[ITsub K3 3aHEMOT Janeko He TakK CUJIbHO, KakK TaH LI3t0. JIuxopagku y HeTo He ObII0, JIUIIb CIETKa
TIEePIIUIO0 B ropiie — o0BIYHAS MPOCTyaa, MycTsK. OnHako fAHb FO#cioaHb BCIIOJIOMIUIICS HE Ha IIYTKY,
Oynro 611aropogHOrO CyNpyTra Mopa3uil CMepTeIbHbIM HepyT. OH CO3BaJl IeIyio TOMIY
MMIIEPATOPCKUX JIeKapel, a caM 0e3 KOHI[a KPYTHIICS Y ITOCTeH 00JIbHOTO, 3aChiIas ero
3a00TIUBEIMU PACCIIPOCAMU:

— CunbHo 607ut? IIpoCcTH, 3TO BCE MOS BUHA... Buepa 5 Tak yBIEKCS Npa3mHUKOM HOHapeH, 4To
COBCEM I103a0BLI 0 TBOEM XPYIIKOM 3[[OPOBBE.

[IIs#b K3 mackoBo cxkKaJjl ero jJjagoHb B OTBET.

— Yrto BH Takoe ropopure, Bame BenruectBo? — mpolienTan oH. — MHe yKe ropasfo Jiydlle II0cjie
JIeKapCTBa, TOJBKO... 3510K0 II0YEMY-TO.

Aup FOticioaHb TyT XKe MOTSAHYJICS ObIJI0 MPHUKa3aTh, YTOOK CHOBa 103Baju jekapel, Ho [1Ianb K3
yaepKas ero 3a pykaB. UyTh CMYIIEHHO OITyCTUB I'jla3a, OH TUX0 IPOU3HEC:

— He ocTaHeTech 71 B CETOOHS B MOEM fBopiie? B Bamux o0bATUSIX... TaK TEIIJIO.

MMrmepaTop HAa MUT OTIEIIHII, & 3aTeM PACCMESJICS U HEZKHO LIENKHYJ eTo 10 HOCY:

— Xouetb, YTOOHL S OCTAJICS, TaK ¥ CKaXu. AX THI, TTIYIIBIH. ..

[Isns K3 rycro nokpacHer.

[Toka OHM TTpeaBalUCh HEXKHOCTSIM, CIIyTH BOKPYT 3aMepiiu, 60siCh maXe MOJHSTh T71a3a. JIuImb
TJIaBHBIM YIIpaBJISIONINY BaH nmocne Hegonroro konebanus 6eCIIyMHO IIATHYT BIIEPED U efBa
CTIBIIITHO HATIOMHMIT:

— Baime BenmuuecTBo, gHEM BBl 00€ll[aid HaBECTUThH UMIIEPATPUILY B €T0 [ABOPIIE.

Aup FOlicloaHb Ha MTHOBeHUe 3amyMarcs. M BepHo, JIuHb LI3MHbYXKY Bedb TOKE 3aHEMOT, IPUUEM
OOBOJIbHO CEPLE3HO...

HmnepaTtop 3akonebasncs. 3aMeTHB ero HePeUnTeTbHOCTD, [I19Hb K3 THX0 B3HOXHYIT ¥ TIOKOPHO
OITyCTHUJI TOJIOBY.

— CrymaliTe K uMIiepaTtpulle, Bamie BenuuecTBo. Y MeHs NUIlb TETKOe HENOMOTaHKe, HUYETO
CTPAIIHOTO...

HOFOBOpI/ITb OH He€ YyCIIeJI — 3aKalllJIgJCA, Ja TaK CUJIBHO, YTO COTHYJICA ITOIIOJIaM. JIuno ero



nmobeneno, a Ha 10y BEICTynUIa 60e3HEeHHAs CIIapyuHa.

