Iaoc TsxKem0 B3MOXHYJI, OTJIOXKWII B CTOPOHY HENOEeHHYIO JIETIEIIKY U IIOAXBATHII CTapUKa,
KOTOPHIH, 3a/TMBAsICh CII€3aMH, TOTOB OBIJT yIIaCTh Ha KOJIEHH.

— Pa3 yx g mpuiien, To HeIIpeMeHHO [0Beay Aesio [0 KoHna. He BonHyWTECH, yBaKaeMbld. OgHAKO
CJlydayl 3TOT U3 PsAfa BOH BHIXOOALIUN. Y MeHS AYPHOEe IPEeqYyBCTBHUE, CIIOBHO S 30€Ch U T'OJIOBY
cnoxy. Ecnu co MHOM 4TO-TO CITy4uTCs, 0053aTENIbHO II030BUTE MOoero cTapuiero 6parta! Ero
TI0O3HAHUS B JAOCCKOM MCKYCCTBe ITTy00OKH, OH HEIIPEeMEHHO CHUMET 3TO MPOKJIsiTHe. MiHave, ecu 3Ta
TBapb BEIOEPETCS U3 IepPeBHU, OHA NMpuHeceT Gefbl BceMy MUPY. HacTaHyT TeMHbIe BpeMeHa, U 3eMIIS
npeBpatutcs B an! Torga Haia 60psba ¢ HEYHUCTHIO TIOTEPSIET BCIKUM CMBICIT.

YcnbiaB 3T0, CTapuK CHOBa pa3phifasics. Bcio XXKKU3Hb OH OT/IMYAICS KOOPEIM CEpAIEM U He MOT
PaBHOMYILIHO CMOTPETh, KaK JII0OYU YXOOAT U3 XKU3HU NIPSIMO Y Hero Ha riasax. CyioBa maoca,
ITPO3BYyYaBIIKE KaK IIPeICMEePTHOE HAMyTCTBHUE, GOIBHO 0TO3BAKUCh B €ro ayIine. CTapuk CxXKal pyKu
B IIOYTHUTENILHOM KECTe U HU3KO IOKJIOHUICS.

— Bemnukoe {erno BepIuTe, TOCIOAKH. S OT Nulla BCeX XKUTEeJeH Halllel IepeBHU OG1aromapio Bac,
nmpeMHoro 61arogapio!

Ilaoc nuIe OTMaxHyJICA:

— IlycTtaku. A Tenepbs — 3allpuTe ABEePU HAKPEIKO, HU 3BYKa He JOJIXKHO AOHOCUTHCA U3 JoMa!
Cka3zaB 9T0, OH B3MaxHYJI pyKaBaMHU ¥ yOanuicd. Y BOPOT OePEeBHU Ja0C IIPUHSJICS He CIIella
PacCTaBIATh a/iTaph ¥ YEPTUTD TanucMaHhl. 2KesTele 6yMazKHBIE TOJIOCKHA B3METHYJIUCH BEICOKO B
Bo31yx. CTapocTa, MPUJILHYB K IIeIU B ABEPH, YKPaaKoii Habmogan 3a HuM. Ha GyMare BUgHETUCDH

CTPaHHBIE TTMCbEMEHA, BEIBENEHHEIE KDUBBEIMU KPACHBIMHU IMHUAMUN — CIIJIOIIb YKA3EI U 3aKIIMHAHU .
prnHO OBIIIO IIOHATSH, KpaCKOfI HIJIX KPOBBIO OHM HAIITMCAHEI, HO IIBET UX OBLIT IIyrawiule sipKuM.

Iaoc BOCKYPHII TPpHU 01arOBOHHEIE TIaJIOYKH, IIOYTUTEJIBHO YCTAHOBHUII UX Ha aJITape, a 3aTeéM 3aKPHhIJI
T'Jla3a 1 CeJI B O3y JIOTOCa.

3akphIBauTe ABepu!

CrapocTa IMOCIIeIIHO 3aXJIONHYJ MPHUOTKPHITYIO ABEPD, 60Ch U3MaTh XOTh IOPOX. B Ty HOYL OH
3aCHYJI TPEBOXKHBEIM CHOM, HO BAPYT IIPOCHYJICS OT CTPAHHOTO 3ByKa. THK-TaK, TUK-TaK — CJIOBHO
noxnb 3abapabanui mo Kphime. CTapocTa MTHOBEHHO TIPHUIIEN B ce0s U IIPUIIET B HEOTTHCYEMBIN
BOCTOPT.

Heyxenu goxns?

