— Jlep... 1ep30CTh! — B3BU3THYJI OMUKHUN €BHYX, CYIOPOKHO IIPUXKHUMasi K TPYOU POCKOIIHOE
MMIIEPATOPCKOe ofesiHne. — Kak cMeellb TH He CKIOHATHCA mpen MmnepaTtpuuei?! CTpaxa, B3SITh
HedecTuBla!l

C rnyxuM myMoMm B 3ajly BopBasiachk cTpaxa. Crou Hyo criokoiHO co3epluia BEIUKOJIENNe 3TOT0
[PEBHET0 IBOPIa: Pe3Hble CBETUNILHUKHY, YTONALINH B 30JI0T€ IPOCTOPHLIN 3aJl, 3aCTHIBILUX B
O7aroroBeifHOM TpeIeTe IPUOBOPHLIX. Tak BOT Kakas OHa — JiereHAapHas VimnepaTpuia.

9TOT MUD He UMeJl HH4Yero o0IIero ¢ ero npexHei XKU3HbI0. [a 1 K TOMY Ke OH flaBHO yMmep. Te, KTO
ocTajics B OBIION PeasbHOCTH, HaBCETJa CTEP/IMCh U3 er0 HACTOSIIEero, JIUIIHUBIINCE C HUM BCIKOM
CBSI3U.

OT YyTOHYEHHOTO0 I0OHOIIIM He MCXOMOUJIO HU Marsieiiel yrpo3sl. OH He UCKaJl 4yKOU morubenu, HO U
caM, Ka3aJjioCch, HUUYTh He CTPAIIMICcS 4yxKou 3100651, Ciot Hyo pa3rnsgriBan yOpaHCTBO C YHCTHIM,
IIOYTH MJIafeHYEeCKUM JTII000IBITCTBOM.

Banp Llansp cnerka rnokavasa rojioBOY U KeCTOM IIpUKa3ajia BOOPYKEHHBIM CTpakKHUKaM
yOaIuThCH.

— Kak TBO€e uMs? — clpocusa OHa.

T'onoc ee IIPO3ByYall CTOJIb MATKO, 9YTO OHA CaMad BHYTPEHHE U3YMUIIACh 3TOU HEXKHOCTH.

ToT Ke mparoleHHbIN HaPS/, Te XKe TOHKUe, 0e3ymnpeyHbie YePTH NTKlla... Ho Kakas IpomnacThb
pasmensa ux cyosoer! OpHa Oblyla ero 3eMHOM MaTephio, APyras — BIIaAbIYUIIEN BEIMKOI0
rocygapcTtBa UYxyllys, apsiieil Ha HefocsraeMou BEICOTe.

B cnepnytomiee mraoBenue B3risan Cioit Hyo mpukoBasa kK ce6e TeMHasi TEHb, COTKABIIAsACS 3a €€
cnuHoU. FOHOIIAa MeJIeHHO ABUHYJICS BIEepe.

"K 4jieHaM UMIepaTOPCKOM CEMbH 3ampeleHo npubauxkaTbcs 6e3 [03BOJIeHN — HEYXKeJK OH He
3HaeT CTOJIb IPOCTHIX MPUINYUu?"

Bans Llaiap TerkKuM OBUKEHUEM JIaloHM OCTAHOBHJIA COOMPABINEroCcs 3aKpUyiaTh eBHyXa. Heyxenu
3TOT OTPOK JEeMCTBUTENIBHO He BeflaeT cTpaxa? Mnu OoH Tak TBEPAO YBEPEH, UTO OHA He IPUYUHET eMy
3ma’?

— ¥ Bac 3a CIMHOM KTO-TO €CTh, — THUXO ITPOM3HEC I0HOIIA B OeJIBIX ofiekaax. B ero romoce
CKOJIb3HYJIO JIETKOE U3yMIIEHHE.