Adup FO#icloaHb MTHOBEHHO ITepeMeHuIcs B nuile. OH nNpuHsIcS 0epexkHO IIaguTh JII00MMOro 10
CIIMHE, ODHOBpPEeMEeHHO Opocasi pe3Kre IMpPUKa3kl YIIPaBIAIIeMy:

— 2KuBo 30Bu nekapeit! U mommu koro-HuOynb B [IBopel; Beunoro Becenbs. [Tepemait uMmepaTpuile,
YTO CErofHs g 3aHSAT FOCYHapCTBEHHBIMU [iejlaMU U IIPUAY B APYrou pas.

MEICTIEHHO B3OOXHYB, Ban CDyxafI IIOYTUTEJIEHO IIOKJIOHUJICA U IIOCIIEIINI UCIIOJIHUTH BOJIIO
IIOBEJINTEIIA.
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— [lonumar, — oto3Basicd TaH L[310. — brarogapro 3a BeCTh, €BHYX BaH.

Crosgsmui mogmne Hero Csgo LlyHpU3E MOTYa MIATHYTI BIEPEL U JIOBKO CKOJIb3HYJI B IIUPOKUY PYKaB
YIIPaBJISAIONIETO TAKEIbIM TapYOBEIA MelIo4yek ¢ 30710ToM. Ban ®yxaii cripsiTan MOAHOILIEHNE, HU3KO
TIOKJIOHUJICSL ¥ 3aTOBOPUII €JIEHHEIM TOJI0COM:

— Orpeixaute, Bame BenruecTBo. 3aBTpa g HEIIPEMEHHO CHOBa HAIIOMHIO I'OCyZAapio O Bac.

— B aToM HeT HyXk[bl, — TaH L[310 yCMeXHYICS, ¥ B 3TOM YILIOKE TPOMEIbKHYIIO TYKaBCTBO. — Ecnu
6maropopmubiit cynpyr II9ub Tak TsxKeno 601eH, MHe KaK UMIIepaTpulle He MTPHUCTAI0 OCTABATLCS B
cTopoHe. [Ioxany#, S caM HaBelly ero.
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Anp HOicoaHb n1poBen HOYb B [IBopie BocneTrix [leced. Ha paccBeTe, nepen caMbIM BEIXOZOM K
yTpPEeHHEMY OBOPY, OH HEXKHO KOCHYJICS IIjleda BO3J00IeHHOTO:

— He 3a0biBait mpuHUMAaTh CHamoObe. Kak TOJIBKO COBET 3aKOHYMTCS, 5T Cpa3y BEPHYCH K Tele.

[Isup K3 noCnywmHo KUBHYIIL.

I[Tocne 3aBTpakKa CiIyXkaHKa IPUHECTIa CBeKeCBapeHHbIH oTBap. [lIsub K3 B35 muany u yxke MOTHEC
eé K rybamM, KaK BOPYT 3aMep. 3amax jieKapcTBa II0Ka3aJiCs eMy CTPAHHBIM, COBCEM HE TaKMM, KaK
BYEpa.

— PenenT uamenunu? — HaxMypuiacs oH. — OTKyIa 3TOT Pe3KHUi, COJIOHOBATO-METAJITNYEeCKUN
3amax?



CnykaHKa MCITyTaHHO 3aTperneTana:

— Her, rocnoguH, nekapb 0CTaBuj NpexkHee npegnucanre. OMHAKO KOT[a 0TBAp TOMHJICS Ha OTHE,
npumien ciyra u3 J[IBopiia Beunoro Becenbs. OH NprHHEC KaKyio-TO f06aBKy ¥ CKa3al, 4To
UMIIepaTpuIla, Y3HaB O BallleM HeOyre, BeJlell IOAMeNIaTh 3T0 peJKoe CHamobbe. Mo, 0HO YKpEIuT
CUJIH ¥ YCKOPUT BHI3IOPOBIIEHUE.

