— BpoBcTByOIIas uMnepaTpuiia mpuokial

9TOT BO3TrJIacC MPO3BYyYast Mogo0HO yapy IpoMa, BMUT Pa3pyIIUB TAKEYI0 U HalPSIKEeHHYI0
atMocdepy B Telbx 0K0gX. Pyka Cs0 Us, mexasinas Ha nagoHu Ce LIuHBSIHS, CyAOPOXKHO
c’Kanach, a 3aTeM OBICTPO pa3xKajach. BylIyiolnyie B ero ria3ax ya3BUMOCTh U XKaxkaa yOulcTBa
OTXJIBIHYJIH, CJIOBHO OTJIMB, OCTABUB I10CIIe Ce0s UL O€3MOHHYI0 NeOTHYI0 MyUYnHY.

OH BHIIPSIMUIICS, PACIIPABUB IIJIEYH, U XOTS 9TO OBUKEHUE 3aCTAaBUJIO XOJIOMHBIMA ITOT BEICTYIUTE Ha
€r0 BUCKAaX, UMIIEPATOPCKOE BEIUYNE BEPHYIIOCH K HEMY, HECsT ¢ CO00i MpeaIyBCTBUE
HafBUTaloIeNcs Oypu.

Ceppue IIsHb AHA TOXKe ywUIIo B IATKU. Ta, 4To U3 ABopua LIbIHNUH... HakoHeU-To npuiia!l Ox
IIOCIIEITHO OIyCTHUJI PECHULIBI, CKPBIBas BCe SMOIMY U BHOBB IIpeBpAIllasiCh B TOIO0 CaMOI0
00J1e3HEHHOTO ¥ TUXOTO I'OCIIOANHA MUH-U, KOTOPHIM STKOOB HUUEro HE CMBLICIIUT B ITPOUCXOOSIIEM
BOKDYT.

Tsi3Keple CTBOPKY IBEPEM C IMOKJIOHOM PaCIlaXHY/d eBHYXU, U B KOMHATY MeJJIEHHO BIIJIBIT apOMaT
caHflajia, CMEIIaHHBIN C XOJIOOHBEIM 3allaxoM CJIMBhL. BIOBCTBYIOIas UMIepaTpHIla BOIINa,
o0ayeHHast B TEMHO-(HOIETOBOE IIJIaThe C Y30POM U3 JIOTOCOB ¥ HAKUIKY M3 MeXa YepHOM Nuckl. Ee
BOJIOCHI OBITT BBICOKO YJIOXKEHBI M YKPAIIeHKl 3aKOJIKOM B BHJIE IEBITUXBOCTOTO (GeHUKCA U
HECKOJIBKUMHY cepeOpsHBIMHU IofBecKaMu. Ee ocanka Oblyta 6e3ympeyHa, JTUI0 BEIPaXKaio
671arOCKJI0HHOCTD, U JIUIIIb TTy0OOKKe MOPIIUHE Y T'J1a3 BhIABaIM BIIACTHOCTD ¥ XKU3HEHHBIH OIBIT
YyeJioBeKa, JOJIroe BpeMsi IpeOhIBaloIIero Ha BepIInHe BlacTU. B pyKax oHa MefijIeHHO nepebuparna
rIagKue YeTKU U3 CaHOaJI0BOTO JlepeBa.

— HWmMnepaTtop, — BOoBcTByIomas MMIepaTpulila HeCIIEIIHO BOIIIJIA B TIOKOU, ee TOJI0C 3ByYall MATKO,
C HOTKaM¥ YMECTHOM 3a00THl. — [[0 MEHsI IOLUIH CIIyXH, YTO Thl PaHEH B Pe3yJIbTaTe MOKYIIeHUs. 5
MecTa cebe He HaX0xXKy OT TpeBoru. Tebe cTajo nmy4iie?

