— V¥-y-y, KaK Xe XKalko... Y-a-a! —

IeBylKa cumena Ha MOJy, IOOkKaB HOTH, U, 00XBaTUB PyKaMu PYJIOH 6yMaKHHIX ITOJTOTeHell, He
OTPHIBAsICh CMOTpEJIa B 9KpaH TeleBu3opa. E€ rima3a mokpacHenu OT CI€3, a B OBUKEHUSIX
YyBCTBOBAJIOCh HEIIYTOYHOE YIIPSIMCTBO: Ka3aJioCh, OHA HE YCIIOKOUTCS, TOKA He U3BENET BECh
PYJIOH.

— Bax-6ax! —

— 113gH FO3! Trl yero cpenu HOYHM BoelIb? ECIM KTO yCIBIIINUT, TIOgyMaeT, 4YTo y Hac TyT Cagako
3aBenach! 2K1BO BEIK/II0Yal CBET U ClaTh! —

[leByllIKa IIMBITHYJIa HOCOM ¥ KPUKHYJIa B CTOPOHY [ABEPU:

— 3Hamw, MmaMm! UK... g ceityac, yxke JT0XKyCh! —

YcnpimaB, YTO 3a ABEPBIO CTUXJIO, OHA MOMHSIACh, YTOOR BHIKITIOUHUTh CBET, HO HE yCIlesa Jaxke
KOCHYTBCS BHIKJII0YaTesIsl, Kak B KOMHATe BHE3aITHO CTaJI0 TEMHO.

— O#, cBet BripyOunu. Hy 1 nagHo, cnaTh Tak cnaTh. — [Ipo60pMOTaB 3TO, OHa Ha OLIyIhb
HalpaBUJIach K KpoBaTH, HO He yCIiesla COeflaTh U Mapkl IIaroB, Kak €€ ocjienusa spKas BCIIIIIKA.

Korpa oHa oTKpHUIa ria3a, 00CTaHOBKa KOMHATHL McYe3iia. BOKpyT ObII0 JIUIIH ITyCTOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO,
HaIOJIHeHHOe UKU(POBLIMY ITOMEXaMH, a TIepef Hell mapuiia cBeTsAmasics 6aboyka.

— Heyxenu... 0T HeoCHIIa HaYalKuCh raJIIOLAHAIIMN? — MIeBYIIKa OlllapallleHHO YCTaBUIach Ha
KPOIIIeYHOE CO3[IaHue.

IyxoBHas 6abouka:

— 91, yero 3acThta? IIpoCcHUCH, JeBoYKa! Y MeHs TYT ecTh 3afaHue, KOTopoe Tebe HYKHO
BBITIOJTHUTD. —

[13a1 KO3 mrpoKo pacraxHylia Ija3a:

— Ipu-npuBupenue? HeT, He MOXKeT OBITH! —

— Hukakoe s He mpuBugenue. d — CucTeMa, 4TO-TO BPOAE TeX, YTO OIMUCHIBAIOT B POMAaHAX O
nepeMeleHusIX Mexny Mupamu. TeOs BEIOpaiIy, Tak 4YTo Tenepb Oymelns paboTaTh CO MHOM, —
nosicHuna 6aboyka.

1135t O3 HaxMypuiaach, COBEPIIEHHO He TOHUMAs MPOUCXOISIIEr0:

— YT0... YTO THI HECELIL? —



IyxoBHas 6abouyka 3aKpyxKuiach BOKpyr LI3sH FOa:

— Tebe HyKHO TIOTPY3UTHCS B CIOKETHYIO UCTOPUIO M TIOMYTHO BHIIIOJIHUTH HECKOJIBKO 3aflaHUN. —
Haxe 11311 KO3, npouyuTaBiliasgd HEMaJI0O POMaHOB 0 IlepeMelleHusIX, He MOrjla 0CO3HaTh, YTO
IIPOUCXOOUT.

— He xouy, He noupy. K ToMy Xke, s Beb He yMepia!l —

Babouka mpu 9TUX CJI0Bax Iapy pa3 B3MaxHyJa KPEIJIbIMH, Ka3alioch, OHa Oblla JOBOIbHA OTBETOM
Lz3sau HO3.

— Twt mpaBa! Ho oTka3aThcs Henb3s. A mpocTo yBemoMmisio Te6si. K ToMy ke, s IpuIliyia Ha 30B TBOeH

OmepPXKUMOCTH. —

— IIa nagHO, Cephe3HO0? JTO ellé U MPUHYAUTENbHO? W Kakas ellé ogepkuMocth? — 1[3sgH KO3 Onina
B 3aMellaTeIbCTBe.

— Hy na! TBos omepKUMOCTh IIepCOHAXKAMU CIOXKeTa IIpUBJIeKa MeHs. MOXKHO cKa3aTh, s [IPUIllia
Tebe IoOMOYb, — HEeBUHHO 0TO3Bajlach 0abouka.

