HpﬂMO Irmepen OBEPBIO CTOAII YEJIOBEK, BEITAHYBIONCE B CTPYHKY. Ero IIOMYTHEBIIINE XPYCTAJIUKHU I'JIa3
1 IIPOCTYIIMBIIKNE TPYIIHEBIE IISATHA HE OCTABIIAIN COMHEHMH: 3TOT 6e110nara MEPTB yX€ OaBHO.

['pyma u3 HECKONMBbKUX UesoBekK, qobpasmuxcs 0o geepu Cy LImHBI03, 0CTaHOBUIACH B ABYX MeTpax
ot Tena Cyns FOaH4d, u nuila UX BhIpaXKaiu eyl raMMy ITPOTUBOPEUUBEIX YyBCTB.

Bcero BTOpOIi IeHb, a U3 TPUHAALIATYU YEJIOBEK YKe TPOe MEPTBEHL. Y TOTO MmapHs U3 6aH[Ibl, YTO
IIBITAJICA YTHATh aBTOOYC, pa3HeCsIo rOJIOBY; TETYIIKA, KOTOPYIO He IYCTUJIN B O0TeJlb, 6eCClieiHO
ncuesna; a reneps emfe u CyHs FOaHb, HacakeHHBIM Ha BETKY IIpsIMO y Bxofa B HoMep Cy LIuaBI03.

B Kopupmope TpeThero aTaxa, mogo0HO pacIyCTHBIIENCS Po3e, ajefiu IsTHA KPOBH Ha KOBpE, a CaMo
TEeJI0 3aCThIJIO B I103€ KEePTBEHHOT0 MTpHHOIIeHus. M3 pacmaxuyroro pra CyHs FOaHs TSHYIAch
IpeBecHas BETBb, Ha KOHIIe KOTOPOM KpacoBajCcs KpacHbEIM OyTOH, MCTOUABIINHM AyPMaHSIINHN 3amax
KPOBH.

['ma3a MepTBelia ObUIH IIHPOKO OTKPHITH, B HUX 3aCTHUT HEMOM yKac, a JIUI0 UCKa3uja rpuMaca
IpeacMepTHON MyKu. TosncTast BeTKa IIPOH3MIIa TOPTaHb, BEITOJIKHYB HAPYXKYy YacTh SI3bIKA. YTOIKU
ry0 IopBa/IuCh, ¥ TEMHAs KPOBb, CTEKAs 110 PBAHLIM paHaM, IIpomKTana 6ebii BODOTHUK.
3HauyuTeNlbHAsA YaCTh KPOBU BHITEKJIA Uepe3 PBaHYIO PaHy B Iaxy, U3-3a 4ero Koxa Tpylia nIpuodpesa
00JIe3HEHHBIN CUHIONIHO-0IEHBIM OTTEHOK, @ CaMa ITIOBEPXHOCTD TeJla BHITIISeNa TOO03PUTENIBHO
TJIaJKOH! U JIOCHSIIEHCS.

Pyku 6e3BOIbHO BUCETH BLOJIb TeJla, CyCTaBbl OKOUEHENH, a T0j10Ba Obljla HEeCTEeCTBEHHO
3alPOKUHYTa Ha3ad — 3peJullle HallOMUHAJIO TYIIy XKUBOTHOTO, HAaCaKeHHYIO Ha BepTell Haf
yrasiMu. 37I0BOHHBIH 3allaX IHUIOLIEN MIJIOTH BIIEPEMEIKY C apOMaTOM BHYTPEHHOCTEMN OUIT B HOC,
BBI3BIBAS IIPUCTYIILI TOIIHOTHI. 3aleKInascs KPOBb Ha TEMHO-KPaCHOM KOBPe HallOMUHaJsa YBSIAIINH,
CTHUBILUY 0 OCHOBAHUS IIBETOK PO3HL.