Ee B3rnsm cHavasa 3afiepkascs Ha cierka OnemroM muile Csio Us ¢ MaTepPUHCKOM HEXKHOCTHIO, a
3aTeM CJIOBHO HeB3Ha4dal CKOJIb3HYJI 10 CKJIOHUBIIEeMY royioBy Ce LluabgHO. Ee rita3a ocTaBaauch
CIIOKOMHBIMU ¥ 6e3pa3nuyHbIMU, OYOTO OHA CMOTpesia Ha 0ecIione3Hbll IpeaMeT HHTephepa.

Csio Ys He BCTaJ1, TUIIb CJIeTKa KUBHYJI, & B €T0 I'0JI0Ce IIPO3Bydalld HOTKY BEIBEPEHHOM Cc1aboCcTu U
TIOYTEHUS:

— Brarogapio MaTyuiky 3a 6€CIOKONCTBO. ITO CyIast MeIoYb, HEOOCTOWHAS TOT0, YTOOH TPEBOKUTD
BAlll TOKOX. BUHOBAT, YTO 3aCTaBUJI Bac BOJHOBaThCSA. — OH cHenan kKecT pykou: — I[Tpormy,
IPUCSIBTE.

Cny:aHKU TYT e MOJICTaBUJIK CTYJI U3 CAHOAJIOBOTO flepeBa C MATKOW Map4Y0BOM MOMYIIKOM.
BroBcTByIoIIas uMIepaTpulia Ipaliiio3H0 OMYyCTHJIACh Ha HETo, He CBOAs rya3 ¢ Cso Ya:

— Memoub? Kak ke Tak, BeOb MHE I0JI0KHUJIU, UTO 3TO OBUI TOT CaMBIN 3710BelIui PoChHOPHBIA OTOHL?



Tel — uMIEpPATOP, OT TBOETO 3TOPOBHS 3aBUCUT CyAbba CTPaHH], KAaK MOXKHO OTHOCUTHCST K 9TOMY TaK
JIETKOMEBICTIEHHO? YeM BooOIle 3aHUMaeTCs MMrepaTopcKkasi MEOUIIMHCKAS aKageMus?

B ee ToHe CKBO3MJIO HCKPEHHEE HETONOBAHUE, CIIOBHO OHA Obl/la BCTPEBOKEHHOM MaTephIo.

— AkageMus chefnajia BCe BO3MOXKHOE, MaTyIIKa, He CTOUT 6ecroKouThCsi, — Cs10 U3 0TBETHIT POBHO,

HO ero B3TJISA[I, OCTPHIN, KaK ¥ COKosa, 0e3 Tpyda ylaBIuBall Kaxkaoe MUMOJIETHOe IBUXKEHME Ha JIUIIe
roCcThH. — BoJbllle MEHS TPEBOXKMUT APYroe: Kak B IIyOuHe ABOpIIa, ox HocoM y camoro CriHa Heba,

CMOTJIM OKa3aThCsl CTOJIb KECTOKKe YOUMIIH, [la elle U IpHMeHUBIINe I0KHbIe aabl! [Toxoxke, PUIIIO0
BpeMs YCTPOUTH B ABOPILIOBOM CTPaxKe OCHOBATENIbHYI YUCTKY!

Ero ronoc BHE3aIIHO CTaJl JIEASHEIM, a CJIOBa, IPOMUTAHHBIE XKaKI0M KPOBY, IOJT00HO HEBUIMMEIM
KJIMHKAM, YCTPEMUJIUCE IIPSIMO B CTOPOHY ABopIia LIbiHMH. B moMenieHun Bollapuiach TuimmHa. Ctano
CJIBIIIHO Jla’Ke TUXO0€e MOCTYKUBAHUE YETOK.

JIumo BooBCTByIOIIEN UMITePATPHUILl Ha MTHOBEHHE efiBa 3aMETHO HAIPSTIIOCH, a MaIbIlH,
nepebupasinye OyCcuHb, 3aMepiiu. OOHAKO OHA TYT XKe B3siy1a Ce0sT B PYKH U C TSIKEJIBIM B3JOXOM
ITPOM3HECTIA C TPUTBOPHLIM COCTPAlaHUEM:

— Te1 mpaB, uMmIepaTop. B 3TUX CTeHax ceppla el HellpeacKa3yeMbl, IOPIA0K HaBEeCTH
HeoOxoguMo. TobKO BOT... — OHA IIepeMeHuIIa TEMY, ¥ ee B3TJISI[ CHOBA «ClTy4aiHO» ymnan Ha Ce
LIuHbsAHSA, — [0 MEHS OOIUIM CIIyXH, YTO 9Ta Oefla Cayduiach u3-3a rocnogria MuH-u? Eciu 65 He
€ero 1epees, pa3Be MOTJIK OBl 3JIOYMBIIIIEHHUKY ITOCATHYTh Ha TBOe 37[0POBbe? Takas poKoBas
Kpaca, cnocobHas moryouTh rocyfapcTBo... MMIepaTopy CTOUT... IOAyMaTh O Ha3HauYeHUHn
MMIIEPATPUIILl ¥ HATIOJTHEHUM TapeMa.

[IIaoup fAHL eBa 3aMETHO OEPHYII YTOIKOM PTa, TOAYMaB IIPo cebs: 3TO Y TBOET0 ChIHa ITPOOIEMEI C
T'0JIOBOM, pa3 OH PEeLIXs HAaCUJIbHO 3aTallluTh MYyKUYKMHY B rapeM, TaK YTO BUHOBATa BO BCEM THI.

— Maryuika, BH ommbaeTteck! — Cs0 UYs pe3ko npepsan ee. Ero ronoc He 6bL1 FPOMKUM, HO B HEM
YyBCTBOBaJach HellpepekaeMas BIaCTHOCTh ¥ ITOYTH MaHMaKallbHas PEIIUMOCTD 3allUTUTh CBOETO
cryTHAKa. OH IIOBEPHYJICA U C TOPSAIIUM B30poM mocMoTpen Ha Ce LIMHBIHS, HEMOHCTPUPYS
BroBcTByIOIIEH UMIepaTPHIle CBOI0 HETIPUKPHITYI0 COOCTBEHHNYECKYI0 CTPacTh: — Eciu Obl
LIuHBSIHb HE 3aKPHITT MeHs C000M, OTpaBlIeHHBIM apbameTHEIM 00T TPOH3uUI OBl MHE cepane! A
dbochOopHEI OrOHb — JIMIIE A0 PYK 06e3yMeBmux youiin! LITuHbsIHE — MO ciacutens! O Kakou
POKOBOM KpacoTe MOXKET UATH pPeub?!

OH HaMepeHHO BHIIEINII CJI0Ba «3aKPhUI MEHs C000U» U «CIIACUTENb», CJIOBHO 3aKPEIIssi HEKYI0
uctuny. Ce LuubssHb Bce moHsn: Csso UYa ceiiuac obesieT ero UMs ¥ 3a0[HO 3aTHIKAET POT
BooBcTByMOIIEM UMIIEPATPHUILIE.

[TanbIel UMIIEPATPHUIIL, CKUMAaBIIKME YeTKY, mobenenu. OHa Bumena, Kak Csio UYs He CKPHIBAET CBOETO
CTPeMJIeHHus 3allUTUTh IOHOIY, ¥ B TTyOHHe ee I'la3 Ha MIHOBeHHe IIPOMeJIbKHYJIa TeHb, HO Ha JIUIle
BHOBB 3aCThIJIa MacKa COCTPaaHuUS:



— O? Heyxenu Bce Tak? Torga s IpUHOILY U3BUHEHUS rocnoguuy MuH-u. — OHa moBepHyJach K Ce
LIuHBSIHIO, ee TOH cTal 0e3yNnpeyHo MATKUM: — ['OCTIOOWH IOCTpazdal, cracasi UMIepaTopa, ero
IIpeaHHOCTh JOCTOMHA IIOXBAJIEL, U g CIIOKOMHA 3a rocymaps. mnepaTtop, — OHa CHOBa II0CMOTpEJa
Ha Cs0 Y3, — pa3 rocrnogud MUH-U COBEPILUJI CTOJIb BEJIMKUU IIOABUT U TSIXKEJI0 paHEH, ero Cileayer
IeIpo HarpaguTh. Kak HacdeT Toro, 4ToOH I10KaJI0BaTh €My TUTYJ rOCIOAuHa MUH-U U fapoBaTh
IIpaBO IIOMOTaTh B yIIPaBIeHUU IIEeCThI0 ABopLamMu? Torma 0H CMOXKET Ha 3aKOHHBIX OCHOBaHUSIX
OCTaThCS PAXOM C TOOOU [AJIT BOCCTAHOBIEHUS CUJI. YTO CKaXKellb?