YcnrimaB ato, [l1aub Ko efiBa He BRIPOHUIT ITHAIy — OHA CJIOBHO 000KTa eMy mablbl. C TUXUM
CTYKOM OH IIBBIPHYJI €€ Ha JITaKMPOBAHHBIM CTONHK, TaK YTO TEMHAS KUIKOCTH BHIIJIECHYIAaCh Ha
pe3n0y.

Or PE3KOro 3BYyKa CJIy2KaHKa B3IPOTrHYJla U B ITaHUKE YCTaBUJIaCh Ha XO03sKWHaA.

— W THI TO3BOMIMIIA YYKOMY CJIyTE YTO-TO IOJICHIIIATh B MOE JIEKAPCTBO? — JIEASTHEIM TOHOM CIIPOCHII
IIsub K>3.

OOBIYHO MATKHUIM, poOKul 1 00JIe3HEHHbIH I0HOIIa celyac Ka3ascs COBepIIeHHo yykuM. C ero nuiia
ncYe3jia MPUBEIYHAS KPOTOCTD, @ TSXKEJTBIN, 3aCTHIBIINM B30P 3aCTaBUJI CITyKAHKY ITOXOJIOHETh OT
y*kaca. [ToHsIB, KaKyI0 TTYIIOCTh COBEPINNIIA, OHA PYXHYJIAa Ha KOJIEHHU.

— IMomagute, rocioput! PabbiHS 3acinyKuBaeT CMepPTH! — B3MOJIMIACh OHA OPOKAIIUM T'OJI0OCOM.

[Isup K3 OKHHYVYII eé IIPE3PUTEIJIbHBIM B3TJIAO0OM U HepeBén B30D Ha OBIMAIIYIOCA ITHAILY.

«YT0 3TOT Mep3asern Tyfda nogMelnan? Heyxenu ag?»

Beputs B menpocts 4 obpoty Jluns L3unbuxu O0v10 rayno. OH, HIsus K3, egsa cTynuB Ha IOpOT
[BOpPIla, 0TOOpaa y UMIIEPaTPUIILI BCE: TI000Bb ITOBEIUTEIISI, BHUMAHKE [IBOPA, a TJIaBHOE — OTKPHLI
rocyfaplio IpaBay O TOM, YTO BCe 3TH T'OMbl TOT JOBOJILCTBOBAJICS JIUIIL ONEKIION Konuel. JInHb
LI3MHBYXKY [IOJIKEH HeHaBUIETh ero [0 IIIyOuHH gyin. [lake eciu y TOro He XBaTUIO OBl AyXY
OTpaBUTh (haBOPHUTA Cpenb Oefa [MHS, HUYEro XOPOIIero B 9TOM muaie TOYHO He Ovlto. [Ipu ogHOM
MBICJIM O CTPAHHOM IIPUTOPHOM 3amnaxe K ropiny lIsues K5 nogkaTteiBaia TOIIHOTA.

OuepenHoii BTSN Ha OPOKAIIYIO CIYKaHKY OBLI II0JTI0OH 6pe3rTuBOCTH. [lepxKaTh Ipu cefe Takyio
Iypy CMepPTEILHO OIAaCHO.

OH yxke coOupaJscs I03BaTh CTPaXKy U BHIIBHIPHYTH OEBKY BOH, KaK BAPYT V ABEpei pa3mancs
3BIYHBIM I'OJIOC €BHYyXa:

— HMMnepaTpuna noxanosant!

I8 K9 namenuncs B nune. OH PE3KHUM KeCTOM BeJI€JI CNTy2KaHKe ITOOHATHCA, IIOIIPAaBUJI CKIIagKU



XaJjiaTa ¥ IIPUTOTOBUJICS K BCcTpeye. Ha ero rybax TyT ke 3aurpasna 6e3ymnpedHas, KpoTKas yiIb0Ka,
HO BHYTPH BCE CXKaJ0oCh OT MPEJEeIbHOT0 HalpsKeHUS.