E Y npucena, cupsTaB MU0 B KOJIEHAX, YTOOH He BUAETH 9TOTO KollIMapa. Ee 3pauku [poxKaiu, a B
roJioBe OWIACh JIMIIL OOHA MEIC/TE: OHA X0ueT XXUTh! JIro00# 1ieHOH, BO YTO ObI TO HU CTaJIo0, OHAa
OOJIKHA BBIKUTH!

YTo oTnmyaeT KUBOrO YesioBeKa? PyMsHas KOxa, SCHBIE I'Jla3a, B3ABIMAIOIIAsaCcs IPU AbIXaHUU
rpynb? Y Cyns KOaHs Hu4Yero aToro He Obi10. Tpyn yke He Ka3aliCcsl YeJI0BEUECKUM CYIIECTBOM.
PacTeHusI-MyTaHTH ¥ OOBIYHbIE MEPTBEIIH BHEIIIHE IIOYTH He Pa3Inyaliich, pa3Be UTO IepPBHIE
OBILIaIM U COXPaHSJIU TEIJI0, HO 3Ta IPaHb MeXAY KU3HbI0 M CMEPTHIO Ka3ajlach HEIIPEOoaoJIuNMOKU
IIPOTIACTRIO.

Tan Oub, Y 113105 u LIg0 Kali cTosinu Biepequ ¢ IOMpPaYHEBIIUMY JTUI[AMU.

— Cynb H0ans, monxkHO ObITH, puilien uckaTh Cy LIuHBI03, HO, TOX0XKe, IPSIMO U3-II0f [T0J1a
BHIPBAJIOCh KaKOe-TO KHWBOE paCTeHNe U IIPOH3UJIO €r0, — IPOroBOpuil TaH OHb, CKUMas KOCTSIIKA
mablieB. B ero rnasax MeabKHYI XOJIOf,.



Crapuk BaH He uMmen Bo3paxeHuit. HampoTus, Teno CyHb FOaHS BRI3BIBAJIO ¥ HET'O XKHUBOW UHTEPEC: B
TaKOM 103€e OBIJI0 YTO-TO OT BEICOKOT'O MCKyCcCTBA. OOBIYHO MeCTa CMEPTH BHITTISIASAT YPOMJIUBO U
oTTankuBamwlle, HO rubenb Cynb FOaHs, Tpu Bceit CBoel xKeCTOKOCTH, o0lafiana CTPaHHOM
ePBOOLITHOM MUKOCTHIO 1 MUCTUYECKOM 3CTETUKOM KEPTBOMPHUHOIIECHHUS.

el CTBUTENBHO M TIOJICKA3KY, ITONyUYeHHbIe Yepe3 apTedakTrl AH [laHbINWH, IBASIOTCS KIIOYOM K
npoxoxaeHuio? IToxoxe, He 00s3aTenbHO. OOBIYHO HOBHYKAM YCTPAUBAIOT CBOET'O POia OTCEB, U
ecniy OBl UX XOTEeJH MPOCTO YOUTh, UM OBl He JlaBajld HUKAKUX Marudeckux rnpenmeTtoB. CTapuk Ban
ropo3pesast, 4yTo Llu MuH HaBepHSKa MOJIyYUII KaKyl0-TO BaXKHYIO 3allelIKy, HO TO, YTO OH [I0 CUX IIOp
He 00BbSIBUIICS, HABOAUIIO Ha OMpefe/ieHHbIe MBICTHU. [JOIKeH CYIeCTBOBATh U APYTOM MyTh K
crlaceHnuto, momMumo nomorinu [Isus Munbsio B nobere us orensi. MHaue [lu MuH yxke Haiien Ob
Crtoco0 BCTPETUTHCS C HUMH, a He ITPOA0JIzKai Obl YMCIUTHCS B KOMHATE ABOpenKoro. Cyms 1mo ero
MHOT0JIETHEMY OIIBITY, BEPOSTHOCTb TOTO, YTO ABOpeukuy 3amep Llu MuHna Ha ceMb fHeil, Oblta
CTOIIPOILIEHTHOM.