[IpaBo mmoMoraTh B yIIpaBjIeHUH LIECThI0 ABOpLaMu! [laxxe eBHYX BaH HEBOILHO ITOOHA IJla3a OT
n3yMmiieHus. 3To ObII0 Om0OHO IPoMy cpefu sicHoTo Heba! MyxK4uHa, Ja ellle ¥ HEMOMH, TI0JTydaeT
TUTYJ TOCIOAXHA, [a ellle U IIPaBo yIpaBlieHus rapeMoM? JT0 03Hadasio noncTaBuTh Ce LIuHbIHS
107 yaap XKrydei 3aBUCTU BCeX HAJIOXKHULL U ABOPA. ITOT X04 BOOBCTBYOIEN MMIIEPATPUIIEL
BBITJISIMIEN KaK Leapasi Harpaja, Ho Ha fiesie ObUI CMEPTHLIM IIPUTOBOPOM.

3pauku Csio Us cy3unuch. OH CMOTpPesI Ha 671ar0CTHOE JIMII0 MMIIEPATPHIIH], ¥ Ha ero rybax 3aurpaiia
nensiHast, JXKecToKas yCMellKa:

— Martyi1ika... BBl ¥ BIPAMb IPOAYMaJId BCe 0 MeJloueld pagu MeHsd U LIMHbSAHS.

OH MenneHHO BcTal. HecMOTpst Ha TO UTO paHa Ha CIIMHE Melllalia eMy OIBUTaThCs, UCXOMSIIas OT
HEeTo0 BJIACTHOCTH Obla MO4TH ocsizaeMoii. OH moportren K KymeTke Ce LIUHBSIHS ¥ IO IPUCTAIBHEIM
B3TJIIAOM UMIIePaTPUIIEl COBEPIIEHHO €CTECTBEHHO B35 €T0 3a PYKY, CXKaB MaJlbLIbl C CUJION, He
TepPISIIel BO3paxKeHUN.

B moMeHT conpukocHOBeHUS Ce LIMHBSHDL TOYYBCTBOBAI XkKap nagoHu Cg0 Ys u nerkyio gpoxs. Csao
s, He OTIIyCKas ero pyku, 00epHYyJCS K BOOBCTBYyOIel UMIIepaTpuUlle, ¥ ero B3TJIs, MTOm00HBIN
OBYM JIEOSHBIM KJIMHKAM, ITPOH3UJ BO3AYX:

— 3acnyru LIuHbsaHA g TOMHI0. ET0 TUTYJ 4 €0 MecTo — peliaTh TONNbKO MHe! He CTOUT mMaTylike
yTpyxkOath cebst! — Kaxmoe CJI0BO 3By4asio OTYEKAHEHHO, C UMIIEPATOPCKOM MPSIMOTOM U SIBHBIM
He[J0BOJIbCTBOM BMEIIATeIbCTBOM MaTEPH.

OH BhIgEpKa may3y 4, 6poCHB B3I Ha YETKHU B PyKaX UMIIEPATPUIIE], YCMEXHYIICS €Ille XOJI0oHee:

— YT0 Xe KacaeTCs yIpaBJIeHUS IIEeCThI0 ABopLaMu? Xa... MaTyllKa, Bbl MHOTO JIET YIIPaBJIsAIN
rapeMoM, Balll TPyx HeolleHUM. Ho Temeps, pa3 BEl BCEM CEPALIEM CTPEMUTECH K Byane u
TIOCTUKEHUIO UCTHHEI, BaM 0OJIbIlle HEe CTOUT YTPyXKOaTh cebsi MUPCKUMU feflaMu. f cam BEIOepy
IOCTOMHOTO YeJlIoBeKa, KOTOPHIA BO3bMET 3T 3a00TH Ha cels!

