktop Tecna, Halll Ty4uIni MINUOH yKe IPOHUKIA B BaBunoHCKy10 OallHio, CHavyasa
MEI JOJIKHEI I0KIaThCS HOBOCTEY OT HEE.

Ecnu moBe3€eT, el yaacTcs TalKOM BHITAIIUTH OTTy/a [9Ty 0coby], u Torma HaMm ymacTtcs u3bexkaThb
cTonkHOBeHUs ¢ cunamu [lucansa. CyBepeH, HOMKHO ObITh, TOKE HageeTCs Pa3PEeIInuTh 3TOT
VHIUOEHT MUDHBIM IIyTEM.

B cTopone BanmbTep, CKpeCTHB PYKH Ha IPYAU, BCMaTPUBAJICS BOasb, OYATO KOT'0-TO MOMXKUAAS.

— KTo-TO HmeT.

[TaTpuK IIaTanacek, fenas Maru ¢ BeaudaumumM TpynoM. OHa MUINKUIIAch PYKH; XOTS paHy oOpaboTanu
¥ KPOBb y/IaJIoCh OCTaHOBUTD, TIepeHECEHHbIE UCIBITAHUS BCE XK€ CKa3hIBaJIUCh Ha €€ COCTOSHUH, a
MOJITHH TIepexoy] ¥ BOBCE BEIMOTAJI IIOCTIeIHUE CHUJIHL.

Korpma oHa yXke IOYTH Mafiasia, YbU-TO PYKHU MOAEePXKaiu eé.

— Tl cnpaBunacs.

3ameTuB BanbTepa, [TaTpuk c o6neryeHreM BEIOOXHYTIA, U OHU MeJJIEHHO OBUHYIHUCH BIIEPET,
OmrpascCh APYT Ha ApyTa.

— IIpoctuTe, rocnogus CyBepeH, MucCHs mpoBasieHa. [OHa] yxke mpoOynuiack, U €€ cuia
HETIPEPEIBHO PaCTET.

— Bcé-Taku CIIUIIIKOM IIO3OHO?

BamnbTep ynoxwun [TaTpuk B 6€30I1aCHOM MeCTe U IIPOU3HEC:

— He nepexuBaii, Tenephb IpefocTaBb BCE MHe. Kak MHe OTHICKATh [e€]?

— V MeHd ecThb 3allellKy, HO Iepeq TeM Kak IepefaTh UX BaM, Y MeHsI eCTb OflHa IIpoch0a: eciu
BO3MOKHO, ITpoiry CyBepeHa cheniaTh BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH 3alIUTUTH MOUX Apy3el u3 Illucans.



Baytpu JlabopaTtopuu BaBunosn CunbuH OIPUCIIOHUIACH K CTeHE U BO30YXKAEHHO CMesach.

— Xa-xa! Xa-xa-xa! d mobemuia, naxe BaabKupuu HEe CMOTIA MHE IIPOTHBOCTOSITH!

HpOI/ISHeCH 970, CH/IBKH CJIOBHO BHE3AITHO YTO-TO BCIIOMHMJIA 1, IIOKAYHUBAsICh, IIOOHAJIACh Ha HOT'H.

— MHe HyKHO IPOAO0IKAaTh ITOTJI0MaTh JHEPTuio XOHKas U3 3TOr0 peakTopa, 5 JOIKHa CTaTh ellle
CUJIbHEE, @ 3aTeM 51 YHUUTOXKY BCEX ITUX JIKUBHIX B3POCIIBIX!

[Tpormnast 6UTBa OTHsJIA CIUIIKOM MHOTO cujl. Eciu Ta 6eoBosiocast JeBYOHKA MPONOJIKUT JEXKYPUThH
y PeakTopa XoHKas, s He CMOT'Y K HEMY I10000paThCs.

[Toka CumbuH JTOMaJia TOJIOBY Hafl TEM, YTO MPEOIPUHSTD, Iepe] € rIa3aMu MOSBUIOCh KPOIIIEeYHOe,
pa3MepoM c KoMapa, co3fanue XoHKasi. CUIbUH PacKphUla JIafoHb, U OHO OIIyCTHJIOCH IIPSIMO Ha Hee.
PasrnsigpiBas 4ynuille, [eBOYKa B HEJOYMEHUY ITPOU3HECTIA:

— Yo 310 Takoe? Hukorga mpexpae He BUAesIa MOJ00HEIX CYLIECTB, HO OT HETO BEET TaKUM
CTPAHHBIM TEIIJIOM.