Bruxuuit cnyra nobaenHen oT yxkaca. [TogoOHast [ep30CTh B MpUCYTCTBUU VMmepaTpuiisl Oblia
HeCJIBIXaHHOM! B 3agHMX MOKOSX [BOPLA MyIle OTHS G0STHUCE TI00EIX TOJIKOB O TpU3paKax u
cyeBepusix. Bcnrinmina MMnepaTpulla THEBOM, HeYeCTUBIIA MOTJIM Ka3HUTh IIPSIMO Ha MECTe, ¥ HUKTO



OBl He TIOCMETT CKa3aTh CI0Ba IIPOTHUB.

Banp Llansp HEBOIBHO OTCTyIIMIIA Ha 11ar. Ee BeIuuyeCcTBEHHBIM I'0JI0C 3a3BEHEJI CTallblo, KOTda OHa
obOpaTtunacsk K ClIyraM:

— CrymatiTe nmpoyb. Bce mo emuHOro. A THI BCTaHb y IIBepey U HUKOTO He BIyCKai 0e3 MOero TMYHOI0
yKa3a!

TpOHHEIH 3a]T BMUT OMyCTeJl, TOKA3aBIINCh OTPOMHBIM U XOJIOMHBIM. [11aMsi cBedel po6Ko
TIOIparuBajo, HAIOJIHIS IPOCTPAHCTBO CIAAKOBATEHIM apOMAaTOM 0JIarOBOHUM, CMEIIaHHEIM C
TSI2KEeJIBIM 3aIlaxoM Bocka. FOHoIra BHOBE 00pen 6eccTpacTHOoe BeIpaxkeHue nuiia. OH CMOTpeIt Ha
HMnepaTpuIly YUCTHIMU, TOYHO POTHUKOBAS BOMA, FIa3aMU, U BO3OYX BOKPYT HETO, Ka3ajocCh,
CHeNacs 0Csi3aeMO I'YCThIM.

— Tl TOBOPHIIB... y MEHS 3a CIIMHOMU... KTO-TO eCTh? — 3alliHasiCh, BelgaBuia Bans Laiiap.
[TocmoTpeTs Ha3an OHA Tak U He PeIIniacs.

— XKenmuHa, — oTBeTUn Croi Hyo.

OH NpUCTaJIBHO TTIAAeN Ha TEMHBIA CTYCTOK, KOTOPHIM IIPSIMO Ha Tla3ax oOpeTasn ouepTaHus
yenoBeyeckoy ¢urypsl. CII0BHO IIOYYBCTBOBAB Ha cebe B3riisam Mactepa WHb-AH, mpu3pak mnepecTan
0e33By4HO PHIAATh ¥ MeMJIeHHO MOAHSI rojioBy. CKBO3b TYMaH IIPOCTYIUIN TOHKKE YePTHl JIUlla — Ha
B TOCThe ObIJI0 He OobIle ABaAnaTy jgeT. OHa Onlya OBl MUJIOBUAHA, €CNTK OBl He TITy0OKHe CIedbl
TOPBKUX CJIe3, KOTOPBIE OHA MPOJIMBaa 37ech gonrue rogbl. O6maveHHass B HEKHO-PO30BOE IIIaThe,
OHAa CBHEXKUIACh U KPEIKO IMpuKUMaach K cuuHe Banb 1laiiap, 00BuBas ee MIeun MPU3PaYHbIMU
PyKaMHu.

"3HauuT, g BCe ellle CTI0COOeH BUOETh COKPHITOE OT JIIOACKUX I'Na3... B boxecTBeHHOM CBUTKE 00
9TOM He TOBOPUJIOCH HU CJI0Ba. BHITh MOXKeET, faxe I0oCcie CMepTH Oylla MacTepa VHb-AH He TepseT
CBOeM cuibl 1 00s13aHa HecTu OpeMs IPOBOJHUKA?"

— Kakas ona? — crpocuna Baub Lauap. ['osoc ee ocum, B ropye 3aCTpsjl CyXOU KOM.

"He MmoxeT OBITh... 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO!"