«CriepBa ITOI03PUTEINIbHOE 3€eJ1be, TETePh 3TOT BU3UT... UTO ThI 3amyMarl, JInHb LI3UHBYKNA?»

Tan 11310 HETOPOILIMBO EPECTYNUI opor. [TepBoe, Ha YTO ymas ero B3op, Oblla HETPOHYTAas HUata
Ha CTOJIMKE, OT KOTOPOM BCE ellle€ TIOJHUMAJICS TOHKUM ITapoK. B mylme oHOIIa 3110paffHO YCMEXHYJICS.

«Kak u oxugan — He IIPUKOCHYTICS».

JIuno Ta#n 11310, XpaHuBIIIEe TIeYaTh YTOHYEHHOM, HE3EMHOM KPAaCOTH], 0CTaBaIOCh 6€CCTPACTHHIM.

— 3pmopoB nu 671aToPORHbIHA CympyT III9HE? — HETPOMKO CIIPOCHII OH.

[IIsup K3 n3o06pa3un KpariHee CMyIlIeHUe U TOYTEHHE.

— Bnaronapfo 3a 3&60Ty, Barie BenuuectBo, MHE YZ&Ke ropa3ao JIydiie. Crpllllaji, Bac ToXe IMOJKOCHUII
HeOyrT, U 1 HUKAK He 0XKHOAJI, YTO BhI JIMYHO IIOYTHUTE MEHSA CBOUM IIPDHUCYTCTBUEM...

Tan 11310 TPOUTHOPUPOBAJI BEXKJIMBHIE U3TTUSHUS U CYyX0 IIPEPBa ero:

— [Touemy 1eKapCTBO HE BHIIIUTO?

Ero xonopHbIl, 6ecCcTpacTHHEIM TOH IIPO3By4Yas Kak npsiMou gorpoc. Cepate [Iaub K3 TpeBOKHO
3abunock. OH He 0XKHKIAJ OT BEYHO IIOKOPHOT'0 COIlepPHMKA TaKOM BIACTHOCTH U €lBa yAepKal Ha
JIUIle MacCKy BeKJIMBOCTH.

— Ilemo B TOM, 4YTO JIeKaph CYENT MO0 IIPOCTYNy HE3HAYUTEIbHON U PA3PeIInil TPeKPaTHTh IPUEM, —
KaK MOXKHO MST'4e OTBETHJI OH. — J[eBKa IIPOCTO MPOSIBHUIIA U3JIUIITHEE PBEHUE U CBAPHIA OTBAP II0
omuoke.

— Pa3 yx ero nmpuHecnu, He CTOUT IIEPEBOOUTE IIeHHBIE CHalo0bsI, — POBHLIM I'0JIOCOM IIpou3Hec TaH
I310. — Ilen.

[IIs#p K5 HEBOIBHO OTCTYMWII Ha Iar. HaTsHyTas yasl0Ka Ha ero JIuile IPo3ujia BOT-BOT BOSHUKHYTh
TPeIuHAMH.

— Ho...

CpenaB gBa mara Buepéq, Tad L[310 HETOPOIIJIMBO B3sJI MHAJTY CO CTOJIAa. B ero riasax 61ecHyn
OTIaCHBIM OTOHEK, a T'yOBl TPOHYJIa ejBa 3aMeTHas, Iyralas yCMellKa:



— Wnu T Xouerb, 4TOOEL g caM Tebs Hamoumn?

Ha nuue lsnue K3 npocTynun HenoamesabHbINA yXKac.

OH u momyMaThb He MOT, 4To JIuHb LI3UHBYKY 3aUOET TaK JalleKO ¥ PEIIUTCS Ha OTKPHITOE Hacunue!
OTa MsrKas yCMeIIKa B eTo Tjla3ax IpeBpaTUiIach B ocKaj 6e3:Kal0CTHOTO Majlaya, SBUBIIETOCS 3a
€ro OyIIOou.