TBI TOBOPHILB, YTO IIOMOXKEIIb MHE YBECTU UX?

— ITouemy... moyeMy BCE Tak 00epPHYIIOCH?

Tepesa omycTrnack Ha KOJIEHHU IIEPef 30JI0TUCTHIM XKETOHOM U JIyXKUIIeH KPOBY HETIOHAJIEKY, €€ JTUI0
BBIpaxaso rinyboKyo CKOpOb.

— lNocmmoxka Tepe3a, pa3BeObIBaTEJIbHbBIE OTPAOBI YCUIIUIIA IIONCKHU U HaﬁJ’IIOJIeHI/Ie B 3TOM CEKTOpe€, HO
IIOKa HUKaKWX 3allellOK HeT.

OcTaéTcs NMuillb XKOaTh MOOKperienus u3 mraba. Yac Ha3an EmucKoI mpucian ciofa B
IIOKpeIJIeHNe rocroauta 3urdpuna, rocrnoxy CanoMmelo U rocrnoxy Hukonac, OHM [TOIXKHEBI
npuOBITHE C MUHYTH Ha MUHYTY. [Ipoly Bac, rocrmoxa Tepe3a, OTEPIUTE elé HeMHOTO.

B 9TOT MOMEHT B MOMeEIIeHKE BHUXpPEM BOPBaAJICA KTO-TO K3 HOJIT-II/IHéHHbIX.

— bepna, rocnoxa Tepe3sa! U3-niox cHera BHe3aIlHO... BHE3AIIHO I10JI€3]IX [I0JTYUILIA 3Beper XOoHKasd!
[Iporry Bac HeMeJIEHHO IIPOUTU B KOMaHIHBIM IIYHKT!

YcnrimaB 910, Tepe3a 3a0bina 0 TOpe U MOCHeIInsIa B oepaTuBHLIM mTab. EfBa mepecTynuB mopor,
OHa YCIIbIIIasa foKJIaz COTPYSHUKA:



— 91! TBAPH BBUIYIIUINCE IIPAMO IIOO CHE2KHBIM IIOKPOBOM, Padaphl HaXKe He CMOT'JIA Sad)HKCI/IpOBaTB
UX nospienue. I1o IIpeaABapPUTETIbHBIM OLIEHKAM, UX OKOJIO IIATUCOT. Ecnu nmonaratecs
HCKIIOYHUTEIPHO Ha 3allUTHEIE CHCTEMEBI BaBUIIOHCKOU 6aI.T.IHI/I, HaM He YyCTOATE.

3aMeTuB JIETKYI0 PAaCTePSIHHOCThL Cpefu cobpaBInuxcs, Tepe3a mpuHsIa BOJIEBOe PelleHue:

— Bes nanuku! [Ipunecute mHe Uyny, s1 caMa UX OCTAHOBIIIO!

OmHaKo eé clioBa IpepBajl BHE3AIIHEIHM BHI30B IO CBSI3H.

— B atom HeT HyXknH, Tepe3a. OcTaBaiics BHyTpH OalrHu 1 6epu KOMaHoOBaHMe Ha cels, a C
TBApPSIMHU MEI Pa30epeMCsT CaMH.

CHapyxu BaBuIOHCKO# GalllHK U3 CHEXXHEIX CyrPOOOB BEHIOMPAIUCh COTHU 3Bepel XOHKasi, HO UM
Harepepes BCTANIA TPOe — MYXKYHKHA ¥ [IBe XKEHIIUHB. OTO ObUIN TPHUOLIBIINME Ha MTOAKPEeIIeHre 110
npuka3y Enuckomna lucans 3ur@pun u ocTanbHEIE.

— Iloxoxe, MEI BOBpPEMA. YHUYTOXKBTE UX BCEX, HE YIIYCTUTE HU eJIHHOﬁ TBapPH.

Crouno 3urdpuny yMONKHYTh, Kak HuKomac, ckaB IIMHHOE KOIMbE, Opocuiiack IpPsiMoO Ha CTalo
MOHCTPOB. B 0IHO MTHOBEHME C OECSTOK TBapel OBIN ITOBEPKEHEI.