OH BCKOYUB C KPOBATH. Ero xena IIPpOTEpJIia I''lta3a U CIIPOCHIIA, YTO CIIYYHJIIOCE. CTapOCTa PadoCTHO
COOGH.II/IJ'I, 4YTO, KaXKeTCs, IIOIIEeJI O02XKOb, B He IIepeCTaBall BOCXUIAThECA:

— ITOT faoc ¢ ropsl JIyHXy ¥ BIPsIMb MacTep CBOero fenal



OT oXBaTHUBIIETO €T0 BO30YyKIEeHUs CTapocTa 03abbll Bce HacTaBleHus faoca. OH CyHYI HOTHU B
00yBb ¥ TIOTSHYJCS K OKHY, YTOOHBI BRITJISHYTh HAPYXKY.

Ckpur.

CTOuI0 MPUOTKPHITL CTBOPKY, KaK I'PSIHYJI I'POM, U sIpKas BCIIBIILIKa 6eJIoro cBeTa mpopesana ThMY,
0Tpa3uBILINCH B OKHe. CTapocTa B UCITyTe OTIPSHYJI, TAXKeJ0 Obla. CHapyKu JIUJT IPOJIMBHOM
moxkpb. Kannu npocaunBanuch gaxe CKBO3b e B ABepu. CTapocTa pagoCTHO MOAyMal, YTo
Teleph YpoxKaii B 1ojie OyOeT cliaceH OT 3aCyXH.

['poxor!

CHoBa ymapui rpoM. CTapocTa BTIIsSesCS B TEMHOTY 3a [IBepPbI0, HO HUYETo He yBUmen. TyT oH
BCIIOMHMJI, YTO [Aa0C CTPOT0-HACTPOT0 3aMpemniaa OTKPLIBATE IBEPH ¥ OKHA, ¥ MTOCIIEIIHO 3aIlep UX
cHoBa. OH yter 00paTHO B IIOCTeIb, 60pMOYa MMpo ceds:

— Taxol cunbHBEIY JTHBEHb, HHTEPECHO, THe ceiyac gaoc? [TpoMok, He6och. 3aBTpa HYXKHO OyHeT Kak
clenyeT ero oTO/IarogapuTh...

OH npoBanuicsd B COH, ¥ BCKOPE I10 KOMHaTe pa3Heccs ero xparl.

['poxor!

OuepenHoit pacKaT IpoMa 03apuI KOMHATY, U GeJlblil CBET, MPOMAs CKBO3b OyMary Ha OKHe,
OTpA3UJICS Ha JIHIle TIePenyraHHoM XKeHbl CTapoCTH. Korya cTapocTa OTKpPEIBAI OKHO, OH HUYEro He
3aMeTHIT U3-3a STPKOU BCIIHIIIKY, HO €r0 JXKeHa, JIeXKaBIliast JINIIOM K OKHY, YBUIETIA BCE.

Benblii CBET BRICBETHII IBA CUITY3Ta 3a CTEKJIOM. OOUH ITOXOAUT Ha YeJI0oBeKa, APYro ObLII... IIyTarole
orpoMHEIM. OHH BIJIOTHYIO IIPHKAIKCh K OKHY, CJIOBHO 3arJIsIIbIBaid BHYTPh! A 3ByKH, ITOX0XKKeE Ha
TI/Ta4 BIIEPEMEIIKY CO CMEXOM, MOHOCUIMChH HUMEHHO OT HUX.

Xu-Xu-Xxu-Xu1, Xa-xa-xa-xa!

bepncTBre-3710 He UCYE3II0 C MOSABIIEHHEM Jaoca. PaHHUM YTPOM B OM€ CTAaPOCTEI PAa3alINCh KPUKH.
310 KpHr4dajla HeBECTKa. Ona IIPUTOTOBMIIA 3aBTPAK U 3Bajla CBEKPaA CO CBEKPOBBIO, HO B OTBET —
THIIWHA. HOCKOHLKY OHa XKHUJIa BO @nnrene, TO CHa4aJla IIOCTy4aJla B 3aHee OKHO. Hecxkomnbko pa3
II03BaJia, HO B KOMHATE OBIJIO THXO, CJIOBHO JIIOOU OTJIOXJIH.

Heyxenu cnsiT Tak Kpenko?

2KeHIIMHY 0XBaTUJIO COMHEHME, XOTS OHA U He JyMalia O IJI0XOM. MoXXeT, CTapuKu BYepa YTOMUIUCH
U cusAT 6e3 3agHUX HOT? A TO, YTO OHU y2Ke BCTa/IX U BHIIIIM — HeBO3MOxkHO. OHa BCcTana



CIIO3apPaHKYy, €Ile B IIOJIOBHHE IISATOT0, X1 JO CaMOI'0 MOMEHTA, KOTr'Ja ITOIIJIa X GYJII/ITB B IIOJIIIIECTOT O,
HHUKTO U3 JOMa HE BBEIXOOHII.