«B oTBape TouyHO ! OH xoueT U30aBUTHCS OT MeHs M00BIM criocoOoM! Bcé cXomuTcsi: OH MOTEPSI
0J1arOCKJIOHHOCTh UMIIEpaTOpa U ITIOHUMAaEeT, YTO BEPHYTh €€ He CMOxKeT. Ecnu yOpaTh MeHSI, a BUHY
CBaJIUTh Ha KOTO-TO APYroro, riayneiid Aub KOiicioaHs IOBEPUT eMy... M ToTr[ia BCE BePHETCS Ha KPYTH
cBosi! Beb 3TOT HUYTOXKHBEIY YePBh [OITHE TOOBI CITYKUII JINIIL MOUM OJIEKIIBIM OTpazKeHueM!»

Ot atou Meicnu cnuHa 13Hs K3 MTHOBEHHO OKPHLIIACE I€OAHBIM IOTOM. OH XK€eCTOKO IIPOCYUTAJICH,
nocyuTaB JIuub LI3uHbUKY 6€3BpEeIHEIM U 3a0UTHIM conmepHUKOM. KTo OBl 3HaJI, YTO 3a 3TOU
KPOTOCTBIO CKPHEIBAETCSL CTOJIb KOBAPHBIN U XKECTOKUU yM!

Bups, uto TaH L[310 ¢ ranou B pykKax fenaeT K HeMy odepenHoi war, [IIsns K3 oT4assHHO METHYN
B3IJIA[ Ha CIIyT, IpUKa3biBasg HeEMe[JIeHHO 3BaTh UMIepaTopa. CaM ke OH U3SLIHEIM, 0Tpa00TaHHBIM
[IBUKEHUEM OIyCTUJICS Ha KojeHu. Ero ry0wl [POTHYNY, a IJla3a MTHOBEHHO HAIIOJIHUIIUCH ClIe3aMH.

— CkaxwuTe, Bamre BenmnuecTBo, — B3MOIHUICS OH, — B YEM MOS BUHA Iepejl BaMu? 3a YTO B TaK
MeHS HeHaBUOuTe?

Tan L1310 ocTaHOBUIICS.

— O yéM THI?

— 3aueM BHI 3aCTaBJiseTe MeHS MUTh 9T0 3enbe? — IlIaub K3 pemun uaTtu Ba-6aHK. — Mou Ciyru
BU[ENTM, KaK Balll 4eJI0BEK IMoAMella TyJa Hen3BeCTHOe BelecTBO. OTBeThTe, Baiie BenuuecTso,
YTO B 9TOH Iuane?

Tan LI3t0 cierka HaxMypuiics. Ha ero juiie mpoMenbKHYI0O MUMOJIETHOE 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBO, HO OH
IIPOMOJTYA.

OTa 3aMMHKa OKOHYaTeIbHO yoenuna [Ianb Ko B cBoel mpaBoTe. CTpax YCTYIIHII MECTO 37I0PAIHOMY
TOPKECTBY.

«IlycTtb 6ecuyetcs. Aup KOiicioans yKe monxKeH ObITh Ha IyTH ciofia. JInHb [[3MHBYKY CHITpa
Iep3Ko, HO Tyno. Kak TONMhKO UMIIepaTop YCIBIIUT MO 0OBUHEHHS, 3TOM TBApH HE CHOCUTH
TOJIOBBI!»



3amMeTuB, 4TO BpeMs yxomuT, TaH 1[310 HaXMypPHIICS ¥ Pe3KO0 IOJaJICs BIepen, HaMepeBasiCh CUION
BJIUTB KUIKOCTh €My B POT.

[IIsup K3 B sipocTu pBaHyscs B CTOpoHYy. CobpaB BCe CHUJIBI, OH HAOTMalllb yIapuI 110 IIuare.