2K13Hb B UMIIEPATOPCKOM ABOPIIE [I0JIHA UHTPUT, 3aT0OBOPOB U KOBapCcTBa. PaHO WM 030HO
IPUXOOUTCS MayKaTh pyku. Ho ecnu Ov1 Boub Llaliap 3acTaBUIy HCKPEHHE MTOKAsATHCS B rpexax, OHa
npu3Hasa Obl UL ONHO 370AesiHue. Ha ee coBeCcTH jexkarn TSXKKUH rpex neper OoHOM-
€eIVHCTBEHHOU AYIIOH.

Crou Hyo 3ameTur, Kak OHa 3apgpoxasa. OH MATKUM OBUXKEHUEM HaJIUJI U3 CTOSIBILIETO Ha CTOJIUKE
YalHMKa TEeMI0U BOOBI U MIPOTSIHYII €Y YalllKy.



— Ha He#l po3oBoe miaThe, a 100 yKpalllaeT Meixya — MaKUsIXK B BUME I[BETKA CITUBHL.

Pa3zgancs 3BOHKUY CTYK.

Yaimka BEICKOJIB3HYJId U3 OHEMEBIIUNX ITAJIEIIEB I/IMHepanI/ILU:I " pasjieTesiacChb BJIp66831"I/I 0 KaMEHHBIE
IUTUTHL 3a OBEPBIO ITOCIIBIIIAJICSA BCTpeBO}KeHHBIfI IIOPOX CIIyT.

— Bce B mopspke! — nocnemno KpukHyna Baub Llaiiap, npeBo3Moras NaHuKy. — f IpOCTO YpOHHUTIa
yamky. He Bxonuts!

u TYT K€ 3aIlljiaChk B CYXOM, MY4YUTEJIbHOM KalllJie.

YcnmliiaB c10Ba HHOIIH, IMMPpU3paK XKEeHIIUWHEI TIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HEro yMOJIsmome, CO CliIe3aMU Ha
T'JTa3aX.

B 3ane BHOBb BOIlapuaach MepTBas THIIMHA. BaHb [{aliap npuxKana K rybaM IIeIKOBBIY MIJIaTOK, ee
IIJIeYr MeJIKO Opoxanu. Pa3Be Takoe BO3MOXKHO? [la, ee rogaMu Tep3ajd KOIIMaphl, a 300POBbE
yracajo JeHb 3a [IHEM, HO OHA CIIMCHIBAJIa 3TO Ha YCTAJIOCTh U IBOPIIOBEIE 3a00THl. Eif 4 B TOJIOBY HE
IIPUXOMMIIO BEPUTh B CKA3KM O Ayxax. Heyxemu moKonHas eiCTBUTENILHO BCe 9TO BpeMs Obla
psmoM? Heyxkenu oHa Hecja 3TO HeBUAMMOe OpeMs IeJIbIX ABafLaTh eT? JIemsiHOM XOJIOoM IOOHSIICS
u3 rnyoun gymu MMiepaTpuilbl, CKOBaB ee Telo.

Yepramu nuila MMnepartpulia cMyTHO HannoMrHana Cioi Hyo ero 3eMHy10 MaTh. EMy 3axoTenoch
TIOJOUTH U JIETOHBKO IIOXJIONIATh €€ IO CIIMHE, YTOOH YHATh APOXKb, HO, TTOKOJIe0aBIINCh, OH OIYCTUIT
pyKy. Ceiiuac 9TOT XKeCT COCTPaflaHus BEITIsiAes Obl HEYMECTHO.

— THIL... TH JIefICTBI/ITeHLHO BHUIITb MeHs? — pa3galcsa eaBa pa3HPI‘-IPIMBIfI IIMEeIIoT.

Crou Hyo ynuBnenHo Mopruyi. ['onoc npu3paka HalloMUHAI IIeIeCT CyXOU JIUCTBEL Ha BETPY —
TUXUU U YCKOJIb3AIOILIUH.

KOnoIma egBa 3aMeTHO KWBHYJI 1 MBICJTIEHHO CIIPOCHII:

"TloueMy THI IpUBsg3aHa K Heu?"