[Toka oH mpemaBancs pas3Mbinenusm, Y 113103 ortonkuyn Lso Kast ¥ ¢ cumodt 3aK0I0TUA B OBEPD
HaIIPOTUB TpPyIa:

— Ou! EcTh TaM KTO XKUBOM?

IIst0 Kaii, ellle cOBCeM IOHBIN IITKOILHHUK, He 00JIafall TaKoM MOIIbIo, Kak Y 113103, ¥ 0T HEeOXUIaHHOTO

TOJTYKA efiBa YCTOSAT Ha Horax. OH 37100HO CBEPKHYJI I'Ta3aMu B CTOPOHY Y 113103, HO yBULE JIUIIb
€ro 3aThUIOK. BOT JXKe CKOTHMHA, TaK CIIEIIUT Ha TOT CBET?

B xomHaTe 651710 THXO0. Y 1[3103 C2Kajl KyJaKy U yIapuil B IBePb ellle HeCKOJIbKO pa3. OT ero Cumsl
3appozKaJja BCI ABEpPHas IlaHelNb. B 0TBET U3HYTpHU pa3fasiCcs OTYasSHHBIN KEeHCKUM KPUK:
— Cnacute! Ckopee cnacute MeHs! 1 6010Ch BEIXOOUTH! YMOIIsII0, BoMauTe CKopee!

TaH OHb cHesnan HECKOIbKO IIaroB Ha3af U IeperadaayJsica C Ls0 Kaem. [Toxoxe, oHU nmogymMmain 00
OOHOM U TOM XKe.

— TrI IBepb-TO 3amnepna? — Haxmypuics Y 113109.

— Her, "eT, HeT! YMonsto, Bouaute! Crnacute meHs! Ou, CHapyXKu NpuBUAeHNe! — IpofoiKasa B
yxace kpudaTh Cy [lurbpioa. Ee ronoc gpoxkar, oHa Obljla Ha 'PaHU HEPBHOTO CPHIBA.

Y 113109, mocnymuaB JIUIIH 4O TIOJ0BUHE, YCMEXHYJICS C Ipe3pPeHreM, pa3BepHyJICs U cobpacs
yxonuth. CTapuk BaH, KOTOpHIi BCe ellle KpyTuics Bo3ne Tena CyHb FOaHs, monpasisis ero
KOHEYHOCTH, 3aMeTHUJI [BUXKeHUe U 00epHYJICS: TPyNa cobupanach YXOOUTb.

E U, cupeBiias Ha KOPTOYKaX, yBUea, KaK MUMO IIPOXOAST UX IJIMHHBEIE HOTH. 3a0BIB O CTpaxe, OHa
TIOCTIEIIHO MTOMHSIACh, CTapasch He CMOTPETh Ha TPYII:

— 91! Bl kyma? Me 4to, He OyneM 3axomguth K Cy LIuHBI03?



An MlaHbIWH TOXKE 3aMIach, HEepPeUInuTeJIbHO TOIMM4YaCh HAa MECTE.

Y 13103 maxe He o6epHycs. Tonbko Liso Kaii, pacTepsiB CBOM ITpeXKHUM 3arajl, B3OOXHYI ¥ OTBETUI
en:

— OHa He OTKpHIBaEeT ABEPD, HEYXKEJIU MBI JOJIXKHEI JIOMUTHCA? A BOPYT OHa 3amepTa u3HyTpu? Torga
TOT, KTO OTKPOET [Beph, CTaHeT BTOPEIM CyHb FOaHeM.

E U, 3amaB BOIpPoC, HEBOJILHO BCTAJIA ¥ IOIIIA CJIEHOM 3a OCTAJIbHBIMU. YCJIBIIIIAB OTBET, OHA 0OJIbIIe
He CTajla ImepecnparuBaTh. JIuib AH [HlaHbIMH OCTaBalach B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBE:

— Ho... oHa Xe caMa cKa3aja, 9YTO IBEPh He 3amepTa?