['poM! 3To MpoO3ByYaso Kak HeBUAUMEIY B3phIB. CrtoBa Csio Us o3Havanu my6aIuyHoe JTUIIeHNe
BroBcTByIOIIEH UMIEpaTPHUIIL BlacTu Haf rapeMoM! OH 6e3:kKal0CTHO COpBaJl C Hee MacKy
6rmaroyecTusi. IT0 OBIO OTKPHITOE 0O0BSIBIIEHNE BOMHEI, IIPSMOM BHI30B €€ aBTOPUTETY.

JIunio BooBCTBYyMOLIEN UMIIEPATPHUIIEI HAKOHEI] U3MEHUJIOCh. MacKa Ho6pOThI, KOTOPYIO OHa Tak



TIIATEIbHO TOAfepKUBaa, TPECHYTIa, CII0BHO pa30uTslil hapdop. OHa Tak CUIBHO CXKajla YeTKH, UTO
caHfaoBble OYCHHEI U3[any XKanoOHbM XpycT. Ee rnasa, Bcerga CMOTpeBIIUeE C COCTPalaHueM,
Tellepb CBePKaJjyi, KakK OCTPhle HOXKH, BIUBasCh B muuo Csio Us. dyMieHue, THEB, HEBEPUE U SIPOCTh
Oy11eBany B HUX.

— Hmmnepatop! ThL...! — rosoc uMnepaTpULbl COPBaiCSI Ha BU3T.

— Martymka! — Csg0 Y nepekpshul ee rojioc, 3By4a ellle xojiogHee U BiacTHee. OH Kpemnye cxkajl pyKy
Ce LluHbsHS, CII0BHO 4YepIiasi B 9TOM CUIIBL, U, HE OTBOAS B3TJIAfa OT FOPALIUX THEBOM IJ1a3
MMIIepaTPUIbl, 0OTYEKaHUI: — Mos paHa — mycTsK. Bany 3a00Ty s neHto! Ecnu 6osibille HUYEro HeT,
TIPOIIy, BO3BpallaiTeck Bo aBopel! B xpame gBopiia LIBIHKMH TUIIWHA U IOKOM, OHU KyHia 6OoJIbIie
IIOIXOMAT BaM... IJIs1 CaMOCOBEPIIEHCTBOBAHNUs !

ITocnegHue CIOBa OH IIpOM3HEC C TAXKEIIBIM, JIEOAHBIM CAPKA3MOM.

B KoMHaTe BolLlapuiach MepTBas TUIIKHA. Bo3[yx CII0BHO IIpeBpaTuics B efd. [laxe S3bIKYU IJIaMeH!
B JKapOBHE, Ka3aJiock, 3aMepinu. EBHyx Ban u A MH yXKe maBHO JexKalu HUYKOM Ha 1011y, 00/IUBasiCh
XOJIOOHBIM IIOTOM.

BooscTBymOIlas uMIepaTpulia BIuaach B3ragaoM B Cs0 Us, ee rpyap TSKen0 B3gbIManach. MBIILIIIE
Ha JINIEe TTOOePTUBAJINCh, OT ObIIOr0 6J1aroYecTrs: He OCTAloOCh U Cefa — TOJIBKO HCKaXXeHHOe
SIPOCTBIO NIULIO ¥ TTTyO0Kast, BheBIIascs B aymy 3mo06a. OHa cMoTpena Ha Csio U3, a 3aTeM Ha
nputuxiero Ce LIuHbsAHS, IpsSYyIIerocs 3a ero cuuHoi. Ee B3rsayg Obu1 mogo0eH 0TpaBIeHHOMY
KJIMHKY.

— XO0po110... XOPOIIO... XOPOIIo! — Mpollenusia OHa CKBO3b 3yObl TPHU JIEASHHIX CJI0Ba, KaXkaoe U3
KOTOPBIX OBUIO IIPONUTAHO HEHABUCTHI0. — MIMIIepaTop BEIPOC... OIIEPUIICS... @ 1... COCTapusIach!
Crana He HyXHa!