— ...Ecnu 9T0 cunTaeTcs 0epKUMOCTEIO, TO TIOYEeMy pPaHbllle, KOTAa g 110 HO4aM CMOTpeJia BUAEO,
MHE He BBIlTafazo TakKou ygayu? —

IyxoBHas 6abouka:

— B03MOXKHO... HEIOCTATOYHO CUIbHAS OJEePKUMOCTL? —

— ...7! — IIzau KO3 He cTana cnoputh. OHa TO I CMUPWIACh, TO JIX IPOCTO pellnjia MyCTUTh BCE Ha
CaMOTEK, HO TYT XKe 0 YEM-TO 3agyMaach:

—A. —

He ycnena oHa oroBOpuUTh, Kak 6abouka nepebua e€:

— He Goticst, THI BEPHENILCST. —

— Ho... —

IyxoBHas 6abouka:

— Tl He yMpéb, s 6yny Tebs 3alluiaTh. —

— Ho... —



HyxoBHas 6abouka:

— Ycnokoiics, 3TO He 3aiMET MHOTO BpEMEHU. —

IyxoBHas 6abouka:

— M? I[ToueMy MOTYHUIIL? —

—4qd..—

— Oi, ma 4To THI Takas O0nTNIMBasi? XBaTUT PA3BOOUTE IeMaroruio, HaunHaeMm! — He moxumasich
peaknuu, 6ab04Ka OKyTaja €€ OCJIeIUTEIbHBIM CBETOM.

— ...11?? — nogymarna nipo ce6s L1351 FOa. (Thl BCE cKa3asia caMa, a MHe U CJIOBa BCTABUTh He faja!
TrI BooOIIIE B CBOEM yME? —)

Benast BCIIBIIIKA, ¥ BOT OHA CHOBA OTKPHIBAET TIila3a. [lepen Hel nuinb OeckpaiHss Oeas IyCcTOTa,
IyTaroIas CBOeH MyCTHIHHOCTHIO.

— [I3biHB! [T0OpOo moXKanoBaTh B Mup CMepTenbHOIM UTPH, ManeHbKul X03guH! Mbl HaunHaeM Hallly
HaCHIIIEeHHYI0 U SIPKYIO XXKU3Hb, TH pafa? — babouka BHIT/ISIgeNIa OYeHb JOBOJILHOM, €€ TOJI0C 3ByYall
JIETKO U BECETIO.

[13an KO3 cmoTpena Ha 3Ty 6enu3Hy, ciymias KakKoh-TO HEBHSTHBIM 1IyM, JOHOCHUBIIUKCS OTOBCIOTY.
E€ BHyTpeHHee HefoyMeHUe OBIIO He IlepefaTh CI0BaMH.

— 3Haelllb, MHe KaXeTcs, Thl CIIpaBUiIachk ObI C 3afaHUsIMHU TTy4ille MeHs. [louemy Ovl TeOe He crenaTh
3TO CaMOU? —

(— Xo3smH, ocTopoxHO! Bonk! —)

BmecTo 0TBeTa OHa ycbimana Kpuk. O6epHYBIIUCE, OHA YBUEIa OTPOMHOI0 BOJIKA, TPECTIEAYIOIIET0
IOHOIITy, KOTOPHIH 6exKajl mMPsMO B €€ CTOPOHY!

— Ila TBOIO X...! —

IToxk HE yCIiieJlI CMEHUTBCSA OCO3HAHKEM, KdK Te€JIO CaMO COPBAJIOChE C MeCTa.

(Cucrema, cuctema! Yto 910 32 uépT? TH K€ TOBOPHUJIA, YTO 3[IeCh HET OmacHocTe! A 9To 4T0? JTO
XKe Bonk! Hacrosamui Bonk!) — YenoBeueckuu MOTEHIMAN AEUCTBUTEILHO PAaCKPHIBAETCS B MOMEHTHI



omacHocTu. Horu Hecnu eé Bnepéx[, IIOKa MO3T YMYOPAJICA BECTH OUAJIOT C Cucremon.

(Bcé B mopsimke, X035iMH, TPOCTO Oeru, oH Te0sT He YKYCUT!)

Bunsi, 4To BonK nouTtyu Hacturaet e€, LI3au H03 yxe Obl10 He 10 pa3rOBOPOB — OHAa U30 BCEX CHUII
IIPUITyCTHIa BIEDEN.

Korpa oHa yXke pellniia, 4To ei KOHell, ¢ Heba CIIyCTUIICS IOHOIIa B GeJIbIX ofeKaX B HallMOHAIbHOM
ctune. C Me4oM B PyKaX OH IIPUHSIT 00 U 4epe3 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUU PACITPABUIICS C BOJIKOM.

(9T0... 9TO XKe TIaBHBLIM Tepoy, BepHO? TaKo! CUNIbHBEIM, TOYHO I'JIaBHBINA repoit!)

3sx O3, OIMupPasaCh Ha JEePEeBO, TAKEJIO OhIIIala. OHa BUfeNna, KakK YeJI0BEeK B 0€I0M MOIOIIEN K
IOHOIIIE, KOTOPOT'0 TOJIBKO 4YTO IIPpeCiiegoBall BOJIK... ¥ IIPU2KAJl €T0 K nepeBy!?

(1? M? O#, a 3T0... KaK0e-TO CTpaHHOe YyBCTBO [€XKaBI0.)
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