— Xa, crmabaku! [Taxxe cob6paBLINCh B Ky4y, BHl He IPEICTaB/IsIeTe HUKAKOH! YTPO3HL.

Ho He ycriena oHa IOTOBOPHUTD, KaK IPSMO Hafl €€ TOJIOBYIIKON CIIMKKAPOBAJ 3Beph XOHKal TUIa
«PriBok». K cuacThio, OKa3aBIIasics Hemomaneky CanmoMes: B3MaxoM KITMHKA PacceKia TBaphb
I0TI0JIaM, BRITAIIMB HUKOTac U3 0mMacHOCTH.

— He tepsit 6guTtenbHoCTH. Henmb3sg mOmyCTUTh, YTOOHR XOTh OOHA TBaph Iofgobpasack K OalrHe.

Tem BpemeneM B JlabopaTopuu BaBunon CunbyH IMUPOKO PAaCKUHYJA PYKH, BTATHBAS TOTOKH
OHepruu XOHKas, XJIBIHYBIINE U3 peakTopa.

— fl... I 4yBCTBYIO, KaK CUJia HAIOJIHAET MeHs!

Ho ne ycriena CunbuH HaclagUuThCA IPOLIECCOM, KaK TOT CaMBIY KPOIIEYHEIN 3Beph XOHKal B [TaHUKe
NOAJIETENI K Hel ¥ 3aKPYXKUI PSALOM.

— B uém gemo? IToueMy THI BOPYT TaK HUCIyTaI0Ch?

Cy11ecTBO 3aKpYKUI0Ch BBEPX U BHU3, CJIOBHO IIHITASICh O YEM-TO IIPENYIIPEIUTD.



— Yro? THI TOBOPHUIIL, YTO MHE HY2KHO HEMEMJIEHHO YXOOUTh oTcioma? [Touemy?

3Bepb XOHKaW MPOJOIKHUII CYETIMBO IIOPXaTh BO3JIE €€ yXa.

— JlagHo-nagHoO, 4 oHsANa. [Torogu HeMHOTO, S CHayana 3a6epy HI/IHC-)p.

Opuako, mpexe ueM CUJIbMH yCIlejla akTUBUPOBATh TEJIeIIOPTallNio, 3BEPh IPErpaguil el MyTh.

— Yro?! Tel Bepumb Opocuts JInHIp u OexaTh B ofuHOUYKY? Xa! YOupaiics ¢ goporu!

Co3pganue ponoizKasio KpyKUTh nepen nunoM CusbuH.

— YOupaiicsi, uHa4e 51 IPUKOHUY TeOs!

I'omoc meBOYKHM CTall NeAsTHEIM, HO 3BEDPL IIO-TIPE2KHEMY HE OTCTYIIAll.

— Xax, Tl camMa HallpoIlIuJjach.

Tepnenue CunbuH uccakio. He kome6sichk 60nblile HU CEKYHAIB, OHA IIPOTSIHYJIA PYKY, HAMepeBascCh
TIPUXJIONHYTh 3Ty HA30MIUBYIO MYXY.

Ho cy1iecTBo mpoieMOHCTPHUPOBAIO HEBEPOSTHYIO CKOPOCTh. YKIIOHUBIIMCEH OT yapa, OHO OICTpee
MOJIHAH METHYJIOCh IIPSIMO K eé Ji0y.

B momMmeHT COIIPUKOCHOBEHUS 3BEPH XOHKai PaCTBOPHUIICA B YHCTOU 9HEPIruy, BIIMBIIIENCS B TEJIO
OeBOYKH, a caMa CHUITbUH 3aMepJiia Ha MeCTe C OCTEKJIEHEBIIUM B3TTIAO0M.

CnycTs nmapy cexyHp CUITbUH OTKpPHIIa ITOPTaJjl ¥ UcYe3Jia, OCTaBUB J1ab0paTOPUIO 103agH, OHAKO €€
r71a3a CTaJd COBEPIIEHHO TYCKIILIMU U 0e3KU3HEHHBIMU, TOYHO ¥ (haphOpOBO KYKIIHL.

[IpogonkeHue cienyer...
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