Paspancs 3BOHKMIM, pe3KUM 1MeTY0K — TOHKUHM dapdop pasneresncs BOpeOe3ru, a TEMHLIHN, TaxXyunit
0TBap PaCTEKCS IO IoJy. B To Ke MTHOBEeHME OBEPU PACIaxHYIUCh, ¥ B IAJIaTH CTPEMUTEIIBHO
Bowen fup FOucoans.

YBupes nokposurerns, llaue K3 paspeigancs B rojoc. He mogHUMasCh C KOJIEH, OH IIOII0JI3 HABCTPEUy
VMMIIEPATOPY U C OTYasTHHBIM, IIOJIHEIM HEBEIHOCUMOM MYKU BOIIJIEM IIpUIIaj K ero HoraM:

— Bame Bennugectso!

OTOT IPOH3UTEJIbHBIN, UCTOIIHEIYA KPUK 3acTaBUll TaH 11310 BHyTpeHHe B3OPOrHYTh OT OTBPALIEHUS.

Otoponesmmi Aub KlicioaHb IIOCTIENTHO CKIOHUIICS K HEMY, KPEIIKO O0HSI U IIPUHSJICS
ycnokauBaTh. OTJISfieB [apuBIIKAY B KOMHATe 6eCIOpsAoK, OH HaXMyPUJICS:

— YT0 30€eCh MPOUCXOOUT?

Tan L3100 XPaHUJI TegsdHoe MOJI9aHue.

3ax1€0kIBASICh CIIe3aMM M ApoxKa BceM TesnoM, 11Isub Ko mponemneTart:

— I/IMHepanI/IHa... OH IIOACHITNIA] YTO-TO B MOE JIEKapPCTBO. A IMOYyAJl HEeJIaAHOEe XU OTKa3aJICA IIUTh, d
OH... OH IIBITAJICS BIUTH €TI0 MHE CHJIOMH!

WmMmepaTop He cpa3y 0CO3HAJ BeCh yxKac 00BuHeHUs. C HeJOBEPUEM M HapacTaOUIMM I'HEBOM OH
IOMOT (haBOPUTY MOTHSATHCS, @ 3aTeM MEMJIEHHO TIOBEPHYJICS K CYIPYTY:

— LI3uHbYKY, — BEITOBOPUJI OH TJIYX0, — YTO THI IIOMeEIIal B 0TBAp?

Tan 11310 3aMep. Ero ry0Orl 6€33By4HO IIeBEIbHYINCH, HO OH TAK HUYETro U He IPOU3HEC.

JIuiio uMIepaTopa OKOHYATEIHHO II0CYPOBETIO.

— BrI3BaTh Nekapsi! — mporpeMernt ero npukas. — [IyCTh TPOBEPUT 3ejIbe Ha !

CnoBo «sig» Mpo3By4aso momo6Ho rpoMy cpenu sicHoro HeOa. Tax 11310 efBa 3aMeTHO B3[POTHYT U



BCKHUHYIJI I'OJIOBY. B ero monrom, IIPOH3UTEJIbPHOM B3IJIsiJ€ OTPA3UJIOCh TaKO€ T'OPRKOE Pa3049YapOBaHue,
yT0 dHb HOlicioaHs Ha MTHOBEeHHE omnemnnl. OgHaKo, He [aB roCygapro OIIOMHUTHCS, IOHOIIIA
OTBEPHYIJICA, IIPAYa JINIIO B TEHU.

Bckope B manaTh BOeKasl IPUOBOPHEIA 1eKapb. OMyCTHUBINNCH Ha KOEHHU Iepef IyXKulled Ha Moy,
OH OCTOPOKHO BIOXHYJI IIap, ONYCTUII B TEMHYIO XKUIOKOCTh CEPEOPSIHYIO UTIy U, TIATEIbHO U3YUUB
eé, OObABUIN:

— Bame BenuuecTBo, sila B OTBape HeET.
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