— 4 u cama He 3Hal0, — IIpolIeJecTeNa XeHIKuHa. — [IouTH cpasy 1mocjae CMEPTU MEeHS IMOTSHYIO0 K
Heit. C Tex IOp S KPEeImKo OepKYyCh 3a ee IJIeUr ¥ He MOTY OTIIYCTHUTb...

Crox1 Hyo HE3aMeTHO IPOTSAHYJI PYKY BIiepe[, IPOIIyIbBas IOTOKK SHEPTUU. Bo3ayx BOKpyT
mpr3paKa OBl MPOMUTAH TSAXKENIO0H, VOYIUINBOM 00UI0M, epKaBIllel OyIy MEPTBOM B HEBUOUMABIX
TucKax. FOHoIa 3amMep. B mamMsaTH ero BCIUTBUIN OOPHIBKY IPEBHUX 3aKIUHAHUN U3 B0XKeCTBEHHOTO
CButka. Ha MrHOBeHUe 3alyMaBILIKCh, OH CIIPOCHUII:



"Kakoe HEOKOHUYEHHOE [eJI0 IepKUT Tebs momaie Hee? Ha3oBu cBoe xkenaHue"

— {1 He MOr'y 0CTaBUTH MOET0 ChiHa, M3HX3...

— Ho mepTBBIe GeccunbHE Ilepes 3aKoHaMu ObITHs, — HedanbHo mpousHec Cioi Hyo. — [laxke ecnu
TBOE CepIlle pa3phBAeTCA OT TOCKH, THl HUYET0 He MOXKeIllb U3MEHUTb.

[Tepen ero MeICIEHHBIM B30poM IipenacTan Yxkao Tsauwvu. Pa3se cam Ciou Hyo nepen KOHYMHOU He
IIBITAJICS U3 TIOCTIENHUX CUJI HauepTaTh Ha OyMare ero umsa? Ho cympOa 6e3:KanoCTHA K 4yKOU
IPUBSI3aHHOCTHU. Te, KTO YIIeN 3a YepTy, JOJIKHBI YUTH HaCOBCEM, OCTABUB JKUBHIX CIIPABISATHCS CO
CBOe} CKOPOBIO B OIMHOUKY.

FOHo11a ycnpian TUXUM, TPEPHIBUCTRINA CTYK 3y00B U BHIIIEN U3 3afyM4YuBOCTH. OH BCTIOMHMUII, YTO B
3ajie OHU He OfHU.

Banub Llansp cxkaach Ha TPOHE, B €€ IPEKPACHBIX I'Jla3ax 3aCThUl HENOANE IbHBIN yXKac. [IT0THEIN
Cy10ii OeNUIT ¥ PYMSIH He MOT CKPHITh CMePTeJIbHOM 6JIeqHOCTY KOXKHU, a Oblylas ITapCcTBeHHAsI OCaHKa
CMEHHUJIaCh XKaJIKOM APOXKbI0. BHOBL BCIOMHUB CBOX MaTh, Croii Hyo MArko npousHec:

— He 0GoiiTeck ee. MepTBBIE He MOTYT IPUYUHUTD BPea KUBBIM.

Bans Llakiap ycTaBuiack Ha oHomIy. Ero Tuxas, efjBa 3aMeTHas I'pycTb 00e30pyKuBaia —
Wmnepatpulia He Hauwla B cebe CUI IPOU3HECTH HU CIIOBa.

— IIa, MmepTBbIe 6eCCUTbHEL... — [IpHU3paK KEeHIIMHE CHOBA TUXO 3aphifiaj, ¥ 9TOT IIJla4 pa3phIBal
nymy. — Ho g nuib XoTesna IorOBOPUTh CO CBOUM CHIHOM. [IBafillaTh [OITUX JIET S HE MOTY O0HATH
ero, He 3Hal0, KaK OH XKUBET... f TaK TOCKYIO II0 HEMY...