HeBecTka He cTaja 6oJblile TafiaTh, IPUCeNa y ey U 3apeMalia, PeLIuB faTh CTapuKaM IIOCHATh
noposibie. Ho K IOJIOBHHE BOCBMOT'O IPOCHYJICS faXKe CHIH CTAPOCTHI, @ B KOMHATE POOUTENIEH T10-
IpexHeMy He ObI7I0 Hu 3ByKa. OHU 3Bajld UX JONT0, HO HUKTO HEe 0TBeTU/. CyIpyTrH MeperiasHyUCh,
TIOYYBCTBOBaB HeloOpoe.

OHu pacnaxHyIu IBEpb — U B HOC yapui XKyTKUX 31I0BOHHBIYM 3anax! CelH 3aKajl HOC U, YBUOEB Ha
KPOBaTH OYyepTaHUs QUTYPHI, 3aBEPHYTOU B OHESJI0, TOHSJI: CIIyYuI0Ch cTpammHoe. OH IofoIIesn K
IIOCTEJIU ¥ PHIBKOM OTKUHYJ TKaHb.

B crmemytornyio CeKyHIy ero CTOITHHIIO MIPSIMO Ha 1o, HeBecTka, yBUIEB COCTOSTHAE Mya, B TPEBOTE
3arysiHy/la B KOMHATY, ¥ OT YBUOEHHOTO ee AyIla yIija B maTKXA. Ha KpoBaTu jexkanu gBa TPyIa.
XoTs TpymaMu WX Ha3BaTh OBIJIO TPYAHO — CKOpee, HCCOXIue MyMuu. Kyda THUIOIKUX KOCTEH,
TIOXO0KMX Ha KJI0Ybs BaTHI, OblIa pa30pocaHa I10 IIOCTEJH, IUIIb OTAaJIeHHO HallOMUHas
yeJioBeYecKne oCTaHKH. C KOCTeH COYHIach YepHas XKUOKOCTh, IIPOIUTABINAS IPOCTHHN, 1 UMEHHO
OT HUX UCXOMUJ 9TOT HEBHIHOCUMEIN cMpaf. CTapuku ObiTyd OYKBabHO MCCYIIEHEI, BCS UX XXKU3HEHHAS
cuia OblIa BBHITUTA.

CrIH cTapoCTHI, TpeOrIBasi B OLleTIEHEHUY, IIPUHSJICS COOMpATh OCTaHKU popuTesieil. Pyku ero
npoxanu. HeBecTka, HECMOTPS Ha TOIIHOTY, TOMoraja MyXy. [IpurnsigeBIIuch, OHa IpUIa B elle
Gornpimui ykac. Teno cBekpa ele MOKHO ObIJIO OTI03HATh, BEIPAXKEHUE JIUIA eT0 OBUIO CIIOKOMHBIM,
CJIOBHO OH yMep Bo cHe. Ho y CBeKpoBH He ObIJIO KOXKU Ha JIUIle — OHO OBIJIO 3a/IUTO KPOBHIO, OYATO
ee Cofpasny XuBbeM. ['TTa3HUIE 3USIIM YEPHBIMU OBIPAMHU, BOKPYT HUX BUTHEUCE TTTyO0KHUe
TPEIIUHb, 00HAXKUBIIKE OEIEI0IIyI0 KOCTb.

Ei# BripBanu ria3al HeBecTka Oblyia yBepeHa: CBEKPOBh YMHUpasia B CTPAIIHEIX MyKaX. JIUIlo ee GbII0
MCKaXXeHO IpUMacoil HeueJI0Be4eCKOro yxKaca, PoT IIKXPOKO PaCKpPHIT, CJIOBHO OHa YBHUeEsIa HEUTO
HeBhIpa3uMo XKyTKoe. OHa IBHO He XkKejana Takou ydactu! 2KeHIllMHa He 3Haia, 4YTO 3TO JIUIIb
3aKOHOMEPHBIN UTOT HapYIIEHUS 3allpeTa, HaJI0XKEHHOT0 Ha UX CEMBIO.

CMepTh CTAapOCTHL CTalla OIPOMHEIM IOTpsiceHueM. Bckope BecTh 06eTesna BCIO IepeBHI0. Jlonu
TiepeaBaliy ee u3 yCT B yCTa, HO MHOTHE He Bepuiu. Kak MOr 3MOpoBEIA, yBazKaeMHbIi CTapoCTa,
KOTOPBIY He MUJT BOAH! U3 IIPOKJISITOr0 KOJIOAIA U He O0Ies], BHE3AITHO YMEPETh?