Crapuk BaH, MOTOHSIST OCTa/IbHBIX, T0OaBUIT:

— CKa3aTh-TO CKa3ana, fja TOIbKO HUKTO He X04eT IIPOBEPATH, 3aliepTa OHa HUJIK HEeT. Y Hac HeT
BPEMEHU TPATUTE €0 30ECh Ha IIYCTEI€ CIIOPEI.

Tan JHb HaOMOOAT 3a U3MEHEHUSIMU 00CTAHOBKHU. [[aXke B TAKUX YCJIOBUSIX OH COXPaHSI BUT,
JIOIIEHOTO0 SJIUTapHs, TIATEJIbHO PaclIpaBiIsas CKIagKy Ha KocTioMe. OH MATKO yJIBIOHYJICS OBYM
nepenyraHHbIM [IeByIIKaM:

— He 06oiiTech, BO3MOXKHO, 0OCTaBaTLCI B KOMHATE Haxke Oe3omacHee.

Ero nuro o3apumia obasTenbHas yabI0Ka, a B r1a3ax 0J1eCHYy Ierkuil GnupT. [JeByIIKY gaxe
HEMHOT'O OIEIINIIH, CJIOBHO 9Ta y/IBIOKA MPUHECIa UM TOJIMKY YCIIOKOEHHUS, ¥ BEIPaXKEeHUEe WX JINII
3aMeTHO CMSTYUIIOCE.

I[Toka Tpowuia GecemoBaa, OHK HEBOJIbHO OTCTanu. CTapuk BaH Ies Biepenu u, KpaeM yXa yCIIBIIaB
MX Pa3roBOp, He yAepXKaJiCs OT YCMEIIKH: HEIHELIHNEe [IaPHU OfMH JPYTroro XyXe, CIIIOMIHAS
aMOPaJbHOCTb.

Y 113109, He cOaBss 11ara, IepBLIM HAITPaBUIICS K JIeCTHUIlE. [ITUHHBIE cepeOpucThie mepuia
3MEUuIUCh BBEPX, YXOOs B CJIENYI0 30HY, a Kpasi TEMHBIX CTYIIeHel ObITY OTHEeNTaHbl METAIoM, U3-3a
Yyero Ka3ajoch, 6yITO OHU MMOMHUMAIOTCS 110 CKeJIeTy TUTAHTCKOM 3MeH, CTyIas 110 ee MJIOTHEIM
pebpam. [lHeM Ha necTHUIe OBIIO TOBOJILHO CBETJIO, HO B BO3yXe BUCEJT 3aCTOSIBIINICS 3amax IBIIH.
['ynkue, OecriopsioYHbIe AT U TSXKeJ0e [bIXaHWe OTJaBajIuCh 3XOM B THIIIMHE.

— Thl 3Haelb, Ha KaKOM 3Tax HaM HYKHO? MEI XKe HIIeM TOTO MapHs U3 0aHOBl, — CIIpocun TaH OHb,
IIOIIPaBJIsAs OYKU II0CJIe TOTO, KaK OHU MUHOBAJIU yYKa3aTeJlb IATOro 3Taxa. OH IOCMOTpesl Ha Y
113103, KOTOPBIM 111€JT IEPBLIM, HEe IIPOPOHUB HHU CJI0BA.

Cruna Y 113103, 00TsIHyTast 3€JIeHON CIELOBKOM, B3OEIMAJIACh MTPU KaXKIOM OBUKEHUHU, CJIOBHO Y
XWITHUKA, BHIIEINEro Ha 0XoTy. ToT 6pocun Ha TaH DHS XOJIOOHEIHM B3I, HE OCTAHABIUBASCh:

— 714. EcTb BOIPOCHI?



— Xa-xa, HeT, HU4Yero. ITo s Tak, K CJIOBY.