Croit Hyo rpycTtHO ynbeIOHYICS. MaTepuHCKOe cepalle Be3fe oquHakoBo. ETo co6CTBeHHbBIE POOUTENH
paccTanuch, KOrfa eMy UCIOJIHUIOCH ABeHaAnaTh. KaXXaplid U3 HUX MOCIEIINI 3aBECTH HOBYIO
CeMbIO, POIUTHL HOBBIX feTel. Crou Hyo ucnpaBHO m0Iy4daa OTpOMHEIE CYMMEI Ha CofepKaHue, HO
romaMy He BU[IEN HYU OTIla, HU MaTepu. EMy HeKoMy OBITIO IOBEPUTH CBOU TeYaIu U PafOCTH.

OTa XKeHIMHAa [TPoBeJia [Ba JecATHNIeTHs OeCIIOTHON TeHBIO 3a YYKOU CIIMHOU TOJIBKO Pagu TOTO,
yTOOBI KaXKIBIM IeHb BUOETh CBoero pebeHKa. Bcs ee 3arpobHas XKU3Hb CBelach K OfHON 6e3yMHOMI
Hafexke — X0Ts OBl pa3 moroBoputh ¢ HEM. Cioii Hyo mo4yBCTBOBaI, KakK B I'PyAy II€BEJIbHYI0ChH
HMCKPEeHHee XKelaHue I0M0Yb yraciieu aylie.

Mup XKUBBIX 1 MUDP MEPTBBIX ITOJIHEI TalH, KOTOPHIE Kya 3alyTaHHee, YeM KazKeTCs Ha IepPBBIT
B3I,

CnycTs BpeMsi, paBHOE TOPEHHUIO OOHOM apoMaTU4yeCcKo manouky, Baus 1laliap mokuHyIa gBOpen
Lwunaun. TIpunBopHEe faMbl 6epekHO MOANePKUBAIIY €€ TI0f PYKH.



HMnepaTpuiia Ijia, He CMesi OTJISHYThCS. JTOT IOHOIIA B OeJIkIX OfeKOaxX, C BUMY TaKOH HeBUHHBIHA U
KPOTKUH, OHOM JHIITh OPOLIEHHON BCKONb3b (Ppa3oil eBa He 3aCTaBUII €e Cepille OCTAHOBUTHLCS OT
yXKaca.

E# o cux mop BuUpescs ero o6pas B IOJIyMpaKe 3ajibl: IPUTITYIIeHHBIN CBET CBeUel, ONyIlleHHbIe
PECHHUIIE, 3a0yMUuBHIM B3rIsAA. OH CiyIlan HEBUOUMOTO coOeceHUKA C TaKUM TTTy0OKUM
BHUMAaHUEM, CJIOBHO Ilepel] HUM pa3BOpayMBalioCh NpefaHue riy0okoi ctapuHbl. CaMma ke Banb
[laitap K KoHIy 6ecefsl B3MOKJIa OT XOJIOQHOTO TI0Ta, a IIeJTKOBLIM IJIaTOK, KOTOPHIM OHA CXKUMaJlla B
KyJlaKe IIOf IUPOKUM PYKaBOM IIYPIIYPHOTO OfESHUS, CTaJl COBCEM BIIazKHBIM.

[Tpormno MHOTO BpeMeHH, ipexae yeM Cioil Hyo mOmHSI Ha Hee ra3a U CIIOKOMHO IPOU3HEC:

— Ee Moruna ocKBepHEHa, a OCTAHKY IOXUINEHH. be3 HUX qylia He MOXKeT IePEPONUTHCS U YUTH B
Mup uHou. Ha Balei ofgexpae UK Belax 0CTaJICA IpaxX MOKOMHOM, II03TOMY ee OyX IIPUBS3alICd K
BallleMy Tely.

Ot aTtux cnos MMnepatpuily mpoOpan MOTHUIIbHEIM X010/, TaifHBI IIPOLINIOT0, TOXOPOHEHHEIE,
Ka3aJioCch, HaBeYHO, 0€32KaJIOCTHO BHICTABMIM Ha cBeT. Cepalle 3aHbIIO TaK HEBEIHOCMMO, CJIIOBHO €T0
MeOJIeHHO MTUIUIYA PKaBhHIM KITMHKOM.