OHY TONMaM¥ ITOBAJIUIHN K OMY CTapOCTHI, OKPY2KUB €T0 MJIOTHHEIM KOJIBI[OM. W NHIIs KOTa yBUAETH
CBIHA B TPAYPHOU OfeKMe, BOJIOKYIIETO ABa I'poba, ¥ HEBECTKY C MIOPTPETOM IOKOWHHIX B PyKaXx,
0CO3Ha/H MpaBay. JIIoau TPUXOOUIK BEIPa3uTh cobone3noBanus. CTapocta OB JOOPEIM YETI0BEKOM:
BCIO XXM3Hb TPYAUIICS, HU C KM He CCOPHIICS, BCerma myMait o 6jare ogHocenb4aH. [Tomoran
HYXKIAIOIUMCS, JeJIUIICS 3ePHOM U BOfiol. Ero Bce 3HAIM KaK YILI0YMBOTO, ITPUBETIIMBOI'O CTAPHUKA,
C KOTOPBIM JTIOOMIM UTPATh NETH.

Temneps, Korma ero He CTaJo, KAXK/IbIA CYeIT JOJTOM IIPOBOJUTE €TI0 B MOCIIETHUN IYTh. XOTh OH ¥ OBIIT
B IIPEKJIOHHEBIX TOflaX, CMEPTh €T0 OblJla HAaCUJIbLCTBEHHOM. 10 IepeBeHCKOMY 06bIuat0, Tejla YMEePIINX



He CBOEH CMEepPThI0 HYKHO XOPOHHUTD B TOT XK€ [IeHb, He NOKHU/AsACh TPeX NHel, 4ToOh n36exarh
OCKBEpHEHHMS TPYIa. B TOT Xe meHb HeCKOJILKO KPEIKKX IapHel OTHEC/IM Tejla Ha 3a[HI0I Topy U
3aXOPOHMIIH.

Tam MosIBUJICS HOBBLIM XOJIMUK.

[Toce MOXOPOH IO BCIIOMHHIHU O la0Ce, KOTOPOI'0 IMPHUIJIACKI CTapocTa. Pa3 oH morud, 3HAYMT,
BencTBue-310 He ObII0 yCcTpaHeHO. Heyxkenmu 3TOT gaoc, MOHSB, YTO He CIIPABUTCS, TPOCTO 3abparn
OeHbr'u U chexkan?

Hckarts ero!

Kutenu OJePeBHHU, OXBa4YE€HHEBIE€ THEBOM, IIPOYECEIBAIIA KaXK bl YT'OJIOK. HakoHer, KTO-TO KPUKHYII,
4yTO Haiten ero! Tomnma 6pOCI/IHaCB TyHOa, HO, YBUOEB, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT O4A0Ca, JIIOX B Y2Kace
IIOIIATHUIINCH Ha3a[. erHKI/Ie IMapHU OPO2KAJIF, HE TOBOPA Y2Ke O XKEHIIWHaX U OeTAX. HeKOTOpBIe
XKEeHIMWHEI 3aKPEIBAJIX OETAM I'Jla3ad, d UHbIE€ ITaJdaJIi B 06M0p0K.

[TpuunHOM TaKOro yXKaca OBUI Jaoc, JiexkaBIni B KaHaBe. OT HEro ocTascs JIUIIb TOPC —
KOHEYHOCTH OBLIIM OTCEUYeHHl. B rpynu 3usia orpoMHas AbIpa, lepexonsuias B OPIOIIHY0 I0JI0CTh —
BHYTDPU Bce ObLIO BEIUUINEHO. ['0710Ba Ucye3na, a Kpas paHbl Ha Iee ObIIM PBAHBIMU ¥ KPOBABLIMH.
Y3HaTh B 9TOM CyIIeCTBe faoca yAaI0Ch JIUIIb 10 KJIOYbSIM OfleKObl, Pa30pOCaHHEIM BOKPYT — 3TO
OB TOT CaMBIM Hapsa, B KOTOPOM OH IIPUILEN BUepa.

— He6o pemuio mory6uts Hamry gepeBHIo L[3emmn! — mpocToHa CTapuK, INsas B He6O.

Jliomelt oxBaTuiIa MaHuKa. 2KuTenu pa3bexkaauch 1o [oMaM, Har/IyXo 3aKphIBasi IBEPU U OKHA,
CTapasch He OCTABUTh HU eOuHOM 1enid. OHU IBITaIUCh TPOTUBOCTOSATh beICTBIIO-3/Ty CBOMMU
CHJIAMHM, HO He TIOHKWMAJIH, YTO C TAKOW CHUJION He CIIPABUTHCS.

W melcTBUTENHHO, Ha CEAYIOMINH IeHb CHOBA OBIIIN KEePTBHL.
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