Tan OHb TpomosKan yael0aThcs, HUUYTh He 06uaeBiuch. CTapuk BaH, MogHUMASICh 110 JIECTHUIIE,
IIOKadyaJ I'0JIOBOM: ITapeHb BCe XKe [OMYCTUIT OIJIOIHOCTE. OTHOIIOMbE CYLIeCTBa OTTANIKUBAIOTCS, U
€CJIY CJIMIIKOM LOJITO JepxKaTh Ha JINIle OOHY U Ty JKe MacKy, OHa HauMHaeT Ka3aThCs (pasblnBoi. B
UX IICUXUATPUUECKON eueOHUIle 3a TaKoe Haxe TaOlIeTKHU OT MeACECTED HE CIIPSUElllh.

du llaHBNIMH CNTy4alHO 3aMeTusa OBUXKEeHUe cTapuKa BaHa 1 HepBHO 3aKycuiia ryoy:

— OM... JefylIKa, MOXKeT, BaM II0MOYb?

— O#, HeT-HeT, criacubo, Mumoyka! Ho 5 elle oro-ro, B IECTHOECST JIET S €Ile CYUTAl YTO MyKYMHA
B pacliBeTe CHJI, TOKpemye Bac, Monomexku! — Ctapuk BaH paccMesiyicss ¥ OTMaxHYJICS.

— M-M, — fu [IlaHbnMH DONPaBUiIa TyCTYIO Yenky. Ee uHuImaTtuBa Oblla OTBEPTHYTA, ¥ OHA
CMYyILIEHHO [TIOKpacCHena.

OHu moGpanuchk 10 cegpbMoro ataxa. Kopumop HuUeM He OTIMYAJICS OT TPETLEr0, KpoMe Iudp Ha
nBepsix. K cyacThio, Ha 3TOT pa3 B KOPUIOPE He CTOSJI0 HU OOHOTO «3KCIIOHATa».

— ¥V mens yxe ¢HoOus pa3Buiachk Ha JIIofel B Kopupopax otensi, — mporosopun Lisio Kaii, npsiua
PYKM B KapMaHHI ¥ €3Kach. ETo YucTOE U0 BHIPaXKaao HAaWBHOCTb.

TONBKO HUKTO U3 IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX €My He IIOBEPHUJI: OHU BHUIOEIIN, KaK «MUJTIBIU IEHOK»
IIpeBpaliaeTCsAa B OelreHoro 1ca, a He HaOGOpOT.

Ha artot pa3s ¥ 113105 ¢ apocThio yaapui B ABeps 714-ro HoMepa. Pa3gancs ornyluTeIbHbIN IPOXOT:
— Ecnu TaM KTO XUBOH, OTKPHIBall HeMeIIeHHO!
IeByIIKY, XOTh U OBIJIX TOTOBHI, BCe PaBHO B3APOTHYJIN, U CepAlla UX 3a0uuck B OelIeHOM pUTME.

OHHU 4yBCTBOBAJIM, YTO YTO-TO He Tak. C MOMeHTa MpUOHITUS B 0Temnb Y 113103 u 150 Kaii m3MEeHUTUCH
10 Hey3HaBaeMoCTH. OCTaINCh U OHU TeMH, KeM OBLTU paHbIIE?

Ecnu GObl cTapuk BaH y3Has, 0 4eM OHU AyMaloT, OH OBl CKa3all, YTO 3TO IMPOCTO 00HaXKMIacCh UX
ucTUHHAs HaTypa. KpoBaBrie clieHH, O0ophba 3a BRIKUBAHUE, YyXKasi CPefla — BCE 3TO 3aCTaBISET
MYKYHUH IMPOSIBIISITE CBOIO CYTh, ITOICO3HATEILHO JEeMOHCTPUPYS arpPecCHio, YTOOH 3amyraTh
KOHKYPEHTOB. A TyT ellle ¥ CTOJIbKO (paKTOPOB HACJIOUJIOCH IPYT Ha Apyra.

Crapuk BaH BHUMaTEeNIbHO Clequi 3a HoraMu Y 113109, ckuMasi KyJlaKy U MBICJIEHHO IIpU3bIBas: «Jlai
eMy BeTKy! X0Tb KaKyo0-HUOYOb BeTKy!» [1yCTh XOTh KTO-TO IIPOYYUT ITOT0 Harena!
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