"YTO COKpPHITO BO ThbME, PAHO UJIU MO3JHO ABUTCSA MHUPY... OT 3TOT0 rpexa MHEe He OTKYIUThCS"

TeHU BEKOBHIX IePEBLEB MPUUYAJIMBHIMUA Y30PaMU JIOKUITUCE Ha TYCKJIO OCBEIIEHHYIO JBOPIIOBYIO
Tpomny. EBHYX ITOCIENIHO PacIPaByI TSIXKEY0 TapYoBYI0 HAKUOKY U HAOPOCHIT ee Ha IIeYn
TOCIIOXKHY, HO TEIJIO TaK ¥ He BEPHYJIOCH K Hel. C HOuHOTro HeOa 6e3MOJIBHO ITOBATAIIN KPYITHLIE
XJIOTIbsI cCHera. HeGecHEBIN map, OMYyCTHUBIINCH HA PACKPHITYIO JIAJOHb, 00KET ee MasIbIbl YUCTHIM,
JIENEHSIIMM XO0JIOJOM.

— Marymka! — pa3pgascst 3BOHKHUH roJioc.

JIun 11310M0, BO3BpAl[aBIIMICI B CBOU IIOKOM, CTOJIKHYJICS C HEll Ha NepekKpecTKe fopoxek. OH ¢
TPEBOTOM BTJIAMENICS B €e OCYHYBIIeeCs, MepTBEHHO-01IefHOe JIUILIO.

— Bawm He3popoBurtca? [loyemy Ha Bac HeT nuua?

Bans Llakiap dyepe3 cuiy ynbeOHYIach ¥ ITOKadasia TOJI0BOM:

— Bce xopo1o, guTsa Moe. YKe 030HO, CTyIIall OTOBIXaTk.

OHa TI03BOJIUJIA CHIHY TIPOBOJKTD €€ Ha HECKOJIBKO IIIAaT0B, HO 3aTeM OCTOPOXKHO BEHICBOOOAMIIA JIOKOTH
U3 €r0 PyK ¥ HET'POMKO fo0aBua:



— Hacuer Toro oHowmu... Eciu y Te0s1 HeT K HEMY BaXKHOTO JeJ1a, HEPKUCH OT HETO KaK MOXKHO
nanble. He CTOUT UCIIBITHIBATEL CYABOY.

Crynus 3a mopor oburenu, Baub Laiiap nmogo3sana K cebe BEPHOTO CIIYTY U €[Ba CIIBIIIHO
IIPOIIeTTaa:

— Te cnyru, uTo OBUIH B 3ajie BO BpeMsi Halrel 6eceqel... Mi36aBbcs oT HUX. OHU He [IOIKHBI
3arOBOPHUTb.

EBHYX 0e3 JTUIITHKUX CJIOB CKJIOHUII TOJIOBY B 3HAK IIOBUHOBEHUA U 66CI.T.IYMHO PaCTBOPHUIICA B TEMHOTE.

OTnaB xkecToKuY npuka3, MMnepaTpulla IoCMOTpella Ha CBOIO JafoHb. Ha KoXe Tasgna omuHOKas
CHeXKWHKA, ITpeBpalasch B KPOIIEeYHYI0 Kalllio YiCTelle Bogsl. Korga-To maBHO U ee COOCTBEHHAs
nyiia Oblia Takou ke 0e3rpelrHoi U MPo3PavyHoH.

JIvn 1]310MO [OJITO CMOTPEI UM BCJief. B rpyau ero Kpemsiao CMyTHOE, TPEBOXKHOe nIpenuyyBcTBue. OH
He comHeBascs: Cioi Hyo TOIbKO 4TO OTKPHBITI €T0 MaTepH HEKYI0 CTPAIIHYIO TalHY.
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