OHa pe3Ko BCTasla, U MOJIH €€ MUPOKUX PYKAaBOB B3METHYJIUCH, IIONHSB XOJIONHLIA BETEP.

— f1... Bo3Bpamanck Bo ABOpel! — MocIefHKe ClIoBa IPO3Bydanu Tak, OyATO JOHECIUCh U3
IIPEUCIIOnHeN, Hecs ¢ co00i 0eCKOHEYHBIHM X0JI0f ¥ HepacTpadeHHYI0 XKaxay yOuicTaa.

Ona Gomnbllle He B3T/IsHYJIAa HU Ha KOro. Pa3BepHYBIINCH, OHA B CONIPOBOXKIEHUHU CITyKAHOK, C IIPSIMOM
CIIMHOM M OKyTaHHas aypol SPOCTH, CJIOBHO IIPOUTPaBIlas, HO He XkKeJlalollasi CKJIIOHUTE T'OJIOBY
KOPOJIeBA, BHIIIIA U3 ITOKOEB fBOpPIla LISHBI0AHB.

Tsaxxenrle OBepU 3aKPBUINCH 3@ HEl, OTCeKas yAyIIAIyo aTMochepy HeHaBUCTU. BHyTpH 1o-
npexHeMy Lapuia tuirHa. Cao Ya He otnyckan pyKy Ce LIuHbBSAHS, cCXKXUMas ee ellle cuilbHee. Ero
JafloHb ObINTa JIeOsTHOM, TOKPHITON UCIIapUHOM.

ITO0T HpOCTHBIfI TMMOEONHOK BHITAHYJI U3 HETO BCE CHUIJIEI. Bomnb B ciHe HaKaTHIa HOJ106H0 IIPUIINBY,



3aCTaBUB €TI0 BEICOKYIO (l)I/Il"ypy' eIBd 3aMETHO IIOIIAaTHYThCA. Ce LHuHBSIHL OTYETIHUBO YYBCTBOBAII,
KaK HAIIPAZXKEHO €r0 TeJI0O XU KaK OH cnab B 9TOT MHT.

OH nopHAN ronoBy 4 nocMorpen Ha Cso Ys. IIpoduns uMnepaTopa B CBETe CBedYel Ka3aycs
nyTralollle TBEPABIM, TUHUS YeJTIOCTH Obllla HalpsixkeHa, a B IIyOuHe I'1a3 3acThijla YCTaloCTh U
OTTOJIOCKY IIEPEXUTOr0 CTpaxa.

Cs0 Y3 MenyieHHO ITOBEPHYJI ['0JIOBY, BCTPETUBIIUCE C CIIOKOMHBIM B3riamoM Ce LluHbsaHSA. B aTOM
B3rJIsifle He ObIIO HU CTpaxa, HA OTCTYIJIEHUS — TOJIbKO TIOHMMaHMeE H... JIETKUX BOIIPOC.

Cst0 Us iepHYJ YTOJIKOM PTa, IBITAsICh 1300pa3uTh YCIOKAaUBAIOLIYIO YIBIOKY, HO 9TO JBUXKEHHE
IV TOTPEBOXKUIIO PaHy, 3aCTABUB €TI0 CYHOPOKHO BHOXHYTh. OH pa3xan pyky Ce LIuHBSAHS, €T0
TOJI0C 3ByYaJl XPUIUIO OT YCTAIOCTH:

— 4... B IopApKe.

OH moMom4an, TJISAs B TY CTOPOHY, Kyfa yaanunach BooBCcTByloIIas uMnepaTpuiia. Ero B3risg BHOBb
CTaJI XOJIOMHEIM U OCTPBIM, KaK Y XMIIHUKA, BEICIIEKHUBAIONUIET0 HOOKYY, a CII0BA MTPO3BYYaH C
NeIeHsIeNd PemuMOCThIO:

— Bynpa u3 geopua LIBIHYH... JOIXKEH IIacTh. JTa apTUs... TOJIbKO HaUUHAaeTCs.
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